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Pacquiao faces 


Taguig today 


Bad news for RP nurses: 


No more shortcuts to US 


LOS ANGELES—This comes as bad nevis for 
Filipino nurses. 

Beginning Jan. 1, US immigration officials 
will block a shortcut that has allowed thou- 
sands of foreign nurses, predominantly from 
the Philippines, to get fast-track US work per- 
mits, the State Department announced, 

According to a State Department bulletin is- 
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Billy Crawford: Worst 
health science grads thing said about me is 
that had no dreams 
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Why lefties have survived 
world of the righthanded 


PARIS—Why has left- 
handedness survived. 
among humans? 

That has long puzzled 
anthropologists, for left- 
ies face worse disadvan- 
tages in life other than 


struggling with tin open 
wiva ER 
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ter shortage looms 


AHAND appears from beneath the ruins of the collapsed two-story Repador building in Barangay Tignoan in Real, Quezon, as miners and Army men continue on Friday to dig up 
and recover bodies and search for signs of life. Search-and-rescue operations will continue until al possible survjyors are found, the military said. 


Miner’s nightmare led to miracle rescue in Real 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ers from 
REAL, Quezon—For two consec- sionaires 
utive nights, the 49-year-old min- 
er had a hard time sleeping. 

Luis Balungay of the Philex 
Mining Corp. said a young girl 
calling for help had been “haunt- 
ing" him in his sleep ever since he 
arrived here at the stricken 


lapsed at 


PRESIDENT ARROYO leads arrival honors at the Palace for 
Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, 


New PM shares 


of Singapore’s success 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


WHAT is the secret of Singapore's 
success and development? 

‘Three points, according to vis- 
iting Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong: a "clean system" of gov- 
ernment, good pay for civil ser- 
vants and the certainty of punish- 
ment for corrupt officials and em- 
ployees. 

Lee, son of Singapore's elder 
statesman Lee Kuan Yew, is here 


ministe 


Barangay Tignoan on Monday. 
Along with some 40 other min- 


Balungay was sent to Tignoan to 
try and locate possible survivors 
trapped under the rubble of the 
Repador building, which had col- 


Depression "Winnie" on Nov. 29. 
He said his vivid dreams 


on a two-day.visit as part of his 
‘Asean tour after being sworn in 
as prime minister on Aug. 14. He 
also serves. 


He was received by President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo, 
scribed Singapore as a "high-tech 
giant" and the "most developed" 
in the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations. 

Lee, 52, shared Singapore's se- 


seemed real and kept coming 
back to him even in the day, when 
he and his colleagues мете 
drilling into the debris. 

"The child kept om crying,” 
Balungay said in Ilocano. "She 
crawled toward me, then 
clutched my leg." 

And then, he said, the child 
suddenly turned into an elderly 
woman. 


three mining conces- 
in Benguet province, 


the height of Tropical 


13.6M affected by 4 


By Volt Contreras 
and Fe Zamora 


IT MAY boggle some minds but 
the four cyclones that lashed Lu- 
zon in aspan of 18 days affected a 
total of 3.07 million families—or 
13.62 million people. 

That's more than the popula- 
tion of Metro Manila, roughly 
estimated at 12 million, and 
about equal to the combined 
populations of Bangkok and 


“1 was really afraid,” he said. "T 
couldn't move. І almost died in 
my sleep. Luckily, a fellow miner 
who was beside me woke me up. 
It was only then that 1 realized 
that it was all a bad dream." 

But it was more than a night- 
mare; it proved to be a portent of 
things to come. 

On Thursday morning, Balun- 
gay was the first to hear the faint 


Singapore. It also far exceeds 
New York City's eight million ins, 
habitants. 

Social Welfare Secretary Cora- 
zon"Dinky” Soliman gave the lat- 
est figure yesterday after re- 
assessing the damage caused by 
the cyclones "Unding," "Violeta," 
"Winnie" and "Yoyong." 

The Department of Social 
Welfare and Development uses 
the term "affected" to refer to 
those who sustained injuries, ог 


business. 


days. 


ing—aside 
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sobbing voice of a woman crying 
for help from under the rubble. 

But when he told his col- 
leagues, they refused to believe 
him. "Maybe they thought it was 
part of my nightmares. But I was 
sure it was not," he said. 

Minutes lates, Balungay and the 
other rescuers were pulling out 3- 
year-old Estela Marie Sur out of the 

MINER'S/A21 


typhoons 


Jost their homes, livelihood, or 
other valuables; 


As a special teat for Christ- 
mas, storm victims will be receiv- 
usual 
bags—"brand new clothes" cour- 
tesy of the Bureau of Customs, 

13.6M AFFECTED/ A21 


from 


hose houses, 
establishments, 
farms were hit by floods; who 
were forced to miss work or 
classes; or who got stranded for 


Logs, mud 
close water 
tunnel to 
Angat Dam 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Tina G. Santos 


AFTER the rampage of four 
successive cyclones now 
comes the threat of a water 
shortage. 

So deadly was the avalanche of 
logs and mud triggered by the re- 
cent storms and a typhoon that a 
13-km tunnel that brings in water 
to Angat Dam from Umiray River 
in General Nakar, Quezon, has 
been severely damaged, the 
Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System said yesterday. 

This could mean that faucets 
and other water distribution out- 
lets could run dry in Metro Mani- 
la and nearby provinces in the 
summer months starting in April 
or May until June, MWSS admin- 
istrator Orlando Hondrade told" 
the INQUIRER. 

То help ease the threat, Hori- 
drade appealed to Metro Manila 
residents to conserve water. 

"The tunnel is totally closed .. It 
has been washed out because of 
the huge landslides," Hondrade 
said, adding that logs and boulders 
had rendered the tunnel useless. 

The Umiray facility supplies 20 
1030 percent of Angat Dam's wa- 
ter reserves, Hondrade said. (For 
more info on the tunnel, see 
Page A21.) 

Located in Norzagaray, Bula- 
can, the dam supplies the potable 
water needs of 97 percent of 
Metro Manila's estimated 10 to 
32million people. 

‘Angat also serves the entire ir- 
rigation requirements of Bulacan 
province and parts of Pampanga, 
said Ramon Alikpala, executive 
director of the National Water Re- 
sources Board, which regulates 
the use and distribution of the 
country's water supply. 

Alikpala said water officials 
would meet on Monday to evalu- 
ate the impact of the damage on 
the lime-and-conerete and how it 
could be remedied. 

Hondrade said there would be 
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Cuisia files P100-M suit vs wife's siblings 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


FORMER Central Bank Governor. 
Jose Cuisia Jr. has instructed his 
lawyer to file a P100-million 
damage suit as well as libel and. 
perjury charges against three of 
his wife's siblings who had ac- 
cused the couple of swindling his 
parents-in-law of P134 million. 

In a press briefing yesterday, 
Cuisia accused the siblings of his 
wife Ma. Victoria—Gerardo Jose, 
Luis Jose and Cynthia Lopez—of 
conspiring to poison the minds of 
their ailing parents and convinc- 
ing them that he and his wife had 
"stolen" their money. 

"The objective of my sis- 
torin-law and brothers-in-law is to 
get their hands on the funds which 
are managed by my wife and this is 
why they have insidiously and ma- 
liciously poisoned my par- 
cents-inslaws thinking to turn them 
against Vicky and me,” he said. 

last Wednesday, Vicky's par- 
ents, Domingo and Emilia Jose, 
filed a complaint with the justice 
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ACCUSED Ina P134-M ostafa case by his parents. 
and wife Vicky hold a press conference on Friday. 


law, former Central Bank Governor Jose Cuisia jr. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


IS THE BODY tasked to investigate al- 
leged widespread corruption and oth- 
ег irregularities at the Philippine Na- 
tional Police really up to the job? 

In separate hearings early this week, PNP 


Director General Edgar Aglipay asked con- 
gressmen to come up with a law to make the 
Interna! Affairs Service "completely indepen- 
dent" from the PNP 

Aglipay yesterday said the request was 
meant to enable the IAS to conduct a more ef- 
fective investigation of irregularities within 
the police organization, including its “lifestyle 
check” ofits top officials. 

‘The IAS has apparently failed to sow fear 
especially among the РУР top brass, consid- 
ering that its findings were only “recom- 
mendatory" in nature. Meaning, it's still the 
PNP chief who decides whether to uphold or 
junk the IAS recommendation. 

For months it has been in the hunt for officials 


‘Most corrupt’ label rocks PNP 


Aglipay challenges 115,000 cops: Prove Transparency Int'l wrong 


who might have been pocketing hefty amounts 
from the PNP's budget. So far, it has yet to go be- 
yond examining statements of assets and labili- 
ties submitted by PNP generals and colonels. 

‘An irony is that the IAS is staffed heavily by 
active PNP officers even ifits head, the inspec- 
tor general, isa civilian. 

Even before the IAS could come up with its 
findings, Aglipay said he had already ordered the 
appointment of civilian deputies to the PNPS of- 
fice for comptrollership and for finance. 

“You will now see that there will be more 
civilians assigned to critical (positions)," he 
said in a press conference, “There will be a lot 
of changes.” 

The decision was prompted by the controver- 
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THIS STAINLESS STEEL MICROWAVE OVEN, BAKING IS A PIECE OF CAKE. 


Go beyond reheating with the new GE microwave. 
oven. Cased inside and out with stylish and durable 
stainless steel, this beauty lets you broit, roast, 
grill, or even bake your favorite dishes at the push 
of its auto-cook button, Get even more added 
convenience with its multi-stage cooking function 
which allows to shift from microwave to convection 
heat almost at will. All this from the 1.1 cubic 
foot largest capacity microwave oven from GE. 


Never before has something so cool been so hot. 


GE Appliances 
geappliances-philippines.com 
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sy hounding Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, a former 
military comptroller under investigation for his 
‘unexplained wealth estimated at P43 million. 
A number of police officials had also float- 
ed allegations that there were other "General 
Garcias" at the PNB particularly those who 
had served at the Office of the Comptroller, 
Ап allegedly common scheme is known 
within the PNP as “throwback” or the practice 
of receiving “kickbacks” by top officials who 
һай allocated money for ghost projects. 
"There was also "fund conversion" similar to 
the one allegedly being practiced at the 
Armed Forces. The scheme is practically 
"technical malversation” since budget allocat- 
ed fora specific project is spent for another, 


1 dead, 4 hurt 


LEGAZPI CITY—A masked gunman opened 
fire at an International Human Rights Day ral- 
ly yesterday, killing a left-wing activist and 
wounding four people, including two chil- 
dren, police and organizers said. 

‘The gunman fired randomly at about 600 
people in Daet, Camarines Norte, said Nancy 
Cabug, the coordinator for the human rights 
group Karapatan. 

Edmundo Salcedo of Barangay San Pedro, 
Panganiban town, was pronounced dead on ar- 
rival at the Camarines Norte Provincial Hospital. 

‘Arsenio Paylan, as of press time, was in the 
intensive care unit. Eduardo Ordinario, Ange- 
lo de Luna, 10, and a still unidentified 5-year- 
old girl were also wounded and undergoing 
treatment at the same hospital. 

Salcedo, Paylan and Ordinario were mem- 
bers of the Kilusang Mambubukid ng Pilipinas 
(KMP) Camarines Norte chapter, while de Lu- 
na and the unidentified girl attended the rally 
accompanied by their parents. 


Farmers protest ` 

Some 3,200 protesters in Iloilo, Aklan, Capiz 
and Antique joined yesterday's protest actions 
led by the December 10 Movement, Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) and the Panay 
‘Alliance-Karapatan. They assembled from three 
points before converging and holding a rally at 
the grounds of the new Iloilo provincial capitol. 

Journalists in Antique held a 24-vehicle 
caravan in the capital town of San Jose to con- 
demn the rash of killings of journalists and to 
demand justice for the victims, 

Not to be left behind, running priest Robert 
Reyes yesterday serenaded the Supreme 
Court with “protest” Christmas songs pressing 
for the release of suspects in several celebrat- 
ей cases, including the convicts in the killing 
of Sen. Benigno "Ninoy" Aquino Jr. 

Reyes, members of Gomburza, and rela- 
tives of the suspects in the controversial mur- 
ders of Aquino, Manila police Supt. Manolo 
Martinez, Col. Rolando Abadilla, and the 
Chiong sisters in Cebu, all sang protest carols 
in front of the high court yesterday morning. 

Reyes urged the tribunal to consider the pe- 
tition of the 15 soldiers convicted for killing 
Aquino, noting that a new witness, SP04 
Ruben M. Cantimbuhan, had surfaced to 
claim that it was Rolando Galman who shot 
the late senator in August 1983. 


Tension rises 

‘At noon yesterday, the Northem Police Dis- 
trict monitored at least six buses and five jeep- 
neys full of protesters and rally streamers at the 
North Luzon Expressway heading for Metro 
Manila to join the simultaneous mass actions. 

Some 10 members of the Alliance of Pro 
gressive Labor were dispersed by policemen 
at the Chino Roces Bridge in Manila. APLs 
Joey Ignacio said he and other members suf- 
fered bruises in the scuffle. 

“Its human rights day but our right to as 
semble peaceably was violated,” Ignacio said. 

Later, however, the police allowed 1,500 
members ofthe Kilusang Mayo Uno, Gabriela, 
Anakpawis, Bayan and Bayan Muna to march 
on the Chino Roces Bridge. 

Bayan spokesperson Renato Reyes said the 
human rights situation in the Philippines 
might was in a state of calamity because о! 
rampant violations. 


Heart-breaker 

Bayan Muna party-list Rep. Satur Ocampo 
said President Macapagal-Arroyo "broke the 
hearts" of the families and relatives of 30 po- 
litical prisoners when she failed to release 
them in time for this year's commemoration 
of the International Human Rights Day. 

The prisoners included the 20 who were al- 
ready recommended for release as early as 2001 
by the justice department as well as those who 
were ailing and elderly. They were were among 
the 233 politcal prisoners existing under the Ar- 
soyo.administration, With Job B, Belen, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau, Nestor Р Burgos Jr, 
PDI Visayas Bureau, Philip C. Tubeza, Edson C. 
Tandoc Jr, Leila В. Salaverria, Cynthia D. Bal- 
ола, Vincent Cabreza and Maurice Malanes, 
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PDI Northern Luzon Bureau and AP 


The true spirit of giving is when 
you expect nothing in return. 


Thank you for choosing the Lynx. Thank you for choosing the Escape. Allow us to show our appreciation by giving you the chance to get your payment back. 
If you buy any of these vehicles before December 30, you'll be given raffle tickets that could win you back your vehicle's full purchase price! 
There will be one winner each from among the Escape buyers and the Lynx buyers. The more generous you are with your choice of vehicle, 
the more tickets you receive, the more chances of getting back the blessings! 


3 coupons у Escape 2.3L |  10coupons 
5 coupons | Escape 3.0L | 15 coupons 


Egi - 
RS Plus 0% Interest” plans on all Escape and Lynx models. 
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Mga barangay na daty ilang oras lang may tubig, ngayon 24 oras at halos round-the-clock na pagtra-trabaho ng Manila Water, : 
nang may tubig. isang Ayala company at concessionaire ng MWSS. Manila Water 


At mula 24%, naging 90% na ng mga naninirahan sa East Zone* At simula pa lang ito. Sa kanilang ika-7 taon, mas marami pang == сап 

апд nakaranas ng biyaya ng 24-hour water service. gagawin ang Manila Water. Ang na-invest na P9 bilyon ay dadagdagan 
pa para sa 2007, aabot na sa 5 milyong tao sa East Zone ang 2 

At ngayon, ang biyayang По ay umaabot na hanggang sa Montalban, Rizal. — roy oranes ng tuluy-tuloy na pagdaloy ng tubig. At mas maayos Dola ng tublg ay ginhawa 


Lahat ng ito'y nangyari dahil sa iba't-ibang water service projects па pagdaloy ng buhay. 24 oras. 


+ Marikina, Pasig, Mondaluyong. Макаи, malaking bahagi ng Quezon Chy. Son Andres at Sta. Ane sa Manila. Kasame rin diio ang San zunn, Taguig, Patoros, o1 Caint, Tayley, Antipolo, San Maleo wi Moniaiban sa, Rizab 
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Kin deny Chavit secretary went to Erap camp NBI ordered 


RELATIVES of Marilyn Perez, the slain secre- in favor of ousted President Joseph Estrada Interviewed by Sandiganbayan reporters, a to probe killing 
REN lscos Sur Gov Luis “Chavit” Singsom, before she was shot dead on Wednesday by a relative of Perez, Singson's secretary of 16 
yesterday denied reports she was set to testify still unidentified gunman. years, said Perez did not tell them anythi 


By Armand Nocum 
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$ — purchase any MARUBISHI 
Home Appliance 
and your family will instantly love it! Made with the 
best materials and manufactured under 
the strictest quality control standards; 


nor did she show any sign that she was having 
trouble with ће Singsons. 

“There was nothing in her disposition to 
show that she was troubled by something,” 
said a relative who spoke on condition of 
anonymity for fear for her life. 

This developed as Estrada's lead counsel 
Rene Saguisag yesterday informed the anti- 
graft court that Sen. Alfredo Lim would not be 
able to testify for the defense on Monday, thus 
they were withdrawing Estrada’s request to 
appear in court during the hearing. 

Estrada earlier asked the Sandiganbayan that 
he be allowed to hear Lim's testimony on Dec. 13. 

According to Peres relative, if the sup- 
posed “feelers” she had sent to the Estrada 
camp were true, then she would have confid- 
ed in her relatives, or she would have been 
tense from having to make a “serious and 
hard decision like that.” 

Former Maguindanao Rep. Didagen Dilan- 
galen, Estrada's spokesman, had claimed that 
Reyes wanted to leave the Singsons and to 
testify in favor of Estrada. 

But another relative of Perez dismissed the 
claim and asked Estrada and Dilangalen to 
stop spreading the alleged “rumors” of Reyes 
‘wanting to testify for the defense, 

“We appeal to them to stop maligning the 
name of our beloved Marilyn with such un- 
founded rumors,” said an elderly relative who 
also asked not to be named. 

"These malicious insinuations of her want- 
ing to testify against her boss are very unfair 
Marilyn is no longer here to answer these 
charges. Lets leave her in peace,” she said. 

Perez, who was set to testify as a “rebuttal 
witness,” is known to have provided prosecu- 
tion lawyers with information to demolish the 
testimony of defense witnesses. She was shot 
dead while leaving Singson's building in 
Manila early this week. 

Singson earlier said that was the reason she 
was executed. 

But Dilangalen stood pat on their claim, say- 
ing that only Singson had the motive and the 
“homicidal impulse.” He also said they were win- 
ning the case and would not be bothered by the 
supposed testimony of Perez in favor of Singson. 


of peasant leader 


JUSTICE Secretary Raul Gonzalez yesterday 
ordered the National Bureau of Investigation 
to probe allegations that it was a soldier who 
shot and killed peasant leader Marcelino 
*Marcing" Beltran, who was set to testify in a 
congressional inquiry into the violent disper- 
sal ofa strike at Hacienda Luisita last month. 

А son of Beltran said his father had made а 
deathbed declaration that it was a soldier 
‘who shot him in front of the family home їп 
Sta, Ignacia, Tarlac, late Wednesday. 

"I have already ordered the NBI to look into 
the killing. We have to be careful in identify- 
ing the perpetrator. It would be unfair to im- 
mediately blame the military since others 
have put on police or military uniforms when 
they commit a crime,” Gonzalez said. 

Mark Beltran, 18, said his father had de- 
scribed his attacker as wearing a military uni- 
form. Mark was in the tricycle that took Bel- 
tran to the hospital where he was declared 
dead on arrival. 

NBI Interpol chief Ricardo Diaz said Bel- 
tran's reported dying decloration that а sol- 
dier had shot him would have to be studied as 
not all dying declarations should be taken at 
face value. 

“We have to consider the source of the in- 
formation. Dying declarations are stronger 
when they are made to a third party, like a 
doctor, bystander or barangay official who 
helped che dying man," Diaz said. 

Gonzalez said the NBI would help in the n- 
vestigation into the Beltran killing as it has al- 
ready been designated the lead agency in the 
inquiry into the violent Nov. 16 dispersal of 
striking workers at Hacienda Luisita that left 
seven people dead and injured more than 100 
others. 

Gonzalez said the NBI was trying to verify 
several reports, including an allegation that 
three communist New People's Army com- 
manders were killed during the dispersal. 

He said the NBI was also still investigating 
whether the police violated the rules of en- 
gagement. Philip C. Tubeza and Leila B. 
Salaverria 


MARUBISHI appliances are trusted for their 
B durability and elegant finish, perfect for the 
whole family. 
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“HALOS WALA 
NA АКО NGAY! 
NARARAMDAMANG 
SAIET...” 


"35 years akong nagtrabaho 
bilang hospital attendant. 

At marahil, dahil sa debosyon ko + 
sa aking trabaho, madalas 

wala sa oras kung ako'y kumain. 
Kaya ako nagka-ulcer at 
hyperacidity. Nabigyan 
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A CHRISTMAS FAIR 2004 


naman ako noon ng gamot 
sa pinapasukan kong ospital 
kaya lang pabalik-balik pa rin 
ang sakit. 
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Ex-Phivolcs chief: Don't blame 
illegal logging for killer slides 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF MALOLOS—What triggered the 
Killer landslides and floods in Aurora and 
Quezon was the water that accumulated at 
the top of the mountains and that the peaks 
failed to contain, according to geologist Ray- 
mundo Punongbayan. 

“Illegal logging was not the main culprit,” 
Punongbayan told the Ingumex on Thursday 
shortly after conducting an aerial inspection 
of Quezon. He said parts of the Sierra Madre 
mountain range in that province showed deep 
erosion, indicating the large volumes of water 
that sweptit in the last two weeks. 

He added: "There was a mix of trees—big 
ones, small ones, definitely not the size that 
loggers are after. [The loggers were] not re- 
sponsible for the situation.” 


Punongbayan also said most of the trees 
had intact root systems, indicating their re- 
lease from loose, saturated soil. 

Because of the high elevation of the moun- 
tains and their steep slopes, the tendency was 
for the soil and everything on it to go down. 
"That's the law of nature,” he said. 

Punongbayan was the chief Philippine vol- 
canologist when Mt. Pinatubo in Central Lu- 
zon erupted in June 1991. 

His team from the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology made accurate 
predictions of the Pinatubo eruptions—the 
‘worst worldwide during the 20th century. 

Punongbayan said the recent landslides 
and floods were worse than the lahar (vol- 
canic mud), rocks, ash and sand that were 
swept by the rains to the lowlands and that 
buried villages in Pampanga, Tarlac and Zam- 
bales from 1991 to 1997. 


{Landslides and flash floods] are traitors. 
‘They come when least expected,” he sai 

The lahar flows were bigger in magnitude, 
but the landslides and floods were no less 
lethal to the rural folk, he said. 

‘Saying that forested areas did not guaran- 
tee safety, Punongbayan urged those living on 
the foothills to be alert for clues on impending 
landslides and floods. 

"A sudden reduction of stream flow and when. 
the rivers dry up" are signs of damming, or when 
large volumes of water are trapped on mountain 
peaks. When the peaks сап no longer contain this 
amount of water, overtopping or bursting results, 
causing landslides and flash floods, he said. 

Punongbayan said the government should 
install rain gauges on mountains and train 
people to read the amount of rainfall. 

No rain gauge has been installed in Aurora 
and Quezon, he said. 
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CITY OF MALOLOS—A truck 
loaded with relief goods in- 
tended for typhoon victims in 
Dingalan, Aurora, was hk 
jacked last week in Nueva Eci- 
ja, discouraging some donors 
to carry out relief missions in 
that town, Bulacan Gov. Josefi- 
na de la Cruz said. 

De la Cruz said some mem- 
bers of the Filipino-Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry asked her where they 
could bring their relief goods. 

"told them to bring it to Din- 
galan because disaster victims in 
Bulacan have been gening 
enough. They would not want to 
because one of their trucks was 
hijacked while on its way to Din- 
galan,” De la Cruz said in Thurs- 
days meeting of the Regional 
Development Council. 

To avoid a similar incident, 


Food truck hijacked 


Central Luzon police director 
Enrique Galang asked relief or- 
ganizations to coordinate with 
the regional police in Camp 
Olivas, Pampanga. 

During the same meeting, 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur 
Yap appealed to Central Luzon 
officials to provide counterpart 
funds for the rehabilitation of 
agricultural areas devastated 
by the successive typhoons. 

“The DA could not do this 
alone so we need counterpart 
funds from the affected local 
govemments and from your 
representatives in the rehabili- 
tation efforts," Yap said. 

Bulacan alone lost more 
than P382 million worth of 
vegetables, rice, livestock and 
fisheries. “Tonette Orejas and 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


Celebrating 50 years of sustainable success! 


Heifer International Philippines is 
working with community organizations 
and local government units to help rural 
families стевіе communities that are 
healthy. fulfilling and profitable. 

Heifer began its work in the Philippines 
in 1954 when the boats earying animals 
for South Korea exchanged some goats for 
Philippine monkeys to take back to the 
United States for sale to zoos. 

“The ров were given to local YMCA, 
which distributed them to the farmers in 
Leyte. The program was later administered 

the United Church of Christ and United 
Methodist missionaries who worked to- 
gether through the Philippine Global Life 
Center. 

The program ceased in 1983 due to tur- 
bulent political condition ss well as the 
leadership vacuum created with tbe retire- 
ment of the UCC missionary coordinating 
the program. 

їп February 1986, а Heifer employee 
travelled to the Philippines to explore the 
possibilty of reopening the program and 
by September of the same year, the Philip- 
pine program was officially opened 
through the Philippine Rural Life Center. 

Inline with Heifers standard practices, 
Heifer Philippines uses livestock, training 
‘and technical services to help rural families. 
improve the living conditions and at the 
same time take care of their environment. 

Passing the Gift, the practice of passing 
on the offspring/s of the livestock given by 
project recipients to other necdy families, 
is an integral part of the Philippine pro- 


gram. This obligation of sharing and giv- 
ing blends well with the norms and iradi- 
tions of bayanihan or mutual help practiced 
across communities within the archipela- 
go. The Filipino value of reciprocity en- 
Sures the sustainability of the project and 
the organization 

Heifer Philippines has identified five 
key priority issues in its effort to provide 
families with sustainable livelihood that is 
economically viable and ecologically 
sound. 

Holistic Program - Field program de- 
sigas will build on the historical strength of 
Heifer and will address the interwoven 
concems of poor families. Programs and 
projects will bear а livestock intervention 
їп appropriate way, as а spearhead, entry 
point ог weaving component. Dubbed 
"livestock based holistic approach to hu- 
man development." the Heifer Intermation- 
al Philippines shall evolve and undertake 
relevant programs in a learning. process 
mode, with the application of participatory 
tools techniques and approaches. 

Resources Stewardship and Accouniabili- 
ty- Heifer Intemational Philippines will pre- 
seat itself a trustworthy and accountable or- 
‘ganization with parem. The stewardship 
vell enable responsible and judicious use of 
granis and donations at the right time and 
amount in compliance with legal policies of 
the Philippine government and partners, and 
consistent with Heifer Intemational’ stan- 
dard system and procedures. 

Capacity Development - Building com- 
petencies shall be а continuous process of 


learning among Heifer staff and partner 
groups. Capacity development of program 
Staff апд partners is directly related to the. 
ability and capability of human resources 
working towards self-levelopment. 

Partnerships Development - Heifer In- 
ternational Philippines works with diverse. 
communities and development agencies. 

‘communities where strong people's or- 
ganizations, nongovernmental organiza- 
tions and government agencies exist, 
Heifer shall endeavour to work with these 
like-minded organizations and agencies in 
partnership mode where resources are 
Jointly shared and mobilized among part- 
‘ners, Heifer shall adopt donor-partner rela- 
tionships (not just donor-recipient) with 
project proponents, accompenying them in 
undertaking own programs and projects for 
defined period of time. 

‘Monitoring and Evaluation System - A 
good monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 
system makes hierarchy of objectives logi- 
cal and aligned, and the effort to make the 
Heifer Intemational Philippines strong in 
this aren is subsumed in is five-year strate- 
gic plan. The system shall provide docu- 
mentation, transparency, and establishes 
accountability of results, and impact of 
programs and projects. 

As Heifer Philippines marks its golden 
anniversary it looks forward to providing 
тоге Filipino families opportunities and 
hopes to produce theif own food and in- 
crease their income through ways that are. 
economically sound and environmentally 
friendly. 


brighter future for hardworking 


tor and his family 


Because poverty has deprived him 


participants to HL-Philippines’ gost 


[rom 


Heifer International works with com- 
munities to Fight hunger and poverty and 
care for the earth, Since 1944, it has helped 
some 7 million families or more ап 38 
million people directly or indirectly in 
more than 115 countries around the world. 
Direct assistance includes gilts оГ livo- 
stock, raining and passing on thee. Indi- 
rect assistance includes informal farmer- 
‘o-furmer training, livestock breeding ser- 
ices and benefits from the work of Heifer- 
trained community animal health workers, 
Helfer envisions а world of communi 
ties living together in peace and equitably 
sharing the resources of a healthy planet 
Fundamental to its approach to sustainable 
development is "Passing on the git". Re- 
Source-linited fmihes who received an 
nimal "repay" the loan by passing on une 
от more offspring to other families These. 
families in turn pass on the gift to ether 
alis. Thus, creating a network of fami- 


Heifer Works Around The World 


organization to be more efective, relevant, 
and efficient, 

A Unique Approach to Ending Hunger 
and Poverty. 

Heifers work throughout the world wre 
guided by s set of principles called the Cor- 
mersioncs for Just and Sustainable Devel- 
opment 


Passing on the Gift 
‘Accountability 

Sharing nd Caring 

Susisisbiliy end Sel-elionce 
Improved Animal Management 
Nutrition and Income. 

Genuine Need and Justice 


G ender and Family Focus 
Improving the Environment. 
Full Participation. 

T raining and Education. 


of a good education, 49-year-old 
Nestor Fuentes relied on hard work to 
Р Wife. He migrated from the 
Visayas to Lantupan, Bukidnon where 


he met his wife, Jessielyn Roses. 
When th 


come by learning various crafts and 
‘eventually worked as a plumber and 
carpenter in the community Jessielyn, 
for her рап, raised several livestock in 
their backyard to help sustain their 


growing family. 


In 1994, Nestor became one Sf the 
mesearch-parters of the User First 
work plan ofthe SANREM collabora- 
tive program in Bukidnon implement- 
ed by Heifer Inemmional - Philip- 
pines (HI-Philippines) and a local 
agricultura! agency. Together with 
several other farmers of Lentopan, he 
learned about sustainable farming 
practices. These farmer-members, in- 
cluding Nestor, later formed ALSA- 

which is now one ofthe ac- 
ive project partners of HI-Philippines 


Kalikup 


in Lantapan. 


His reputation as a hard worker and 
his knowledge of sustainable farm 
practices made Nestor a hands-down 
choice io become one of the project 


‘were just starting, the 
Fuentes couple does not have much 

works simply as a farm 
сећи Nestor looked for 


dispersa project with ALSA-Kaliku- 
pan when it was launched in 1997. 
Nestor received from the project four 
does anda communal buck. 

Nestor fully utilizes his goats ma- 
more as fertilizers for his farm, thereby 
doing away with costly chemical fer- 
"ize inputs. Aside from the signifi- 
cant savings he was able to generate by 
using organic fertilizer, Nestor also 
noted an increase in his com and cof- 
fee bean harvest. 

‘When HI-Philippines introduced 
the Community Animal Health Volun- 
ier (САНУ) Program in Lentapan 
several months later, Nestoris one of 
the lend participants. He becomes one 
ofthe most active animal health volun- 
teers not only in their community but 
also in mos parts of Lantapan. Apply- 
ing his САНУ skills to his own live- 
stock allowed him to pess-on eight 
heads to two other ALSA farmefari- 
lies in less than two years afer receiv- 
fog the livestock from HI Philippines. 

Nestor ow has a total of 19 gosts ~ 

14 does and five bucks. He has sold 
(our gosts in the past but docs nol want 
то sell again until his hond reaches 20. 
He is likely to able sell his gosts again. 
ss some of his docs are now pregnant 
and would give birth in the next few 
months. Though he does not want o 
put it directly but Nestor s actually ro- 


lies sharing livestock. knowledge, re- [— 


Spritaality 


serving the selling of his goes for the 
education of his seven children who 
are all studying - two in college, one in 
high school and four in elementary 
level 

But that is not enough for the hard- 
working Fuentes couple. Nestor works 
ов parttime technician at а local elec- 
тїс company. Over at their backyard, 
Jessielyn has expanded her own Ii 
stock from previously just raising 
chickens and geese to include cows 
and, of course, goats. Relative income 
improvements from their farm pro- 
dice and livestock, as well as Nestor's 
many other vocations, enabled the 
Fuentes family to purchase the three 
hectares of land that Nestor us been 
tilling for years. 


sources and skills, Woven into every aspect 
Gf Herfer work is a commitment to gender 
‘equity. caring for the environment and en 
mal well-being. 

Herer sows hope for а world without 
hunger through SEED - Susta, Educate, 
Enable and Develop. 

То help build sustainable livelihoods 
and food systems, Heifer works will help 

ant number of men and отет. 
around the world to develop 


ng inegrited livestock producti, 
То equip famhes fo make informed 
ces and take actions ta reduce poverty. 
and environmental. degradation, 
Hever works to ensure at men and wom | cei 
"ege, creat awareness skills, nd reflex. 
tion on global issues relevant a thsi lives 
and communities. 

Heifer wil influence srid support prae 
lice, policies and legal environments In 
winch small-scale farmers operate so hat 
hey will help und support farmers stend 
of working aguinst them. Пабег works fo 
empower fumies to become agen of 
‘chango In decstons that аПес the hveli- 
ood. Heifer auo extends Ho infuence 
through education, adiocacy nnd coalition 
building so hat smal yale farmors voices 
will bo heard 

Heifer will continuo to be evolve as an 


Teody's Love for Stephanie 


By: Romulo G. Garcia 
Twas April 5,2001, the members of 
United Small 
Barangay Jagullanon were on а festive 
mood as they reecive 11 carabaos from 
Lets Нар Bohol Program or LHB а 
program spearheaded by the Provincial 
Goverment of Bobol with assistance 
vof Heifer International Philippines. 
As his name is called, Teodoro Balili 
фей his emotion ru 
тв he walked towards the stage to re- 
his donor card. 
Teodoros mind was wandering t hat 
moment. He recalls the teusing and sare M 
amie remarks by his neighbors "Vou 
hold ыыр making children Teody, how 
©ш yuu (ecd your chikiren if you dont 
Work? You we һшу Teody" Не was 
‘awakened imm his reverie when the 
Provincia Vetennaran 
"Теоду, what will te ihe name of your 
mibi?" “Stephanie,” Teady replied. 
Family. Teodoro Balil 
called by hie friends, is 44 years old. 
His wife, Pablia is 36. They already 
have K child 
riage. They are tenons living in a 1.7 


Catigbian. 
атлет Association of 


their family to en. 
ing in excitement 


other fruit trees. 
shed Ыт, vegetables! 
lakes most of her timo. 
Teody as 


their 6 years of mare 


Their life is not easy. They livein a4 
X 2 meter nipa hur wiih bamboo 
walling. too small for a family of ten. 
Feeding 8 children tree square meals a 
day В even barder. Teody end his wife. 
had to borrow money and asked for 
food from relatives and neighbors for йу. 


Income. Farming was the family's the 
main source of income. 
Тообуз farm produce was very limited, 
ho did not have a deaf animal о help 
in his work. He only culvates 
5.000 з, m. of palay and 1.000 sq. т. 
of eor and а small vegetable ares. Не 
also tends few bananas, coconuts and 


Раоа helps the family by selling 
и ве volume is very limite 
ed since attending to eight children 


Dream. Teody wishes to soe his chll- 
dren complete College education, but 
sending wo children to tbe Elementary 
‘School and another two kids to High 
School is already a very big challenge 


ford to buy them clothes, and school 
uniforms, supplies and snacks. Many 
times, their children bad to go to school 
‘without eating а fll meal, 

Lets Help Bobol Program. The Pro- 
gram dramatically changed the work 
abit and lifestyle of Teody. With the 
seminar on values formation, Heifer 
Comerstones, technical training, and 
with Stephanie as farming partner, 
"Teody proved to his neighbors that he is 
not lazy, ond he can provide for his fam- 


Stephanie, a big help in cultivating 

became an inspimtion to 
тоду. And Teody goes ю the field ear- 
1y in the morning and works ший Ше т 
the afternoon, sometimes even extend- 
ing nal early evening, 

"Today. The Balili house has now 
doubled in size withthe extension made 
of concrete hollow blocks. It has galva- 
rized iron roofing and has clectneity, 
сонау of the Muncipal Mayor. 

"When asked how he was able 1o ren- 
ovate his house, Teody proudly an- 
swored, "Wilh Stephanie, 1 am now tll- 
img 12000 square meters of palsy, 
3,500 square meters of corn, and had in- 
creased my vogetsble ares. | am no 
longer renting а carabao so | am able to 
save for the repair of our house. Раіна 

seiling vegetables, some 


However, 


times rotuming home at 11 im the 
evening." 

Furthermore, he claims, "Now | 
des worry about tho school allowance 
of my school chidren becwuse they 
help in selling vegetables бипп week 
ends for which they эге paid 20 pesos, 

fora weeks allowance.” 

тоду sso proud of his Ie now, соро 
йу since he now ogeupes a position in 
the barangay: This üesunubon bring 
about selfaworh und raped among 
neighbor, fnends and reves witha ho 
Tavs be- 


Nestor may have already cared 
some of his keeps в а farmer but be- 
Teves he still has a long way to go 

Aside from providing for their needs 
and education, Nestor and Jesselyn 
never fail to impart 10 their children 
the essence of hard work. In fct they 
have involved their lads on most of 
their farm activities. During summer 
or whenever there are no classes, 
Nestor makes his children do farm 
work such as feeding the goats and 
other livestock. Арап from molding 
his children with the right character 10 
жо with good education, Nestor also 
wants to pass fo them the legacy of 
hand work; for it is through lard work 
that he and Jessiclyn was able to pro 

vide for them. 


fore Stephane came os lifo. 

For Stephanie, she now hus a nio- 
month old carwcaif which will be passed 
sé gif ю another recipient Hopefully, it 
"ill bo repeat of Teo story. 

Lessons. Toody reflects on his expe- 
ence end leumed, "We have to work 
harder and ensure that the money we 
eam does not goto wasto. | om thankful 
i God for the blessings mud good 
heal, | am akso thankful to tho donors 
for the gif. am very willing to share 
what 1 havo because 1 know the Joy of. 
shoring.” fed 
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New PM shares secrets of Singapore's success 


From page Al 


«тес upon Ms Arroyo's prodding during 
their joint press conference yesterday in 
Malacafiang. She had invited him to 
talk about his tiny city-state's “best 
practices” in fighting corruption, which 
he first discussed during the recent 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit in Chile. 


Keeping system clean 

“T think the most important thing we 
ave in Singapore was we inherited а 
dean system, one which the British 
colonial government administered, and 
"when the Peoples Action Party took 
over in 1959, we kept it clean,” Lee 
std. 

He said it was “a lot easier” to keep a 
ean system than to clean up a system 
that had “gone wrong.” 

"Secondly, we established a mecha- 
ism to make sure that if anybody was 
corrupt, [he] would be found out, in- 
vestigated and punished,” he said. 


Starting at the top 

‘According to Lee, the head of the 
Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau 
reports directly to the prime minister 
‘and can investigate any official, includ- 
ing ministers. 

‘He said it was important that corrupt 
people, especially officials, were pun- 
ished: "There's no other way to do that. 
Ithas to start at the very top. 

“If people see that ministers are mak- 
ing decisions and having some benefits 
along the way, then you can't do it se- 
стеу. Your subordinates, your secre- 
taries must know and say, ‘Well, if the 
boss is doing that, I better put aside 
something for myself, too! And the 
‘whole system will go wrong. 

7 “So you have to start clean, keep it 
clean. Its sometimes painful but that's 
the only way to doit.” 

‘Thirdly, Singapore finds “virtue” in 
ensuring that officials and members of 
the bureaucracy are well-paid. 

"lf we don't pay [someone] proper 
wages, even at the working level, he 
can'tearna living for himself and for his 
family" Lee said, adding: 

“Tts not possible to {tell someone], 
Gu must not take a little percentage so 
as to stamp a passport or approve an ap- 
plication or to slant a decision one way 
‘or the other. He has to live. 

4,180 we made a virtue of paying our 
T servants competitively. We require 
them to perform, but our philosophy is, 
Whatever [we pay] in wages is well 
worth the performance we get from 
them.” 


Also her dream 
Ms Arroyo could only express envy 
for Singapore's not-so-novel formula. 
~ "With regard to the high pay of pub- 
lic servants, that is also my dream. But 
irs difficult to do that right now given 
our budget deficit. That's why we need 
to do fiscal reform so that we can afford 
‘abetter-paid bureaucracy” she said. 
The President said the government's 
ieengineering plan—which includes 


Alaga ka 


AT THE JOINT press conference in Malacafiang, President Arroyo and Prime Minister Hsien Loong agree to boost bilateral 


and economic ties, regional efforts to fight terrorism and improve investments between their two countries. 


attractive retirement pay for redundant 
employees—was being implemented to 
raise savings partly for the pay increase 
of a “leaner and meaner” bureaucracy. 

She said her administration was bent 
оп fighting corruption, which she ac- 
knowledged as a major hindrance to 
economic development and prosperity. 

She also said Singapore's clean sys- 
tem “might be enough to make us feel 
very desperate” for a new form of gov- 
‘ernment, but that she would not wait 
for a parliamentary system to be in 
place before taking action 


Hong Kong model 

The President said she had been try- 
ing to put in place an anti-corruption 
mechanism similar to Hong Kong's In- 
dependent Commission Against Cor- 
ruption (сас). 

‘She said Hong Kong graduated from 
being a “corrupt system” 30 years ago 
to being perceived as corruption-free 
seven years after [сас began the good 
work. 

"Tm trying to learn from the Hong 
Kong experience," she said, adding that. 


a workshop organized by Icac.faunder,,, .. Н 
Tony Kouk would be leid Bex? week | [де 
бөл 


Cabinet and sub-Cabinet members. = 
She also said she had ordered a re- 
vival of a one-stop business processing 
shop to address concerns of Singapore- 
an and even Filipino businessmen 
about bureaucratic red tape “and the 
corruption that goes with it." 


Not only corruption 

But Lee suggested that Singaporean 
investors were concemed not only 
about corruption but also about con- 
tracts being scuttled or nullified by 
Philippine courts. 

He said Philippine officials and b 


na, 
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panalo ka pa! 


nessmen should first "make a pitch” to 
show that the environment is “improv- 
ing,” that there were “attractive oppor- 
tunities” for investors to consider, and 
that investors would be assured that “as 
the project develops, they will be 
looked afer” 

Lee, however, said Ms Arroyo had ex- 
plained what she was doing in that re- 
gard, “I think that would be very help- 
ful,” he said. 

He also said Singaporean companies 
here—like Singtel, Globe Telecoms and 
Keppel—were doing well. 


Wide range of concerns 

Lee said he and Ms Arroyo had dis- 
cussed a wide range of concerns, such 
as expanding trade, investment and 
tourism exchanges, increasing coopera- 
tion on antiterror plans such as ex- 
change of information and interdiction 
of terrorist funds, and enhancing cul- 
tural ties. 

He said he had also proposed the 
renegotiation and expansion of the air 
agreement berween Singapore and the 
Philippines. 

Lfhat there were only 17 
Weck between the two coun- 
гей to 200 with Hong Kong 
and Kuala Lumpur and 400 with 
Bangkok and Jakarta. 

“Its really out of proportion to the 
potential that we could develop if [we] 
have more flights” Lee said 

Ms Arroyo said she would consider 
the proposal, her policy direction being 
toward liberalizing the aviation indus- 


чу. 

She said the Philippines was invit- 
ing more Singaporean tourists and 
that the government would grant "fre- 
quencies to Singaporean budget air- 
lines” that would use the Diosdado 
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Macapagal International Airport in 
Clark, Pampanga. 


‘Fresh start’ 

Lee, who was accompanied here by 
his wife Ho Ching, executive director 
and CEO of Temasek Holdings, gradu- 
ated with first class honors in mathe- 
matics. 

He holds a diploma in computer sci- 
ence from the University of Cambridge, 
and also attended the Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard University. 

Ms Arroyo said Lee represented “a new 
consensus in Asia, a fresh start in the 
world." She said she was impressed by the 
"breadth and depth" of his world view. 


Hospitality praised 

Lee praised Filipino hospitality for 
his second visit, his first as premier. 

“1 deeply appreciate President Ar- 
royo's kind invitation and very gener- 
ous hospitality, particularly at a time of 
alot of stress and preoccupation for her 
because of the recent typhoons that hit 
Luzon,” he said. 

He expressed his condolences to the 
typhoon victims "and also to the Philip- 
pines generally”. 

“The President Briefed me on the sit- 
uation and I'm quite sure the Philippine 
people will take it with customary 
courage and determination and cope 
wich this latest adversity” he said. 


Seed money 

А member of the Singaporean Em- 
assy said the Singapore government 
had donated $50,000 for the disaster 
victims. The amount was used as "seed 
money" for contributions from Singa- 
porean firms and organizations and 
would be coursed through the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross. 
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Bad news ... 
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sued Wednesday; until further notice, the gov- 
ernment will not process applications filed af- 
ter January 2002. With this change, what has 
been a 60-day wait for a US work permit could 
now drag on for three years or more. 

“It's basically going to cut them off,” said 
Charles Oppenheim, head of the State De- 
partments immigrant visa control division. 

Recruiters have long sought nurses from the. 
Philippines, where schools train nurses for 
work in the United States. The change could 
leave a gaping hole for hospitals across the 
country that increasingly rely on foreign-born 
nurses to bridge a nursing shortage. 


Aging US population 
‘Authorities have warned that the US could 
face a shortage of roughly 275,000 nurses by 
2010, though exact estimates are dificult to 
come by. Technology will likely reduce the 
number of nurses needed in the future, but 
the aging US population will require more. 
Nurses in the United States said they hope the 
new limits would help refocus attention on train- 
ing and recruitment of nurses within the country 
“1f the industry has ready access to nurses 
from whatever, they would never address why 
we dont have a sufficient domestic nursing 
work force,” said Cheryl Peterson, senior policy 
analyst for the American Nurses Association, ` 
But in the short term, the change would hurt 
hospitals, health economist Len Nichols said. 


RP major source of nurses 

"The Philippines is our major source of im- 
ported nurses. We've been doing that ata clip 
of thousands a year for a while now said 
Nichols, vice president of the Center for 
Studying Health System Change, a nonparti- 
san Washington, D.C.-based think tank. 

Nurses are not the only workers affected by the 
change. Doctors and tech workers also fall in the 
same category, but the work permit options for 
nurses are more limited under immigration rules. 

Robert Salasar, 31, a nurse from the Philip- 
pines, began working at a Los Angeles area hos- 
pital in July and is awaiting his green card. 

's better pay and less patients,” Salasar 
said of his job. 

But he now worries that friends and family 
in the Philippines will have to wait years for 
the same opportunity. 

Canadian and Mexican nurses can also ob- 
tain visas to work in the United States under 
the North American Free Trade Agreement. 
But not enough Canadians opt to come south, 
while Mexico does not produce sufficient 
numbers of US-qualified nurses, Nichols said. 

The new quota limit is actually the indirect 
result of a more efficient immigration process. 
After Sept. 11, 2001, the system experienced а 
backlog due to updated security measures. 
Many foreign worke from the Philippines, and. 
toa lesser extent, India and mainland China, got 
by on temporary work permits as they waited 
for their “number” to come up for a green card. 

Now those cases are being processed. The 
government said that beginning Jan. 1, it would 
no longer issue new temporary work permits for 
"workers from these countries unti it had dealt 
with the backlog, which could take several years. 

Immigration attorney Carl Shusterman, 
whose firm represents hospitals throughout 
California and helps about 350 Filipino nurs- 
esa year find jobs in the United States, said he 
frequently obtained work permits for quali- 
fied nurses in 60 days, allowing them to work 
as they wait the roughly three years for their 
permanent residency. AP 
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Ho, ho 


» By Carlito Pablo 


ji STANLEY Ho of Macau and other 
foreign casino magnatesare close 
* to gaining а foothold in the local 
gambling scene. 

The House committee on leg- 
»islative franchises has recom- 
mended for floor approval a 
|. measure which, among others, 
lvmwill allow the Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
|. i to enter into joint ventures with 
=! "foreign corporate or legal enti- 
ties.” 

v The proposed measure amend- 
ing the Pagcor charter is embod- 
ied in House Bill No. 3409 spon- 


гоо 


! ByGIIC. Cabacungan Jr. 


! “GOVERNMENT Service Insur- 
i ance System general manager 
Winston Garcia yesterday jus- 
tified the drastic reforms he 
' implemented at the state pen- 
sion fund, saying these were 
meant to prolong the lifespan 
‘of GSIS coffers which have 
been cut by more than half 
"from 65 years in 1997 to 32 
"years in 2002. 
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sored by Representatives Federi- 
co Sandoval (Lakas, Malabon- 
Navotas) and Mauricio Domogan 
(Lakas, Baguio City). 

‘The ЫЙ hopes to enable Pagcor 
to "dock floating casinos in any 
part of the Philippines.” 

Ho, who attempted to make 
his presence felt in the country 
during the abbreviated term of 
deposed President Joseph Estra- 
da, is particilarly known for his 
floating casinos and restau- 
rants. 

‘The measure will allow Pagcor 
to put up gaming establishments 
“whether on land or sea” but 
must “consult” with concerned 


Addressing members of the 
Philippine Government Employ- 
ees Association in Malacafiang on 
Thursday, Garcia bared the pre- 
carious financial situation of the 
GSIS and appealed for more un- 
derstanding and appreciation for 
his reforms. 

“I also want to be loved just 
like any one of you, it’s human 
nature,” said Garcia, who has 
been vilified by state employ- 
ees who have been grumbling 
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local government units. 

According to the bill, gaming 
can be done “at anytime of the 
day or night.” 

Pagcor can “establish and oper- 
ate clubs and casinos for amuse- 
ment and recreation, including 
sports gaming pools (basketball, 
football, lotteries, bingo parlors, 
ete.) and other forms of amuse- 
ment and recreation including 
games of chance.” 

It can also “enter into, make, 
perform and carry out contracts 
of every kind and for any lawful 
purpose ... including but not lim- 
ited to joint venture agreements 
ог similer agreements with local 


over the undue delays in the re- 
lease of their pension and their 
loans. 

Garcia, who took over the GSIS 
post when President Macapagal- 
Arroyo assumed power in 2001, 
said the state pension funds 
dwindling resources forced him 
to implement reforms, particular- 
ly the establishment of a comput- 
erized online system that unified 
GSIS paper records in one 
database. 
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or foreign corporate or legal enti- 
Чез.” 

The proposed measure extends 
Pagcor's franchise, which expires 
оп July 11, 2008, for another 25 
years. It also provides a second 
renewal of another 25 years, or a 
guaranteed corporate life of 50 
years from 2008. 

The bill, however, does not al- 
low the agency to operate jai 
alai—the Basque ball game once 
popular in Metro Manila. 

Also, Pagcor gaming areas will 
“not be openly accessible to the 
general public.” 

Persons allowed to play are 
tourists, foreigners and Filipinos 


Garcia made a presentation on 
the dramatic decline in the fund's 
actuarial life—losses of roughly 
six years annually—which have 
been due -to poor collections 
(67.5 percent) that has translated 
to P40 billion in unpaid premi- 
ums and over P25 billion of loans 
in default. 

These losses were traced to the. 
absence ofa reliable membership 
profile and the lack of an appro- 
priate agencies accounts manage- 
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, ho: House committee plays Santa to Pagcor 


with a gross monthly income of 
P50,000, and two guests of the 
said qualified players provided 
that such guests are at least 21 
yearsold. 

With the endorsement of the 
bill by the House committee on 
legislative franchises, the mea- 
sure will be subjected to floor de- 
bates and approval depending on 
the chamber's schedule. 

Tt will need a counterpart mea- 
sure from the Senate, after which 
the reconciled bill will have to be 
approved by the two chambers of 
‘Congress, and then signed by the 
President for it to be enacted into 
law. 


Garcia defends GSIS reforms, cites P40-B unpaid premiums, P25-B bad loans 


‘ment system to keep track of re- 
mittances and payments. GSIS 
had relied solely on government 
certification for members’ service 
records. 

Garcia said these loopholes in 
the GSIS were exploited by “un- 
scrupulous persons in and out of 
the GSIS” who took out pensions 
and loans granted to dead or ficti- 
tious members and non-aveiling 
members. 

Through the computerization 


RP sailor missing, 11 others 
saved as ship runs aground 


By T] Burgonio 


A FILIPINO crewman went miss- 
ing after a helicopter that plucked 
him and several others from their 
sinking Malaysian cargo vessel 
crashed into the icy Alaskan seas 
during rescue operations last 
Wednesday, officials said yester- 
day. 

Eleven other rescued Filipino 
crew members of the ill-fated MV 
Selendang Ayu were brought to 
safety, the officials said. 

The Filipino, whom officials 
declined to identify, was among 
seven crewmen who were res- 
cued by a US Coast Guard heli- 
copter before their vessel broke 
into two and sank in the 
Alaskan seas off Aleutian is- 
lands. 

Due to “adverse weather con- 
ditions,” the helicopter dived into 
the icy waters, Six of the rescued 
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program, Garcia said the GSIS 
‘was able to purge its membership 
from 2.7 million to 1.3 million; 
update and reconcile its service 
profiles; and speed up the with- 
drawal of loans and processing of 
claims. 

Aside from the computeriza- 
tion program, Garcia said he also 
instituted a premium-based poli- 
cy that ensured that the benefits 
equal the premiums paid by 
members. 


crewmen, including the Filipino, 
went missing after the crash, the 
officials said. 

Strong winds and stormy 
weather forced the rescuers to 
halt their operations last Wednes- 
day night, and resume these the 
next day. 

Foreign affairs spokesperson 
Gilberto Asuque said the Philip- 
pine Consulate General in San 
Francisco, United States, which 
has jurisdiction over Alaska, con- 
tinued to coordinate with the US 
Coast Guard for any information 
on the missing Filipino. 

Secretary Alberto Romulo has 
instructed Undersecretary Jose 
Brillantes and the consul general 
in San Francisco to extend “all 
possible assistance” to the Fil- 
ipino crewmen of the ill-fated 
vessel 

The 12 Filipinos were part of 
the 26-man crew of the vessel. 
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department against the Cuisias, charging 
them with 14 counts of estafa for allegedly 
swindling them out of P134 million. 

Gerardo and Luis Jose and Cynthia Lopez 
supported their parent's charges in a separate 
complaint-affidavit. 

"My name is more important than money” 
said Cuisia who is president of the Philippine 
‘American Life and General Insurance Co. (Phil- 
amlife), the largest and most diversified insur- 
ance firm in the county with an investment 
portfolio reaching P81.47 billion as ofend-2003. 

‘Cuisia said Vicky’ three siblings had engaged 
їп a vicious and malicious campaign to smear 
his reputation to pressure her into surrendering 
control of their parents funds to them. 


Using parents 

Vicky and a third brother, Rene Jose, spoke 
to the media for the first time yesterday. They 
said their three siblings were lusting after the 
funds and were using their parents illness to 
get what they wanted. 

‘According to the Cuisias, the patriarch Domin- 
go Jose suffers from "hepatic encelopathy cirrho- 
sis and chronic renal disorder" which can cause 
the production of toxins that affect comprehen- 
sion and mental reasoning while the mother 
Emilia isa diabetic with occasional mental lapses. 

"When they were still in full control of their 
mental faculties, both my father-in-law and 
mother-in-law instructed my wife not to let her 
siblings know how much money was in my 
wife's custody because of their fear that Vicky's 
three siblings would try to obtain control of the 
funds and totally dissipate them,” Cuisia said. 


Wife's apology 

Vicky apologized to her husband “for being 
dragged into this family controversy, being 
the innocent victim of a malicious attack on 
his character which he had religiously pro- 
tected for himself and his family.” 

She said her husband was never involved in. 
any of the companies of the Joses, much less 
in the management of any funds belonging to 
the family. 

Vicky and Rene said the funds referred toin 
the complaint were intact and safely invested 
with private banks. 

The family's core business is real estate and 
property management. Vicky has been the 
treasurer and custodian of the Jose family 
companies for more than 20 years, apart from 
being a substantial stockholder ofthe firms. 


‘Pure baloney’ 

Rene said the amount of P134 million be- 
ing claimed in the complaint filed by their 
parents was “pure baloney.” 

He said the original amount reportedly en- 
trusted to the Cusias was P74 million, out of 
which the debt payments were reduced so the 
amount went down to P41 to P42 million. He 
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Cuisia files P100-M suitvs wife's ... 


CUISIA with wife Vicky and brother-in-law Rene Jost 


said the funds grew to between P62 and P65 
million under his sister's stewardship. 

“I have examined the accounts and records 
and 1 can categorically say that this suit 
against Mr. Jose Cuisia and my sister Vicky 
has absolutely no basis,” Rene said. 

A businessman based in Pennsylvania in 
the United States, Rene said he has been Пу- 
ing back and forth for the past three weeks 
trying to settle the conflict among his siblings. 
He is a trustee and co-signatory with the par- 
ents of the disputed accounts. 


Internal problem 

“My siblings are exerting undue 
over my parents, thus creating this embar- 
rassing situation for the family. As 
would like to say this is an internal family 
problem and should not involve Mr. Jose L. 
Cuisia who has absolutely nothing to do with 
these accounts,” he said. 

He said his siblings were “in dire need” of 
money but he could not tolerate resorting to 
foul means, He seid the three siblings who fled 
suit against the Cuisias have been living off thie 
familys funds for the past few years, receiving 
ample salaries and their share of dividends. 


Bankruptcy 

In the 1970s, Vicky recalled that the Jose 
family corporations invested heavily in a con- 
struction project in Malaysia run by her broth- 
ers Gerardo and Luis. She said this project 
һай failed because of “lack of expertise and 
poor management.” 

“My brother Luis left the family corporation 
tobe on his own. My sister Cynthia was not in- 
volved in the family corporation,” she said 

Vicky said she and her parents and some 
loyal employees had worked hard to rehabili- 
tate the company. In 2003, she said the com- 
pany was able to pay off its debts and free up 
their mortgaged properties. 

“As the treasurer, I built up earnings from 
corporate funds which are incidentally intact. 
My parents have been regularly updated of the 
financial status of the companies,” she said. 
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Why lefties . . . 


From page Al while left-handedness occurred 
ers, guitars, scissors and golf only among 3 percent of the pop- 
clubs designed for the righthand- ulation. Ц 
ed majority. ‘At the other end of the scale, the 

‘Statistical evidence links several Yanomamo had four homicides рег 
autoimmune diseases, such as in- 1,000 inhabitants per year, while 
flammatory bowel syndrome and ul-_lef-handers accounted for a huge 
cerative colitis, with lefthandedness. 22.6 percent of their population.1, 

Under Darwin's principles ofevo- Faurie and Raymond do not 
tution, genes that hamper survival of say that to be lefthanded is, a 
the species should get weeded out. source of violence and they stréss 

So it is a small mystery as to that violence can also have! a 
why the lefthanded have not rangeofcomplexcauses.,; ' 

|g gone the way of the dinosaurs. What the data does imply is that 
H Я the genes for leftnandedness have 
i Evolutionary boon survived because, quite literally, in 
French anthropologists believe distant past, they helped their own- 
Ў they have the answer: lefthand- ers survive in the human jungle. 
edness, far from being a disad- 


vantage, is an evolutionary boon. Fighting hypothesis 
Their theory is that lefhanders “This result strongly supports 
survived—and in some cultures the fighting hypothesis,” the pair 
thrived—because they were bet- say "More generally, it points to 
ter at fighting, having a built-in the importance of violence in un- 
advantage in combat with a derstanding the evolution of 
righthanded opponent. handedness.” In traditional soci 
Charlotte Faurie and Michel eties, individual combat has im 
Raymond, of the Institute of Evo- portant consequences. The win 
lutionary Sciences at the Universi- ner becomes the alpha male, gain 
ty of Montpellier in southem ing in social status and becoming 
France, compared the number of an attractive mating prospect. 
lefhanded people with the num- Тһе idea behind their théo 
ber of homicides in eight tradi- ry—published on Wednesday іл 
tional societies where the weapon Proceedings В of the Royal Society 
was a knife or a machete. Britain's de-facto Academy of Sci 
“They analyzed data from eightso- ence—comes from sport, where the 
etes: the machete-wielding Kreyol southpaw technique often gets the 
people of Dominica; the Ntumu peo- better of confused righthanders. 
le of Cameroon; the Dioulaspeak- — "Lefhnders have an advantagi 
ing people of Burkina Faso; the Baka im sports involving dual confronta 
people in Gabon; the ipo people of tons, such as fencing, tennis and 
Tian Jaya; and Inuit people in Alas- baseball (pitchers against batters) 
ka, Greenland and Canada; the Jimi but not in non-interactivé. sports 
of Papua New Guinea; and the such as gymnastics,” the study says. 
Yanomamo of Venezuela. "The research was tested only 
c оп traditional societies" where 
Most killings there was a likelier risk oi 
The societies which had the one-on-one combat, rather than 
most killings had the most in Westernized societies. 
ieftchanded people, they found. In industrialized cultures, the 
At the most peaceful end of the theoretical advantage enjoyed by 
scale, the Dioula had a homicide lefthanders would be canceled 
rate of only one hundredth of a 


ош by long-range weapons such 
death per 1,000 people per year, as the gun. AFP 


in yesterday's conference. 

“Thirty years of hard work and sacrifices later, 
and now that the Jose corporations are in a bet- 
tershape, my siblings Gerardo, Luis and Cynthia 
‘want to take control of the funds that were under 
my stewardship for years Vichy said. 

"They ought to be reminded that the corpo- 
rate dividends took care of the daily upkeep 
and sustenance of my parents, their regular 
travel expenses here and abroad and the 
enormous medical bills. АЙ my siblings also 
shared in the dividends,” she said. 

Each sibling receives about Р500,000 а 
year in dividends from the company. 

Vicky and Rene said their three estranged 
siblings had taken over the management of 
some of the companies and had been zealous- 
ly guarding their parents. 


No access to parents 

Vicky said she had not been given access to 
her parents since August this year. 

“1 now only request that they bring my dad 
and mom to their physician for their continued 
health care because we know that both my par- 
ents have not seen their attending physician 
‘over a month now, despite our pleas," she said. 

“1 have always promised my parents Iwill take 
care of them and have done so for more than 20 
years and will do so while both are alive. I have 
no rancor or anger whatsoever in my hear: for my 
parents, for I know that they are both not well 
My parents are very loving persons, most espe- 
cially my Mamang, and I wil continue to love and 
serve them to the best of my ability" she said. 
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UNITED NATIONS—The Bush adrhinistration expressed second five-year term. 
confidence in UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on Thursday 
and said he should stay in office, in a belated rebuff to de- over corruption in the UN oi 
mands from Republicans in Congress for his resignation. 


US Ambassador John Danforth White House and state departmer 
"No one to my knowledge hi 
ег the comments, saying that he cast doubt on the personal 
had to clarify the US position after tegrity of the secretary general. 
No one," he said. 
US Sen. Norm Coleman, a Mi 


called reporters together to deliv- 


his colleagues and the media b 
lieved the United States govern- 
ment was not supporting Annan. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER _ 


the WORLD 
administration backs UN’s Annan 


They accused him of 


food program for Iraq, admi 
tered by the United Nations but 


curity Council. 


President George W. Bush point- Tutu, 


Wednesday and the leaders of 
Britain, France, Germany, Russia thorough investigation. 
and Australia teleph 
retary-general to voice support. 
Inan open letteron Thursday, a to give the impression that some- 
supervised by the 15-nation Se- group of South African Nobel Lau- thing is being hidden or that there 
Teates—former president Nelson i 

After Coleman's statement, Mandela, Archbishop Desmond "And that really is deadly in any 


jed the sec- 


Danforth again called for a 
“The worst thing, to continue 
the cloud over an organization, is 
no total cooperation,” he said. 


Nadine kind of an organization and that 


edly refused to defend Annan, Gordimer—condemned attempts would have to be resolved.” 
saying he wanted a “full and open to have Annan resign. They said 
nesota Republican, who was later accounting” of the now-defunct 
“We are expressing confidence in joined by five congressmen, last _oil-for-food program. 

the secretary general and his con- week called for the resignation of 


But he said, “Our view of the 


the real reason for the attack was performance of the secretary- 
“the admonishment by the secre- generalis that he has donea good 
In reaction, the 191-member tary-general in respect of certain job, that he is doing a good job, 


tinuing in office” Danforth said, Annan, who has two more years UN General Assembly gave An- actions of the United States gov. that we have worked with him, 


adding that he was speaking forthe in office before completing his nan a standing ovation on emmentin Iraq.” 


FORIMT'L HUMAN RIGHTS 

A group of students from all over the world 
who attend The United World College of 
Hong Kong pose fora group picture during 
a cultural performance designed to raise 
awareness of International Human Rights 


Day in Hong Kong Dec. 10. P 
Halliburton gets 
more than $10B 
of work in Iraq 


WASHINGTON—The largest US contractor in 
Iraq, Halliburton Co., has passed the $10 bil- 
lion mark in work orders from the American 
‘Army for services supporting troops and re- 
building the country’s oil industry. 
"The Army has $8.3 billion worth of work from 
Halliburton under а contact to support soldiers 
th meals, housing, laundry and oth 
Halliburton got $2.5 billion more in v 
‘Army Corps of Engineers to put out oil well fires 
and shore up Iraq's dilapidated oil infrastructure. 
Allegations of financial misdeeds, includ 
ing corruption and overcharging, have led to 
criminal, congressional and Pentagon investi- 
топ? work in Iraq, 
ities say George W. Bush's 


vices company, v 
eney ran from 1995 to 2000. Cheney and Hal- 
liburton deny any preferential treatment. 

Rep. Henry Waxman of Californi 
Democrat on the House government reform com- 
mittee, has been one of the main congressional 
tities of Halliburton, Waxman issue 
‘Thursday criticizing the Amny’s decision not to 
withhold partial payments to Halliburton while 
some accounting issues are straightened out. 

1 value of the contracts has been 

х of concems about 
the statement said. 

Halliburton spokesperson Wendy Hall said 
the company has done a good job serving 

and helping to rebuild Iraq. 

“This latest statement is simply recycling 
old; unfounded allegations in an effort to dis- 
credit a company that is providing much- 

vices in support ef our troops on 
the ground in the Iraq and Kuwait," Hall said. 

The investigations of Halliburton's work in 
Iraq include: 

ә A criminal investigation into whether 
kickbacks were involved in Halliburton's use of 
a Kuwaiti subcontractor to provide gasoline for 
Iraq's civilian market. Halliburton says it noti- 

federal authorities after an internal probe 
found two of its former employees may have 
been involved in corruption worth $6.3 million. 

ө A review of that fuel contract by the Defense. 
Contract Audit Agency, which concluded Hal- 
liburton overcharged the Army by $61 millior 

¢ An investigation by the former Coalition 
Provisional Authority’s internal watchdog 
which found Halliburton could not account for 
scores of items in Iraq worth millions of dollars. 

* А report by Congress’ Government А 
countebility Office, which found a "patrem of 
contractor management problems" by the Army 
‘on Halliburion’s largest Iraq contract. The non- 
partisan GAO said the problems including tak- 
ing more than a year to finalize the documenta- 
tion on work orders worth billions of dollars. 

о A Pentagon audit, which found that Hal- 
burton charged the Army for meals it never 
served to troops. Halliburton said the prob- 
Jem was caused by the widely fluctuating | 
els of troops in and around Iraq. Halliburton 
has repaid $36 million and set aside more 
than $140 million fora possible settlement as 
it negotiates with the Army on that issue. AP 
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Editor Luverne B, Gueco 


him in the future. 

He noted Annar's help on the 
crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan 
and on planned elections in Iraq. 

Danforth also played down re- 
ports that Annan's son, К 
not fully disclosed his ties to а firm 
hired by the United Nations to in- 
spect goods in Iraq, The younger 
Annan worked for the Swiss com- 
pany Cotecna in West Africa. 

"The son is an adult and 1 think 
generally speaking there is а per- 
ceived difference and a real dif- 
ference between adult children 
and parents,” he said. Reuters 
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Canada to change meaning 
of marriage to include gays 


OTTAWA—Canada’s Supreme Court 
оп Thursday gave the government the 
go-ahead to change the definition of 
‘marriage, a famous victory for gay and 
lesbian groups battling for equal rights. 

The ruling, on a draft law, cleared 
the final obstacle for Canada to fol- 
low the Netherlands and Belgium in 
authorizing same-sex marriage. 
Spain is moving in a similar direction. 

Members of parliament are expect- 
ed to back the law when the govern- 
ment introduces it to the House of 
Commons early next year. 

‘The court also ruled that religious 
officials could not be compelled to 
marry same-sex couples, if the prac- 
tice ran counter to their beliefs. 

It declined to address the question of 
whether a change to the laws regarding. 


Shy magkalayo. 
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same-sex marriage was required by the 


"My position will be to preserve the. 


Constitution, a move that could com- traditional definition of marriage in 


plicate the task of shepherding the 
draft law through parliament. 
Prime Minister Paul Mattin said he 


" said opposition Conserva- 
tive leader Stephen Harper. 
“The government bill is going to be 


had wrestled with the issue, but did about obviously redefining,” he said. 


not believe Canada could have “two 
classes of citizens." 


The government had taken the un- 
usual step of asking Юга Supreme Court 


“I think we are a very mature na- ruling on draft legislation last year 


tion, I think we can undertake that 
kind of debate,” he said. 


Government plans would see the 
definition of marriage changed to the 


‘Alex Munter, of lobby group Cana- “lawful union of two persons," rather 
dians for Equal Marriage, said the tham the “lawful union of one man 
move reflected “Canadian values and and one woman.” 


Canadians commitment to fairness." 


ile the government was waiting 


Thursday's ruling was a blow to advo- fora judgment before changing fed- 
cates of traditional marriage, who мапе eral law on same-sex marriage, courts 
ed the goverment to permit civil unions іп six Canadian provinces and one 
between couples of the same sex, but territory had already ruled that same- 


not sanction full-scale marriages. 
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A NATIVITY scene from Poland is displayed 
during “Joy to the World" exhibit Dec. 
‘Washington, DC. More than 150 nativity 
scenes from around the world will be 
displayed during the fourth annual 
international creche exhibit. Га 


Leading atheist 
now believes 
in God 


By Richard N. Ostling 


NEW YORK—A British philosophy professor 
who has been a leading champion of atheism 
for more than a half-century has changed his 
mind. He now believes in God—more or less 
—based on scientific evidence, and says so on 
a video released Thursday. 

AtageBl, after decades of insisting belief is 
a mistake, Antony Flew has concluded that 
some sort of intelligence or first cause must 
have created the universe. A superdntelli- 
gence is the only good explanation for the or 
gin of life and the complexity of nature, Flew 
said ina telephone interview from England. 

Flew said he's best labeled а deist like 
‘Thomas Jefferson, whose God was not active- 
lyinvolved in people's lives. 

“Tm thinking of a God very different from 
the God of the Christian and far and away 
from the God of Islam, because both are de- 
picted as omnipotent Oriental despots, cos- 
mic Saddam Husseins," he said. "It could be a 
person in the sense of a being that has intelli- 
gence and a purpose, I suppose.” 

Flew first made his mark with the 1950 arti- 
cle "Theology and Falsification,” based on a pa- 
per for the Socratic Club, а weekly Oxford reli- 
gious forum led by writer and Christian 
thinker C.S. Lewis. 

Over the years, Flew proclaimed the lack of ev- 
idence"for God while teaching at Oxford, Ab- 
erdeen, Keele, and Reading universities in Britain, 
in visits to numerous US and Canadian campuses 
and in books, articles, lectures and debates. 

“There was no one moment of change but a 
gradual conclusion over recent months for 
Flew, a spry man who still does not believe in 
an afterlife. 

Yet biologists’ investigation of DNA “has 
shown, by the almost unbelievable complexi- 
ty of the arrangements which are needed to 
produce (life), that intelligence must havé 
been involved,” Flew says in the new video, 
"Has Science Discovered God?" 

"The video draws from a New York discus- 
sion last May organized by author Roy Abra 
ham Varghese's Institute for Metascientific Re- 
search in Garland, Texas. Participants were 
Flew; Varghese; Israeli physicist Gerald 
Schroeder, an Orthodox Jew; and Roman 
Catholic philosopher John Haldane of Scot- 
land's University of St. Andrews. 

"The first hint of Flew’s tum wasa letter to the 
‘August September issue of Britain's Philosophy 
Now magazine. "It has become inordinately dif- 
ficult even to begin to think about constructing 
ıa naturalistic theory of the evolution of that first 
reproducing organism," he wrote. АР 
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Rage 


CONGRESSMEN seem to have been shocked by the 
С results of a Pulse Asia survey showing an over- 
whelming majority of Filipinos rejecting the pre- 
sent pork barrel system. Many of them have challenged 
the polling organization to doa survey in their districts so 
that it would see how wrong its findings were. “The sur- 
vey does not reflect the reality on the ground,” House 
Deputy Majority Leader Eduardo Gullas 
EDITORIAL complained. The reality is that “our 
constituents appreciate the projects 

we're bringing home through the pork barrel," he said. 

They must have tiny constituencies, indeed. And these 
probably consist of little more than the contractors, pro- 
ject engineers, auditors, mayors and other local officials 
"who get to share in the kickbacks (called “SOP”)—after 
the lawmaker has taken the lion's share, of course. They 
will surely vote for the retention of the pork barrel and 
even ask that it be increased a hundredfold if possible. 

As for the rest of the Filipinos, the general sentiment is 
for either the reduction of the size of the congressional 
potk barrel or its abolition altogether. According to the 
nationwide Pulse Asia poll, only 16 percent of the 1,200 
people surveyed favored keeping the pork barrel at its 
present level. On the other hand, almost twice that num- 
ber, or 30 percent, wanted it eliminated, while 54 percent 

, believed the amount ought to be reduced. Which means 

“that 84 percent are not exactly jumping with glee like 
chimpanzees over the way their money is being handled 
by their representatives in Congress. 

‘And why should they? About 8 out of every 10 people 
surveyed (79 percent) believed that at least one-half of a 
project's cost went into the pockets of corrupt govern- 
ment officials, said Pulse Asia research fellow Emmanuel 
deDios. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon said the survey find- 
ings simply validated his observation that "the wrongdo- 
ing of a few lawmakers . . . has created a negative public 
perception of the system." But he is being much too kind 
to his fellow lawmakers. If 79 percent of Filipinos believe 
that pork barrel projects are tainted with corruption, can 
that be the handiwork of just a few bad men? If that 
statistic proves anything, it is not that the perception of 
corruption is widespread but that corruption is really 
widespread. Lawmakers may think they can fool all of the 
people all of the time, but this survey shows that they can- 
not fool most of the people most of the time. 

‘And yet, De Dios observed, even as “prevalent opinion” 
considers most pork-barrel projects to be tainted with 
corruption, there remains a "widespread belief that it is a. 
legislator’s duty to deliver projects and programs to his 
constituents." "The majority call for merely reducing, 
rather than totally eliminating, the pork barrel appears to 
be a pragmatic compromise," he said. 

‘This is probably the most disturbing finding of all: that so 
many are convinced that taxpayers’ money is being stolen 
and yet so few would demand that the source of graft and 
corruption be shut off completely: Maybe corrupt practices 
have become so commonplace and so ordinary that they no 
longer shock or scandalize us. It seems as if we have learned 
to accept corruption not only as a fact of life but as a way of 
life, as former Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew once 
putit. And we have lost our sense of outrage and our capac- 
ity to rage against official wrongdoing. 

But rage we must unless we intend to allow our law- 
makers to continue picking our pockets in the guise of 
serving us. It is not other people’s money that they are 
stealing, itis our money. They are fattening themselves at 
the expense of those who have nothing to eat. 


Gloomy lesson 


Te TERRORIST attack on the US consulate in Jeddah was а 


grim reminder that (Osama bin Laden's) acolytes are ‘still able 

to operate at will in the kingdom. Quick responses by Saudi se- 

curity forces ensured that casualties and damage were limited, 

though the choice of arget—one of the most heavily defended in the 

country-—was itself а signal that al-Qaida and its offshoots have not 

given up. In recent months, the Saudi authorities have arrested and 

killed many members of what they choose to call 

"deviant groups"—emphastzing the departure 

FOREIGN fom the true path of islam while weapons 
COMMENT finds have become sparser. 

‘The Saudi government ... argues that it has 
the situation well under contol... But pessimists warn that it is only 
realistic to expect future attacks on the mighty Saudi oll industry, the 
reason forthe country’s close relationship with the United States. The 
gloomy lesson of recent years Б that the pessimists In the Middle Bast 
tre ll too often proved right. ‘The Guardian (London) 
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FORMER SENATE President Jovito В. Salonga 
sent me by personal delivery copy of the letter. 
of Bantay Katarungan to Solicitor General Al- 
fredo L. Benipayo dated Oct. 30, 2004 and re- 
ceived by his office on Nox. 2, regarding the 
conviction in 1995 of Ferdinand (Bongbong) 
Marcos Jc for taxevasion. 

The case was decided against the accused by 
the Regional Trial Court of Quezon City 
(Branch 105) on July 25, 1997 and appealed 
to the Court of Appeals, which affirmed the 
sentence on Oct. 31, 1997. Through Justice 
Gloria C. Paras, the dispositive portion of the 
judgment read: 

“WHEREFORE, the Decision of the Trial 
Court is hereby MODIFIED as follows: 

1. Acquitting the accused appellant of the 
charges of violation of Sec. 50 of the NLRC for 
non-payment of deficiency taxes for the tax- 
able years 1982 to 1985 in Criminal Cases Nos. 
Q-92-29216, Q-92-29215, Q-92-29214 and Q- 
91-24390; and finding him guilty beyond rea- 
sonable doubt for violation of Sec. 45 of the 
NLRC for failure to file income tax returns for 
the taxable years 1982 to 1985 їп Criminal 
Cases Nos. Q-91-24391, Q-92-29212, Q-92- 
29213 and Q-92-29217. 

2. Ordering the appellant to pay to the BIR, 
the deficiency income taxes due with interest 
at the legal rate until fully paid. 

3. Ordering the appellant to pay a fine of 
2,000.00 for each charge in Criminal Cases 
Nos. Q-9229213, Q.92-29212 and Q-92- 
29217 for failure to file income tax returas for 
the years 1982, 1983 and 1984, and the fine of 
230,000.00 in Criminal Case No. Q-91-24391 
for failure to file income tax return for 1985, 
with surcharges. 

‘The accused manifested his intention to file 
а petition for certiorari with the Supreme 
Court and moved for extension of time to do 
зо, but he never did. Thus the decision of the 
Court of Appeals became final and executory 
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seven years ago but has not yet been imple- 
‘mented to date. 

The letter ended: "In view of the worsening 
fiscal crisis, as stated by the 11 О.Р economists, 
as published in the papers last August 23, 
2004, and the determination of the President 
to pursue with vigor all tax evasion cases, we 
ask that immediate steps be taken so that the 
long-delayed execution of judgment of convic- 
Чол against the said accused is carried out and 
the rule of law be enforced, without fear or fa- 
vor" 

Ik was signed by Salonga as adviser and 
trustee of Bantay Katarungan, Ambassad 
Sedfrey A. Ordoñez as its chairman, and Emil 
C. Capulong Jr, as its executive director. Each 
of them is a civic-minded citizen with no per- 
sonal animosity toward the convict but only a 
sincere regard for the observance of the rule of 
law as interpreted and applied by our courts. 

Knowing Solicitor General Benipayo, 1 am 
hopeful that he has taken the necessary steps 
to effect execution of the judgment consider- 
ing the long delay of this case since it was com- 
тепсей nine years ago. A sentence that is not 
executed through neglect or, worse, intention- 
ally, operates as an acquittal that benefits the 
convict and mocks the administration of jus- 
tice. It becomes especially suspicious if, as in 
this case, the judgment that still waits to be en- 
forced is against a person who appears to still 
enjoy undeserved privileges as he did during 
the dictatorship of his father. 


1 am reminded at this point of another ad. 

verse decision against the Marcoses that as fa 
as] know has also not yet been executed since 
it became final as early аз 1999. This was the 
P23.5 billion judgment against Imelda and heı 
children, also for tax deficiency. І understand 
that it has become practically useless because 
of the supposed inability of the government to 
find properties belonging to the Marcos estate 

Imelda’s shoes alone would cost a fortune, but 
she is supposed to be a pauper litigant. 

А beggar lolling in luxury is an oxymoron" 
Some years ago, imelda Marcos celebrated her 
birthday with a lavish party fit for the Queen of 
Sheba. Allowed to go to the United States for 
medical treatment, she made an expensive de: 
tour to Europe, where she attended the elegant 
wedding of a niece in Paris. Only recently, she 
was one of the jeweled guests at the anniver- 
sary celebration of а high-priced. couturier 
where only the fabled rich were invited. 

‘Another case that comes to mind is the trial 
courts estafa conviction of Annabelle Rama 
that became final in 1995. Claiming that she 
was physically unfit to bè imprisoned, she 
asked the Court of Appeals for a restraining or- 
der, which it granted. The government ap. 
pealed to the Supreme Court and that is the 
last 1 have heard of her case. Has the judgment 
against her been reversed or is it stili slumber. 
ing with similar effect? Lask because she is free 
as a bird and has reportedly gone abroad sev- 
eral times without judicial restriction. 

Judicial decisions are not mere paper tigers 
for law students to study like abstract lessons 
unrelated to actual cases. They are commands 
issued by the courts of justice for the protec 
tion of society against those who would dis 
dain it. Tragically, many of such mandates аге 
simply ignored for the benefit of privileged or 
paying parties. The government may not (in 
tentionally) have the will or (allegedly) the 
means to enforce them. Alas. 


Fortune versus the Filipino 


“INDEED, itis fair to say that if this piece ofleg- 
islation is not passed and signed before the 
end ofthis year, the entire government's cred- 
ibility with respect to the entire fiscal—and 
debt—problem will have been irretrievably 
lost" 

This part of the paper by the "UP 11" (em- 
phasis theirs), written four months ago, refers 
tothe sin tax bill. So why should it ake so long 
to pass such a bill, especially when it has been 
discussed already in at least two past Con- 
gresses? 

The question is valid, because there are real- 
ly only two simple changes that have to be 
made in the current sin tex law (RA 8424) for 
itto perform as expected, or even better Oneis 
an addition, the other subtraction. 

The addition is a provision that was in the 
original Comprehensive Tax Reform pack 
thai the sin tax levels should be adjusted pei 
odically to reflect inflation, ie., indexation. 
‘The subtraction comes with the deletion of a 
provision that was not in either the House or 
the Senate bills in 1997 but was inserted @ 
ing the bicameral committee negotiatio 
“The classification of each brand of cigarettes 
based on its average net retail price as of Octo- 
ber 1, 1996, as set forth in Annex О, shall re- 
main in force until revised by Congress.” In- 
nocuous as it sounds (for what could possibly 
be dangerous about a listing?), it has proved 

їп dts Impact (which is why Teall it a poi- 
son pil. 

What ls the impact? First, it has given unfair 
competitive advantage over the years to the 
brands existing in 1996 over those introduced 
after that year, because the latter pay sin taxes 
based on their current net retail prices, while 
the former pay taxes based on their net retail 
prices in 1996. In effect, Congress created an 
‘uneven playing field in the cigarerte industry. 

Second, it has deprived the government of 
tax revenues that make the expected addition- 
al take from the recently approved House Bill 
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3174 and the Recto bill (SB 1854), which is 
currently under discussion, look puny in com- 
parison. For 2004 alone, ifthe cigarette brands 
existing in 1996 were to pay taxes based on 
their current average net retail prices instead 
ofon what they were eight years ago as provid- 
ed by the poison pill provision, it is estimated 
(using 2003 removals) that the additional rev- 
enue collected would be about P22 billion. 
‘Compare this to the P4 billion and P3 billion in 
the Recto and House bills, respectively. 

Actually if push comes to shove, our legisla- 
tors don't even have to add the indexation pro- 
vision. They just have to delete that poison pill 
provision. Why? Because in effect, if all 
cigarette brands were to be taxed according to 
their current average net retail prices, their 
continuing increases will ensure that eventual- 
ly only the highest specific tax (P13.44) re- 
mains leading to a uniform tax for all brands, 
which is what the Enrile ЫП wants to achieve, 
using other means. Right now, for example, 
‘without the poison pill provision, there would 
be very few, if any, cigarette brands that would 
be classified under the Р112 specific tex 
bracket (Le, those whose average net retail 
price is at most P5). 

So there is nothing wrong, and everything 
right, with removing that poison pill provision. 
It will create ап even playing field in the 
cigarette industry. It will bring government the 
much needed revenues and in really meaning- 
ful amounts. There will be no need to argue 
anymore about the effect of increased taxes оп 
the poor (the tax levels will be the same as they 


were in 1997, for heaven's sake). And it could 
be passed in the blink of an eye. 

And yet neither HB 3174 or the Recto bill 
even advert to it. Neither does the Enrile bili 
for that matter, but there is a profound differ 
ence: this bill ensures that the same end is 
achieved as by removing the poison pill, except 
he uses different means. 

But now we have to ask: Why do the two 
bills pretend that the poison pill in the 1997 
law does not exist? Or better stil, having iden 
tified the losers because of the poison pill in 
sertion, we must now ask, who were the win. 
ners? Identifying them would also show who 
‘would lose the most if the poison pill provision 
were deleted, and who therefore would have 
worked (obviously with marked success thus 
far) to keep the provision in. 

In order to get a clue, we have to look atthe 
Annex D referred to in the poison pill pron 
sion. It is a listing of all the cigarette brands a 
of Oct. 31, 1996, and thelr average net retmi 
prices (exclusive of VAT and the excise taxes 
at that time. What do we find there? 

For one, we see that Annex D lists 52 brands 
although it says the grand total of brands is on 
ly 50, an indication of how hastily that list was 
included in the law, For another, we see that 
there were five cigarette manufacturing firms 
responsible for manufacturing those cigarette 
brands: Fortune Tobacco, La Suerte, Sterling 
Tobacco, Anglo American, and Mighty Corp. 

But now we see the light. Among these five 
manufacturers, one of them produces almo: 
one-half (25) of the 52 brands listed: Fortune 
Tobacco. It stands to reason that Fortune 
‘would have the most to gain from keeping the 
polson pill provision, or conversely, the most ie 
lose ifthe provision were deleted. 

So now it seems the fight boils down to Fer 
tune Tobacco versus the Filipino people, The 
House of Representatives, whether it realizes и 
от not, has made its choice. Now it is the Sen 
ate's tum, 
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Rage 
ONGRESSMEN seem to have been shocked by the 
results of a Pulse Asia survey showing an over- 
whelming majority of Filipinos rejecting the pre- 
sent pork barrel system. Many of them have challenged 
the polling organization to до а survey in their districts so 
that it would see how wrong its findings were. "The sur- 
vey does not reflect the reality on the ground," House 
Deputy Majority Leader Eduardo Gullas 
EDITORIAL complained. The reality is that “our 
constituents appreciate the projects 
we're bringing home through the pork barrel," he said. 

They must have tiny constituencies, indeed. And these 
probably consist of little more than the contractors, pro- 
ject engineers, auditors, mayors and other local officials 
‘who get to share in the kickbacks (called “SOP”)—after 
the lawmaker has taken the lion’s share, of course. They 
will surely vote for the retention of the pork barrel and 
even ask that it be increased a hundredfold if possible. 

As for the rest of the Filipinos, the general sentiment is 
for either the reduction of the size of the congressional 
pork barrel or its abolition altogether. According to the 
nationwide Pulse Asia poll, only 16 percent of the 1,200 
people surveyed favored keeping the pork barrel at its 
present level. On the other hand, almost twice that num- 
ber, or 30 percent, wanted it eliminated, while 54 percent 

„believed the amount ought to be reduced. Which means 
‘that 84 percent are not exactly jumping with glee like 
chimpanzees over the way theit money is being handled 
by their representatives in Congress. 

‘And why should they? About 8 out of every 10 people 
surveyed (79 percent) believed that at least one-half of a 
project’s cost went into the pockets of corrupt govern- 
ment officials, said Pulse Asia research fellow Emmanuel 
de Dios. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon said the survey find- 
ings simply validated his observation that “the wrongdo- 
ing of a few lawmakers . . . has created a negative public 
perception of the system.” But he is being much too kind 
to his fellow lawmakers. If 79 percent of Filipinos believe 
that pork barrel projects are tainted with corruption, can 
that be the handiwork of just a few bad men? If that 
statistic proves anything, it is not that the perception of 
corruption is widespread but that corruption is really 
widespread. Lawmakers may think they can fool all of the 
people all of the time, but this survey shows that they can- 
not fool most of the people most of the time. 

‘And yet, De Dios observed, even as “prevalent opinion” 
considers most pork-barrel projects to be tainted with 
corruption, there remains a “widespread belief that it is a 
legislator's duty to deliver projects and programs to his 
constituents.” “The majority call for merely reducing, 
rather than totally eliminating, the pork barrel appears to 
bea pragmatic compromise,” he said. 

‘This is probably the most disturbing finding of all: that so 
many are convinced that taxpayers’ money is being stolen 
and yet so few would demand that the source of graft and 
corruption be shut off completely. Maybe corrupt practices 
have become so commonplace and so ordinary that they no 
longer shock or scandalize us. It seems as if we have learned 
to accept corruption not only as a fact of life but as a way of 
life, as former Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew once 
put it. And we have lost our sense of outrage and our capac- 
ity to rage against official wrongdoing. 

But rage we must unless we intend to allow our law- 
makers to continue picking our pockets in the guise of 
serving us. It is not other people's money that they are 
stealing, it is our money. They are fattening themselves at 
the expense of those who have nothing to eat. 


Gloomy lesson 


НЕ TERRORIST attack on the US consulate in Jeddah was а 

grim reminder that (Osama bin Laden’s) acolytes are still able 

to operate at will in the kingdom, Quick responses by Saudi se- 

curity forces ensured that casualties and damage were limited, 

though the choice of target—one of the most heavily defended in the 

country—was itself a signal that al-Qaida and its offshoots have not 

given up. In recent months, the Saudi authorities have arrested and 

ile many members of wtar they choose to call 

"deviant groups"—emphasizing the departure 

ое from the true path of Islam—while weapons 
finds have become sparser. 

ММЕМТ fn Seudi government .. argues that it has 
the situation well under control, ... But pessimists warn that it is only 
realistic to expect future апасіз onthe mighty Saudi oll industry, the 
Tenson forthe countrys close relationship with the United States. The 
gloomy lesson of recent years is that the pessimists in the Middle East 
are all too often proved right. The Guardian (London) 
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FORMER SENATE President Jovito R. Salonga 
sent me by personal delivery copy of the letter 
of Bantay Katarungan to Solicitor General Al- 
fredo L. Benipayo dated Oct. 30, 2004 and re- 
ceived by his office on Nox. 2, regarding the 
conviction in 1995 of Ferdinand (Bongbong) 
Marcos Jr. for tax evasion. 

The case was decided against the accused by 
the Regional Trial Court of Quezon City 
(Branch 105) on July 25, 1997 and appealed 
to the Court of Appeals, which affirmed the 
sentence on Oct. 31, 1997. Through Justice 
Gloria C. Paras, the dispositive portion of the 
judgment read: 

"WHEREFORE, the Decision of the Trial 
Couxtis hereby MODIFIED as follows: 

1. Acquitting the accused appellant of the 
charges of violation of Sec. 50 of the NLRC for 
non-payment of deficiency taxes for the tax- 
able years 1982 to 1985 in Criminal Cases Nos. 
Q-92-29216, Q-92-29215, 0-92-29214 and Q- 
91-24390; and finding him guilty beyond rea- 
sonable doubt for violation of Sec. 45 of the 
МАС for failure to file income tax returns for 
the taxable years 1982 to 1985 in Criminal 
Cases Nos. Q-91-24391, Q-92-29212, Q-92- 
29213 and 0-92-29217. 

2. Ordering the appellant to pay to the BIR, 
the deficiency income taxes due with interest 
at the legal rate until fully paid. 

3. Ordering the appellant to pay a fine of 
2,000.00 for each charge in Criminal Cases 
Nos. Q-92-29213, Q-92-29212 and Q-92- 
29217 for failure to file income tax returns for 
the years 1982, 1983 and 1984, and the fine of. 
30,000.00 in Criminal Case No. Q-91-24391 
for failure to file income tax return for 1985, 
with surcharges. 

‘The accused manifested his intention to file 
a petition for certiorari with the Supreme 
Court and moved for extension of time to do 
зо, but he never did. Thus the decision of the 
Court of Appeals became final and executory 
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seven years ago but has not yet been imple- 
mented to date. 

The letter ended: “In view of the worsening 
fiscal crisis, as tated by the 11 ОР economists, 
as published in the papers last August 23, 
2004, and the determination of the President 
to pursue with vigor all tax evasion cases, we 
ask that immediate steps be taken so that the 
long-delayed execution of judgment of convic- 
tion against the said accused is carried cut and 
the rule of law be enforced, without fear or fa- 
vor” 

K was signed by Salonga as adviser and 
trustee of Bantay Katarungan, Ambassador 
Sedfrey A. Ordoñez as its chairman, and Emilio 
C. Capulong Jr. as its executive director. Each 
of them is а civic-minded citizen with no per- 
sonal animosity toward the convict but only a 
sincere regard for the observance of the rule of 
law as interpreted and applied by our courts. 

Knowing Solicitor General Benipayo, | am 
hopeful that he has taken the necessary steps 
to effect execution of the judgment consider- 
ing the long delay of this case since it was com- 
тепсей nine years ago. A sentence that is not 
executed through neglect or, worse, intention- 
ally, operates as an acquittal that benefits the 
convict and mocks the administration of jus- 
tice. It becomes especially suspicious if, as in 
this case, the judgment thar still waits to be en- 
forced is against a person who appears to still 
enjoy undeserved privileges as he did during 
the dictatorship of his father. 


1 am reminded at this point of another ad: 
verse decision against the Marcoses that as far 
ав know has also not yet been executed since 
it became final as early as 1999. This was the 
P23.5 billion judgment against Imelda and her 
children, also for tax deficiency. 1 understand 
that it has become practically useless because 
of the supposed inability of the government to | 
find properties belonging to the Marcos estate. 
Imelda's shoes alone would costa fortune, but 
she is supposed to be a pauper litigant. 

A beggar lolling in luxury is an oxymoron’ 
Some years ago, Imelda Marcos celebrated her 
birthday with a lavish party fit for the Queen of 
Sheba. Allowed to go to the United States for 
medical treatment, she made an expensive de 
tour to Europe, where she attended the elegant 
wedding of a niece in Paris. Only recently, she 
was one of the jeweled guests at the anniver- 
sary celebration of a high-priced couturier 
where only the fabled rich were invited. 

‘Another case that comes to mind is the trial 
courts estafa conviction of Annabelle Rama 
that became final in 1995. Claiming that she 
was physically unfit to bè imprisoned, she 
asked the Court of Appeals for a restraining or 
der, which it granted. The government ap 
pealed to the Supreme Court and that is the 
ast Ihave heard of her case. Has the judgment 
against her been reversed or is it stil slumber- 
ing with similar effect? [ask because she is free 
as a bird and has reportedly gone abroad еу. 
eral times without judicial restriction. 

‘Judicial decisions are not mere paper tigers 
for law students to study like abstract lessons 
unrelated to actual cases. They are commands 
issued by the courts of Justice for the protec 
tion of society against those who would dis 
dain it. Tragically, many of such mandates arc 
simply ignored for the benefit of privileged or 
paying parties. The government may not (in 
tentionally) have the will or (allegedly) the 
means to enforce them. Alas. 


Fortune versus the Filipino 


“INDEED, itis fair to say thatif this piece of leg- 
islation is not passed and signed before the 
end of this year, the entire government's cred- 
ibility with respect to the entire fiscal—and 
debt—problem will have been irretrievably 
lost” 

This part of the paper by the “UP 11° (em- 
phasis theirs), written four months ago, refers 
tothe sin tax bill. So why should it take so long 
to pass such а bill, especially when it has been 
discussed already in at least two past Con- 
gresses? 

The question is valid, because there are real- 
ly only two simple changes that have to be 
made in the current sin tax law (RA 8424) for 
itto perform as expected, or even better. Oneis. 
an addition, the other a subtraction. 

The addition is a provision that was in the 
original Comprehensive Tax Reform package: 
that the sin tax levels should be adjusted peri- 
odically to reflect inflation, Le,, indexation. 
The subtraction comes with the deletion of a 
provision that was not in either the House or 
the Senate bills in 1997 but was inserted dur- 
ing the bicameral committee negotiations: 
"The classification of each brand of cigarettes 
based on its average net retail price as of Octo- 
ber 1, 1996, as set forth in Annex О, shall re- 
main in force until revised by Congress.” In- 
socuous as it sounds (for what could possibly 
be dangerous about a listing?), it has proved 
deadly in its impact (which is why 1 call it a poi- 
son pill). 

What is the impact? First, t has given unfair 
competitive advantage over the years to the 
brands existing in 1996 over those introduced 
after that year, because the latter pay sin taxes 
based on thelr current net retail prices, while 
the former pay taxes based on their net retail 
prices in 1996. In effect, Congress created an 
uneven playing field in the cigarette industry. 

Second, it has deprived the government of 
tax revenues that make the expected addition- 
al take from the recently approved House Bill 
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3174 and the Recto bil! (SB 1854), which is 
currently under discussion, look puny in com- 
parison. For 2004 alone, if the cigarette brands 
existing in 1996 were to pay taxes based on. 
their current average net retail prices instead 
ofon what they were eight years ago as provid- 
ed by the poison pill provision, it is estimated 
(using 2003 removals) that the additional rev- 
enue collected would be about P22 billion. 
Compare this to the P4 billion and P3 billion in 
the Recto and House bills, respectively. 

‘Actually, if push comes to shove, our legisla- 
tors don't even have ro add the indexation pro- 
vision. They just have to delete that poison pill 
provision. Why? Because in effect, if all 
‘cigarette brands were to be taxed according to 
their current average net retail prices, their 
continuing increases will ensure that eventual- 
ly only the highest specific tax (P13.44) re- 
mains leading to a uniform tax for all brands, 
which is what the Enrile bill wants to achieve, 
using other means, Right now, for example, 
without che poison pill provision, there would 
be very few, if any, cigarette brands that would 
be classified under the P1.12 specific tax 
bracket (Le, those whose average net retail 
price is at most P5). 

So there is nothing wrong, and everything 
right, with removing that poison pill provision. 
It will create an even playing field in the 
cigarette industry. It will bring government the 
much needed revenues and In really meaning- 
ful amounts. There will be no need to argue 
anymore about the effect of Increased taxes оп 
the poor (the tax levels will be the same as they 


were in 1997, for heaven's sake), And it could! 
be passed in the blink of an eye, 

Ала yet neither HB 3174 or the Recto bill 
even advert to it. Neither does the Enrile bill 
for that matter, but there is a profound differ. 

bill ensures that the same end ıs 
achieved as by removing the poison pill, except 
he uses different means. 

‘But now we have to ask: Why do the mo 
bills pretend that the poison pill in the 1997 
Jaw does not exist? Or better stil, having iden 
tified the losers because of the poison рїї in 
sertion, we must now ask, who were the win- 
nets? Identifying them would also show who 
would lose the most if the poison pill provision 
were deleted, and who therefore would have 
worked (obviously with marked success thus 
far) to keep the provision in. 

In order to get a clue, we have to look at the 
Annex D referred to in the poison pill provi 
sion. It is a listing of all the cigarette brands ач 
of Oct. 31, 1996, and their average net retail 
prices (exclusive of VAT and the excise taxe») 
atthat time. Whatdo we find there? 

Forone, we see that Annex D lists 52 brands. 
although it says the grand total of brands is on 
Jy 50, an indication of how hastily that list was 
included in the law, For another, we see that 
there were five cigarette manufacturing firms 
responsible for manufacturing those cigarette 
brands: Fortune Tobacco, La Suerte, Sterling 
‘Tobacco, Anglo American, and Mighty Corp. 

But now we see the light. Among these five 
manufacturers, one of them produces almost 
‘one-half (25) of the 52 brands listed: Portune 
Tobacco, It stands to reason that Fortune 
would have the most to gain from Keeping the 
poison pill provision, or conversely, the most te 
lose ifthe provision were deleted. 

So now it seems the fight boils down to For- 
tune Tobacco versus the Fillpino people. The 
House of Representatives, whether it realizes v 
ог not, has made its choice, Now it is the 
ate's turn, 
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Cory's prayer powe 


FORMER PRESIDENT Cory Aquino, along with 
five other international leaders, among them for- 
mer Czech Republic President Vaclav Havel and 
‘Timorese President Xanana Gusmao, recently re- 
ceived the Averell Harriman Democracy Award in 
Washington, D.C., from the National Democratic 
Institution, chaired by former US Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright. They were universally 
recognized as “courageous leaders of a world- 
wide movement to promote peaceful political 
change” in various continents. Albright paid trib- 
ше to Cory's role in the non-violent Edsa Revolu- 
tion that swept away a dictator and restored 
democracy here. 

Tt proved quite timely—and refreshing—there- 
fore, for a capacity crowd in Makati City to be re- 
minded late last month of the Edsa spirit that was 
honored a week later in Washington, D.C. At a 
symposium to celebrate Ninoy Aquino's birth an- 
niversary, Cory traced how she and Ninoy "con- 
verged on the spiritual path" from opposite poles. 
In the end, God's plan prevailed: Ninoy became а 
martyr for peace, but his widow ended up dis- 
Jodgíng Marcos from his 20-year presidency. 


Cory described Ninoy as a very public person 
in whose veins ran politics; it was no secret 
that he had hoped to be the Liberal Party stan- 
dard-bearer in 1973. By contrast, she was a 
very private peison whose top priority was to 
be “a good wife and mother.” Cory said she al- 
‘ways prayed every day, especially during Ni- 
noy's imprisonment of seven years and seven 
months, and learned to accept God's will. She 
traced Ninoy's “journey of spiritual rediscov- 
егу” during his long incarceration, even as his 
helplessness and powerlessness over his fate 
were so tough on the politician, who had al- 
ways seemed in command of every situation. 
“Full of bitterness at the start, Ninoy seriously 
questioned the foundations of his faith. How 
could a just God, after all, permit such an injus- 
tice to be inflicted upon him?" 

But gradually it dawned on him, said Cory, that 
he was being made to suffer for a reason deeper 
than the human mind could comprehend. With 
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по one to talk to, especially during his solitary 
confinement at Fort Magsaysay, Ninoy turned to 
God and began to search for the "greater mean- 
ing" in his life. Steeping himself in the teachings 
of Jose Rizal, Mahatma Gandhi, Dietrich Bonho- 
effer and Martin Luther King, he began to under- 
stand the wisdom of the non-violent road toward 
social change. “It must have brought him to the 
conclusion that the Filipino is worth dying for, 
and indeed his martyrdom would awaken the 
very best in our people,” she said. 

In the end, Cory said, she and Ninoy came to 
the same realization about the meaning of the 
sacrifice they had to make. She admitted they 
had their own “difficult moments of seeming 
hopelessness and helplessness,” but fortunate- 
ly, “Ninoy and I did not feel hopeless and help- 
Jess at the same time.” As God would have it, he 
was slain at the tarmac, and as she kissed him 
for the last time in his coffin, she promised to 
continue his efforts to restore democracy and 
support the leaders of the opposition. 

“At that time, I certainly was not thinking 
about aspiring for the presidency,” said Cory, 
butin the end she became a reluctant candidate 
ав some opposition leaders said they would on- 
ly give way to her. She spent a whole day in the 
chapel of the Pink Sisters agonizing over that 
decision, At the end of the day, she tearfully told 
the mother superior that she had decided to 
тип. “I must be the only candidate to ever an- 
ounce her candidacy crying,” she quipped. 


Cory recalled that during her presidency, she 
would turn to reflection and “my not-so-secret 
weapon," prayer, to help her make the right deci- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


OPINION m 


e ER A STR RIN 


r 


sion that would best serve the people. Today asa. 
private citizen, she says, she confronts difficult 
situations the same way. 

Inevitably she had to grapple with the Hacien- 
да Luisita episode—in her own style. Cory said a 
labor leader spurned her offer of prayers for those 
affected by the tragic developments at Luisita, 
and that she couldn't blame him entirely for react- 
ing thus. “But my offer of prayers is really an invi- 
tation for both sides in the conflict to spend time 
in reflection, and with God's help discern what's 
best for all concemed,” she said. What makes this 
period of reflection vital, she said, is that “despite 
their differences, both labor and management 
want to promote the welfare of the farm and mill 
workers.” Whatever the lasting and peaceful solu- 
tion might be, she said, “what's important is for all 
parties concerned to reflect on what is most bene- 
ficial to the greatest number, and to come to terms 
on the basis of a shared humanity" 

Her philosophy of life may be difficult for radi- 
cal elements to appreciate, but it has borne this 
woman through burdens seemingly too heavy for 
her to carry. As they say more things are wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams of. 

Everybody loves a good romance, and the 
House of Representatives is no exception. It's 
tickled pink by what looks like a romance blos- 
soming in its midst. Reports say that two neo- 
phyte lawmakers are beginning to make beau- 
tiful music together: 40-year old Пойо Rep. 
Raul Gonzalez Jr., who filled the seat vacated 
by his father, Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
St, and Pampanga Rep. Anna York Bondoc, 
who filled the seat vacated by her brother, 
Emigdio “Rimpy” Bondoc, who ran for Pam- 
panga governor and lost last May to Mark 
Lapid. Few know that Anna, who is in her early 
305, is aUS-trained oncologist practicing at St. 
Luke's Hospital when she's not in Congress. 
Colleagues insist that the two neophytes are 
already on a “texting stage,” but Speaker Jose 
de Venecia, who seems to be more excited 
about the budding romance than the Пойо 
lawmakers parents, predicts that wedding 
bells will ring within 90 days. 


To the Inquirer—mwah! 


LAST year marked my 15th year with the Ingum- 
zn, which I joined in 1988. There was supposed to 
be a ceremony honoring Inquirer employees 
‘marking significant milestones with the company, 
but | was in the middle of preparations for my sil- 
ver wedding anniversary the next day, not to 
mention getting ready for the betrothal cere- 
monies of a niece who had come all the way from 
the United States for the rites, so I failed to make 
itforthe awards. 

The next evening, the Inquinen table was large- 
ly empty, simply because my wedding anniver- 
sary happens to fall on the same day as the Ingum- 
ans, That's been the story so far every Dec. 9, with 
me having to choose between observing a person- 
al milestone and joining the celebration of anoth- 
er but no less important family. A day of in- 
famy—and of hard choices indeed! 

But even if Tm usually absent from the big to- 
до at che PDI building, missing the grand show 
and the presence of our high-wattage guests from 
show business and politics, that doesn’t mean 1 
don't share the warm and fuzzy feelings that 
‘overcome the usually cynical folks at INQUIRER ed- 
itorial come our anniversary. 

Tremember reading an article many years back 
in praise of the Boston Globe and its heralded edi- 
tor, where an admirer said that "you can tell a 
good paper when no one wants to leave it." Par- 
don me, but that’s how I, and I bet the rest of the 
INQUIRER staff, feel about working for the INQUIRER. 
Being identified with this paper fills me with 
pride, and not just because we're "Number 1," but 
also because our paper is regarded with respect 
and admiration, I know, 1 know, all you detractors 
сап lower those raised brows. 

‘The Iuguinza may have its flaws (and the staff 
‘would be among the first to admit to these), but 
even its harshest critics must admit that given the 
landscape of Philippine journalism, and the chal- 
lenges it has had to weather, the INQUIRER has seta 
towering presence. So pardon us for this rare in- 
stance of crowing 
SOME weeks back, Ingumen founder and for- 
mer chairperson Eggie Apostol delivered her 


CHINA is no longer described as a sleeping drag- 
on but "a tiger on steroids," if we are to believe 
Charlene Barshefsky, former US trade representa- 
tive, It has $515 billion in foreign reserves and its 
productivity has grown 17 percent annually for 
the past five years. 

‘Americans in general have awakened to the fact 
that competition from China is wrecking havoc on 
US industries from furniture, to car tires, to preci- 
sion tools and as such creating not just unemploy- 
‘ment in the millions bur a nightmarish deficit. Pub- 
lication after publication carries articles alerting the 
people of the situation where “a massive shift in 
‘economic power is under way" A December issue of 
BusinessWeek offers four major articles, including 
the cover story on “The China Price,” reputedly the 
three scariest words in US industry. 

Consider the following: A company based in 
Ohio bid $2.07 million to supply plastic molds to 
a US appliance maker. It lost the bid to a Chinese 
supplier who bid $1.44 million, a price gap of 
nearly 50 percent. A $120-million tile manufac- 
turer with a factory the size of four football fields 
sought Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection and 
may even close down as Chinese tile imports en- 
tering the US market are priced below its manu- 
facturing costs. A maker of precision machine 
tools and plastic molds in Illinois has seen its busi- 
ness shrink to half of its level in the 1990s and its 
workforce reduced by a third. Some 2.7 million 
‘manufacturing jobs have been lost since 2000 
and the US trade deficit with China may surpass 
$150 billion this year. Thanks to sky-high oil 
prices, the overall deficit may reach $600 billion 
this year and add another $50 billion next year. 

Chinese goods are costing 30 to 50 percent less 
and at worst even below the cost of materials in 
the United States, With Honda and Nissan plan- 
ning to export cars from China, there is even talk 
that China could become а major ear exporter. 
‘The threat to industry and employment is real 


At LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David ~S \ 


address as the first Plaridel Awardee of the UP 
College of Mass Communications. Her talk was 
supposed to be on press freedom, but it turned 
out to be about press freedom as practiced by 
the Inquirer. Though her name has since been 
removed from the masthead of this paper (at 
her request), it's clear that the paper she 
founded is still very much in Eggie Apostol's 
mind. You can take Eggie out of the INQUuIRza, 
but you clearly can't take her "baby" out of 
Eggie's mind or heart. 

Recalling the history, and even the “pre-his 
tory" of the Inqumen, she reminded her audi- 
‘ence—composed of friends from the journalis- 
tic field including much of the editorial staff of 
the холк, as well as a big number of jour- 
nalism students and faculty—that this paper 
was born amid the turbulence of the post- 
Aquino assassination protests and in prepara- 
tion for the coverage of both the Agrava com- 
mission hearings (as a weekly) and the snap 
election campaign (as a daily). 

As Eggie remembered it, the Inquinen was 
but a gleam in her eye when she convened, аз 
the hearings on the Aquino assassination were 
getting underway, а meeting among the few 
"independent" publishers at the time on the 
possibility and feasibility of putting up a daily 
newspaper that would defy the limitations im- 
posed on the "crony" press of the Marcoses. 
The other publishers demurred, citing finan- 
cial difficulties and a distaste for yet another 
confrontation with the dictator, but typical of 
her gutsy style of doing business, she together 
with a few other investors decided to leap into 
the void and create a publication which birthed 


A tiger on steroids 
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when Felxtronics Corp., а contract manufacturer, 
employs 41,000 Chinese in their factory in 
Doumen, making cell phones, game consoles, PCs 
and other hardware and hiring Chinese engineers. 
with another 720,000 sq. ft. factory going up. 

Tn the past, US companies relied on "advanced 
skills, heavy investment and proximity to cus- 
tomers.” But with multinationals setting up shop 
in China, this no longer holds true. China is pro- 
‘ducing 350,000 engineers annually and workers 
put in 12-hour days, including on weekends. From. 
low of $120 a month for factory workers to 
$2,000 for chip designers, there are few countries 
that will be able to stand up to the China price. 

On the plus side, cheap Chinese goods have 
kept "inflation low, fueled consumer boom that 
has helped weather a recession and kept its global 
growth on track" with outsourcing. The downside 
is the huge trade deficit. The US balance of pay- 
ments deficits 6 percent of its GDP and most pro- 
Jections aver it will keep widening. 

‘There are a number of steps the United States 
can take that would help shrink that deficit. Sugges- 
tions range from cratking down on intellectual 
property theft and dumping to prohibiting subsidies 
and violations of trade laws. The United States may 
езеп succeed in hiking the value of the yuan by 15 
percent (not 30 percent as it would prefer) through 
negotiations even as the dollar keeps sliding against 
the euro, the yen and the South Korean won. 

Now you may be wondering why I am telling 


the newspaper you now hold in your hands (or 
the website you are viewing onscreen). 

THAT history, I think is what gives the Inquirer its 
edge, the factor that keeps this paper's coverage 
fresh and truly responsive to the changing 
times be it advances in technology, shifting tastes 
ard reader demands, and even styles of coverage. 

Newspapers these days, for instance, seem 
more and more like compilations of short fea- 
tures, in contrast to, say, a decade ago, when the 
front pages were filled with short, terse news bul- 
letins. Newspaper stories are not only longer and 
filled with “background” today, they are also 
heavy on human interest and color detail. 

This is in response to the realization that radio 
and TV and even the Internet do “breaking news” 
stories so much better, being able to broadcast 
news of an event shortly after or even while it is 
‘ranspiring. Newspapers are still filled with “yester- 
days" news, still journals of the day that had gone. 
before. But there is no better source for readers 
‘who want more, demanding explanation, analysis, 
color and the human aspect of events and issues. 
HERE then is a heartfelt mwah! to the Inquirer 
on its 19th year Last year, management 
likened the paper to a debutante, whose 18th 
year is supposed to mark one's "introduction" 
to society and maturity. This year, the theme is 
“Inquire Rocks!” emphasizing our ever- 
youthful identity. But 19 is also just afew years 
away from adulthood, which means that this 
paper is no longer the “new kid on the block” 
or even the audacious teenager that its editors 
seem to believe the paper should adopt as йз 
permanent identity. 

‘So let this birthday card to the paper I write 
for end with a quote from the comic strip 
about that perennial teen icon Spiderman. 
“With great power comes great responsibili- 
ty” The Inquirer at 19 now finds itself wielding 
enormous power and influence, and not just 
оп newsprint but even in cyberspace and TV 
air lanes. May our paper prove capable of ris- 
ing to the full promise of its growing power. 


you all this. What is it to you and to me in this sea- 
son of consumerism? Well, аз any Filipina with a 
shop-till-you-drop mentality (and you must admit 
there is any number of them) knows, the goods 
flooding malls in Divisoria, Binondo, Tutuban, 
Quiapo and Greenhills are mostly Chinese prod- 
ucts that are not only cheap but better made than. 
anything we can produce at a comparable price. 
Even local designer clothes are reportedly being 
cutand sewn in China using Chinese textiles. 

So my question is, where does that leave us? 1 
mean, [hate to ruin your holidays, but its notas if 
this is something new. Some three years ago, 
Thailand's prime minister already outlined its 
economic defense against the Chinese behemoth, 
They would go high end and of course, there is 
their tourism industry which boasts of some 11 
million visitors a year. According to another of 
those depressing statistics, it will take us up to 
2009 to catch up to where Thailand is now, but 
only if we put reforms in place. 

It would help boost our confidence if some- 
body in our government would speak up and out- 
line what the Philippines will do about the prob- 
lem. Read any of our dailies and we get an over- 
load of disaster news (generally due to human 
greed and stupidity), corruption scandals (has 
anyone been charged with economic sabotage ev- 
er?) and press releases from our legislators who 
apparently must be casting a moist eye at Mala- 
cafiang in six years. They're elther making moth- 
erhood statements and boring us senseless or 
protecting their pork barrel to the death, but 
they're not coming up with anything that makes 
sense against the Chinese juggernaut, 

So, who knows, instead of a Christmas card 
this year, perhaps they'll come up with a proposal 
оп how the nation can survive їп this brave, new 
world? Merry Christmas to them, too. 


Comments to bambihiarper@yahoo.com 


As 
Through mother’s eyes 


ТАМ 22 years old. I've been single all my life. And I've never 
really been in love. So what makes me think I can judge other 
people's relationships? 

My mother has been a widow for nine years now. For the 
past two years, she's been seeing a man. 1 don't mind her dat- 
ing. But with her current relationship, 1 can never really be 
comfortable. 

thought it would be simple. She's happy. Нез happy. So 1 
should be happy for = E 
them, too. 

But thafs not ev- 
erything. He is a mar- 
ried man. She has fall- 
єп for the wrong guy. 
They should just stop. 
seeing each other. 

Tm lost. By sharing 
this story, I hope some- 
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Youwc BLOOD 
Ina Si 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on curent issues? We 
г welcome contributions from the 
апе alme Met twentysomething and below. Ed. 
derstand and accept. 5 

Happiness is so complicated. Morality is so complicated. 
Love isso complicated. Life is so complicated. Ў 

Where do we draw the line berween right and wrong? 
When can we be selfish and when should we become self- 
less? When do we pursue our own happiness and when do 
we sacrifice it? How do we choose between love and what is 
right? If we have found true love in the wrong place do we 
have to give it up? When should the self end and the other 
begin? Should it always be others before you? Shouldn't we 
allow ourselves a certain happiness? 

Thave to understand. I have to put myself in my mother's 
shoes, see things through her own eyes. And this is how she 
Es 5 

fell in love with a married man and that married man fell 
in love with me. It was not a passing fancy. I think it was true 
love, because we did not need сата] pleasure to solidify it. 
We cared for each other and brought the best out of each oth- 
ег. We were happy when we were together. We made each 
other really happy. 

Then he separated from his wife. But it was not only be- 
cause of me. They had been having problems since the start 
of their marriage and after 23 years of trying to work things 
ош, the marriage just couldn't be fixed. His wife always 
pushed him away. So I was not the main cause of their sepa- 
ration. Ljust happened to be there. 

"What he had been looking for in his life he found in me. 
His sadness and hopelessness were transformed by me. His 
loneliness and emptiness were filled by me. (But are we al- 
lowed to give up on relationships or do we have to keep on 
going no matter how hard or how unhappy we are? Are we 
never going to find happiness in this world?) 

But other people could not understand. To them it was 
simple; a man had left his wife and children for another 
woman. They could not understand that it was not about 
sex. We were friends, very special friends, We loved each oth- 
er and cared for each other. We could spend the whole day 
together and that would be enough. He loved not only me 
but my family as well. But people, even my family, could not 
see the situation in any other way because even before he 
separated from his wife, 1 was already there. 

1s what ал doing wrong? Should I just give up this love, 
this happiness? I have not felt the love, care and protection 
ofa man for so long. Ihave not been this happy ever since the 
firstlove of my life left me. Am I just being selfish? 

Every time I think about giving him up, it hurts. I don't 
think 1 could bear it. We are happy. We are in love, We are 
very special friends. 

Why can't people understand? 1 am 52. They should real- 
ize that I know what Iam doing. 


Inn © 22, is a graduate of the Ateneo de Manila University. 
ste had to use a pen name on account of the sensitive topic she 
wrote about. 


Abandoned 


Mellany Malotoc 


НЕ was young, vulnerable, At 17, just like other kids, he used 
to dream of being a successful artist whose name was known 
everywhere in the world of arts. He wanted to accomplish 
something that would make his mother feel proud and hap- 
ру. He wanted to help his mother, his sole inspiration. He 
wished he could give her everything money could buy. 

So many young dreams. So many ambitions. But in the 
wink of an eye, they were all gone. His dreams had been 
shattered. His life had turned into a nightmare. 

It started when his mother, at 37, married for the second 
time. The guy was 26 and a drunkard. They were not really 
married legally—just living under one roof. 

With his “stepfather” in the house, he felt like he had been 
dumped by his own mother. He was hurt whenever he saw 
his mother caring and pampering his stepfather, The house 
became hell for him. In the middle of the night, he would 
wake up and make some noise. He would sing very loud. He 
would break glasses. For what reason? He would accidental- 
1y see the two lovebirds making love like newly-weds. It was 
such a horrible scene for an innocent boy to witness. 

‘What happened next was the boy got kicked out from the 
school for squeezing a female classmate's breast. 

When his grandfather was confined in a hospital located 
in the poblacion, his parents went there to take care of him. 
"The boy was left ali by himself in the barrio. 

His grandfather died in February 2003 and the wake was 
held at the house of an uncle, almost a kilometer away from 
the boy's home. One hot afternoon, he was seen carrying half 
a sack of rice which he planned to sell in the market. He was 
surprised that so many were at his uncle's house, When he 
went inside the house, the people started laughing at the 
puzzled expression on his face. Stupid people! 

There were no tears, but he had changed. He talked spar- 
ingly, In the wee hours of morning, he would clap his hands, 
sing and dance, 

After 45 days of observing his crazy antics, his mother had 
enough of him. She ran away together with her partner. Не 
had warned her that he would leave her if she took the boy 
along. 

‘Abandoned by his own mother the son felt even more dis- 
oriented, He was devastated. 

Now you can find the boy going around some of the malls 
in our town. He finds happiness in the mall, in the market, in 
the streets where people can kick him, spit on him, punch 
him, stone him whenever they please. 

Its hard to say and sad to accept, but that crazy kid is my 
cousin. We would lock him inside a room in our house, but 
somehow he would always manage to escape. 

1 didn't write this to bring his plight to the attention of his 
mother What is the Filipino saying? “Walang ina na 
makakatiis за anak.” Well 1 feel blessed because she is not my 
mother 


‘Mellany Malotoc, 23, works in a fast-food chain as part of the 
service crew. 
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Spurious letter, 


пло 
JOPELLE Tesorio's article last Nov. 29, titled "Conflict 
-~in Palawan Council—2 execs wrestle for environment 
post," was unfair to me and misled your readers, espe- 
cially the Palaweños. 

First ofall, the supposed endorsement made by Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo for the appointment of Nelson 
Devanadera as executive director was in the form of a 
photocopy brought by Energy Secretary Vince Perez to 
the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development, 
which then used it as the basis for declaring the posi- 
tion vacant. The Malacafiang Records Office, however, 
has no copy of this supposed “letter of desire” of the 
President 

Second, Tesorio quoted Palawan Rep. Abraham Mi- 
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tra assaying that “the choice of executive director rests 
onthe President." What she didn't mention was that al- 
though the PCSD is under the Office of the President, 
its 97 staff members, including the executive director, 
are protected by Civil Service Rules, as set forth in the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations of RA 7611, 
which created the PCSD. Basically that means that no 
officer or employee can be removed except for cause. 

On Nov. 9, 2004, the Court of Appeals’ 13th Division 
promulgated a resolution restraining the Council from 
implementing the resolution declaring the position of 
the executive director vacant. The order was served оп 
Nov. 15 and 16 by a court official. 

‘The order clearly means that I have the lawful man- 


OPINION ... 
defiant lawmaker 
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date to fonction as executive director. However, when T 
reported for work on Nov. 16, Mitra and Devanadera re- 
fused to honor the court order. Mitra himself directed 
the staff to get their instructions only from Devanadera. 
Finally itis not true that I held office at the opposite 
side of the street as Tesorio reported. Surely she knows 
1 couldn't have done that since there's nothing there 
buta vacant lot. 
WINSTON G. ARZAGA, CSEE, 
executive director, 


Palawan Council for Sustainable Development, 
Sta. Monica Heights, Puerto Princesa City 
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Disappointed with SC 
ruling on Mining Act 


THE NATIONAL Council of Churches in the 
Philippines (NCCP), the largest group of main- 
stream Protestants and non-Roman Catholic 
Churches, is greatly dismayed at the Supreme. 
Court decision reversing its earlier ruling оп 
the Philippine Mining Act of 1995, 

Mie are concemed that with this turn- 
around, the Supreme Court has finally suc- 
cumbed to the pressures of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and foreign business interests at 
the expense of our people. 

This a dangerous development that could 
ead to greater and far-reaching disasters, The 
miserable condition of indigenous peoples and 
communities gravely affected by the destruc- 
tive open-pit mining and logging operations is 
a living testament to the follies of the Philip- 
pine Mining Act of 1995. 

The NCCP affirms its stand against the liber- 
alization of the country’s mining industry by 
calling for the scrapping of the Philippine Min- 
ing Act of 1995. The Mining Act “has allowed 
the intensified extraction of our mineral re- 
sources endowed by the Almighty Creator" 
and “violates the patrimony and sovereignty of 
the country with the expropriation of the peo- 
ples land for foreign mining corporations and 
the 100% control of equity.” (Resolution on the 
Philippine Mining Act of 1995, NCCP Execu- 
tive Committee, Nov. 4, 1996) 

More than ever, the NCCP calls on its mem- 
ber churches and the general public to be vigi- 
ent in pushing for the rejection of the Philip- 
pine Mining Act of 1995. We also call on our 
lawmakers to repeal this destructive lav, up- 
hold the country's sovereignty and protect our 
national patrimony and avert the devastation 
of our God-given lands and environment. 

Let us support initiatives that will ensure a 
mining policy that is pro-people, protects the 
environment and pushes for the country’s gen- 
uine development. We owe this to our children. 

—SHARON ROSE JOY RUIZ-DUREMDES, 
general secretary, 

National Council of Churches. 

inthe Philippines, 
neep-ga@philonline.com 


GMA trying to be funny? 


“NPA blamed for landslides.” 

Was the President trying to be funny? Or has 
Jet lag finally gotten to her? It is well-known 
that illegal logging began during the regime of 
President Ferdinand Marcos. It was the payola 
to buy the military's loyalty and perpetuate 
him in power. It is still the payola to keep some 
of the brass from misbehaving. Now it is also a 
way of repaying political favors. 

Blame it on the New People’s Army? Why 
not blame it on Santa Claus and his elves? Log- 
ging entails too much work. Like many “law 
enforcers” the NPA prefers the easy way, like 
“people's taxes," i.e., "kotong." 

Whar adds insult го injury is the lack of re- 
spect the President has for the people's intelli 
gence. Illegal logging has been cast on the 
limelight only because of the catastrophe it has 
caused. It has been going on for almost one 
generation. How many more people must die 
before decisive action is taken? 

—ED LOPEZ, 
Ciudad Grande, 
Bakakeng, Baguio City 


GSIS probe of spurious 
loan has already begun 


REGARDING the Inguint news story, “Teach- 
ers hit anomalies іп GSIS loans" (PDI, 
11/28/04), please be informed that GSIS pres- 
ident Winston Garcia has already ordered an 
investigation into the complaint of Dr. Mer- 
cedes Reyes. Rest assured that the Government. 
Service Insurance System will act accordingly 
once it verifies the alleged spurious housing 
loan made in her name without her knowledge 
and autho: 

It is precisely to prevent such anomalies that 
Garcia introduced reforms in the GSIS, includ- 
ing the full updating of the records of all GSIS 
members and contributing agencies through 
toral computerization. It is unfortunate that ín- 
stead of being praised for his efforts, Garcia 
has been subjected to unfair criticisms and ma- 
licious attacks by individuals acting in their 
self-interest. 

Nevertheless, Garcia will continue to pursue 
the reforms in the GSIS to protect its members 
from being victimized by impostors and racke- 
teers in or outside the GSIS. It appears that 
Reyes was victimized by loan racketeers long 
before Garcia took over the helm of the GSIS in 
2001. With the reforms he has introduced, this 
would no longer happen, especially since the 
members’ list has been fully updated and 
purged of fake members. As a result, the num- 
ber of bona fide GSIS members has been re- 
duced from 2.7 million to 1,3 million, 

The records of contributing agencies have al- 
so been updated: government agencies are now 
required to pay their contributions for their em- 
ployces benefits in full, unlike before when 
many were remiss in their remittances, endan: 
gering the financial viability of the system. 

Garcia is grateful to the media for bringing 
to his attention cases involving GSIS members 
such as Reyes problem. 

—ЕШАЕ, VALENCERINA, 

vice president, 

Public Affairs Office, 

Government Service Insurance System, 
Financial Center, Pasay City 
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него! Suspected illegally-cut logs 
on hold for 


the holidays u, Cavite towns : 


€ of Trece Martirez City upon, in- 
СПУ OF SAN FERNANDO Mo have stepped up the hunt ABI z " structions from Environment Sec- 
North Luzon Expressway (NLEX) for illegally-cut logs follow- a cat has a 

orth Li : : : : * \ "They said they inspect ‘the 
"will enjoy a brief breather from ing the disaster in Quezon à logs to check if: really 
paying higher toll during the and Aurora provinces that e t И 
Christmas holidays or until early has been blamed on defor- P Rosales quoted the drivers as 
ашу 09 "EIL and logging. х saying the logs were loaded at a 
Тһе good news came after ofl police, environment and loca 3 port in Ibaan, Batangas and was 
некоа oard officials announced that they had. v for delivery to the Export Process- 
CIRB) confirmed ro the Pampan- “stopped the transportation of . j ing Zone in Rosario, Cavite.” 
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phone calls and text messages from listeners offer- 
ing sympathy and lauding the work of journalists. 
‘At Barangay Lapuz in La Paz District, where 
Hinolan's remains were unloaded from a roll- 
оп, roll-off (Roro) craft, militant groups led by 
the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan held plac- 
ards calling for justice for all slain journalists. 
Media organizations have called on law en- 
forcers and the government to show proof 
that they were serious in solving the cases and 


preventing future ones. "Solve the cases or* 
else suffer the people's wrath,” said Demorito 
during a necrological service in lloilo City. 
“Boy's killers were sending us a message of 
fear. We have only two options: To be afraid or 
to go on with the fight,” said Tia. Я 
Tia said Hinolan's murder left a reminder to 
his colleagues. "We realize that we are loved by’ 
the people and in our unity, we can confront 
the most difficult of challenges, even death.” 
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dbye, 


‘Bombo 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr, 
Roxas City 


С C GOODBYE, Boy. You have left 
us forever,” an old woman cried 
as she hugged the casket of 

slain broadcaster Herson Hinolan. 

A few meters away, Hinolans widow 
Aphrodite and their 10-year-old son Kim 
sought solace in each other's arms as the cas- 
ket was lowered into the grave. 

Hinolaris burial on Nov. 27 was wimessed by 
around 2,000 moumers calling for justice and 
condemning his murder. They were driven to 
tears during the necrological service earlier when 
a recording of one of his programs was aired for 
the last time, his booming voice echoing inside the 
Mary immaculate Metropolitan Cathedral. 

‘Many more people lined up the streets of 
Roxas City capital of Capiz, as the kilomerer- 
long funeral cortege headed for the Divine Je- 
sus Memorial Park in Barangay Banica. At the 
cemetery, the mourners lined up for a last 
glimpse of his remains. 

His burial was a fitting sendoff to one of the 
few broadcasters who rose from the ranks after 
covering four provinces in Westem Visayas. 

Hinolan started as a reporter of Bombo 
Radyo in Bacolod City covering the military 
beatin 1988 at the height of the governments 
counter-insurgency campaign on Negros Is- 
land. He practically encamped at the head- 
quarters of the Army's Negros Island Com- 
mand, said Jenil Demorito, Bombo Radyo Net- 
work's Visayas area manager for AM stations. 

He was assigned to Bombo Radyo Roxas in 
1993 as host of the "Bombohanay sa Udto" 
and later became the station's assistant man- 
aget. It was during his stint in Roxas that he 
met and fell in love with Aphrodite Vidal. 

Hinolan's feisty style in his program drew 
libel suits and threats. He took all these in 
stride but took no chances and packed an M- 
16 rifle, said Demorito. 

їп 1998, he transferred to Iloilo City as sta- 
tion manager of the Radyo Mindanao Net- 
workstation. 


‘My go-to guy” 

He went back to Bombo Radyo a year after 
and became the station manager of dylN 
Bombo Radyo Kalibo where he hosted the 
morning program “Bombohanay Bigtime,” 

Demorito described Hinolan as a "fighter" 
and "good soldier" who never refused суеп the 
most challenging assignments. "He was my go- 
to-guy. Once (the assignment) is given to him, I 
can be assured that it is good as accomplished.” 

Police said it was probably Hinolan's hard- 
hitting ("sagad sa buto") commentaries that 
earned the ire of groups or individuals who 


Boy 


wanted him silenced. 

On Nov. 13, a lone gunman repeatedly shot - 
the 38-year-old broadcaster outside a carnival 
in Kalibo. He died two days later from serious 
injuries that damaged his stomach and liver. 

The gunman apparently made sure Hi- 
nolan was dead. He shot him at least four 
times and pursued him until the wounded 
broadcaster fell on the road. 

Hinolan’s mother Sonia called on the police 
and other law enforcement agencies to hasten 
the investigation of the murder and to bring 
the perpetrators to justice. 

She urged the public to help solve the mur- 
der of other journalists whose cases had re- 
mained unsolved. "Help in whatever you can 
or these killings will continue,” she said. 

Police tagged Mayor Fred Arsenio of Lezo, 
Aklan, as the gunman. Arsenio, a retired sol- 
dier, has denied involvement in the crime. 

‘Atleast one other suspect remains at large. 

‘The case against Arsenio is undergoing рге- 
liminary investigation at the provincial prose- 
cutor's office, 

Hinolan was the 10th journalist killed in 
the country this year and the 59th since 1986 
when democracy was restored. 

Journalists in Panay, who have been actively 
condemning previous killings of journalists 
from other regions, found themselves moum- 
ing and calling for justice for one of their own. 


Unprecedented unity 

Hinolan’s death brought an unprecedented 
sense of unity to the often fractious media com- 
‘munity in lloilo, according to veteran journalists. 

Setting aside professional differences, 
around 100 journalist joined Hinolan's funer- 
al cortege from Zarraga town in Iloilo when his 
remains were taken from Aklan to his home- 
town in Talisay City in Negros Occidental. | 

“Не is not a competitor anymore. He is (8) 
brother in the profession, a fallen comrade," 
said John Paul Tia, station manager of Bombo 
Radyo's rival Aksyon Radyo lloilo. 

Many of the journalists, led by the Iloilo chapter 
of the National Union of Journalists of the Philip- 
pines (МШ), wore black shirts emblazoned with 
“Stop Killing Journalists?” and black armbands. 

Fifteen vehicles joined the convoy that took 
off around 1 p.m. at the Zarraga public plaza. 
‘The number had doubled when it arrived in 
Iloilo City an hour later. 

People who waited for hours in Zarraga 
threw flowers at the funeral ear as it reached 
the plaza. They approached Hinolan’s family, 
who were in a van, o offer condolences. 

‘Some people held lighted candles and plac- 
ards with handwritten messages calling for 
justice for the slain journalists and urging me- 
dla practitioners to carry on with their work. 

Radio stations airing the event live received 
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ein Obligatory Memorial 


On December 12, let us celebrate the Feast of the Patroness of the 


Philippi 
Pope Pius XL of holy exemoryin his Bull on July 16, 
3935, entitled:"In Perpetual Remembrance" says "we 
should consider it proper to proclaim the Most 
‘Blessed Virgin Mary to be the Heavenly Patroness of 
these islands under the title of Guadalupe...” And 
the continues to say, Wherefore we command that 
all he Liturgical Rights and Privileges which are proper 


, Our Lady of Guadalupe, with an Obli 


ligatory Memorial. 
and complere effects.and they shall benefit with al 
of the islands both now and forever; and IF 
ANYTHING CONTRARY ТО THESE THINGS 
SHOULD HAPPEN TO BE ATTEMPTED BY 
ANYBODY EITHER KNOWINGLY OR 
UNKNOWINGLY NO MATTER BY WHAT 
AUTHORITY, it must be judged and dealt with 


accordingly, AND IT SHALL BECOME NULL AND 
VOID FROM THIS MOMENT. Everything to the 
contrary noswithstanding” 


0 such a Patronage shall be bestowed upon Her 
(Heavenly Patronage.” 


‘And in order to apply the fl force of this Bul, che 
Pope then ends by sofing"These things we define 
and promulgate and we decree chat these LETTERS 
SHAUL FORTHWITH STAND IRREVOCABLE, от December 12,2t the Lay Monastic Community 
VALID AND EFFECTIVE, and shalirermindheiríul of Caryana in Magalang, Pampanga. 
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INFORMATION BULLETIN ON MENINGOCOCCEMIA 


What is Meringococcemia? 


Meningococcemia is a disease caused by the spread of the bacteria Neisseria meningitides through 
the bloodstream, causing severe signs and symptoms. The most deadly form of meningococcal 
infection is fulminant meningococcemia, which consists of fever, rash, and low blood pressure, 
leading to death. 


What are the signs and symptoms of Meringococcenia? 


‘The signs and symptoms are rapidly progressive, includes fever, chills, body weakness, cough, and 
sore throat. There is also a rash which may start as pinpoint reddish lesions on the legs and arms, 
later becoming larger and appearing like bruises. The patient may or may not have signs of meningitis 
such as stiff neck, convulsion, delirium, and vomiting. 


How does meningococcal disease spread? How soon after exposure to the 
bacteria does one develop the signs and symptoms? 


Although meningococcal bacteria are common, they do not survive for long periods outside the 
body. The bacteria spreads by droplet infection, direct contact with secretions from the nose and 
throat of an infected person, through close physical contact like coughing, sneezing, kissing, and 
sharing anything that has been inside an infected person's mouth (such as toothbrushes, cups, 
utensils, and drinking straws), 


It takes between 1-10 days (usually less than 4 days) from exposure to develcpment of the signs 
and symptoms. 


Who is considered a close contact? 


A close contact is someone who has had direct contact with saliva or secretions from the nose or 
throat of an infected person. These include household members or those who share a bed, those 
who share eating and drinking utensils, and those who have kissed the infected person. Children 
in the same childcare center or nursery frequently put objects into their mouths and can be considered 
close contacts. 


What can be done to protect close contacts? 
Those who are close contacts of the infected person may continue to attend school or work, However, 
they should receive antibiotics prescribed by their physician for their own protection. 


Can meningococcemia be prevented? 


In general, it is wise to avoid using anything that has been in the mouth of another person. Hygiene 
measures such as handwashing and maintaining a clean, well-ventillated environment, as well as 
adequate rest and nutrition, will improve resistance, 


A vaccine is available which protects against some forms of the bacteria and may thus provide a 
certain degree of protection. It is usually given to persons who are at high risk of developing the 
disease. Your doctor should be able to advice you regarding this vaccine. 


Can meningococcemia and meringltis be treated? T 


Early recognition of meningococcal Infection and prompt treatment with penicillin G as well as 
supportive management greatly improves chances of survival. 


"This health education campaign Is made possible through a grant from Philippine Pediatric Society, Inc. — Council on Child 
Advocacy and Community Service, Committee on Health Education 
and 
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| 8 cultists plead not 


LAPULAPU CITY, Cebu—Eight cult members 
pleaded innocent of charges of illegal posses- 
sion of firearms and explosives yesterday, 
days after they were arrested carrying unli- 
censed assault rifles and grenades. 

Eight members of the Philippine Benevolent 
Missionaries Association (PBMA) headed by 
Ruben Ecleo Jr. were arraigned on the charges 
atthe Municipal Trial Court in Cities here. 

They also asked the court to reduce the rec- 
‘ommended bail bond of P360,000 for each by 
at least half, saying they could not afford to 
pay the amount. 

The eight were Nestor Carrol, M/Sgt. Hera- 
cleo Rallestan, Michael Baylon, Richard Ca- 
ballero, Arjulyn Gallardo, Rosalito Oaper, 
Damiano and Elpidio Amarila. 

‘They were on board a van when arrested in 
the evening of Dec. 3 at a police checkpoint in 
Sitio Buaya, Barangay Mactan this city. 

Seized from them were 32 cal. revolver, 45 cal. 
pistols, three baby Armalites with a silencer six ride 
‘grenades, two grenades and 1,000 bullets. 

‘The Lapulapu City prosecutor recommend- 
ed bail of P360,000 for each of the accused or 


guilty to gun charges 


P60,000 for low caliber firearms; P100,000 
for the explosives and P200,000 for the high- 
powered firearms. 

MTCC Judge Ester Veloso gave the public 
prosecutor three days to comment on the mo- 
tion to reduce bail filed by the accused before 
she rules on it. 

After the accused entered their plea of not 
guilty, the judge deferred the pre-trial confer- 
ence of the case after their lawyer Linda Su- 
san Baring told the court that she was with- 
drawing as their counsel. 

‘The judge said she would not allow Baring 
to withdraw from the case until the accused 
could get another lawyer to defend them. 

Baring later told the Ingumem that the eight 
hired her just to appeal for a reduction of bail 
and to represent them during the arraignment, 

“Its the constitutional right of the accused 
to ask for a reduction of bail. As to my with- 
drawal, 1 only represented them in their re- 
quest to reduce the bail bond recommended 
and for their arraignment, I still do not know 
‘who would replace me,” she said. 

Jolene Bulambot, PDI Visayas Bureau 


3 Cavite cops slain in ambush 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna Three members 
ofa special unit of the Cavite police were killed in 
anambush ina village in Silang Cavite Thursday. 

The slain policemen were identified as 
Roilan del Mundo, Teodorico Dino and 
George Suarez, all police officers 1 and mem- 
bers of the Special Weapons and Tactics team 
ofthe Dasmariñas police station. 

Senior Supt. Roberto Rosales, Cavite police 
chief, said a man identifying himself as Jude 
Rivera called up the police station at around 
noon to inform police about the supposed dis- 
covery of bombs in Silang. 

He said the town police chief instructed the 
victims to check the veracity of the report and 
sent Del Mundo, Dino and Suarez because 
they were experts in handling explosives. 

About two hours after, at around 2 p.m., the 
local police of Silang received a call from the 
barangay councilor of Sitio Ilang Ilang relaying 
information that the policemen were gunned 
down in the area by unidentified armed теп. 

Rosales said they have yet to determine 
whether the communist New People's Army 


(NPA) was behind the killings. 

“There were no reported sightings of NPAs 
in the area. The NPAs are considered weak 
here and have no known base in Cavite. But it 
(the ambush) was well-planned,” he told the 
INQUIRER. 

Не said another sign that makes him doubt 
that the NPA was behind the ambush was the 
failure of the attackers to take the policemen’s 
service firearms, a usual practice of commu- 
nist rebels which they call “agaw armas.” 

He said police were able to recover all of 
the victims guns except for a hand pistol and 
an M-16 rifle. 

Rosales said they are looking into personal 
vendetta as а possible motive for the killings. 

“The three might have gotten the ire of some 
unscrupulous individuals while they were per- 
forming their duties as policemen,” he said. 

He said he already instructed his men to take 
all emergency calls with caution and always 
monitor all mobile units assigned to areas in the 
province where ambushes could be planned. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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‘Sagip Buhay’ donations turned over 


THE PHILIPPINE Daily Inquirer's 
19th anniversary celebration on 
Thursday took a meaningful tum as 
the donations received by the news- 
paper for "Operation Sagip Buhay” 
‘were turned over to Fr. Francis Lucas 
of the Prelature of Infanta and Mr. 
Sanny Jegillos of the Institute for Dis- 
aster Risk Management after the an- 
niversary Mass. 

Less than a week after the appeal 
‘was launched, the newspaper turned 
over a total of P286,700 to Fr. Lucas 
and Mr, Jegillos given by individual 
and corporate donors. Among the 
corporate donors were San Miguel 
Corp., Arrow Freight, Asia Brewery 


From page Al 


adequate supplies for now and in the 
first quarter of 2005 because Angat 
Dam still had enough water following 
the heavy rains brought by the cy- 
clones "Unding," “Violeta,” “Winnie” 
and "Yoyong" in November and early 
this month. 

“The problem will come later when 
the water has been used up," Hon- 
drade said. 

Hondrade said the repair of the 
Umiray facility would take some 
time, especially since it was їпас- 
cessible by land. He said the repair 
would probably take less than a 
year but expressed hope the MWSS 
could finish the job before it was 
too late. 


Weather a factor 

"Heavy equipment can only be 
brought by an airlift, by a special kind 
of chopper,” Hondrade said. 

“We are also considering the 
weather. We can only bring in the 
equipment if the weather is clear and 
there are no clouds in the area," Hon- 
drade said. 

Hondrade said he had ordered the 
release of P20 million from MWSS 
funds to cover the costs of immediate 
repair of the facility. 

Consultants have also" been hired 
to look into how the rehabilitation 
work could be finished in the soonest 
possible time, he said. 


Help from Malaysia 
‘Appealing to the public to conserve 
water, Hondrade pointed out that the 


and PLDT. This is aside from the do- 
nations in kind which had been re- 
ceived by the paper and donations 
coursed through “Operation Sagip 
Buhay” partner-organizations, IN- 
‘quiRER Board Chair Ms Marixi Prieto, 
PDI President Sandy Romualdez, 
Publisher Isagani Yambot, Ingumer 
Multi-Purpose Cooperative Chair Joel 
Nigos and LRP Foundation’s Tisa Tan 
were on hand to personally give the 
donations. 

In his response, Fr. Lucas narrated 
the different stories of the victims and 
acknowledged the support of the peo- 
ple who had given their time and re- 
sources. Aside from this paper, other 


Water shortage looms 


F 


partner-organizations of "Operation 
Sagip Buhay" are Assisi Development. 
Foundation, Ayala Foundation, Insti- 
tute for Disaster Risk Management, 
Hands On Manila, United Laborato- 
ries, Catholic Media Network, Corpo- 
rate Network for Disaster Response, 
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry Inc., 
in coordination with the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development, 
and the National Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council. As the relief program is 
moving to the rehabilitation phase, 
the group is still continuing its appeal 
for donations for the typhoon vic- 
tims. 
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By PDI Research 


THE UMIRAY-ANGAT tunnel diverts 
water from Umiray River in Quezon 
toward Macua River, a tributary of the 
Angat River, which In turn flows into 
the Angat Reservoir in Bulacan, the 
major source of Metro Manila's water 
supply. 

The tunnel is 13.1 km long and 
has a diameter of 4.3 meters. Itis a 
‘major component of the Umiray- 
Angat Transbasin Project, funded 
with loans from the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank. 

The tunnel is considered an engi- 
neering marvel as it was built through 
the otherwise impenetrable Sierra 
Madre mountains and excavated 
through a very wide range of rock 
conditions 

‘The demanding engineering work 
cost P2 billion and took ай of three 
years to complete. 

Before the tunnel was built, the. 
Umiray River flowed north, discharg- 
Ing into the Pacific Ocean. 

The Umiray basin has a marked 

| rainy season during October to 
| February and a high-flow period from 


situation was not yet serious but re- 
quired attention and the public's co- 
operation. 

He said work to rehabilitate the 
damage facility might not start imme- 
diately because weather in the Gener- 
al Nakar area tended to deteriorate 


dune to February, The catchment of 
Angat River has its wet season fiom 
June to October. 

This complementary rainfall pat- 
tem of the two watersheds has led to 
a better Angat reservoir storage and 
‘water release facility. 

Until the recent typhoons, the 
Umiray tunnel was supplying Angat 
Dam with as much as 9 om (cubic 
meters per second) of water, benefit- 
ing about 2.2 million people in Metro 
Manila. This means 25 to 30 percent 
added to the water supply for Metro 
Manila. 

Its beneficiaries have been the res- 
Idents in the service area of the Mani- 
la Water Inc., the Ayala Corp -led East 
Zone concessionaire which covers 24 
cities and municipalities. 

These include Mandaluyong, 
Marikina, Pasig, Pateros, San Juan, 
Taguig, Makati, parts of Quezon City 
and Manila as well as the towns of 
Angono, Antipolo, Baras, Binango- 
‘nan, Cainta, Cardona, Jala-Jala, Mo- 
rong, Pililla, Rodriguez, Tanay, Taytay, 
Teresa, Rodriguez and San Mateo in 


the province of Rizal. 
SOURCE ASAN DEVEOPHENT BANK MANA 
TED FOROS 


uring December. 
"We may have to wait until the 
weather clears up," Hondrade said. 
He also said that the MWSS would 
rent additional helicopters, probably 
from Malaysia, го airlift the necessary 
equipment for the repair of the tunnel. 
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THE HOMELESS begin their search for a roof over their heads in Tignoan, Real, Quezon. This 
father and daughter walk their way toward the next town in search of relief, 


REHZAMORA 


Miner's nightmare led to miracle rescue in Real 


From page Al 


small space, about two feet high, where she, 
her grandmother Maria Tamares and wo 
‘boys spent 10 days fighting for their lives. 


‘It was her" 

‘The minute Balungay saw the child's 
eyes open, he knew it washer. 

“1 couldn't believe what I saw,” he told 
the INQUIRER as he continued to strike at 
the concrete with his sledgehammer. "I 
could feel my bones chill. Kinilabutan 
ako talaga, вй. The child looked like the 
girl in my dreams. And the elderly wom- 
an was her grandmother. 

“Jt was more than a miracle." 

‘The hole was one of four sites that the 
miners drilled to locate survivors. 

Balungay said he was so taken by the 
sight of the girl emerging from the hole 
that he didn’t realize his tears were 
rolling down his cheeks. 

“1 laughed at myself. I thought it was 
only sweat," he recalled, smiling. 


No rookie 
He said he was also moved by the 
cheering of the residents who had been 


‘waiting for the bodies of their loved ones 
tobe retrieved. 

Balungay a father of nine, is no rookie 
їп rescue work. He has worked in other 
disaster-stricken places like Tignoan, 
and mining had been his family’s source 
of income for more than 20 years. 

He said he was part of the rescue team 
also sent by Philex that rescued Sonia 
Roco, wife of the former senator and 
presidential aspirant Raul Roco, from the 
rubble of the Hyatt Hotel in Bay 

But the rescue operation in Real is 
harder compared to the one they had af- 
teran earthquake hit Baguio in 1990. 

“Digging through the thick mud is more 
dificult than drilling through concrete. 
‘This is too energy-consuming,” he said. 

Aside from a regular salary of P355 a day, 
they don't receive any monetary compensa- 
tion forthe operations, Balungay said 


Ready to give their all 

Engineer Joel Son, team leader of the 
Philex group, said officers of the Philip- 
pine Mine Safety Environment Associa- 
tion, led by Philip Romualdez of Benguet 
Corp, initiated the move to bring experi- 
enced miners to help in the search and 


BURIED alive: Volunteer miners carry a 
body they recovered inside the Repador 
building that collapsed at the height of 
"Winnie" along the shore of Barangay 
Tignoan, Real, Quezon. инно 


rescue operations in the area. 

Son said his team, composed of 10 
miners, first met on Saturday to assess 
the area and the situation based on the 
information they had. 

Their group, together with 10 other 
miners from Benguet Corp., arrived on 
Monday noon. 

‘Another group, composed of 20 miners 
from Lepanto Corp., followed the next day. 

Son said his men were eager to join the 
rescue operation because they were sure that 


13.6M affected by 4 typhoons 
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Soliman announced, 

The thes—about 10,000 bales of 
them—will actually come from the 
stockpile of smuggled goods confiscated 
by the BOG, Soliman said in a press con- 
ference. 

Damaged homes total 42,711, of 
which 15,529 were destroyed beyond 
simple repalrs, Soliman said, 


No donor fatigue? 

‘The grim statistics continued to dr 
a matching response from Good Samari- 
tans—both rellef donors and volun- 
teers—who, Soliman said, were far from 
showing “fatigue.” 

But she admitted that there were al- 
ready signs of "tapering off” in the 
amount of donations at the DSWD's 
main drop-off center in Metro Manila, or 
Warehouse 9 in Camp Aquinaldo. 

The warehouse is also used by Opera- 
tion байр Buhay, 2 multi-sectoral mis- 
sion that includes the INQUIRER. 

Soliman noted that since the ware- 


house began receiving donations after 
“Winnie,” the incoming goods were 
worth between P1 million and P1.2 mil- 
lion on a daily basis. 

"But yesterday it was down to 
900,000," she said. 


Money in bank 

‘Apparently to dispel doubts about the 
governments ability to sustain relief ef- 
forts, Soliman said the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council still had "cash is 
bank" amounting to P44 million in for- 
eign donations alone, ready to be used to 
purchase relief goods. 

On top of this amount, international 
pledges of humanitarian aid are now 
pegged at P165 million, she reported. 
This brings the governments reserve 
ue courtesy of donors to P210 mil- 
lion, 

The worth of donated relief goods that 
have been channeled through the DSWD 
and other government agencles has 
reached P36 million, of which P23.78 
million has been transported to the dis- 
aster areas, 


Goods generated by various private 
sector missions and which were directly 
brought to the people (without passing 
through goverment) have reached 
P44.2 million, she added. 


Foreign donors 3 

China yesterday granted another 
$200,000 (approximately P11 million)" 
as айй for the typhoon victims. 

"The Chinese government and people 
convey their message of sympathy to the 
Philippine government and to the vic- 
tims of typhoons,” said Ambassador Wa 
Hongbo. 

China, which was among the first 
countries to respond to the country’s ap- 
peal for help, earlier tumed over a 
2.808-million check to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Japan is also donating an additional 
$352,188 (approximately P19 million) 
inemergency assistance. 

Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki said 
the fund would be used to procure food 
for the 76,000 families in central and 
southern Luzon. 


people could stili survive under the nibble. 

"This is a mercy mission. Everyone of 
us knows that so many lives depend on 
us. We are ready to give our all," he said. 

Son said they initially had a hard time 
finding their way to the concrete planks, 
which was once part of the basementand 
ground floor of the Repador building, be- 
cause the ground was covered with mud, 

Although three backhoe trucks were 
sent by the Department of Publie Works 
and Highways, he said they had no other 
equipment aside from shovels, sledgeham- 
mers, solid bars and pinch bars, which they 
used in digging the area manually. 

"We have no machines aside from our 
tools. The Army later airlifted the acety- 
Теле and oxygen tanks here. That made 
our operation faster," he said. 


Veteran rescuer 

Vincent Bactadan, head of the Benguet 
Corp. team, had actually retired from work 
undi he got a call from his former bosses 
who asked him to lead their group. 

He said his work at the Repador was 
his fourth. 

Bactadan, 56, said he was with a team 
of miners who had drilled and saved sur- 


The grant comes on top of the P15.5 
million worth of relief goods thar the 
Japanese government earlier released to 
the DWSD. 

Lack of manpower and meddling by 
local politicians have caused delays in 
the relief and recovery operations in 
Quezon, according to a semi-final report 
on the after-effects of the four typhoons 
released by the NDCC. 


Meddling politicians 

The NDCC report said manpower 
shortage and lack of transport equip- 
ment had slowed down the loading and 
unloading of relief goods In the 
Mauban/Dinahican ports. 

‘The "Intervention" of a former mayor of 
Real, who was not identified in the report, 
had also posed a "problem" in the distribu- 
tion of relief goods in the isolated 
Barangays Maragondon, Tignoan, Talisay 
and Capalong, according to the МОСС. 
Communications gap? 

The NDCC said a total of 941 persons 


were confirmed dead, 812 injured and 


vivors from the tragedy that struck Acoje 
Mining in Sta. Cruz, Zambales, in 1980 
and from the Christian College in Ca- 
banatuan City in 1990. 

He was also part of the team sent to res- 
cue survivors in the massive flash flood 
that claimed the lives of thousands of resi- 
dents in Leyte in December last year. 


No let-up г 

Col, Jaime Buenaflor, chief of the; 
202nd Infantry Brigade, said search ande 
rescue operations would continue until 
they were sure that ай possible survivors 
were safe and ай the missing had been 
accounted for. à 

He said they had requested more equip». 
ment to hasten their operations, such аз 
acetylene tanks and machine cutters. 

“We want to ensure that the victims, 
will not die just because we failed to, 
reach them in time for them to be recov-, 
ered,” Buenaflor said. 

Thats why we are asking for more 
help Кот companies who can provide us 
the necessary tools" he said. 

Buenaflor said his men and the miners 
were working more than 12 hours a day, 
to find more survivors. 


836 missing from the four cyclones. 

But the NDCC noted that other "prob-! 
lems” were causing delays in the relief! 
operations, 

It said one problem was brought about 
by a lack of communication between per- 
sonel from the DSWD and the Depart! 
ment of Health. п 

“DSWD personnel are not properly in^ 
formed by the DOH on the status of vic- 
tims evacuated to hospitals, Therefore,» 
assistance and information could not be: 
provided relatives of said victims," the 
NDCC report said. 

Drawing from thelr pork barrel funds 
and savings from not holding Christmas 
partes, the Senate has, meanwhile, raised 
‘over P8 million as donation to the victimp. 2 


Pork barrell funds 

‘The amount included P7.05 million 
which senators took from thelr Priority 
Development Assistance Fund to fi- 
nance relief operations and reconstruc- 
tion programs in Aurora and Quezon, 
With a report from Christine O, Aven- 
daño 
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Las Piñas house 
yields fake drugs 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


DIDN'T feel better after drinking medicine? 

Maybe it's time to pay your doctor an- 
other visit. Or, you could have been one of 
those who bought fake medicines that 
have found their way in some metro drug- 
stores. 

Half a million worth of fake medicines 
were seized from two Pakistani nationals dur- 
ing raid in a house in Las Pifias, Thursday 
evening. 

“I feel sad for those who were able to 
buy these fake drugs, thinking they they 
would get better," said National Capital 
Region Police Office chief Director Avelino 
Razon. 

Assorted fake drugs were found inside. 
the house of Majeed Mohammad Asif, 37, 
and Abdul Rehman, 25, at B-823 Tangier 
St, Tropical Palace BF Homes, Las Piñas 
City 

Another suspect allegedly involved in the 
illegal trade, identified as Elizabeth 
Borcelis, was not around when the raid took 
place. 

The suspects would be charged for viola- 
tion of Republic Act 8203 or the Special Law 
on Counterfeit Drugs. 

Supt. Danilo Pelisco, head of the NCRPO 
Intelligence Special Operations Office, said 
the discovery of the fake merchandise was 


the result of a sustained surveil 
tion. 

The raid was covered by a search warrant. 
issued by Judge Elizabeth Yu Guray of the Las 
Pifias Regional Trial Court. 

Last month, the Department of Health an- 
nounced the creation of government agen- 
cies and private sector groups to combat 
and eliminate the selling of fake medica- 
tions. 

The coalition against fake medicines brings 
together efforts to curb the illegal trade by the 
Health, Trade and Justice departments, the 
Philippine Medical Association, the Drug- 
stores Association of the Philippines, Mercury 
Drug Corp., Zuellig Pharma Corp., Pfizer, 
GMA-7 Broadcast Network and the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer. 

Previous reports revealed that at least 10 
percent of the medicine bought in pharma- 
cies nationwide today were found to be 
fake 

‘The DOH also warned the public to be vigi- 
lant when buying medicines, adding that it 
was important for consumers to carefully ex- 
“amine the packaging before they make a pur- 
chase. 

If the prints on the labels are blurred or 
hazy, and the containers look like they had 
been tampered with or had been recycled, 
chances are the products are fake, the health 
department added. 


lance opera- 


Extra ‘angels’ for ‘Simbang Gabi’ 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


PEOPLE attending the traditional 
dawn Masses or "Simbang Gabi" 
this month would be getting extra 
protection not only from their 


guardian angels. 


Starting Dec. 16, the Western 
Police District would be deploy- 
ing policemen around the city's 


churches to mingle 


crowd and watch out for snatch- 
ers and robbers who might take 
advantage of the situation, said 
WPD deputy for administration 
Sr Supt. Juanito de Guzman. 
"The night shift policemen at 
the community precinets would 
be deployed outside, not inside, 


the churches,” he said. 


According to De Guzman, the 
usual threats to churchgoers are 
snatchers and pickpockets, who 
would take advantage of the 


crowded atmosphere to be able to 
ply their trade without being no- 
ticed. 

Another danger to early morn- 
ing or evpning Mass participants 
are robbers who lurk in dark al- 
leys or unlighted streets waiting 
for potential victims, police said. 

Manila is home to several big 
and well-known churches. The 
list includes the Quiapo church, 
the Manila Cathedral, the San 
Agustin church and the San Se- 
bastian church. 

The five police districts in 
Manila were earlier directed to 
map out a security plan to ensure 
the public's safety during the tra- 
ditional dawn Masses. 

Meanwhile, De Guzman said 
that evening Masses would also 
be held at the WPD headquarters 
along United Nations Avenue in 
Manila 


with the 


3 QC teachers cited 
for outstanding service 


By Tina б. Santos 


THE QUEZON City government 
has commended three teachers 
from the city who were among 
the winners in this year's Search 


for — Outstanding 


launched by the Metrobank Foun- 


dation. 


Belmonte led city officials in 
honoring the awardees, Gener- 
sol б. Monton, of Fort Bonifacio 
High School їп Makati and a 


resident of Batasan 


Antonio Miguel Dans, who 
teaches at the University of the 
Philippines in Manila and a res- 
ident of New Manila; and Dr. 
Manuel Dy Jr., a professor from 
the Ateneo de Manila Universi- 


“The city salutes you for serv- 
ing as models of excellence, dedi- 
cation and commitment to the 
teaching profession, Whar you 
have achieve will continue to 
serve as an inspiration to the 
teachers of our nation," 


told the awardees. 


The search, established in 
1985 at the tail-end of the Mar- 
cos years, sees to it that teachers 
are given their due in annual 
ceremonies. Since 1985, the 


"Belmonte 


foundation has recognized 236 
outstanding teachers. This year, 
there were nearly 200 nomi- 
пеез. 

The winners were chosen for 
their outstanding contributions 
to the teaching profession, per- 
sonal integrity and character, in- 
structional competence, and pro- 
fessional and community involve- 
ment 

One of the awardees, Dans, 
was a pioneer of evidence- 
based medicine (EBM) in the 
country in the mid-'90s, intro- 
ducing itin the medical curricu- 
lum. 

Ав a professor, Dans said he 
tries ro uphold the three pillars of 
the academe, for which his school. 
is known: research, service and 
teaching. 

"Teaching is a wonderful learn- 
ing experience," he said, "By be- 
coming a teacher, you make a 
commitment to become a student. 
all your life. In a way, you are able 
to stay young for as long as you 
can," he said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
conferred the gold medallions to 
the awardees recently. 

The awardees received a то- 
phy and a cash prize of P200,000. 
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Refresher 
course 
for tutors 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A REPRESHER course in English for those 
teaching the language. 

Hundreds of Manila's public school teach- 
ers would become students of the English lan- 
guage anew, as the local school division has 
scheduled an English proficiency training 
Program as part of the city's implementation 
of the English-only policy in its schools. 

Noting the need for an English refresher 
course among public school teachers, Isabeli- 
ta Santos, assistant superintendent of Mani- 
la's Division of City Schools (DCS), said 
teachers have grammar problems in both spo- 
ken and written English, something that 
school officials would not want the teachers 
to pass on to students. 

Thus, after Manila Mayor Lito Atienza an- 

‘nounced in June his planned city-wide imple- 
mentation of English proficiency programs 
for students and teachers, the DCS, upon its 
own initiative, drafted a teacher training pro- 
gram. 
Called the Intensive English Proficiency 
‘Training for Teachers, the program aims to 
"refresh teachers knowledge of the nuances 
and intricacies of English as a medium of in- 
struction and facilitate language acquisition 
through formal and functional use,” among 
other objectives, as stated in a DCS paper ex- 
plaining the program. 


Mistakes aplenty 

For the first phase, some 900 English ele- 
mentary and high school teachers were put 
through an English diagnostic test that fo- 
cused on grammar, 

Even while the DCS had yet to finish check- 
ing the answers, Santos already has an idea 
how the results would be like. 

"We saw many mistakes in the first few pa- 
pers we checked,” she said. 

“There was even one essay that made us all 
laugh out loud because of the errors,” Santos 
added 

Based on the results of the diagnostic test, 
teachers would be enlisted in English refresh- 
er classes that would target their specific 
‘weaknesses, Santos said. 

Classes begin next week, and the English 
teachers would be required to attend twice-a- 
week sessions to be handled by English super- 
visors. 
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Number code scheme backed 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


NOT ALL bus operators are against the 
number coding scheme. 

The Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
opment Authority has received re- 
quests from legitimate bus operators 


to restore the 
scheme on Edsa months after it was 
lifted, 

MMDA Traffic Operations Center 
Director Angelito Vergel de Dios 
said the bus operators complained 
that their earnings dwindled since 


number coding the scheme was suspended last 
March. 

“More buses on Edsa means more 
competitors," Vergel de Dios said in an 
interview. 

“The operators said they lose a signif- 


icant part of their daily earnings to oth- 


er buses," he added. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo had or- 
dered the immediate exemption of 
public buses from the Unified Vehicu- 
lar Volume Reduction Program or 
UVVRP 

The move was seen as an effort to 
keep bus companies from joining the 


JUST A HINT AWAY. Christmas 
on visitors on a holiday mood. 


clamor for a fare hike before the eléc- 
tions, 


No increase, i 

Bus operators had stated that they 
would not press for a P1.50 fare in- 
crease if the MMDA would lift the 
UWRP that has limited the utilization 
of their fleet, ў 

The operators of some 3,000 buses 
had blamed the coding scheme for their 
reduced income. i 

The scheme had cut the number 
of public buses on Edsa by 20 per- 
cent, 

“But these operators soon found 
our that the number of passengers in 
the main thoroughfare remains con- 
stant despite the additional number of 
buses on the road,” Vergel de Dios 
said. 


Modifications 

The traffic chief said the bus opera- 
tors, however, are asking for a few mod- 
ifications in the scheme. 

Vergel de Dios said the operators rea- 
soned out that the original scheme 
sometimes prevented some of their 
newer and well-maintained buses from 
plying the road. 

Instead of basing the scheme on 
the last number of their plates, the 
bus operators asked the agency to is- 
sue special UVVRP cards so they 
could choose which units to keep in 
their garages. 

"They said the original scheme 
would not be turned down with their 
suggestion because it would still 
prevent 20 percent of their units 
from plying Edsa,” Vergel de Dios 
said. 

But MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
said the proposed modifications 
could cause problems for the agen- 
cr 

“These special cards could easily 
be faked Ьу unscrupulous operators, 
Fernando said. 

“The old system has been próven to 
work for everyone,” he stressed. 


Why actor William Martinez got 
off the hook 


ко William Mar- 

tinez has been acquit- 

ted of the charge of ille- ON TARGET 
gal possession of drug 

paraphernalia by the “~~ 

Pasay City Regional Tri- 

al Court, 

Lack of evidence, ac- WEES Tulfo 
cording to the court. 

“The court finds the prosecution's evidence 
on the improvised tooter allegedly seized 
from Martinez legally weak, unreliable and 
unconvincing as the prosecution failed to 
identify that the glass tube presented in court 
was the same improvised tooter allegedly 
confiscated from the accused.” 

In short, the glass tube used in sniffing 
shabu that was seized on Martinez was not 
the one presented in court. 

‘The prosecution and the police were proba- 
biy paid off to screw up the evidence so that 
the case against the actor would become 
weak 

T've come across court cases where the po- 
lice and the prosecution, after receiving bribe 
money from the accused, tampered with the 
evidence. Like presenting in court the wrong 
item used by the accused. 

‘The court didn’t have any recourse but to 
acquit the accused since the evidence against. 
him had become weak. 

‘That probably happened in the case of Mar- 
tinez. 

It was highly unlikely that the glass tube 
seized on the actor had disappeared such that 
the prosecution had to come up with another 


impossible in this country when 
money moves. 

Had they listened to then Sen. Orlando 
Mercado, there would have been no repeat 
of the Ormoc tragedy in 1991 when flood- 
waters rampaged through the city, drown- 


ing 4,000 people. 

More than 1,000 
people died from land- 
slides and floods in 
Quezon, Aurora and 
Other places hardest 
hit by the series of ty- 
phoons and depres- 
sions. 

Mercado was calling for a total log ban, 
without exception. 

But his colleagues in the Senate and in 
the House of Representatives would have 
nothing of Mercado's proposal. Some of 
them were in the logging business or they 
were friends of legal and illegal loggers. 

Lasked Mercado about his reaction. The 
gentleman that he is, he wouldn't want to 
say, “Itold them so." 

‘All Mercado could say was that “some 
politicians slept in bed with illegal log- 
gers.” 

When Mercado was secretary of nation- 
al defense, he invited me to ride with him 
on a helicopter to Quezon where soldiers 
had seized illegal logs. He wanted to show 
me the extent of illegal logging in the 
area. I couldn't go with him because I was 
busy at the time. 

‘Anyway, after he left, the confiscated 
logs were given back to their owners by 
corrupt officials at the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources. 

Ionce talked to a Marine assigned in 
Quezon at about that time. He said he 
and his comrades seized illegal logs. 
They placed their lives on the line when. 
they did that because New People's Army 
(NPA) guerrillas were protecting the ille- 
gal loggers, 

“Nasayang ang aming pagod, sir,” he 
said. 

They should have shot those corrupt 
DENR officials. 


Bantayog honors heroes 


‘VETERAN journalist Jose Burgos Jr, two writ- 
ers, a bishop, a lawyer and two student lead- 
ers will be honored as martyrs and heroes of 
the antidictatorship struggle by the Bantayog 
ng Mga Bayani Foundation in rites to be held. 
today at the Wall of Remembrance, Quezon 
Avenue corner EDSA in Quezon City. Isabela 
бом, Grace Padaca will grace the event as 
guest of honor and speaker. 

‘The others to be cited for their bravery and 
integrity are student leaders Leandro "Lean" 
Alejandro, Artemio Jun S. Celestial Jr, writer 
Paula Carolina "Ау!" S. Malay, Bishop Laverne 
Mercado and labor lawyer Augusto "Bobbit" 
Sanchez. 


Burgos, who died in Nov. 16, 2003, was the 
fearless founder-editor of the We Forum and 
Malaya newspapers, and is credited for being 
опе of the pillars of the alternative or 
"mosquito" press in the dark days of the dicta- 
torship. 

Editha Burgos, Joe's widow, remembers 
her husband's funeral as "an outpouring of 
love, admiration and support for Joe from 
across the land.” 

She also praised the people who will share 
honors with him as “the brave men and wom- 
en who have extended the legacy of courage 
with physical resolve and conviction, as well 
with selflessness and patriotism.” 
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Pacquiao faces 
Fahsan tonight 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOSS by Manny Pacquiao 
tonight could be as devastat- 
ing as a disaster. 

But don't worry, 
said Lenny de Jesus, 
Pacquiao's cut man 
from Puerto Rico, 
who said he also 
came for a mercy 
mission and could 
stitch up the Thai 
fighter at the other 
corner of the ring 
tonight. 

Pacquiao, 25, 
stakes his Ring Mag- 
azine featherweight 
title against Fahsan 
3K Battery of Thai- 
land їп today's 
Yanig sa Taguig. 

Fahsan, 30, had 
originally planned 
to run in the first 
тин four rounds to in- 
duce exhaustion before tearing at his fa- 
mous foe. 

Not anymore, said the Thai fighter, who 
confirmed yesterday he would bang it up 
with Pacquiao right at the first bell. 

"There's no hope in running, we lose if 
we do that. It's not Fahsan's style, he's not a 
boxer but a pure fighter, he stands up and 
slugs it out,” said Jimmy Chachotohang, 
Fahsan's manager. 

So it will be fighter against fighter, said 
the Thai manager, because Pacquiao’s style 
is similar to Fahsan's. 

Perfect, said De Jesus who has been 
working the Philippine corner since Pac- 
quiao’s rise to world stardom three years 
ago. (See Tale of the Tape on A30) 


Walking into a wall 

“If he (Fahsan) comes out to fight, he 
would walk into a wall," De Jesus predict- 
ed. “I may have to sew him up." 

‘The Puerto Rican, who first worked with 
Pacquiao when the RP hero stopped Lehlo 
Ledwabah for the world super ban- 
tamweight crown in Las Vegas three years 
ago, was present in yesterday's chaotic 
weigh-in at the UCC Coffee Shop at The 
Fort inside the Global City in Taguig. 

Fahsan, visibly smaller, weighed 124 
pounds. 

Pacquiao breezed past the scales at 125 
pounds, then flexed to bare bristling, met- 
gl-like contours in the belly section. 

It was the same weight he had when һе 
met Juan Manuel Marquez and Pacquiao 
was quick to claim he felt as strong as he 
did in Las Vegas last Мау. 

‘Again, Pacquiao refused to make any 
prediction, saying he would just do his very 
best and dedicate the fight to his country- 
men, mainly the poor victims of the calami- 
tous floodings in Quezon province. 


Appetite for knockout 

But try as he did, he failed to conceal his 
boiling appetite for a knockout. 

“Huwag kang magulat kung matapos sa 
kanan (Don’t be surprised ЇЇ floored him 
with a right)” the sensational southpaw 
from GenSan told the Inquirer before 
boarding his red Expedition, 

‘Unlike Pacquiao, 39-2-2, (30 KOs), who 
refused to brag about a knockout win, Fah- 
san, 44-71, stunned the fight presscon 
Thursday when he announced he would 
reate a sensation by stopping Pacquiao. 

& Fahsan also claimed he knows of a hid- 
‘den Pacquiao weakness which he would ex- 
ploit inside the ring starting at 9. 

& The unified rules will be in effect in the 
}2-round title battle of southpaws, mean- 
ing there will be no three-knockdown rule 
and no fighter could be saved by the bell. 

З Assigned to referee the fight is Ferdinand 
Ëstrella. Veteran Bruce McTavish and new- 
comers Epi Almeda and Ricardo Canlas are 
the ring judges. 

Тор RP super flyweight 'Z' Gorres will 
fight Fehsan's stablemate while RP 
lightweight king Fernando Montilla de- 
fends his crown in the undercard. 
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FORD DAY 2004: 
WHERE ROAD SAFETY 
ISMADEFUN 


Celebrate Ford's drive for a safer world at the 
FORD DAY 2004 on December 11, 2004 at 
The Fort Global City, Fun activities and prizes 
await the whole family! 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
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Liza, Chester 
Nike Golf enter q’finals. 


virtual Am == 
champion 


del Rosario of the 
Philippines, cruised to 
the women's quarterfi 
nals in the 40th AMF 
By Musong В. Castillo 
B drew 39s from young turks in their respective 
rosters and gained some ground on Nike Golf 
Friday in the centerpiece Fil division of the 55th Fil- 
Am Golf Invitational here. 


Bowling World Cup 
yesterday by shooting 
an eight-game series of 
1750 pinfalls at the Su- 
perBowl Safra Mount 
Faber lanes here. 3 ML 4 
With her 24-game 
quite рае DELROSARIO 
5318 carried over, Del Rosario com- 
Antonio Asistio assembled a 
medal threeunderpar 66 and 
Romeo Jaratia had two birdies and 
an eagle in a five-hole stretch at 
John Науз back nine as Del Monte 
Turned in a day-best 151 to make it 
a three-way race heading into the 
final 36 holes. 
Southwoods took two points off 


piled 7078 pins to rank third, be- 
hind pacesetting Shalin Zulkii of 
Nike's overnight 14-point lead as 
Jun Jun Plana signed for a 37, 


Malaysia (7492) and Shannon 
Artemio Murakami a 36 and 


Pluhowsky of the United States 
(7158). Del Rosario averaged 
2211911132 games. 
The other Filipino enuy in the 

Michael Bibat а 35 for 147 and a 
282 total on a day the leading 
team's all-star lineup struggled. 

Juvic Pagunsan tumed in a 38, 


prestigious individual їоштеу 
Chester King, also finished third in 

Jun Bemis and Boyet Saragoza level 

36s and Jay Bayron failed to rescue 


the men's side with 5561 after 24 
games. King closed out his fourth 
Sicgame block with 1405 with the 
help ofa perfect game. 
Australia's AnnMaree Putney 

par with a 35 despite two eagles for 
the round as Nike totaled 145 for 
the day for a 294 overall total. 

Del Monte, represented by the 
core of is PAL Intercub-winning 
‘squad, was now 16 points down 
from 22 at the start of the round as 
play shifts to the short but unpre- 
dictable Baguio Сошпу Club 
course for the final two days. 

While Nike Golf's Fil team ran in- 
toa semblance of opposition, its Am 
squad practically wrapped things 
up after a 135 at the par-61 BCC 
gave it a 26-point advantage over 
Southwoods and a 35-point bubble. 
over Del Monte. 

‘Tommy Manotoc, who put the 
two Nike teams together in his ex- 


plosive return to the tournament af- 
ter a three-year absence, felt confi- 


Р checked in fourth at 

E d 7047, followed by 

" ` Puerto Rico's Yoselin 

7 leon (6971), Swe- 
den's Helen Johnson 
(6936), Scotland's 
‘Laura Rhoney (6861) 
and Canada's defend- 
ing champion, Kerrie 
yan-Clach (6802). 

‘The first match of 
the women's quarter- 
nals starts at 8 a.m, to- 
day, 

It will be Zulkifi against Ryan- 
Clach, Pluhowsky against Rhoney, 
Del Rosario against Johnson and 
Putney against Leon in best-ofthree 
game single elimination match 
plays. 

Ryan-Clach edged Singapore's 
Valerie Teo by three pins to eam the 
eighth and final spot. 

Entering the final game, the 
Canadian was 36 pins behind the 
Singaporean. Ryar-Clach fired a 
236 while Teo managed only 197. 

Australia's Jason Belmonte 
topped the 24-man field with 5886. 


AGUIO CITY—Southwoods and Del Monte 


dent ofa double kill. 

^1 feel we have the players with 
the skills and the experience to with- 
stand any comeback (in the Fil divi- 
sion)," said Manotoc, who tumed in 
a second straight 36 for the Am 
team that now hasa 267 total. 

“Barring any major misfortun: 
like two of our (Am) players being 
disqualified, we have it in the bag,” 
joked the 55-year-old Manotoc. 

Former pro Dave Hemandez 
backed up Manotoc with a 35, JR 
Tanpinco registered a 34 and Ron- 
mie Torrecampo was the last to 
‘count with his 34. 

The best that the Nike Golfs Am 
pursuers could muster were identi- 
cal 1225. Miko Yee had a 35 to pace 
Southwoods and Hanson So a 32. 
16 Gutierrez tumed in a 30 and 
Olea Aran a 25 as Thirdy Escafic's 
18 did not count. 

Ben Mifoza signed for a 33 to 
pace Del Monte, which now has а 
232 tally after 36 holes. Jett Plete 
(30), Arsenio Mondilla (32) and 
Ramon Velez (27) were the other 
scorers for Del Monte. 

‘The tournament, with Smart as 
main presenter, drew а total of 
1,011 players in seven divisions. 

It is being supported by North- 
west Airlines, Royal Caribbean, 
Lucerne Jewelers, Wilson 

Sports, Heritage Park, Caltex, Ot 
ica Eyewear, Lamoiyan-Hapee, 
San Miguel, Aresi, Ayala Land, Club 

-Marinduque and U-Bix Corp. 


Ateneo, San Agustin booters advance 


SPoRTSWATCH 
Castañares fights for WBF crown 


AUCKLAND, New Zealané—Phitippine junior welterweight champion Dindo 
"Diesel" Castañares of ALA Boxing Gym fights for the vacant World Boxing 
Foundation Junior weiter crown against Colombia-born, New Zealand-based 
Guillermo "Pantera" Mosquera in а 12-round showdown at the Uniteo ETA 
Stadium here. Both Mosquera and Castañares made the 140-Ib limit yester- 
day during the official welgh-in supervised by WBF president Mick Croucher 
of Australia, Mosquera will be marrying his glrifriend, Sabrina of Italy, in a 
speclal ceremony inside the boxing ring before the fight. Castañares, with 
trainer Danny Bactol їп his corner, wll be cheered at ringside by his manag- 
er, Sammy "Don King" Gello-ani 


URBL Finals Game | on NBN today 

‘THE URBL (United Regional Basketball League) best-of-five championship 
serias will be alred over the National Broadcasting Network. Game One of 
the titular showdown between the Ilocos Sur Snipers and M. Lhuillier-Cebu 
City Jewelers is stil being played at presstime yesterday and willbe telecast 
at 4 p.m. today. Today's Game Two. sponsored by Lactovitale and adidas, 
will be aired over NBN at 6 p.m. URBL Commissioner Ramon Fernandez 
sealed the deal with NBN general manager Joey Isabelo for the entire coun- 
try to be able to witness the intense action that drew packed crowds in 

bu, Quezon, Pampanga and locos Sur. NBN reaches 22 market areas via 
satelite and is carried by over 450 cable operators nationwide. 


Paragua vying in Singapore Masters 

FILIPINO GM-candidate Mark Paragua left the country yesterday to compete 
inthe 2004 Singapore Masters Intemational Open which starts today atthe 
Tao Nan School, Marine Crescent in Singapore. Paragua sald the tournament 
wll serve as part of his preparations for next years Asian Individual Champ- 
onships in India and the Manila SEA Games." The nine-round Swiss system. 
event attracted nine grandmasters, six international masters, 13 Fide Masters. 
(FM) and a woman grandmaster (WGM). Chinese GM Xu Jun (Elo 2589) and 
Russian GM Oleg Korneev (Elo 2583) hold the highest ratings among the 
confirmed entries. The total prize is $15,000 with the champion pocketing 
$3000. A Philippine team will also be in Singapore to compete in the Asian 
Youth Chess Championships to be held simultaneously with the Masters. 


ARMY'S Jennifer Bohare spikes against Air Force's Ruble de Leon 
in the game won by PAF. имеш wero 


Favorites top foes 
in Petron ‘volley’ 


‘THE FAVORITES were all business 
yesterday at the start of the fourth 
and final leg of the 2004 Perron 
Ladies Beach Volleyball Тошта- 
mentat the Cantada Sports Center. 
Patricia Siatan and Jennifer Bo- 
hawe, back-to-back champions of 
the leagues initial offering last year, 
clobbered the pair of Ruby de Leon 
and Josie May de la Rosa, 21-15. 
Not to be outdone, the Philippine. 


Navy tandem of Michelle Laborte 
and Cecille Tabuena, the meets 3rd 
leg queens this year, crushed 
Michelle Pinero and Lenyiyn 
Jimenez, 21-10. 

Petron Advertising and Promo- 
tions executive Che-Che Tugbang 
graced the opening rites with Can- 
tada Sports Center owner Boy Can- 
tada and Petron volley organizer 
Tisha Abundo. 


THE UNDER-14 football squad of Ateneo de 
Manila University has joined Colegio San 
‘Agustin in the semifinal round of the Red Ribbon 
Football Fiesta tournament. 

Gabie Manalo, Luis Mendoza, Jaggy Gangat 
and Nico Festejo scored one goal each while Mi- 
‘co Mabanag added two to lead Ateneo to a 6-1 
win over Marist School Thursday. Jerome Diaz 
scored Marists only goal in the 48th minute. 
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With the victory, Ateneo topped Group B in 
the elimination round. Colegio Sen Agustin fin- 
ished on top of Group C. Xavier, also unscathed, 
defeated Mendiola FC, 3-0, and is level on points 
with Southridge School in Group A. 

Tigo Roxas hit the back of the net in the 20th 
and 57th minutes, while Alfonzo Tinio scored on. 
the 40th to lead Xavier to the victory. 

Meanwhile, the 7-aside PFF/Red Ribbon 


Football Festival is set Dec. 19 at the Ateneo 
grounds in Katipunan. It is the Philippine Foot- 
ball Federation's last event of the year. 

Вей Ribbon Bakeshop has offered its current 
tournament and the Dec. 19 festival as a venue 
to scout players for the PFF/LEAD National 
Team project. For details, сай Risha Опера at the. 
PFF at 6871598 or text inquiries to Everything 
Futbol Promotions at 0916-3660369. 


Gold Cup on tomorrow 


ALL ROADS lead to the Santa Ana 
Park tomorrow as 13 of the coun- 
пуз most accomplished thor- 
‘oughbreds vie for the PCSO Presi- 
dential Gold Cup, local racing's 
Holy Grail and definitive test of 
championship prowess. 

The top contenders for, the 
2,050-meter classic include re- 
turning champions Red Star Ris- 
ing (2003) and Free Wind 
(2002), division standouts’ Cover 
Girl, Empire King and Dandansoy 
and three-time Gold Cup cam- 


paigner Lyonnais, 


promises to be а battle for the 
ages. Also in the hunt for the pre- 
mier spot are classy 3-year-olds 
West Bound, War Hero, Kokopelli 
and Diktador. 

Atstake in the country's richest 
home race is P2.5 million in 
prizes, with the winner guaran- 
teed to take home P1.5 million 
and a replica of the Presidential 
Gold Cup to be awarded by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘The battle for the premier spot 
in this year's Gold Cup is predict- 


in what ed to bea wide-open contest. 


Harbour Centre teams win 


TEAM R Il/Harbour Centre Port 
‘Terminal Inc.'s A and B teams 
bagged both the Competitive and 
Fellowship division plums in the 
2004 Bro. Dominic Berardelli 
Basketball Cup—an all-La Salle 
Alumni basketball league hosted 
by La Salle Greenhills president 


Bro. Bernie Oca. 
The twin victories 


Mikee 


— players 


Ti/Harbour Centre, led by former 
and Nikkie 
Romero, was the first in the 
league's eight-year history. 


‘Team R II-A is skippered by for- 
mer La Salle Stalwart Rafa Ding- 
lasan and composed of former 
PBA players Dindo Pumaren, 
Joey Šta. Maria, Dwight Lago, 
Juno Sauler, together with PBL 
players Erik Arejola, 2004 Com- 
petitive division MVP Francis 
Zamora, Mike Maglipon, Judge 
Primero, and Welcoat coach 
Caloy Garcia. 

Team R IFB finished unbeaten 
and bested Shell Velocity Team in 
the Fellowship division Finals. 


by Team А 


‘Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


NCA slates 15 national derbies 

NATIONAL Cockers Association (NCA), the premier organization exclusive to 
big-time cockers, wil present 15 national and two international derbies to deter- 
mine the 2004-2005 NCA Cocker of the Year. NGA opening eventis a 7-cock 
derby on March 14 and 16 at the air-conditioned Araneta Coliseum with Frank 
Berin and Frankie Uy as co-hosts. The NCA members are, from Central Luzon: 
Frank Berin, Alex and Gerry Escalona, Patrick Puno, Мах and Bebot Roxas, Ruel 
Feliciano and sons, Jun and Rudy Jingco, Jet Fernando, Madlambayan Brothers, 
Efren Cantas, Топу Martori, JV Magsaysay, E. Nagano and Boyet Joson. North- 
ern Luzon wil be led by Rudy Albano Edgar Santos, Chito Bersamin and Ruel 
Ricafort while from Mindanao are Claude Bautista, Ompong Plaza and Bebot Uy. 
To represent Southern Luzon are Patrick Antonio, Pol Estrellado, Boy Royo and 
Richard Bates while from the Visayas are former ambassador Danding Cojuang- 
со, Gerry Espina, Arnold Mendoza, Boy Velez and Johnny Jalandoni. The Metro 
Mana contingent В composed of о Ynares, Raymond Velayo, Ronnie Puno, 
oin Capinpin, Boy Jiao, Allan Tan, Tony Tan, Pepito Ngo, Butch Macasaet, Tos 
Reyes, Wiliam Co, George Antonio, Rene de Guzman and Ric Medina. 


Noche Buena 5-cocker starts Dec. 23 

RIDING high on the success of the just-concluded "Incredibol Na, Apord- 
abol Pa" sashtest, topped by Rep. Ronnie Puno, Biboy E. of Tanay and engi- 
heer Felicisimo Austria. the Roligon Mega Cockpit management announces 
Yesterday the holding af this year's edition of the annual Noche Buena 5- 
Cock derby. Now on its tenth year, this offering starts on Dec. 23. The sec- 
ond day of ihe 2-cock eliminations is set on the 27th with the 3-cock cham- 
pionship calendared on the 29th. Hosted by Rolly Ligon and sponsored by 
Thunderbird Power Feeds, the derby stakes a PI-millon prize purse, Entry 
fee is P7700 with the minimum bet set at P4 A00. 


Y l 
TEAMR ll/Harbour Centre A and B teams [ubilate after bagging the 


competitive and fellowship crowns, respectively, in the awarding 
ceremonies of the 2004 Bro, Berardelli Basketball Cup. 


Do you think commercial logging should 
4 be totally banned? Why or why not? 
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SPORTSHOUSE WINS OUTSTANDING 
FILIPINO RETAILER AWARD 2004 ........... 


Sportshouse International Leisure, Inc. was. recently 
conferred the Outstanding 10 Retailer 2004 
for Medium Seale, Specialty Category by the 
Department of Trade (DTI) and the Philippine 
Retailers Association (PRA). 


* Sportshousc President Mars C. Chua together with 
three of his executives, AVP-Operations Tess 
Canoy-Ambayec, Marketing Manager Roy C. 
Ordiales and Category Manager Neil Guinto 
received the prestigious award in a ceremony held 
at the Isla Ballroom of the Shangri-La Edsa last 
November 30, 2004 


Fitness Advocate 


Since its founding two decades ago, Sportshouse. 
has been advocating the love of sport and physical 
fitness in the country. The company vision, 
embodied in its motto: "Bringing life into Sports 


and Sports into People's Lives" aims at promoting 
a healthy and pro-active lifestyle among Filipinos. 
By offering quality gear and equipments at very 
affordable prices, the company is helping Filipinos 
actively engage in fitness exercises and is (hus 
helping enhance the quality of life and prevent 
illnesses endemic in a sedentary lifestyle. 


DTI and PRA 


The DTI is a government institution that secks to 
develop the entrepreneurial spirit in the country, 
while the PRA is a nationwide association dubbed 
as the "Pulse and Voice of the Philippine Retail 
Industry" which aims to promote, expand and 
develop local industries. The two combined forces 
to acknowledge the achievements of corporations 
like Sportshouse through an awarding rite given 
yearly. Its roster of past recipients comprise the 
pantheon of dedicated establishments who are 


committed to the highest levels of excellence and 
standards of service throughout the years. 


This year, they are honored to confer the 
Outstanding Filipino Retailer in the Medium Scale, 
Specialty Category to Sportshouse, whom they 
deem has been setting goals that complement nation 
building efforts in the field of commerce and 
industry. 


DTI Assistant Secretary J. Norman Hocson attests: 
"Sportshouse deserve this accolade because of its. 
sterling track record as a Filipino retailer of sports 
equipments with value for money." 


PRA President Bienvenido Tantoco, himself a 
veteran in the retail industry testifies: “Sportshouse 
isa fine example of a company that started small 
but gradually became a giant in terms of solid 
reputation and responsibility." 


Sportshouse Corporate 
and Celebrity Cup 2 


True to ils tradition of hosting events that make an 
impact in the sports scene of the country, 
Sporishouse sponsored a badminton championship 
at the SM Megamall Atrium in Mandaluyong City 
last July. 


No less than former First Lady and Philippine 
Badminton Association (PBA) president Amelita 
"Ming" Ramos, graced the event organized by 
Sportshouse with Dunlop Sports for the second 
straight year. 

Sportshouse recognizes the rising popularity of 
‘badminton and thus strives to drum up its following 
even more with tournaments such as this. 


n the past, Sportshouse has also sponsored 
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This 30th day o November 2001 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 
Mondalejung Ciy 


Prime wore] 


You sue eir dMéssplrsitloni 
and tous, you will} 
always be No. 1 


WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK OUR PARTNERS 


ROSSGN 


Ё sronrscaarr 


а Dart Tournament at 


Basketball Fiesta 
| highlighted by a shoot- 
$| out with the stars at the 
SM Megamall. 


All of these affairs 
boasts of big names їп 
the entertainment and 
sports field as guests, 
thus drawing big 
crowds of sports fans 
and aficionados. 


|Bringing 
Sports to 
Consumers’ 
| Doorsteps 


Believing that a 
healthy citizenry is the 
lynchpin of 
development, 
-| Sportshouse aims to 

bring sports activities 
within the reach of the 
common Filipino. It 
offers a wide 
assortment of gear and 
equipments which will 
last a long time and 
thus be faithful 
companions in their 
daily work-outs and 
exercise regimens. 


Sportshouse is also a 
nationwide chain with 
conspicuously located 
branches all over the 
archiplegao, ensuring 
that sports will always 
be accessible to the 
"common tao. Their 
newest outlet is 
Sportshouseplus 
located at the 2nd floor 
of SM Southmall 
Arena, Other new 
branches include SM 
Batangas and SM 
Dasmariñas. Soon to. 
serve the public this 
December is 
Sportshouseplus 
Market Market branch 
at 4th level beside 
Food Choices. 


With upheld vision for 
Sportshouse and its 
Joyal clients, Mr. Chua 
says "аз Outstanding 
Filipino Retailer for 
2004, we aim to 
continue offering 
products which will 
ensure that sports and 
a healthy lifestyle are 
hin the reach of 
every Filipino." 


This holiday season 
Sportshousc" special 
item for shoppers is 
Canguro Flex Shoes 
and sporis cap offered 
at very low price. 


EASTERN 
ZENITH 


Other awards received. 
this year include 


ENTERPRISE 


Parangal ng Bayan 


Streetward International inc. 


OSCAR 


MOUNTAIN BIKES 


("UP KASA 
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SPORIS APPAREL б> DUNELOP 


molten 
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JULIET LASAM 
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CANGURO 


Largeformatix 
E r3 


carlcor 


2004 Consumers’ 
Choice Awardee as 
The Most Outstanding 
Sports and Outdoor 
{| Retailer of the Year 
given lost March and 
National Consumers 
Award as Top Athletic 
Sports and Equipment 
Store given last 
August. 
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D 27 2 Every 10-minute IDD call you make this Christmas # 
Get a chance to win brand new ED A 
e 8 X T " 
Sivetieles or hundreds oF ў SZF IDE 95 Yos back P10 worth of free load when you register 


SMART Buddy phone kits to SMART Pamilyang Pinoy. Just type REG «your 
when you shop at Duty Free à name>*<address>*<NA>*<NA> and send to 433, 
Flestamall. To make ап IDD call, dial [+]|Country Code] [Area Code] Party's Number]. 

What's more, you can catch your favorite celebrities at the SMART 

Pamilyang Pinoy Roadshow as they perform live at Fiestamall, Manila 

on the following dates: - December 12 with Rachelle Ann Go, Dang 

Cruz, Chynna Ortaleza, Tyrone Perez - December 19 and 22 with Sarah" 

THe nest NANOS DE anë т Geronimo, Mark Bautista, Dang Cruz, Chynna Ortaleza, Tyrone Perez 


Pamilyang Pinoy 


n 


sad 


$ 
“йу 


The first and only remittance via text! 
Now available to both SMART 

Buddy and Talk N' Text 

subscribers. Register ' 

for SMART Padala at 

designated SM Malls 

and get a gift pack’ 

and a free IDD call. 


mias loot bags and SMART 
er5IM 3 Packs upon 
alitarriving 


a 


phone kits at тоге affordable, “pasalubong” prices! 
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‘Dad-wanna-be Woods shares Target lead 


THOUSAND OAKS, California—Now 
; that he's married, Tiger Woods says it 
1 won't be long before he starts a family. 
2 “I dont want to be an old father" 
Woods said on Thursday: "T still want to Бе 
young. We're not going to wait too long." 
? Woods, who turns 29 at the end of the 

month, married Swedish nanny Elin 

‘Nordegren on Oct. 5 in Barbados after 

they dated: for about two years. Norde- 

grenwillbe25 on Jan. 1. 

Woods did not say when they planned 
to have children, bur that he wanted more 
than one. 

"For me, it will be bigger than it will be 
for lin because she's had siblings,” Woods 
said, "Ive been an only child. When we 
have, hopefully, more than one, then it 


will be really different because Гуе never 
dealt with that” 

Woods said he would introduce his 
children to golf but not push them toward. 
playing. And ifhe has a son in the next few 
years, could he envision playing with him 
on the PGA Tour? 

“1 would love to have that happen, if Tm 
still around,” said Woods, who shared the 
Jead with two others in the first round of 
the Target World Challenge Thursday. 

Colin Montgomerie hit а 5-wood into 
about 8 feet for eagle on the 15th hole, 
giving him a under 67 and a share ofthe 
Jead Woods and Jim Furyk. 

“1 played quite well,” Montgomerie 
said. Anytime you can equal Tiger Woods, 


Woods and Furyk didn’t do anything 
quite so dramatic. They just kept out of 
trouble and avoided the kind of mistakes 
that knocked Chris DiMarco out of the 
ead twice and sent Vijay Singh to a 3-over 
74, matching the worst round on a pris- 
tine day at Sherwood Country Club. 

Woods overcame a sluggish start with a 
S-iron out of the damp rough and under a 
tree that came within inches of going into 
the hole at No. 4. That left him a аріп 
birdie. 

Furyk was among three players who 
һай the outright lead on the back nine un- 
tilhe missed the 18th green, chipped to 12 
feet and watched his par putt tum away 
justatthe end. 


in Woods year-end tournament with 15 of 
the best players in golf. 

Woods failed to win a stroke play event 
on the PGA Tour for the first time in his ca- 
reer and lost his No. 1 ranking to Singh, 
but recently said his swing changes were 
coming together. He won in Japan last 
month, and sees this tournament as an- 
other building block for next year. 

Furyk had surgery on his left wrist in 
March, missed the first half of the season 
and failed to win on the PGA Tour for the 
first time since 1997. 

And then there's Monty. 

He has tumbled to No. 79 in the world 
ranking—one spot behind Yang Youn-eun of 
South Korea—in part because ofa very pub- 


well, thats OK" 


All of them have something to play for 


licdivoree from his wife this summer АР 


Lewis lifts Sonics past Mavs 


RAY Allen of the Seattle Supersonics jumps to the hoop against 


forward Dirk Nowitzki of the Dallas Mavericks. 


Klitschko defends title; 
ON 7 


Tyson faces prison term 


LAS VEGAS Vitali Klitschko's dream was 
always to fight Mike Tyson. For now, he'll 
have to settle for fighting the man who last 
beat Tyson. 

Klitschko defends his WBC heavyweight 
title Saturday against Danny Williams, who 
made a name for himself їп July when һе 
stopped Tyson in the fourth round in one of 
the bigger boxing upsets of recent times. 

“Danny Wiliams destroyed my dream of 
fighting Mike Tyson,” Klitschko said. “Now 1 
will destroy his dream of becoming world 
heavyweight champion.” 

Meanwhile, Tyson could face 5 3/4 years 
behind bars after being cited by police on 
suspicion of felony criminal damage in a 
nightclub incident, the Arizona Republic re- 
ported. 

‘A bar patron in suburban Scottsdale ac- 
cused ‘Tyson of leaping on to his саг and 
pounding his fists on the hood of the vehicle 
outside the Pussycat Lounge on November 
27. 

The newspaper reported that Asaf 
Alikadic, a 22-year-old Serbian immigrant, 
stopped to allow people to walk in front of 
his white Toyota and Tyson leaped on the 
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Houston, Boston win thrillers 


ALLAS—Rashard Lewis erased a fourth-quarter deficit then protect- 

ed Seattle’s lead with a high-fying baseline dunk, a 3-pointer as the 

shot clock expired and two freethrows with 18.5 seconds to go in the 
Supersonic’s 107-102 victory Thursday over the Dallas Mavericks. 


“Rashard is playing like а man possessed, 
said teammate Ray Allen, who followed his 29 
against the Spurs with 22. “He's on a mission. 
He's been a guy who's willing to stand back and 
watch, but this year he's stepping up and is one 
ofthe guys at the forefront." 

One night after becoming the first team this 
season to win in San Antonio, Seattle won its 
fourth straight game and ninth in 10 games to 
reclaim the NBAS best record at 17-3. 

Dallas lost at home for the fifth time this sea- 
son, matching last year’s total in just 12 games. 
More troubling for the Mavericks is that all the 
losses have come against winning teams. 

"We really fought to get back into the game 
and take the lead, but it just seemed like they 
hit big shot after big shot,” Mavs coach Don 
Nelson said. 

Vladimir Radmanovic had 18 points for 
Seattle, including 5-оЁ7 on 3-pointers. 

Dirk Nowitzki led the Mavericks with 27 
points 

In Houston, Tracy McGrady scooped up a 
loose ball and hit a running 3-pointer with 1.7 
seconds left to help Houston complete a rally 
from a 10-point deficit in the final minute and 
beat San Antonio, 81-80. 

McGrady scored 13 points in the final 35 sec- 
onds, including four difficult -pointers, to finish 
with 33 points, eight rebounds and five steals in 
the biggest last-minute comeback for Houston. 


The Rockets have won three straight for the 
first time this season, and snapped an eight- 
game losing streak against their 1-10 rivals. 
‘The Spurs lost their second straight, a night af- 
ter a tough defeat against Seattle in San Anto- 
nio. 

Yao Ming had 27 points and 10 rebounds for 
the Rockets. 

In Portland, Oregon, Shareef Abdur-Rahim 
hit a buzzer-beating 3-pointer as Portland 
tweaked Boston, 89-87. 

Boston led 87-84 with 29.3 seconds left, but 
Zach Randolph made two freethrows to make 
it a one-point game. After letting time run 
down, the Celtics’ Gary Payton tried to get the 
ball in to Paul Pierce, but the shot-clock expired 
and left Portland with one final chance to win. 

‘Abdur-Rabim caught an outlet pass from 
Derek Anderson, set up from 25 feet and drilled 
the winning shot. He was then mobbed by his 
teammates, who celebrated a hard-fought vic- 
tory. 

‘Abdur-Rahim finished with 15 points and 14 
rebounds, and Randolph has 22 points and 17 
rebounds for the Blazers, who ended a two- 
game losing streak. 

Payton and Mark Blount had 14 points each 
for Boston, which has lost three straight on its 
West Coast road trip. Leading scorer Pierce, 
suffering from flu symptoms, played but was 
ineffective, finishing with six points. АР 
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hood while screaming. 


A Municipal Court hearing was scheduled 
for December 17. Because of his troubled his- 
tory Tyson could face nearly six years behind 


barsif convicted. 


Williams was nowhere on the heavy- 


weight radar when Klitschko won the tide 
vacated by the retirement of Lennox Lewis 
against Corrie Sanders in April. 

Thinking he would be an easy opponent 
for the latest Tyson comeback, Williams was 
picked to fight Tyson in Louisville on July 30. 
Williams upset a lot of plans by surviving а 
first round barrage from Tyson and stopping 
him three rounds later. 

Klitschko wasn’t happy about losing a pos- 
sible big fight with Tyson. 

^1 was so upset that 1 couldnt believe my 
eyes that it was happening.” Klitschko said. "T 
‘was surprised how good Danny Wiliams wes.” 

Heavyweight title fights are usually big 
fights, but his one is the biggest yet. At least 
in the ring, where Williams (270 pounds; 
1215 kilograms) and Klitschko (250 
pounds; 112.5 kilograms) combined to 


break a record for the heaviest heavyweight 
AP 


title fight ever 


Record: 38 wins, 2 
losses, 2 draws. 
‘Weight: 125 Ibs 
Height: 5-5 1/2 
Reach: 24 1/2 
Neck 141/2 
Chest (Normal: 34 


WOODS: I don’t want to be an old father. 


UAAP team 
clinches 
4th gold in 
Indonesia 


‘TEAM UAAP?Philippines clinched a fourth gold 
medal courtesy of the men's 4x100-meter relay 
team Thursday to become the second win- 
ningest squad in swimming of the 12th ASEAN 
University Games in Surabaya, Indonesia. 

‘The four golds also surpassed the three won 
by another Team UAAP in the biennial events 
11% edition the country hosted in 2002. 

‘The team of Athens Olympian Timmy Chua, 
Evan Grabador and Jeffrey Laguitao all of UP 
and Benjamin Uy of DLSU clocked 04:03.75 to 
beat Thailand (04:06.87) for the gold medal, 

The country only sent a swimming team in 
the competition and the swimmers, supported 
by Speedo, also grabbed six silvers and three 
bronzes to trail trail Thailand (9-5-1). Indone- 
sia (1-3-9) was third, followed by Singapore 
(0-0-1). Vietnam and Brunei have yet to bag a 
medal. 

Grabador and Luica Dacanay, also of UR 
clinched the country's first two gold medals 
Wednesday. 

Dacanay, with Fatima Amago (UST), Nicole 
Santiago (Ateneo) and another UP tanker, 
sparked the women's 4x100 medley relay 
team to the gold in 4:44.71 on Day Two of the 
comperition. It was the third gold for the RP 
team headed by Jose Capistrano Jr. of Ateneo, 
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Record: 44 wins, 7 
losses, 1 draw 
‘Weight: 124 Ibs 
Height: 5-3 

Reach: 23 

Neck: 14 1/2 
Chest (Normal 33 
12 


shest (Expanded) 36 
Biceps: 12 
Forearms: 10 1/2 
Wrist: 6 12 

Fist: 11 

Walst: 27 1/2 


AS I write this, it would seem Nike Golf 
‘was not only on its way to a smashing 
debut in the Fil-Am Golf Invitational in 
Baguio City. With its baptism of fire on. 
Thursday swathed with explosive per- 
ormances, the newcomer seemed 
headed to a Cinderella victory in the fa- 
bled event now on its 55th year. 

Suddenly, ай the opposition can do is 
shake their heads and pray that Nike Golf 
does not make mincemeat of its foes in 
the remaining rounds of the tournament. 

My oh my, look what it has done in Day 
One alone: a 14-point margin over three- 
time champion Southwoods in the pre- 
miere Fil Championship Division and а 
13-point edge, also over Southwoods, in 
the Am Champlonship Division. 

What's this, a replica of, say, GMA post- 
ing that unbelievable one-sided victory 
over FPJ in Cebu in the last presidential 
polls that clinched for her a six-year stay 
atthe Palace? 

Looks like it, if you ask me. 

If and when Nike Golf is crowned 


КОКАИН 


А character of its own 


champion in both the Filand Am Champi- 
onship Divisions tomorrow, Sunday, the 
biggest credit goes to Tommy Manotoc. 
‘Tommy, now the Fil-Am’s prodigal son for 
having snapped out of his vow in 2001 
never to rerum to the tournament, has as- 
sembled two teams equipped with the 
sock and wallop of the last three killer ty- 
phoons combined. 

А 32 at Camp John Нау by Abe Rosal 
оп Thursday was not even good enough 
and had to be struck out of Nike Golf's 
output in the Fil Championship in lieu of 
the 39s of Jay Bayron and Jun Bernis, 36 
by Juvic Pagunsan and 35 by Boy 
Saragosa Jr. in the five-to-play, four-to- 
count format, 

‘And then over at Baguio Country Club 
that same day, Matthew Manotoc's 30 did 
not count for Nike Golf in the Am Cham- 
pionship even as Matthews own father, 
"Tommy blazed the field with а 36 (even 
par). Thircy-twos by JR Tanpingco, Dave 
Hernandez and Ronnie Torrecampo could 
be signs of things to come: A seemingly 
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inevitable rout of the opposition. 

Only a miracle can save Mizuno-DHL, 
down by 18 points after Round One, from 
losing its РИ Championship crown. 

Indeed, almost every Fil-Am Golf Invi- 
tational event has a character of its own. 
Every year is a new beginning. This 55th. 
edition is no exception. 

How can Manny Pacquiao not win 
tonight? 

He is not only fighting on home 
ground, a builtin advantage for any 
homegrown boxer up against an invader 
inthe sleaze infested world of boxing, 

The country’s boxing darling is also 


fighting someone with a name not worth 
remembering so that, maybe, with a sin- 
gle Pacquiao punch, the pretender from 
Thailand could be sent to dreamland. God 
forbid, not toa hospital 

Promoters have only been talking 
about Fahsan ЗК Battery as having beaten 
more than 20 Filipino boxers. Gosh, isn't 
that a lot? Save for Pacquiao, have we re- 
ally been producing patsies in the ring all 
these years? 

Y you think Fahsan can pull off a mira- 
де tonight, 1 suspect you also expected 
Brother Eddie to win the presidency last 
May. 

‘This much 1 can tell you, fellas: Pac- 
quiao's No. 1 worry once the referee sig- 
nals the start of the fight is how not to 
knock Fahsan ош in the first round, Idon’t 
know if the world-renowned Freddie 
Roach, the only trainer that Pacquiao lis- 
tens to, has a formula for that. 

For, if Roach has none and Pacquiao 
knocks out Fahsan just seconds into the 
first round, the ring idol ean be guilty of 


puting television promoters out of busi- 
ness, if not disappointing fight buffs who 
usually love to see more gore than a light- 
ning-quick ending. 

Two rounds maybe? Or three? 

Well, it will all really depend on what 
mood Pacquiao would be in when he 
climbs the ring tonight. If he has a bil- 
liards date after the fight, chen our TV big- 
wigs have a monumental problem in their 
hands, Fans could be in for a big disap- 
poinment in the form of an early Pac- 
‘quiao win by KO. 

Т сал only pray that before Fahsan an- 

swers the first bell, he has signed an insur- 
ance. 
FASTBREAK. Cheers to Dr. Christian Bo- 
cobo and Beth Celis, who will launch their 
book on the nation’s basketball legends 
today at the ELJ Communications Center, 
ABS-CBN Compound, QC. Interestingly, 
Dr. Bocobo is a first cousin of lawyer Rico 
Agcaoili, the amiable president of the 
Baguio Country Club. 
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TNT rips 
San Mig 


By June Navarro 


THEY took him for granted and he 
made them pay for it. 

‘Allan Salansang drilled two wide-open three- 
pointers to spark a fiery windup that led to a re- 
sounding 97-82 Talk 'N Text victory over San 
‘Miguel Beer in the Gran Matador PBA Philippine 
Cup last night at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Coming off the bench, the 6-footS Salansang 
buried his triples back-to-back as the Phone Pals 
‘outscored the Beermen, 36-23, їп the final quarter 
and went on to notch their 11th win in 15 games. 

"The starters did what they had to do but the 
players coming off the bench gave us a big lift in 
the endgame. I hope we continue doing this,” said 
coach Joel Banal, after the Phone Pals stopped 
their three-game slide. 

By repeating over the Beermen in this confer- 
ence, the Phone Pals regained the drivers seat and 
relegated erstwhile frontrunner Barangay Ginebra 
(20-4) to second place. The Phone Pals beat the 
Beermen, 93-89, in their initial encounter 

Struggling in their last seven games, the Beer- 
men lost for the eighth time in 15 games. 

“E was hell playing three games in six days and 
that costus two consecutive games,” said Banal. 

Kenneth Duremdes canned a pull-up jumper 
with 6.5 seconds left to lift Sta. Lucia Realty past 
Purefoods, 91-89, in the second game. The Real- 
tors improved to 5-9 while the Hotdogs fell to 7-8. 

Tho scores: 

Fit Gamo 

TALK ‘N TEXT Rn 23, Miler 20, Patio 2, Cameso 11, 
Ravera 10, базгвап 8, Alapag 5, Bano 4, De Ocampo 4, Fran 
a 

SIN MIGUEL 82—5ауа 18, Hontiveros 17, Belasco 16, Vilo- 
а 10, Edatonso 9, acea, Gahol 2, Paña 2 Singson 0, Mente 0. 
Сайнт: 16-12, 4096, 61-59, 97-82 


Jewels, Wizards 
try to stay 1-2 


ALEX Compton has been sizzling for the Mon- 
taña Jewels. 

With his torrid 23.5-shooting average in 
the last two games, the veteran guard has pro- 
pelled Montaña back to the top. 

‘Compton is again expected to lead the Jew- 
els when they battle the Toyota Otis-Letran 
Knights in the PBL Open Championship at 2 
pm. today at the San Sebastian College Gym 
in Cavite City, 

Tm confident every time Alex is in there," 
said Montafia coach Robert Sison. “He pro- 
vides leadership and he's like my extension on 
the court,” 

Aside from Compton, the Jewels will also 
turn to Jon Dan Salvador, Ariel Capus and Al 
Magpayo in their bid fora third straight win. 

The Magnolia-FEU Wizards try to keep the 
No. 2 slot when they shoot for their sixth 
straight win at 4 p.m. against the Welcoat 
Paint Masters. 

Welcoat, which bowed to Magnolia-FEU in 
the finals in the last conference, slipped past 
the defending champions with an 80-79 dou- 
ble-overtime win in the first round, 

The game will also feature an interesting 
matchup between two of the league's best re- 
bounders—Magnolia's Arwind Santos and 


Take the.lead in the race for a brand new Vios. 


Just head for the nearest participating Toyota dealer and avail of any Genuine Toyota Service, 
Toyota Thunder Service or buy original Toyota parts for your chance to win a brand new Toyota Vios 
in the grand draw of Toyota F1 Team Fever 2. Also up for grabs are Panasonic Digital Video Cameras, 
Panasonic TAU (25°) 635 mm Flat Screen TVs, Panasonic D-Snaps, Panasonic Digital Still Cameras, 
Denso Iridium Spark Plugs and Toyota F1 Team Remote Control cars. 


Welcoat rookie Anthony Washington. 
Jasmine W. Payo 


Patriots advance 


LA SALLE-DASMARIÑAS cut loose in the 
second quarter as it waylaid Philippine 
Maritime Institute, 66-57, yesterday in 
the 12th National Capital Region Athlet- 
ic Association (NCRAA) men's basket- 
ball tournament at the Pasay Sports 
Complex. 

Haddi Porto and Naches Hasanon 
showed the way for the Dasmariñas Pa- 
triots, who earned the first quarterfinals 
slot in Group B with their sixth win in 
seven matches. 

Emilio Aguinaldo College prevailed over 
Olivarez College, 82-67, with Ronjay Bue- 
nafe unloading а game-high 24 points in 
the other game. 
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Leo Di 


By Nestor U. Torre sufficiently to play Hughes with 
the requisite texture and heft. Still, 


HEN “Titanic” Á 1 E I hoe al be 
-offi got асе director Martin Scorsese 
set boxoffice ч ыы: 


With Scorsese om board, th 
have yet to be broken, its = was suddenly a "go, 
male lead player, Leonar- 4 and DiCaprio gave it everything he 
do DiCaprio, zoomed up j had. The result: Seen in preview, 
Hollywood's stellar esca- FF ^, į the fiim, "The Aviator” has reaped 


plaudits, and Di io's stellar ca- 
lator—all the way to the order n 
top. The Hughes movie has been ti- 
Tt looked then that he could do 5 Чей “The Aviator" in reference to 


no wrong, and producers jostled the producer's other "career" as 

each other as they offered him an inventor, specifically of the ly charismatic, exuding power formance in “The Aviator" is now 

the best projects which they атат б OUS biggest airplane in the world іп and danger—a heady combina- being touted as Oscar-worthy. 

hoped would benefit from his thespian. the 1950s. tion that had an aphrodisiac ef And some reviewers hail him as 

newly-established superstardom. had to happen toit, orhewould be ing to get producers interested in ў К fectonsome women “one of the three or four best film. 
Alas, the next few years saw completely upstaged by upstars bankrolling а film on the awe- Romantic exploits Beyond the glitz and glamour, actors today.” 

Leo's high-flying star lose its lus- Jike Matt Damon and JudeLaw. зоту eventful life of producer _ lt could also have been titled however, Howard Hughes is a : 

ter and crash to the ground. Most Howard Hughes, with DiCaprio “The Lover” because Hughes’ ro- dream role for any actor because he Heady praise — 

of his new vehicles were illad- Savior playing the movie mogul. But, he mantic exploits were similarly eventually tums neurotic and ob- — Thats heady praise for Leo, 

vised, with the happy exception Who would help Leo atthis iffy project didn't catch fire, because celebrated. It wasn't simply be- sessive, and that downward charac. who's had his share of low blows 

of “Gatch Me If You Can.” period in his career? Ithas turned it was felt early on that the actor cause he was a producer that he ter arc is the perfect challenge and În his career. But all that’s in the 
DiCaprio never became a has- out that Leo's savior is noone else was too young for the role. squired the most beautiful and fa- showcase for any ambitious thespi- Past now, as “The Aviator” is 

been, but his career was clearly in but—Leo himself. ‘After an interval of more than mous female stars around. He  antoshowoffhisactng chops. poised to take his stellar career to 

trouble. Something big and good For years now, he has been try- five years, however, Leo matured was tall, goodlooking and moodi- — True enough, DiCaprios per. even greater heights. 
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Irresistible treats An EIC MATTI Fu 
Jrom Kidman, 
Wong and Miike 


By Rito P. Asilo 


“Birth” 
jonathan Glazer 
Nicole Kidman, Lauren Bacall 


IN Jonathan Glazer’ sophisticated albeit 
broodingly morose “Kubrikian” drama, 
the director poses confounding questions 
about love and mortality, and explores 
the plausibility—and absurdity—of rein- 
camation and metaphysical romance. 
After a decade of grieving over the 
death of her husband Sean, Anna (Nicole CK PAUL 
Kidman) is visited by a 10-year-old boy ORME 
(Cameron Bright) who claims to be the 
reincarnation of her departed hus- CHERRY PIE PICACHE 
band just when she decides to get on 


with her life, by announcing her engage- ^ AUBREY MILES. \ 
ment to her fiancé. 
Anna isunderstandably skeptical. But, ; 
when Sean unravels details that only she WARICAR DE MESA 
and her dead husband knew about, she 
her deep love for Sean comes raging 
а 


starts to take him seriously—and even YULSERVO 
back into her consciousness, Is romantic ANACAPRI 
love possible between a thirtysomething 

woman and a 10-year-old boy? CRISTINE REYES 


Be forewamed, though: The movie is 
not for everyone, but the cerebral direc- а 


Francois Ozon's numbingly touching "Un- 

der the Sand” (France), Roger Michells 

disturbing "The Mother" (UK), or Nanni e 

Morett’s wisful "The Son's Room" (Italy), ^ 

about grief and loneliness after the death 

of a loved one, is thoughtful, provocative 

and, yes, intriguing—no thanks to the con- 

troversial bathtub scene between Anna 

and Sean which, to be fair, Glazer handles 

with delicate care. 
‘The film largely owes its aesthetic heft 

and gravitas to the prolific Kidman, whoin- 

habits her complex characters being by 

combining fragility and icy detachment. 

But, its technical merits are nothing to scoff 

at, elther—most notably, Harris Savides’ 

moody cinematography and Alexandre 

Desplat’ violin-rich musical score. 5 5 f E 
The film's power comes to the fore Grab these exclusive downloads from "Pa-siyam," the most terrifying nine days of horror you will ever witness. 

when it unsettlingly reminds us of con- cae E x 

ADM CU ce дулей To download a colored wallpaper, To download a picture message, d Vo Зтехс your favorite f 

ly where matters of the heart are con- text keywords 10 S26, ten key d Pasiyam star Aubrey Miles rough 

cerned. And we know that that is never. 7 
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«2046 н 1 : 
D: Wong Kar Wai шыг ium = $e 


tors film, redolent with intimations of | 
} 


$: Tony Leung, Gong Li, Zhang Ziyi, 
Maggie Cheung 


1f you haven't seen Wong Kar Wai's Ф (2 Yo download a logo, text -keyword» to 326 
heartbreakingly beautiful "In The x na MES ^3 FE 
Mood for Love,” it may take you awhile Em ead ИЕБИ 
to get into the narrative groove of this > 
slightly less successful but nevertheless 
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Visayan actors return to their 
roots in ‘Panaghoy sa Suba’ 


By Remy M. Umerez 


AMONG the entries in this years 
Metro Manila Film Festival, 
“Panaghoy Sa Suba” ("Call of the Riv- 
er") is considered а major feat be- 
cause of its brave attempt to revive 
interest in Visayan movies. 


Producer Cesar Montano, a Bo- ^ 


holano, has long wanted to do a pe- 
riod romance set against the raging 
flow of the Loboc river, a tourist at- 
traction in his hometown. He was 
so fascinated by the river that he 
came up with a storyline from 
which the screenplay of Cris Ver- 
tido was born. 

Originally, it was the Pasig river 
during the Japanese occupation that 
was Cesar's choice for the location 
shoot, but the river is now polluted. 


Research 
The dialogue used in “Panaghoy” is 


85 percent Cebuano, 10 percent En- 
glish and five percent Japanese. Re- 


MONTANO. Dream come true. 


search studies show that 70 percent 
of the moviegoing public under- 
stands Bisaya. During the film's run- 


ning time of 129 minutes, English 
subtitles are utilized for non-Visayan 
viewers and foreigners, as well 
“Panaghoy Sa Suba” is geared for in- 
ternational release—thanks to Ce- 
sar's Hollywood connections. 

With the exception of Daria 
Ramirez, most of the major players in 
the film are Visayan. For Caridad 
Sanchez, Joel Torre, Ronnie Lazaro, 
Suzette Ranillo and Flora Gasser, 
“Panaghoy” means a return to their 
roots. i 


Materialistic mother 

Sanchez portrays the materialistic 
mother who only wants the best in 
life for her daughter Juliana Paler- 
mo). She used to be a big star in 
Visayan films, where Suzette's par- 
ents (Gloria Sevilla and Mat Ranillo) 
reigned as queen and king. "t 

А major investor in "Panaghoy" 
is Japanese actor Jackie Woo, who 
plays a Japanese officer, one of the 
suitors of Iset (Palermo). 


Irresistible treats from Kidman . . . «X. 


triumphant sequel. 

But, whether you like world cinema 
ог not, Wong's gorgeously shot, poetic 
movies ("Happy Together,” "Chungk- 
ing Express; "Days of Being Wild") are 
muscsees for бїт lovers because of 
their instructive innovations in story- 
telling and technical savvy. 

His productions incandescent, col- 
or-draped scenes that ooze with 
silently raging emotional tension set 
the tone of his stories. A smoke-filled 
room сап convey dramatic intensity 
that can leave audiences breathless. 

In “2046,” Wong follows Chow's 
(Leung) "adventures" as an erotic 
novelist after his love affair with a 
married woman (Maggie Cheung) in 
"In the Mood for Love" leaves him a 
lonely, broken man. He dips into го- 
mantic dalliances and flings with var- 
ious women (Zhang Ziyi, Gong Li, Ca- 
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BLOOM, Underwritten character. 


rina Lau) as he writes a science-fiction 
tale that takes his audiences into the 
future. But, for him, writing about the 
future is really an expression of an- 
guished longing for a romantic past 
that will forever haunt his memories, 
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“Ned Kelly” 

D: Gregor Jordan 

S: Heath Ledger, Orlando Bloom, 
Naomi Watts 


Based on Robert Drew's novel, 
“Our Sunshine,” this film is about the 
life and times of 19th century Aus- 
tralian icon Ned Kelly (Heath Ledger) 
and his four-man gang, who robbed 
banks, hijacked an entire town for 
three days—and distributed the loot 
tothe townsfolk. 

The film tells the cautionary tale of 
a society in chaos and desperation, 
where people rejoice when their 
“Robin Hood" comes to air grievances 
through criminal upheavals. It has ef- 
ficient actors—led by Ledger, Orlan- 
do Bloom and Naomi Watts—who 
suffer from moderately sympathetic 
but underwritten characters. 


“Опе Missed 
Call” 
D: Takashi Miike 
Kou Shibasaki, 
Hiroshi Yamashita 


Think about this: 
You receive a missed 
callCand йз not 
from Chris Evans out 
to rescue you from 
the bad guys (spooky 
ghouls are not his 
thing), but from your 
‘own phone number. 

Then, you hear an 
eerie recording of 
your voice just sec- 
onds before you die. 
The call is passed on 
to a person whose 
name is found in 
your cell phone's di- 
rectory. How do you 
stop the vicious cycle. 
before your time 
runs out? 

Familiar? Miike 
(Audition,” "Visitor 
Q") tweaks unapolo- 
getically rehashed 
scenarios—but this 
time, he uses cell 
phones instead of 
videotapes (as in 
Hideo Nakatas 
“Ring” series) to dra- 
matize the horrors of 
child abuse 

The plot is pre- 
diciable, and charac- 
ter development is 
non-existent, but the 
last 40 minutes of the 
film provides a hefty 
serving of dismem- 
bered limbs * that 
creep, craw! and 
grab their victims. 
RESERVED One “happily” pet- 
Lud rified viewer said: 

sw ШӘ “Pinupulikat па ako 
mou. x Enough 
said. 
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Soho’s ‘Kapuso Мо” |, 
needs lighter approach | 


By Noelani Torre. А litte wit wouldn't have 
been out of place here, but this 

ACCORDING to GMAJ, its is what Jessica lacks. The re- 
new show, “Kapuso Mo, Jessica sult is somewhat stodgy story- 
Soho,” features "the lighter telling that lends severity to a [f 
side” of its host. The network E 
has long made much of Jessi- — 3 ub- Ё 
саз achievements in investiga V ject matter, we nevertheless E 
tive journalism (as member of found the show to be onthe ф 
the team that won the George thin side. The topic itself is 
Foster Peabody award, as the ephemeral in the first place, 
first Pinoy to win at the New = and it wasn't explored 
York Film Festival for Coverage SOHO. Hasn't really changed enough. Among the famous 
of a Breaking Story, etc), and her on-camera persona. tsismis mentioned were the 
theres no denying the fact that sawa supposedly residing in 
she's one hot property It's not surprising then the basement of a department store (though 
thatthe network has found another way to mar- she didn’t pursue this particular old chika), 
ket her to the public. 

“Kapuso Mo, Jessica Soho" is supposed to SOHO'S/AD4 
show us "someone 
whom the viewers can. 
су, laugh, and share 
their sores with.” 


‘When we watched an ў 1 ч 
episode recently how- E TAE рес 
> i Ce د‎ 


ever, we noticed that 
the program host 
hasn't really changed 
her persona. She's still 
the same Jessica Soho 
that you can see in the 
more “serious” shows, 
and the fact that shes. f 
“tackling more trivial 
topics in “Kapuso Mo” 
makes for a rather dis- 
jointed viewing expe- 
rience, 


Experiment 
She treats her top- 
icin this episode's 
instance, tsis- 
mis—with a mis- 
placed seriousness. 
“Totoo ba ang tsismis?" 
was the episode's title, 
and we watched her 
interviewing Bong- 
bong Marcos and Lolit 
Solis, visiting 
Baclaran neighbor- 1 š 
hoods and a town in A 
Iloilo, and conducting a зу» 79) | dites F1 AE renum 
an "experiment at E z à ‘ E aiiis F 
Quezon City beauty R 1 
salons 


i 
demi jose uve ge элю 
Eats 
ok on [Wiring Demos veut вали брза, 
iege D 
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as topnotch docu filmmaker 


By Nestor U, Torre 


UR best documen- 

tary filmmaker, Ditsi 

Carolino, recently 
screened her 
new documen- 
tary, “Bunso,” at 
the UP Film 
‘Theater, View- 
ers who thought 
that the movie 
was about cute 
little” children 
got a rude 
awakening 
When they real- 
ized that the 
film's title in fact 
referred to the Mega Center Mall 
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The docu sustains 
Ditsi's reputation as a 
world:class $*'docu-* 
mentarist, as attested 
to by the awards and 

raves that her work 
has garnered abroad. 


Plaudits 

Like prophets and 
great artists who 
arent recognized in 
their homeland, Ditsi 
first had to reap plau- 
dits internationally 
before her country- 
men came around to 
grudgingly acknowl- 
edge her excellence. 

For our part, we 
became instant Ditsi 
Carolino appreciator 
way back in the early 
‘90s, when we judged 
а CCP short film and 
video competition in 
which one of her first 
documentaries, 
about children in 
Smokey Mountain, 
was one of the en- 
tries, 


weeks before actually shooting any 
footage. Only after they got used to 
the equipment and in fact forgot that 
it was even there did she start really 
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Winner 

We were pleasant- 
ly surprised when 
Viewed Ditsi's 
Smokey Mountain 
film. It stood head 
and shoulders above 
the other entries, and 
was clearly a winner. 

It impressed us 
with its wide shots of 
Smokey Mountain at 
night, a difficult set- 
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ly with the minimal 
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More than its tech- 
nical proficiency and 
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spontaneous, апі 
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bothered by the pres- 
ence of a camera and 
microphone} -; 

This ris 'a difficult 
feat to pull off, be- 
cause many on-tam- 
era subjects tend to 
freeze up and thus 
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honest thoughts and 
feelings. 
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lemma de la Cruz 
lungbusing “Ako'y 
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Unfortunately, 
both winning pieces 
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ing the careers of 
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More onstage booboos recalled 


By Behn Cervantes 
(Conclusion) 


TO make up for forget- 
ting the lyrics to his 
song in the musical, 
“Interior £14" Vic 

. Navasero decided to 
ad-lib. So, he paused 
(es, dramatically) 
and proceeded © with 
"Lah..ah..lah.lah" through- 
out what was supposed to be a 
life-altering number for my char- 
acter! 

For four minutes, he ad-libbed 
ferociously with full orchestral ac- 
companiment. The more frustrat- 
ей Vic got, the more empathically 
he shouted his lah-lahs! Members 
of the orchestra that included Lito 
Molina, Piding Alava and Angel Pe- 
fia were initially agog, but were 
soon having a giggling fit. 


And director Bobby 
Montelibano was 
pulling what was left 
of his crew-cut hairt 


Great conviction 
At the end of what 
seemed an eternity, a 


MOLINA. Giggling fit. relieved Vic went back 


to his spoken line and 
asked me with great conviction: 
"Now, are you convinced?" 

With such "convincing" argu- 
ments, had to be, right? Lah lah! 

In 1981, I directed a play about 
a farmer who, no longer able to ac- 
cept agrarian injustice, goes to the 
mountains to join a revolutionary 
force. His wife, played by an 
award-winning actress (ез call 
her Ms X) follows him to a certain 
par of the stage during his 
farewell scene, while a very 
poignant lullaby is sung backstage. 


Vehnee Saturno . . . «n: 


diva became a recording gold- 
mine when she recorded Sat- 
штоз compositions: “Dahil 
Tanging Ikaw” "Laging Naroon 
Ka,” and "Wala Na Bang Pag- 
big” 

Jessa Zaragoza started out asa 
struggling nymphet in sexy flicks. 
But, her career surged when she 
reinvented herself аз a singer: 
Vehnee's “Bakit Pa" became а 
phenomenal hi 

Other singers whose ca- 
reers bloomed after recording 
Saturno’s compositions in- 
clude Jay-R ("Bakit Pa Ва?") 
and pop star Sarah Geronimo 
("Forever's Not Enough"). 


Chinese version 

‘Vehnee’s songs are popular 
even in other Asian countries: 
The Chinese version of "Sana 
Kahit Minsan,” sung by Jackie 
Cheung, is а big hit in Hong 
Kong. 

Unlike most songwriters, 
Vehnee doesn't wait for inspira- 
tion. "The minute I'm given an 
idea for a project, grabe tumakbo 


using it. 


Strategy 


‘Bunso’ affirms . . . 


ang utak ko," he confesses. 

"Be My Lady" resulted from a 
dream. "Nakita ko yung babae 
ma laging inaaway ng kanyang 
boyfriend. So, 1 told her, 
subukan niya ako," he relates. 
But, it took him more than a 
month to finish writing the 
lyrics. “Mabagal kasi akong mag- 
sulat kung English,” he con- 
fides. 


Popular soap. 
The theme of ABS-CBN's pop- 
ular soap, "Esperanza," was one 
of the fastest songs he's ever 
written—30 minutes! "I was 
asked to write а theme song, 
tapos ako pa ang pinapili ng title 
na dapat daw pangalan ng 
babae. Timing naman na na- 
padaan ako sa Esperanza street 
in Makati, and found the name 
beautiful,” he recalls. 

Vehnee can't imagine himself 
їп another profession. He says, 
“Wala akong ibang alam gawin. 
Hindi ako nakatapos ng college. 
Bur, I'm proud of all that I have 
achieved.” 


From page A2-5 
cu 


This strategy has worked well B 


for Ditsi in her subsequent work 
as well. A good thing, too, be- 
cause her focus has been mostly 
on children, and a natural ap- 
proach is essential to doing a 
good job in capturing juvenile 
subjects at their most honest and 
spontaneous. 

Diss wonderful way with 
children is a key reason why her 
work has been deemed excep- 
tional and important internation- 
ally. Even more significantly, her 
documentaries don't only depict 
children honestly and feelingly, 
but they also expose society's 
harsh treatment of them by forc- 
ing them to do child labor, and 
now, in “Bunso,” as young prison- 
ers abused and trapped in a jail 
for adult criminals. 

Do go out your way to view Dit- 
si Carolino's documentaries, espe- 


JUVENILE prisoners thru: 
the harsh world of adult convicts. 


cially her latest work, “Bunso,” so 
we can give her the acclaim and 
gratitude that are her due. 


Fake baby 

As soon as the husband exited, 
the actress, dressed in baro saya 
and native slippers, slipped and 
fell flat on her butt! The fake baby 
was exposed and her bandana 
fell! Her quick response was a 
snappy, "Ay p—!" 

The audience was stunned! The 
bewildered actress immediately 


stood up, bowed and apologized 
to the audience and said: "Ay 
soree, soree, soree pol" The people 
laughed, and the dramatic scene 
wes forgotten. Fortunately, T 
wasn't there for the performance! 
When 1 arrived at the theater 
the next day, I wondered why the 
stage manager was avoiding me 
like the plague. Then, the actress 


SECOND WEEK 
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RENEE ZELLWEGER HUGH GRANT COLIN FIRTH 


SAME BRIDGET. BRAND NEW DIARY. 


ran tome and embraced me, say- 
ing: "Soree, so sorry, direkt” 
"To this day, 1 continue to tell 


THEIR 


the story about this booboo of all 
booboos. And, yes, I still 
laugh—very loudly! 


WEEK ! 
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Race for 


statuettes begins 


Oscar contenders, but low-budget art films and animated movies 


L& ANGELES—Hollywood’s major studios are parading their big 


are stealing their thunder as the contest warms up for the US film 


industry's top honors. 


‘The documentary, “Fahrenheit 9/11," and the cartoon, “The Incredibles,” want a shot at the 
best feature film award. The French film, “A Very Long Engagement,” and the Spanish-lan- 
guage "The Motorcycle Diaries” are among the most talked-about films of the Oscar sweep- 


stakes. 


Epic 

It is not the $160-million epic, "Alexander," 
but the tiny art film, “Sideways,” with а prin- 
cipal cast of four, which is wowing many of 
the 5,800 voters at the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Handlers of Mel Gibson's "The Passion of 
the Christ” say it isn't waging an Oscar adver- 
tising campaign, even though they are send- 
ing out promotional DVDs to award voters. 

“It is really uncharted waters for Oscars. 
Hollywood is still looking for that one movie 
everyone is going to rally around,” said Pete 
Hammond, veteran writer and Oscar watch-« 
er 

"The critical flm awards season that leads 
up to the awarding of the Oscars in February 
is just beginning. 

On Dec. 1, members of the National Board 
of Review named their their top picks (“Find- 
ing Neverland” was adjudged best film, Jamie 
Foxx best actor, Annette Bening best actress). 
Оп Dec. 13, the New York Film Critics Circle 
names its selections, and the Hollywood For- 
eign Press Association announces its Golden 
Globe nominations. Their lists help narrow 
the contestants for Oscars. 


Early contenders 

Oscar contenders are launched during the 
holiday season, but because of a scheduling 
change by the Academy, several serious bids 
came early. They included: 

"The Motorcycle Diaries," in which Mexi- 
co's Gael Garcia Bernal plays the revolution- 
ary Che Guevara. 

‘Also in the mix and currently playing are 
three film biographies: “Kinsey,” about the life 
ofsex researcher Alfred Kinsey; "Finding Nev- 
erland,” about "Peter Pan" writer J.M. Barrie, 
and "Ray" in which Jamie Foxx portrays soul- 
singing legend Ray Charles. 

‘An early print of the musical, "Beyond the 
Sea,” in which Kevin Spacey plays 1950s 
singing sensation Bobby Darin, premiered at 
September's Toronto Film Festival to a luke- 
warm response. The final version currently 
being shown in industry screenings in Los An- 
geles is earning wide praise 

‘Another comeback is "Collateral" which 
debuted this summer to good reviews, but 
many Oscar watchers have already forgotten 
about it. DreamWorks will push for its star, 
‘Tom Cruise, as best actor. 


Quadriplegic 

Other best actor contenders include Spain's 
Javier Bardem, who portrays a quadriplegic 
fighting the courts for the right to take his 
own life, and Don Cheadle playing a man who 
saves lives amid the Rwandan genocide in 
“Hotel Rwanda.” 

"Long Engagement,” a possible contender 
in the best picture race, could earn a best ac- 
tress nomination for Audrey Tautou, as a 
woman searching for her lover at the end of 
World War I. 

Finally, there are films that opens this 
month that are generating talk. They include 
the Howard Hughes epic, "The Aviator," star- 
ring Leonardo DiCaprio; the musical, "The 
Phantom of the Opera"; director Mike 
Nichols! "Closer"; "А Love Song for Bobby 


‘NIP/TUCK’ 


More than 
just another 
doctor show 


By Noelani Torre 


THE TELEVISION series, "Nip/Tuck," is 
а doctor show, but that's like saying that 
a hamburger has beef in it here's а lot 
more to jt than that. This rather contro- 
versial show (well tell you why later) 
details the lives of two plastic sur- 
geons—Drs. Sean MeNamara and Chris- 
tian Troy—friends, owners of, and part- 
ners ina Miami plastíc surgery center. 


Family man 

‘Sean, played by Dylan Walsh, is a fam- 
ily man who's struggling to keep his fam- 
ily from falling apart. Christian, played 
by Julian McMahon, is a self-centered 
and perpetually sex-starved "swinging 
bachelor," to use an archaic phrase. 

At first glance, they seem to be a 


MORE THAN/A3-2 


Long,” with John Travolta and Scarlett Jo- 
hansson, and "Million Dollar Baby" with Hi- 
lary Swank and Clint Eastwood. Reuters 


FOXX. Won the National Board of Review's nod as best actor for his insightful portrayal of Ray Charles in “Ray.” 


—ÀÁ: 


Prizes 


TO JOIN, MAG-RELOAD AT REGISTER LANG! 
то register, ype:BONUS «space» REG «space» <name>" 
<address>*<bday-mmddyyy>*<genðer-m or f» then send to 386. 
EK. BONUS REG TOM CASAS*218 MATIMPIIN ST V LUNA QC*07291971* М 
SUCCESSFUL REGISTRATION IS FREE OF CHARGE! 


FOR MORE INFO, Text BONUS то 386 


Draw 


Newly activated Talk "№ Text numbers get 5 raffle entries 
kapag nag-reload within 15 days.1 raffle entry naman 
ang makukuha sa mga susunod na reload 


Kapag existing subscriber ka naman, may 1 raffle entry. 
ka sa bawat reload.(Reload is limited to E-load and Call 
& Text cards only. Pasaload not included.), 


Dates 


Prizes Dally 

P500 oad 

P2000 SM Өй Cereals 
Nola 3315 Сонот 


Winners Dally 


week 


‘cutoff dates 


рес. 05, 2004, 11:59 PM 


draw dates 


Doc. 06, 2004 


Doc. 12, 2004, 11:59 PM. 


Dec. 13, 2004. 


Philips DVD Player 


Philips 25° Real Fat TV 
Honda Wave 125 S win ARO 
Total Dally Winners. 


Doc. 19, 2004, 11:59 PM 


Dac. 20, 2004 


ес. 26, 2004, 11:53 PM 


Deo. 27, 2004 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Jan. 02, 2005, 11:58 PM. 


Jan. 03, 2005 


HONDA; 


WoLFPac 


ar DT-NCR permit number 5782 Sonos of 2004. 
Promo period is rom Nov. 28 to Dac 1, 2004. 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === — 


SATURDAY Special 


nx 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2004 


Jennie Kwan does Filipinos proud at Disneyland 


sy M. Carballo 


prospects are high that Filipinos will once 


N OW that Disneyland is opening in Hong Kong, 


again reign supreme. 


Given this, meeting Filipino 
singer Jennie Kwan (nee Fernan- 
do) recently in Los Angeles, and 
discovering she was Jasmine in 
"Aladdin, A Musical Spectacular" 
at/Disneyland there, came as no 
spiprise. 

* Neither did the fact that 80 
percent of the cast of "Aladdin" is 
Filipino, or that Aladdin himself 
is also played bya Filipino. Jennie 
appears in three shows daily in 
this live tale of love, magic and 
айуепгите based on the animated 
mátion picture. 


Recording contract 
“A full-blooded Filipino born in 


A 


JENNIE (left) with her bandmates in the Nobody's Angels girl 


group. 


Glendale, and based in LA, Jennie 
stárted her musical career at age 
Tk with Kids of the Century, 
which toured across the nation. 
After playing Kim in Cameron 
Mackintosh’s “Miss Saigon,” 
Ciiicago version, she joined a 
bend, Nobodys Angels, which 
signed a recording contract with 


Records, and earned its first gold 
record mark for appearing on the 
“Princess Diaries” soundtrack. 
Jennie next embarked on an 
ambitious one-woman 
“Faces of America,” which sought 
to promote diversity and muti- 
culturalism through the eyes of 
the youth, at the Los Angeles The- 
ater Center. She did nine mono- 


logues, including those of an 
American Indian, an Afro-Ameri- 
сап professor, a white New York 
boy, and a Filipino doctor! 


Original material 

Оп the road for two years and 
covering 23 states, Jennie feels 
that this original material espe- 
cially written for her has been her 


thè Disney-owned Hollywood 


A Musical Spectacular.” 


KWAN (second from right) as a member of the cast of the NBC 


sitcom, "California Dreams." 


most rewarding project so far. 
After that, she starred in the 
off-Broadway pop opera “Bare” at 
Los Angeles’ Hudson Mainstage 
Theater; went to Japan on a 
record deal that took her to Lon- 
don, Dubai, Mexico and the 
Caribbean; and played Samantha 
Woo, a wacky singing sensation 
on NBC-TV's situation comedy 


"California Dreams. 

Jennie teaches voice to about 
20 students, many of them Fil- 

i lon't know what it is 

inos that makes us 

such good singers. Maybe it's in 
the structure of our bones? 1 real- 
ly don't know!" she grins. 

Email the author at bibsym- 
car@yahoo.com 


jude Law is versatility and charisma personified 


By Nestor U, Torre 


N the movies, 2004 is 

Jude Law’s year. Not 

only has he been 
dubbed the sexiest man 
iri the world by People 
magazine, but he’s also 
topbilled five films in on- 
ly one year’s time. 

Many other stars do only one 
movie every two years, so Laws 
feat is nothing short of phenome- 
nal. 

„However, the actor himself is 
rigt quite as sanguine about his 
dühievement, pointing out that 
tfe five films weren't made in on- 
lone year, they were all simply 


released in 2004. 

So, his “amazing” feat is more 
the resultof the vagaries of movie 
marketing and scheduling, and 
mot because he's been so over- 
whelmingly popular with produc- 
ers this year. 


Major star 

Others would beg to disagree, 
however. They believe that Jude 
will become a major star in 2005, 
because the importance of his 
movie vehicles has been acceler- 
ating this season. 

For instance, his being tapped 
to play Michael Caine's original 
role in the remake of “Alfie” is a 
tribute, not just to his acting 
chops, but also to his compelling 


presence on the screen. depth. 


LAW. Impressive range and 


Like Caine, Law practically 
eats up the movie screen with his 
corrosive portrayal in the film, 
which is reminiscent of his other 
seductively evil performance in 
"The Talented Mr. Ripley" 

Law's last two movies for 2004 
are being shown practically back- 
to-back this month. In “Closer,” he 
co-stars with Julia Roberts and 
Natalie Portman, and their perfor- 
mances are reported to be attract- 
ing the attention of Oscar jurors. 


More flamboyant 

їп "The Aviator” Law plays it 
much more flamboyant because 
hes portraying Errol Flynn, the 
swashbuckling, ladykiling star of 
the SOs and °60s. But, he defers to 
Leonardo DiCaprio in the produc- 


tion because Leo is playing the title 
role, which refers to the legendary 
film producer, Howard Hughes. 

The quality that blazingly 
comes through in Jude Laws film 
oeuvre is his amazing versatility. 
Не can be romantic one moment, 
and disgusting the next, not to 
mention, tragic, heroic, pathetic, 
breathtakingly entertaining, 
charismatic, degenerate, angelic, 
vile—is there a character he can't 
play? 

Law attributes his range and 
depth as an actor to his rigorous 
training in the theater, where he 
cut his teeth in the classics 
There's nothing like doing Shake- 
speare and Shaw to hone a young 
performers thespic acuity and 
prepare him for a lifetime of ful- 


filling, creative workas an actor, 


Theater 

То be sure, the movies pay 
much more than the theater, and 
make a young star famous be- 
yond his wildest dreams. But, no 
matter how high Law's star will 
rise, he'll always be known as an 
actor, first and last. 

In this regard, he strikes us like 
todays version, not really of 
Michael Caine, but of Laurence 
Oliviera better-looking ver- 
sion, to boot. 

Laws combination of versatili- 
tyand charisma should make him 
опе of the movie world's biggest 
male draws in only a few more 
film seasons. Right now, he's al- 
ready one of the busiest! 


JULIAN McMAHON AND DYLAN WALSH. Play friends and surgeons on “Nip/Tuck.” 


More than just another doctor . . . 


From page A3-1 


reworking of a typical cinematic pairing 
(good cop, bad cop), bur the show isn't 
enamored with black-and-white scenar- 
fos. So we get two well-rounded main 
characters—not a bad place to start if 
you want to make a successful television 
series—plus an equally good supporting 
cast, not the least of whom is Joely 
Richardson, who plays Sean's wife Julia 

Зо if you think nothing interesting hap- 
pens at the plastic surgeons’ clinic just be- 
cause they don’t perform heart transplants 
and stuff like that, think again. The premise 
in itself is already atypical, and believe me, 
there's a lot to be fascinated about when 
people are talking abour (and doing) body 
modifications. 


Vain creatures 

Were all vain creatures, after all, and 
though we can't or won't let ourselves be op- 
erated on for the sake of beauty, we're still se- 
cretly fascinated with all the different pro- 
cesses. 

"Nip/Tuck" will show you that there are а 
lot—and that theyre some of the grossest 
things you'll see on television (practically as 
graphic as those in "CSI". 

‘Okay, now we get to the controversial part: 
Aside from all the operating rable visuals, 
there's a lot of sexy stuff going on in the show. 
Youll get fair warning though—a big, red Rat- 
ed-R is the first thing you'll see before the 
show starts. 

“The last episode we watched had Christian 
getting it on with a girl in the very first scene, 
so you see that the R Is necessary. There's 
been а fair amount of talk generated about 


this aspect of the show in the States—they’re 
even asking for it to be pulled. 


Druglord 

During the first season, the docs get 
themselves involved with a Colombian 
drug lord who has them doing free surgery, 
and the various dramas in their lives esca- 
late and entangle themselves. There are 
numerous plot twists here, almost as many 
аз those in our own soap operas, but the 
show is saved by grim humor and witty dia- 
logue. 

The regular cast has been enhanced in a 
couple of episodes with the presence of Vanes- 
sa Redgrave, as Julia's mother and Sean's 
mother-in-law. 

The interesting bit of trivia here is that Joe- 
ly Richardson is Redgrave's real-life daughter, 
‘They belong to one of the most famous acting 
dynasties—their other relations include Tony 
Richardson, Natasha Richardson, Sir Michael 
Redgrave, Lynn Redgrave, and ‘Corin Red- 
gravel 


Famous relations 

Speaking of famous relations, Julian 
MeMahon (Christian) happens to be the son 
of Sir William McMahon, Australia's former 
prime minister 

"Nip/Tuck" is currently in its second sea- 
son (where the docs confront serial rapists 
and their own dark secrets), and shows по 
signs of getting stale (so far, anyway). In 
any case, it makes for interesting viewing, 
and it manages to laugh at itselí—some- 
thing not all TV shows are capable of do- 
ing. 


Forensic doctor loves to read 


(Conclusion) 


CONTINUATION of Dr. Raquel For- 
tun's essay on reading: “It was not 
really so bad, though. While we did 
тог have vacations, fancy cars and 
trendy clothes, my parents made 
sure our minds and bodies were 
nourished well. There was never а 
question that we would get a good 
education, and reading was particu- 
larly encouraged. 

“For my mom, reading a book af- 
ter a meal was good enough to ex- 
cuse me from washing the dishes. 
With their meager budget, my par- 
ents bought books on installment 
Time-Life, Grollier classics, а st 
ence encyclopedia set. It also 
helped that my Lolo Amado was a 
voracious reader and left behind an 
entire library. 


Collection 

“As for me, I take pride in my pro- 
fessional collection of forensic sci- 
ence books. My preference for mys- 
teries has persisted. I did, after all, 
turnout to bea medical detective. AS 
soon as I started earning, 1 complet- 


STREET 
SMART 


Mandy 
Navasero! ^ 


ed the Nancy Drew series as a senti- 
mental reminder of my childhood. 
Locally and abroad 1 habitually for- 
age bookstores for cheap titles to add 
tomy rove. 

“When I was in high school, my 
family moved to my grandparents" 
house. Lucky for me, no one con- 
tested my claim to make Lolo Ama- 
доз room my own. So, for the suc- 
ceeding years until 1 got married, 
his library was my bedroom. His 
books on philosophy and religion 
did пог appeal to me, but the novels 
and mysteries did: 

"Agatha Christie and Erle Stanley 
Gardner were favorites, but reading 
for pleasure had to take the back 
seat when it was time for college 


and medicine. Technical must- 
read books pushed aside the ones 
to be consumed for Rand R. 


Ordinary event 

“Nowadays, driving off to book- 
stores is an ordinary event. If I 
have my daughter in tow, 1 coax 
her to buy something to read. She 
loves the Harry Potter books so 
much, and reads them over and 
over. Still 1 wish she would read 
more. Blame it on the Internet, ca- 
ble TV and electronic games, but it 
"would be unfair to compare my 
time with hers. 

"Someday I am going to have my 
dream library—cool and quiet, with 
huge windows and brick walls. My 
CDs will be there, too. I will be my 
personal space, my sanctuary. will 
Tead for as long as 1 want on the 
most comfortable couch in the 
world, only to be called for meals. 
And of course, and 1 will not be ex- 
pected to do the dishes after!" 

Email _mandynavasero@photo- 
procomph/ mandynavasero Qya- 
hoo.com 


Tips to minimize Christmas frenzy 


ey 


AS soon as December arrives, Ku- 
lapito is all over the Metropolis 
braving the traffic, frantically 
driving all over to put an end to 
his yearly cramming for Christ- 
mas shopping. 

He is not alone. Thousands of us 
are in the same predicament, To 
make things worse, the recent ty- 
phoon held up a lot of activities. 

Fear not, however. Here are a few 
suggestions to help ease the la 
minute shopping frenzy: 

1. Rum cake—Sandy Romualdez 
and her husband Bumbulini. The 
yummiest rum cake ever. 1 stake my 
reputation on this. Call 826-0552, 
727-5013. 

2. Food for ће gods—Mara de la 
Rama. Call 635-3327 


Delicious 

3. Chicken empanada—Chris Om- 
paoco. Simply delicious! Tel nos. 920- 
7282, 435-6958. 

4. Apple pie—Tina Tamesis. Deli- 
cious apple pie baked fresh everyday. 
Perfect with cheese. Tel no. 727- 
5324. 

5. Chocolate Velvet—Sylvia Lim, A 


chocoholie's dream. A must! Call 893- 
7537.810-7106 

6. Ensaymada—Mrs. Сипалап. 
Small, mean, moist and deliciousl 
Сай 631 8211; 6310798 

7. Bibingkang malagkit. The best in 
the country. La Tasca, Call 897-9872, 
910-1364. 

9. Pecan Pie—Millet Soberano. 
Heavy and delicious! Tel по. 929- 
1090. 

10. Heny Sison— Diva of the pastry 
kitchen. Ask her what she recom- 
mends, Her shop is loaded with deli- 
cious goodies. Call 726-5316, 412- 
7792. 

11. Mini siopao-sioplets! А pica-pi- 
ca favorite and superb midnight 
snack, Call 631-3450, 637-1448. 
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12. Tita Parings Suman Latik The 
best in the East. Found in malls like 
,SM Megamall and Shangri-La 

13. Chicken nuggets- Belcap. Com- 
parable to MeDo's. Tei no. 929-9432. 

14. Chocolate almond crunch— 
‘Ana Lorenzana De Ocampo. Tel по. 
809-1410 

15, Mango bars and fudge brown- 
ies—Gela's Kitchen. Call 852-5814 or 
0917 539-4735. 

16. Cebu Lechon-Ricols Cebu Lechon. 
"Thats righu, flown directly from Cebu. Tel 
nos, (032) 344-0119, 0917-4072033. 


Perfectly sweet 

17. Pandan cake and cheesecake, light 
pandan cake, рейесйу sweet and unbe- 
lievablesasting cheesecake, by Buddy 
Trinidad. Cell phone по, 0918-9017013. 

18. Mango tarts.- Rosanna Ange- 
les, Tel nos. 415-6880, 721-2890. 

19. Black & White chocolate 
mousse—Melanie Platito. Ask her 
about her bestsellers. Tel nos. 436- 
1757,0917-5201307. 

20. Galantina—Dulcinea. The best 
intown. 

21. Chocolate Truffle cake—Ginny 

TIPS 
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By Nestor U. Torre 
(Conclusion) 


ETTING 3 
more in- 
to the 


lackadaisical Ё 
swing of things E; 
in Sagada, we 
did its standard 
sights, but on 
foot, so 
could 

ence them on a 
more personal 
level. 

That ambulatory, 
ambivalent style 
proved to be ex 
tremely rewarding 
for Arlina Onglao 
and the brave others 
in our group who de- 
cided to spelunk in a 
cave with a river run- 
ning through it. 

They also had а 
grent time meeting 
and interacting with 
the widow of the 
great Masferre, the 
visual artist who, 


decades ago, immortalized Sagado's proud 
and beautifül natives with his artistic render- 
ings of them in his celebrated sepia pho- 
tographs. 


People 

Where were we all this time? Communing 
with nature, the area's hanging coffins, giant 
pine trees, brilliantly-hued flowers, ter- 
Taces—and people. Yes, despite Sagada's visual 
‘wonders, it was still the people who most capti- 
vated us, like the kind and weleoming folks in 
the small village of Bay-o, the day before. 

“Tobe sure, we encountered some less-than- 
sterling characters, like the tourist-wise ven- 
dors at the market, and the drunks who were 
having themselves a whale of a loud, good 
time at our inn. 

But, they were exceptions to the warm and 
welcoming rule, and thus easy to overlook 
and forget. Especially when we remember our 
best experience during the whole trip: 


Sack of rice 

Our vehicles were coming down a road 
when we saw this native couple walking up 
the hill. The man was carrying a small bag, 


Tips to minimize 


de Guzman's Sugarhouse. Megamall, Robin- 
sons Manila, Rockwell. 

22. Sugar-free desserts. For the sweet 
tooth trying to stay away from sugar, Lisa 
Asuncion's pastries are the best. You can 
hardly tell they have no sugar. Ask her about 
her bestsellers. Tel nos. 631-7434, 0917 
528-2707. 

23. Martha's Creations. The ultimate in 
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lessons in Sagada 


ARLINA Onglao (third from left) and friends prepare an alfresco 
gourmet meal after their spelunking adventure. 


while the woman was balancing a heavy sack 
of rice on her head. 


Bright smile 

We asked them for directions, and the wom- 
an replied with a smile. She also volunteered 
the fact that they had been walking mostly up- 
hill and upmountain for hours. Despite this. 
the bright smile remained on her face. 

After they had walked on, we marveled at 
the woman's strength, fortitude and amazingly 
positive attitude despite the hard workshe had 
to do. And, we hurled invectives at the man be- 
side her, toting that tiny bag in his hand. 

Whenever we feel overworked, stressed or 
harassed at work, we recall that woman in 
Sagada, and all of our exhaustion and self- 
pity flies out of the window. 

Our new Fil-Am friends from the States 
agreed with us wholeheartedly. After ће trip, 
Arlina, Manny and Kathleen Copon, and Noel 
Alon and his children AJ and Aileen found 
their faith in the Philippines and in the Fil- 
ipino bracingly renewed, and pledged to urge. 
their relatives in the States to make it a point 
to learn their own valuable life lessons in 
Sagada. 


e e FrompageA3-2 
children's cakes. The simplest yet most deli- 
cious icing I have tried. Tel nos. 842-3836, 
0917 520-7265. 

24. Fruitcake—Maryann Villanueva-Cruz. 
Heavy, not too sweet. Tel nos. 641-7176, 898- 
4742. 

25. Chocolate Almond crunch—Tina 
Gutierrezs delicious candies. Super nice 
packs! Cell phone no. 0917 822-4466. 
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By Rito P. Asilo 


WE met Lea Salonga last Monday 
at the Manila Polo Club at the 
novena for theater stalwart 
Zeneida Amador, who suc- 
cumbed to cancer last week. 

The youthful Tony-winning 
Broadway star was gracious and 
warm, but we were bowled over 
by her affable, irrepressible moth- 
er Ligaya, whom everybody 
called Tita Bebeng. 

(When we kidded Mrs. Salon- 
ga about her colorful reputation 
in the theater industry, she an- 
swered: “Ay naku, you're going to 
love me!” And true enough, we 
were surprisingly drawn to her!) 


Hand іп hand 

We found it pleasant to see 
Monique Wilson and Lea together, 
working hand in hand to pay trib- 
ute to their fallen mentor who saw 
them through their triumphant 


"Miss Saigon” experience. The 
irony of seeing two successful 
‘women perceived as "competitors" 
huddling closely together wasn't 
lost on us. In fac, Tita Bebeng and 
Rob Chien, Lea's husband, caught 
the last performance of "Cabaret" 
last Saturday, while Lea was at 
home nursing a cold. 

Yes, they may not have been 
the best of friends, but they were 
never enemies, either. (Hey, girls, 
how about a show-stopping stage 
collaboration, huh?) 

‘Thirty minutes before Lea's 
“Home for Christmas” concert at 
the Araneta Coliseum started, the 
two were still texting each other 
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JAY Special 
‘Home for Christmas’ showcases 


repertoire (from Christmas carols to 
show tunes and pop favorites) that 
showcased her bell-like voice. 


Humongous set 
This woman didn't need the hu- 
mongous set bathed in neons and 
draped in the rich, red colors of 
Christmas, or the "novelty" segment 
that had her and her theater friends 
doing the inanely crass but popular 
"Otso-otso, and “Ispageti,” com- 
plete with their respective dance 
HOME A42 


about a congratulatory bouquet 


of flowers that Monique 
sent—with a card that misspelled 
Lea's name! (The florists fault.) 
Seated beside Lynn Sherman 
inside the filled-to-capacity coli- 
seum, we listened to Lea as she 
sang through a well-chosen 
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More Christmas Stars light 
up entertainment firmament 


By Nestor U. Torre 


FIRST off, thanks to the people 
who reacted positively to our first 
Christmas Stars citations last Sat- 
urday. They said they appreciated 
the article's positive attitude, 
which helped balance the general 
negativism about the local show 
biz scene these days. 

We trust that today's citations 
will similarly make our readers 
feel upbeat about the other peo- 
ple who, going against the usual 
cynicism and self-serving prag- 
matism, are giving the entertain- 
ment field in the Philippines a 
good name—for a change! 


Dedication 

Our first Christmas Star this 
week is Eddie Romero. Our only 
living National Artist for Film (and 
Broadcast Arts), Eddie is inspiring 
many movie people not only with 
his talent and dedication, but also. 
with his continued involvement in 
local cinema, both as а creator and 
азап industry leader 

Despite the fact that he's al- 


The fruitcake lady’s 


By Mona Gonzalez 


THIRTY years ago, Ju.D Lao start- 
ed her home kitchen business by 
making a delicious fruitcake. 
Since then, the aroma of baking 
has permeated from her kitchen 
during the holiday season. Her 
maids are thrilled when celebri- 
ties stop by her place in Green- 
hills to order. (Call 633-1188.) 


Cooking program 
But, since Ju.D appears in a 
cooking program (“Modern Vege- 


‘RATED К 


ROMERO. Inspires with continued CAYABYAB. Selfless sense of 
involvement in local cinema. artistic service to his audience. 


ready in his 70s, Eddie isn’t rest- 
ing on his (well-deserved) lau- 
rels, and continues to work hard 
in the Cinema Evaluation Board 
and other film bodies. His ster- 
ling example motivates succeed- 
ing generations of movie workers 
to also dedicate their lives to the 
service of the film medium and its 
huge audience. 

In the field of music and the- 
ater, Ryan Cayabyab is another 
icon of exceptional talent, energy 
and selfless sense of artistic ser- 
vice to bis audience. 

His latest significant contribu- 
tionis his creative and committed 


pos 


tarian Cooking," shot in Taiwan), 
you can say that she is herself а 
celebrity. 

The latest episode of "Modern 


stewardship of the San Miguel 
Foundation for the Arts, along 
with its symphony orchestra and 
master chorale. 

Working quietly but purpose- 
fully, Ryan and his new “babies” 
have helped further popularize 
good music, and are thus chang- 
ing the local performing arts 
landscape in major ways. 

Back to the field of film, anoth- 
er innovator and courageous 
agent for change is Cesar Mon- 
tano, whose Metro Manila Film 
Festival entry, “Panaghoy sa Su- 
ba," seeks to effect the rebirth of 
Visayan movies. 


MONTANO. Seeks rebirth of 
Visayan movie industry. 


This is an "impossible" goal in 
the eyes of some, but Cesar has 
fearlessly put his money where his 
heart is, investing his own money 
to make the county's first all 
Visayan film in decades a reality 


Passionate ‘madness’ 

Shades of Mel Gibson and “The 
Passion of the Christ”? Of course. 
And we trust that, like Gibson's, 
Cesar's passionate “madness” will 
be rewarded by viewers who will 
go out of their way to watch 
“Panaghoy” when it starts its run 
toward the end of the year—even 
if they aren't Visayan. 


vegetarian dessert 


Vegetarian Cooking” was filmed 
at Farmers’ Market. “My suki was 
featured, and her grandchildren 
were thrilled when they saw the 
program,” Ju.D says. “The chal- 
lenge was to make two viands for 
P108. We made three, instead!” 

Ju.D made the world's first 
fruitcake cookie, and intro 
duced coffee fruitcakes and 
Singer cookies to the Philip- 
pines. 

This year, she will introduce 
the prune and the ginger fruit- 
cakes. Ju.D's prune cake has cof- 


fee in it, while the ginger fruit- 
cake has an orange fruity smell. 
Her ginger products dont have 
eggs. They make for perfect vege- 
tarian desserts. 


Classic 

Jamie Rivera loves Ju.D's 
Chewy Chewkies, while Maru 
Sotto and Helen Gamboa like her 
classic fruitcake. Rosemarie Gil 
prefers Ju.D blue. "She takes it 
with Black Russian, a ladies 
drink with vodka and kahlua," 
Ju.D says. 


Too many features make for hurried segments 


By Noelani Torre 


WHAT exactly is "Rated K"? This 
was our thought when we first 
heard of Korina Sanchezs Sun- 
day television show. It is a cross 
between talk and magazine 
types, but what мете curious 
about is its titles meaning. Are 
the people featured in the show 
laudable beings? What does it 
mean to be “Rated K"? 


Stamp of approval 

"Rated K,” which made its de- 
but last June, flits from topic to 
topic. The one thing these topics 
appear to have in соттоп is that 
they're of interest to the shows 
central personality. To be “rated 
means that you get the Korina 
Sanchez stamp of approval—or, it 
indicates that you're airtime-wor- 
thy. 

"| want to do something 
that’s not celebrity-oriented,” 
she said in an earlier interview. 
“I want to concentrate on ordi- 
nary people.” 


Well, the show has done that, 
but celebrities still make frequent 
appearances. The so-called ordi- 
nary people featured here aren't 
really that ordinary. 

From some of the episodes 
we've watched, we surmise that 
you have to have a physical 
and/or mental problem, or be the 
‘owner of half a dozen pedigreed 
pets, or be the recipient of the 
host's munificence. 

“Ordinary” people of this last 
type were the first feature in a 
recent “Rated К” episode. That 
particular show's theme was 
“Kumustahan,” and Korina's 
show visited people who had 
benefited from her generosity. 
She had given away TV sets on. 
her birthday. 


Questions 

The show dropped by these 
folks’ homes with Korina asking 
such questions as "Ano na po ang 
ginagawa niyo sa TV na pinami- 
gay namin?” What should they be 
doing with it, exactly? Watch 


SANCHEZ. Her show flits from 
topic to topic. 


"Rated K,” apparently. 

The rest of the episode dealt 
with a variety of topics and 
guests—action stars of the '60s 


and '70s, Randy Santiago's 
“Hawi” boys, famous props from 
movies, retired actress Aurora 
Sevilla, historical sites that have 
disappeared, former commercial 
models, and the fauna at the 
Calauit Island Game Preserve and 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

їз an eclectic listing, with 
something to catch anyone's at- 
tention, and some of the discov- 
eries were interesting—that Ly- 
ka Ugarte (whose bikini-clad 
younger self rode a horse in 
that White Castle commercial) 
is now a management higher- 
up at SM is one of these, for ex- 
ample. 


Expectations 

Nevertheless, ihe sheer num- 
ber of features also makes for 
hurried, on-the-surface seg- 
menis. We're not expecting in- 
depth features from an admitted- 
ly lightweight Sunday afternoon 
show, but intelligent questions 
are definitely at the top of our ex- 
pectations. 


‘Home for Christmas’ showcases . . .rompsas 


grooves. But, numbers like this 
have almost become SOP in 
shows at the Big Dome these 
days—even Jasmine Trias had to 
do them! 

We marveled at Gerard Salon- 
ga's beautiful arrangements for 
the orchestra and for Bond Sam- 
son's Ugoy Ugoy Band—how con- 
venient it must be for singers to 
have talented brothers to accom- 
pany them! 


Surprises 
But, it was the “unplanned” sur- 
prises that brought out the warmer 


side of Lea, and truly made the 
concert special. Announcing that 
Gerard and his fiancée DJ were 
getting married in six months 
time, Lea sang "Two Words," which 
the couple composed for her on 
һег wedding day a year ago. 

But, when there was a change 
in the music, Lea suddenly no- 
ticed the segue and reacted: 
"What's happening here?" 

Then, from the top of the 
stairs, out popped her husband 
Rob, who sang “With You I'm 
Born Again" with her. It isn't ev- 
ery day that you catch this girl 


speechless. We even caught 
Monique dabbing her eyel 


Sweet number 

‘Another sweet numbes, “Over 
the Rainbow served as Lea's per- 
fectly sung tribute to Tita Bibot. As 
her beautiful voice soared, black 
and white photos of the cuddle- 
some Lea with an uncharacteristi- 
cally beaming Amador flashed on 
the giant video walls. Now, that got 
us really choked шр! 

Backstage after the show, she 
said she didnt really like birit 
numbers because they were 


painful to do. But, in "New York 
State of Mind," she demonstrated 
that she's no pushover when it 
comes to belting! She cooed and 
then roared, with all the curls 
needed for the vocally demand- 
ing, jezz-tinged number. 

it was also so much fun to see 
her veer away from the dreamy, 
Disney-associated ballads, be- 
cause her pure, crystal-clear voice 
gave new meaning to any song 
(The Beatles! "When I'm 64" and 
Queens "Crazy Little Thing 
Called Love"). Congratulations, 
Leal 
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Green Archer is Grand 
Wizard of 2004 


JOSEPH Daniel Sy of La Salle 
Greenhills won as 2004 Grand 
Wizard of GMA-7s “Digital LG 
Challenge" last Nov. 28. The Grand 
Finals showdown of local ТУЗ 

most pop- 


Шаг quiz 
MONTAGE show “for 
high 
school students was held at the 
Philsport Multi-Purpose Arena. 
Fifty finalists from the coun- 
try's finest schools fought a high- 
ly-charged, brain-busting final 
round in the show hosted by Pao- 
lo Bediones and Bianca Araneta. 
LG Electronics Manila president 
Jeff Hong handed a whopping 
P850,000 to Joseph, while his school 
‘was given top-of-the-line LG elec- 
tronic products. "Digital LG Chal- 
lenge” is telecast every Sunday at 9 
a.m., and is directed by Pat Perez. 


More holiday treats 
оп Hallmark 

In “А Boyfriend for Christmas" 
(Dec. 23) on the Hallmark Chan- 
nel, Holly Grant's fervent wish has 
taken a long time in coming—sev- 
еп years, in fact. But, a guy from 
her childhood suddenly reappears, 
and takes her on a whirlwind ro- 
mance. 

In “A Christmas Carol" (Dec. 
25), Tori Spelling plays a popular. 
but heartless TV star. On Christ- 
mas, she is visited by three spirits 
determined to make her realize 
theerror of her ways. 

And, in “Back. When We Were 
Grown Ups" (Dec. 30), a success- 
ful businesswoman | suddenly 
questions the choices she's made 
in life. She then embarks on a 
Journey to rediscover her past, 
reconcile with old loves and for- 
gotten dreams, and search for a 
life that she fears has long gone. 


Fossil Rouge watches 
The makers of Fossil time- 
pieces are collaborating with 
MTV's "Rouge" and its dynamic 
foursome to showcase Fossil 
Rouge watches, a striking line of 
watches infused with dynamic 
design elements that render them 
trendy, pretty and practical. 

The new line of timepieces 
comes in solid, stainless stecl-col- 
огей leather straps and eight vari- 
able styles, and can be worn from 
daytime to night time. Thus, like 
the agents of “Rouge,” Fossil 
watches lead a double life, both 
asa fashion accessory and as а ne 
cessity for modern urbanites. Vis- 
it wwwfossil.com. 


‘The Big Help’ 
Join Nickelodeon's “The Big 


Pamela Fields, Denise Laurel, 
Veronica Ngo, Pierre Png, Mariel 
Rodriguez and Desiree Ann 
Siahaan wear their Fossil 
watches. 


Help” Christmas Run on Dec. 12 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the Lopez 
parking lot, Rockwell center, 
Makati. Nick is sharing the love 
with the Banago kids of Negros 
Occidental through a tree-ight- 
ing ceremony. 

Guests include Chuckie and 
Angelica from the Rugrats, Betti 
na Carlos, and the Nick choir 
Kids who show up in their best 
Christmas-inspired costumes can 
win prizes, while the first 500 
kids to register get an exclusive 
"The Big Help” internet card. 


Movies on TV 

Оп HBO, Dec. 11 at 6:50 p.m. 
“Clueless.” 9 p.m., "Tears of the 
Sun.” 11:30 pm, “The Mirror 
Has Two Faces.” Dec. 12 at 1:50 
pam., "Anger Management.” 8 
pm. “Harry Potter and ће 
Chamber of Secrets." Dec. 12 at 
2:45 p.m., “Frances.” Dec. 14 at 
10:30 pm. “Carnivale” finale 
special. 12:15 a.m., “Soapdish.” 

On Cinemax, Dec. 11 at 6 p-m., 
“Dead in the Water" Dec. 12 at 
8:15 ат, "Black Hawk Down.” 
6:45 pam., "A Few Good Men.” Dec. 
13 at 9 pm, "Suicily Ballroom." 
2:15 a.m., "The Sum of All Fears.” 
Dec. 14at5:45 pm., 
Argonauts.” 9 p.m., "Dead Again.” 
2:30 a.m., "Fahrenheit 451.” 


Romantic evening 
at Vieux Chalet 

Enjoy а romantic evening of 
choicer lieder or German ап 
songs as Vieux Chalet Swiss 
restaurant in Antipolo presents 
"A Tribute to Nature" featuring 
soprano Josephine Gomez and 
pianist Сай Perion tonight. 

Concert starts at 7:45 рл, 
preceded by sunset and land. 
scape viewing at 5 p.m, and a 
gourmet dinner. Call 697-0396 ог 
text 0919-8763770. 


Solace from pain 


PAIN is as inevitable as death. It 
makes us question: “Why?” 

‘The answer is simple: This ma- 
terial world is not our home. Our 
soul does not feel comfortable in 
a world of pain and misery. 

These negative things keep us 
from snuggling into this material 
dimension. It keeps us from feeling 
good about our earthly existence. 
It prods us to seek our real home, 
where there is no pain discomfort. 


Solution 

А wise man experiences pain, 
and seeks for a solution, A foolish 
person denies that he feels pain, 
and pretends that there is no prob- 
Jem, He drowns himself in alcohol, 
drugs and worldly illusions to for- 
get pain. 

But, reality cannot be erased by 
chemicals, dreams or fantasies. 
Reality will hit you in the face, 
then you have to deal with it. Its 
always best to know the truth, 
painful as it may seem in the be- 
ginning, because it is liberating, 

Pain and happiness in this ma- 


„terial world are temporary. They 


‘come and go. But, the soul is eter- 
nal. We naturally crave for com- 
fort end for permanent relief 
from pain, but itis inthe spiritual 
realm where one finds natural 


Lotus 
PoND 


R. Valencia 
and 5. Bismark 


restand refuge. 

It is terrible enough to be in pain, 
but it is worse when one does not 
seek the right solution. Great sages 
have undergone great pain, They 
pursued lies highest goal service 
to the Supreme—and benefited 
from their sacrifices. 


Comfortable 

Although afflicted by pain, wise 
men have achieved more than 
those who lived comfortable 
lifestyles in mansions and palaces. 

Giving no regard to their own 
pain, they reached out 10 assist 
others, They did not make life mís- 
erable for others, but simply of 
fered wisdom, love and comfort. 

There may not be a definitive 
cure for physical pain, but there is 
always shelter and ‘comfort in 
God's loving embrace. 

Email ` lotuspond108@hot- 
mail.com 
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Donita Rose loves being a mother 


By Jocelyn Valle they're young, the kids tend to son. "We respect each others pore, where Eric works as a 
lose respect for their parents,” she opinions but as head of the fami- graphic artist (Donita used to bea 
IRSTTIME mother explains. “They feel that they can ly, Eric has the final authority” VJ at MTV, which has invited her 
Donita Rose rears doanything.” she says, adding that she and her again to host “Most Wanted,” one 
fee foucmonth-okl пы husband have become closer ofthe music channel's most popu- 
Discipline since JP's birth. Tar shows). 
son Joshua Paul, or JE Donita shares that she'll use a “Before we got married, he told > 
with a lot of sense and stick to discipline JP She points me that, when hed get home Breastfeeding 
sensibility. out, “You're not supposed to use from work, he'd take care of our ће recalls having Eric by her 
"Most people want to be best any part of your body or things future kids so 1 could sleep. And side as she labored for 18 hours. 
friends with their kids and then, that you use everyday—like a he's kept his promise,” she "He nearly fainted when he took 
they become stricter as they get belt. My father used а belt on me beams. out the placenta from my womb,” 
older" she observes, "My hus- and he wore it everyday, solreal- Donita and Eric tied the knot she laughs. “Tm breastfeeding JP 
band and I want to do it different- ly became afraid of him." ‘on June 9 last year. They first met as long as I can. 
Iy. Were going to be strict while She cautions that, if the hands as kids growing up in Clark Air _ Donita is enjoying motherhood 
JP's young. When he's older, well used to show love for your chil Base in Pampanga, where their so much that she's asked her man- 
Five him freedom, He will have to dren are also used to spank them, fathers were stationed. Eric and ager Angeli Valenciano for more 
Prove to us thathe deserves to get you somehow take the love away Donita’s younger brother Paul time before she goes back to work, 
more.” from them. “The hands should on- Cavett used to hang out until the _ Amovie, “Seed of Contention,” 
“Tve been reading child-rear- y be used forlove,”shestresses. former's farhily moved to Japan for a director-friend is in the 
ing books lately, and Туе learned Donita and her husband Eric after Mt. Pinatubo erupted. They works. It will co-star French ac- 
that, if parents let thelr children Villarama have promised each metagain later in the US. tress Virginie Ledoyen ("The 
become their best friends when othermottoargueinfrontoftheir JP was bom last July in Singa- Beach,""8 Women"). DONITA with hubby Eric Villarama and JP. 
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PERU'S Maria Julia Mantilla Garcia is this 
year's winner. 


MISS WORLD 2004 
Instructive 
display of 
texting power 


By Nestor U. Torre 


LAST Dec. 4's Miss World beauty pageant was 
an instructive display of the positive and neg- 
ative aspects of texting power. For the first 
time in the beauty contest’s history, the final- 
ists were chosen, not by the board of judges, 
but by the viewing and texting public. 

Naturally, that gave the candidates of text- 
savvy" countries like the Philippines a distinct 
advantage. Also, countries with huge popula- 
tions, like China and India. 

With its text-voting innovation, therefore, 
the pageant radically altered its main thrust, 
from getting a panel of experts to select the 
most beautiful bets, to a more "democratic" 
approach involving sheer texting numbers. 


Popular reign 

This gambit can be defended by stating 
that this year’s winner (Miss Peru) is a beauty 
queen “of, for and by the people,” so she 
should have a popular reign. On the other 
hand, if this new selection method passes up 
women who are more beautiful than the win- 
ner, something is clearly amiss. 

Then, there's the possible added factor that 
the change wasn't totally made simply to "de- 
mocratize" the proceedings, but also because 
a sizable additional income could be derived 
from all those texted vores, 

The good thing for the Philippines was the 
fact that the new process enabled our bet to 
end up among the ее top five. But, viewed 
more objectively, the lineup of finalists this 
year wasn't as impressive in terms of pulchri- 
tude than some past editions of the beauty 
contest. 

Another problem was the decision to in- 
clude among the 15 finalists five women who 
had won special awards, like best in talent 
and best in sports (1) 

This was a similarly dubious move, be- 
cause it introduced other factors into the 
contest’s beauty equation that could muddle 
up and even contradict the pageant’s main 
intent. 

What, for instance, if the contestant ad- 
judged best in sports was also the least beauti- 
ful looking bet in the entire competition? Not 
only would she have no chance of winning the 
top prize, but she would also be filling a slot 
that should have gone to a more beautiful 
woman. 


‘Net Смет Ё 
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Democracy and technology 

So, democracy and technology are fine, 
but deciding on who should be hailed as the 
most beautiful woman in the world 
shouldn't be reduced to sheer numerical 
popularity. 

Perhaps the most popular 30 bets can be 
decided on by text votes, but the next stages 
for whittling that number down should be 
given back to the experts. And winners of spe- 
cial awards shouldn't be regarded as shoo-ins 
for the final 15. 

It's Important that most of the pageant’s fi- 
пайиз should look like potential winners, so — i 
that the tilt regains some of the excitement — Hurry! Get th 
that a genuine competition generates. Failing s 
that, the pageant should be renamed—Miss , Jf's the fun ani 
Text World, anyone? E 
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ition 8 ift boxes. 
:mited edition sunglo gif SEN 
way to spread some Christmas cheer. 


CORPORATION. 


К; Still got IT 
З after all these years. 


Get free “IT Girl” concert* tickets when you subscribe to SMART Gold. 


Approved SMART Gold subscriptions", starting at Plan 1200, come with a pair of concert tickets — FREE. 
Tickets may be claimed at SMART Wireless Centers in SMART Tower-Ayala, The Podium, Shangri-La Plaza Mall, ог SM Megamall. 


"December 11, 2004, 8:00 PM, at the Phisports Arena. 
Conditions for subscriptions apply. 
Promo period: November 20 o December 10,204 Per DTENCR Permit No. 756, Series of 2004 


Kahapon Nagdaan Ang Bukas 

Маркатай Ba Ang Puso 

Keep Your Feet On the Ground 

Tinatanong Pa Ba ‘Yon? 

Will You Stili Love Me Tomorrow 

Just When I Needed You Most 

Fallin’ 

Bakit Ngayon Ka Lang 

Don't Cry Out Loud 

Where Is Love Text «keyword» to 326. (Ex. PF02) 
For monotones, text MONO «keyword» to 326. 

(Ex MONO R02) 


For polytones, text POLY «keyword» to 326. ( Text POPS to 326. К 


(Ex POLY R02) 


To ин GPRS банер on your phone, ex SET GPRS «phone mode io 211. эма] ы SHART Gud. Adet нами. ам SHART Soy nier бирин эмы, 
Ser Gens «Чай» To sug GPRS on your phone teat GPRS ON o 333. aos lade өс Gon Р сый don regs ot FLS ыд iod 
pu I 


те tet MMS бана on your phone, ext SET MMS «phone moder to 211 
EL Rer Hs «меб». To alras MMS оп угш phone, еж MMS ON to 333. 
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New 'sin' tax bill seen raising P15B more 


By Michelle V. Remo said in a press briefing. thebill that would result in an ad- getting the country out of its fi- plan to impose franchise tax оп 
‘The version earlier adopted by ditional PS billion in incremental cal problem. telecommunicatin companies as 
THE SENATE is preparing a new “sin” taxes bill that will the committee expected ап addi- revenue. But the finance official Meanwhile, Tan said the вок well as the P2 increase in excise 


enhance Sen. Ralph Recto's version, criticized as a wa- tional revenue of P10 billion а sald the DOP's earlier proposal to ernment was, по expecting tax on petroleum. 


гей down propasal of the government's original plan, Y% through a 12 percent end regularly dex the wax tet lole more than P100 billion in addi- _ According to a ranking DOF of- 


and generate P15 billion in additional revenue a year for 


40-centavo increase in cigarette lation would not be included. tional revenue from its fiscal ге- ficial, the government could make 
taxes, or similar to Recto's bill. ‘Amendments to Recto’s bill will form agenda, mainly from the fol- do with the additional revenue to 


the cash-starved government. Enrile’s version, which com- also come from Senators Panfilo lowing revenue-raising mea- be generated from the plan to im- 
‘According to Finance Under- es bill was putin the back burner. peted with Rectos version, Lacson, Jamby Madrigal, Manuel i i pose an across-the-board increase 
secretary Grace Tan, who repre- “The bill that the (Senate ways sought specific amounts of regu- Roxas II and Richard Gordon. i in the value-added tax rate from 


Sents the DOF in congressional and means) committee is prepar- lar increases in taxes for each Tan said Congress was expect- incentives, P25 billion; 12-рег. 10 to 12 percent, 


hearings on the tax the new Sen- ing will give an incremental rev- cigarette price bracket, ший ed to pass the sin axes bill before cent value-added tax, P30 billion; With the higher VAT, which is 
ate bill would incorporate pro- enue that is PS billion more than these reach a uniform P13.50 in the end of the year as promised tax amnesty, P16 billion; lateral one of the originally proposed 
posals from several senators, in- what was expected to be generat- specific taxin 2011. by legislators. attrition, P10 billion, and simpli- revenue-raising measures togeth- 
Eluding Sen, Juan Ponce Enrile, ed from the proposal earlier ap- Тап declined to disclose the  Thepassageofthesintaxes bill fied net income rax, P28 billion. ег with the franchise tex on 
Whose own version of the sin tax: proved by the committee,” Tan amendments to Recto's version of is considered the most crucial in The executive has dropped the Л 


^When everything 
important to us 
is within reach, 
we know we've made 


the right decision." 


Dr. Benjie Luna and daughter Ysobel 


Ayala Westgrove Heights Homeowners 


Growing up in the city, bought a lot and was so happy 
you simply get used to having j with his purchase, " he said. Ayala 
everything within reach . 4 \ Westurove Heights, after all, ° 
schools, hospitals, shopping М is designed to be a self-contained 
centers and public utilities, y As community, similar to 
Everything is convenient and comfortable ' p, 1 N Ayala Alabang. All the 
for you. That's why Benjie, a cardiologist, necessary amenities are continuously being built 
and his wife, Ginny, a flight attendant, „Î i 3 $ around it: schools, hospitals, commercial 
initially had doubts of leaving their first С N centers, groceries, churches. Only 15 
home. But at the end of 2003, they decided j ` minutes away from Alabang, it is a 
to escape the squeeze that has inténsified М M \ sanctuary that docs not isolate, but offers 
in their 3-bedroom condominium in a chance to escape at the end of the day. 
Pasig City. More importantly, factories in the 
area have greatly contributed to the worsening | Inside, they аге 
air pollution. "We were really thinking of surrounded by lush mango groves and 
our daughters,” Ginny said. "We want them T rolling hills. A cool climate is also perfect 
to grow up in a cleaner, safer community." for outdoor family activities. Amenities 
like the gazebo, clubhouse and children's 
They've always dreamed of living in a playground are enough to keep them home 
more natural environment. A place with È Y for entire weekends. "My daughters used to miss our old place 
plenty of trees, hills and wide open spaces in the city. But that's not the case now. They love everything here... 
where their children can freely roam around yf f waking up to beautiful views, playing with birds and; crickets, 
to play. But the thought of moving far ur J’ and picking mangoes in our backyard, " Ginny said. 
from the familiar comforts of the city 
seemed impractical, Like many families, they have fallen into ‘The most important thing, of course, is the fact that it has the Ayala Land 
the “big city trap". pedigree. After Ayala Alabang, Benjie knows that Ayala Westgrove Heights 
is the Next Big Thing. And as they begin to grow their family roots here, 
Then Benjie discovered Ayala Westgrove Heights through — | they know that the fruits of a wonderful future 
his daughter Ysobel’s prep school principal. “He had just E 3 are simply within reach. 


AYALA . Z- 


Mee Westgrove Heights 


шы, 


ирдин 
сз 


AYALA 


Mieitgiove Heights 


X call 848-5000 e ayala-sales@ayalaland.com.ph e www.ayalaland:com.ph 


AYALA LAND, INC. 


apa nummer nares ———— Sel ——— a 


Wo cesa o se mers R2 08002 REASONS R08 094089, дз 00S, 044 R^ 0025, ONES A-0008 and 08196 ROLE 


ч кты e r PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER E 
im D: ££ R———— ud 


e i aaa BUSINESS... anny SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2004 
Displace your bets 


THEY say things must be looking is to the stock market's rising. in the stock market are doing ping spree for new and old busi- In the real estate sector, you 
up in business. How else to ex- Аз stock market players see it, well. nesses, here and abroad. see, everybody believes in this 
plá why the stock market is stocks are still so undervalued b ked Itmaytaketime forthecompa- "seven year cycle” of boom and», 
moving up? even after the past months of run- like Joselito Pascual, a Filipino пу to realize the full potential of bust ; 
_ lésnorasifwevenotinafiscal up, that any buying interest is balikbayan pianist who left for its acquisitions. This is perfect. Тһе past seven years after ће 
crisis, kumadre! bound to push up prices. the United States four years ago Stock investors always think of financial crisis, truly were the 

And up to now, this сше ad- Still, nobody can deny that for- toperform in Palm Springs, asked the future. pits for the property industry. 
ministration of Gloriaetta has yet ейп funds, at last, are coming in- me ifthis stock market uptrendis Certain real estate companies Тһе seven-year cycle, they say 
to get a single tax measure from to the local market. for real. are also making some sort of a in real estate nowadays, is over 
Congress. There are those who are just | Well, boss, nobody can know comeback. this year. 

‘ts not as if surveys after sur- testing the waters and other fund ing ignored. for sure. ‘They all slowed down after the The stock market apparently. 
veys are no longer showing low mangers who are just making ate е Still, I must say that the 1997 financial crisis. got sucked into that kind of think- 
levels of business confidence. some hit or miss bets on us. DESPITE the sharp increase in oil telecommunications sector is do- _ Still, SM Prime, owner of the ing, too. 

And so, whats behind this stock "That should tells us something prices, which is beyond our con- ing well, each company posting SM mall chain, is expanding like Plus, of course, the stock mar- 
market upsurge. about how foreign investors look trol and the inaction of this cute record profits, except perhaps for crazy, and Ayala Land and Mega- ket has the recent Supreme Court 

Їл reality, the Philippine stock at our prospects. administration on the reforms it Bayantel, which is still posting world never really let the finan- decision to cheer about, which 
market bas fallen behind the oth- Atleast they are now willing to promised us during the cam- record interest cost cial crisis bother them. should be a boost to the long dor- 
ers in the region, gamble on us. paign, which is much more be- And in the crisis-proof food Others are getting some old mantmining sector. 

‘They are saying thats all there This, to me, is better than be- yond our control, certain sectors business, San Miguel isonashop- projects out of the shelves. ‘The Supreme Court admitted it 


made a big mistake 
‘Sunday, December 12,2004 EA in banning foreign 
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= 2004 MANILA 3 e Quali Cuir ны | belong to Filipinos as 
A A Team Event to Fight Cancer е9 We Joset. снах our—what did the 
bis event тө Philsports Oval (ULTRA), Pasig City 3 i cetera ae ome 
FIGHT CANCER il io H. Villal again now—"nation- , 
TiEWT CANCER 3pm of Dec. 11 until 10am of Dec. 12 m RE E Eae 


Emm An Overnight Campout Тш? х зоктун um Sure, they belong 
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BREAKTIME/B3 


[ Mefenamic Acid | 
Ponstan sF 500 mg 


Yr Pasa IT 
کم‎ 
CIRCULATION MANAGERS ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES 
in cooperation with-The Philippine Sports Commission Y 
present 


SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES: 


6:00 am Assembly of Members, Participants 
Representatives and Guest. 
Rahaj Sulayman Park (in front Malate Church) 
7:00am Wreath Laying Ceremony to the Seated Monument 
of the late Mayor Arsenio H. Lacson 
Baywalk Area, Roxas Blvd. Manila 
7:30am Distribution of free copies of newspapers, magazines 
dd В ‘comics by representatives CMAP-member publications. 
UM to the public at the famous Baywalk area. 
8:30am Reading Awareness Motorcade from Baywalk Area to. 
и ; Hes : Rizal Memorial Football stadium (see motorcade route) 
lito Cruz and Adriatico Streets, Malate, Manila 10:00 зт. Opening ofthe Sports Events & Extravaganza 
ый Rizal Memorial Football Stadium 
Vito Cruz and Adriatico Streets, Malate, Manila 
‘Awarding Ceremony and drawing 
of raffle prizes. 


go 


ым Pain Away Weh 


АР MARINES, Н.Р, CABAERO DELIVERY, DAILY NEWS DELIVERY, MIDCI, LSA PRINTING, HEMEDEZ DELIVERY, JAD FORWARDERS, 
TRAGURA TRANSPORT SERVICES, MAMENG CARLING, MILO NESTLE PHILS., UNILEVER PHILS., PROMOWORKS, INC. 
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Breaktime 


From page B2 


My take on that is, Gokongwei thinks that 
nobody is playing around with the stock. It's 
just that the stock is going along with the up- 
trend. Period. 

But then I tuned out when Gokongwei 
started to make a sales pitch on a subscription 
to Sun cellular phone (owned by Digitel) to 
the senator. Business is business, 

NOW Sen. Sergio Osmefia II thinks that 
Congress can only pass the sin taxes this year, 
if we are lucky. 

But still the Senate, according to Osmefia, 
тау even change the version of the House of 
Representatives, The Senate will try to bring 
up the tax rates. 

Osmefia believes that the Senate cannot 
overdo it, because raising the taxes too much 
‘can only invite all-out opposition from the af- 
fected companies. 

‘They are the US cigarette company Phillip 
Morris, the business empire of taipan Lucio 
Tan, and San Miguel. 

If the Senate insists on too big an increase 
in the tax rates, according to Osmefia, those 
businesses will have to fight the measure no 
end. Nothing will happen. 

Inshort, there has to be a compromise. But 
then again, that's what taxation is all about. I 
‘mean, taxation is known to cause revolutions. 
Even justa tax on tea! 

‘And what was it again that our forefathers 
used to say about taxation without represen- 
tation? 

BETWEEN us girls, a couple of executives 
from the giant Swiss watch company Swatch 
visited the country recently. 

‘One of them was Stephan Ritzman, who is 
based in Singapore, head of the group's oper- 
ations inthis part of the world. 

Ritzman was the guest of honor to a party 
held at the home of businesswoman Virgie 
Ramos, who holds the exclusive distributor- 
ship of Swatch here. 

Apparently, the Swatch executives wanted 
to show a little gratitude to Ramos for what 
she did for the Swatch name brand in this 
country. 

Look, under the Ramos distributorship, 
“Swatch” became as much an everyday word 
here as butong pakwan. 

IN THE 1980s, actually, Ramos had the fore- 
sight to get the exclusive distributorship of 
the new brand of cheap, chic watches called 
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"Today Swatch is а household name here, what 
with the celebrity endorsement of basketball заг 
Alvin Patrimonio, or even our lone gold medalist 
{nthe last Asian Games, Mikee Cojuangco. 

Mikee belongs to the Cojuangco side of Tita 
Cory Her father is the new POC president, the 
former congressman of Tarlac Jose “Peping” 
Cojuangco. 

Now, the new Swatch model Borgy Man- 
otoc happens to be the son of Rep. Imee Mar- 
cos, the daughter of the late former President 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

think itis proof enough that, atleast in mar- 
keting, there is no politics. Ramos now has 
Swatch endorsers from both sides of the long 
warring political Marcos and Aquino fences. 
SUPPOSEDLY, Ritzman has been asking 
around about the economic prospects. I think 
һе knows a lot more than he lets on. 

As if I did not know that the gentleman 
from Switzerland was here in the Philippines. 
to rally the dealers of the various watch 
brands under the Swatch Group. 

The watch brands in his calling card, which 
are apparently the brands he is pushing for in 
his rah-rah-rah visit, included Rado, Omega, 
Longines, Calvin Klein, Tissot, Hamilton, 
Blancpain, Balmain, and of course Swatch. 

For the sake of Lito and Bong, the Swatch 
Group of Switzerland has acquired several 
lines of watches. 

It now also owns a company which makes 
watch parts and components and supplies al- 
mostevery other Swiss watch brand. 

Imagine, if only 10 percent of the 80 mil- 
Jion Filipinos buy watches from the Swatch 
Group, that's already eight million pieces, and 
Ritzman will be smiling ear to ear. 

You know what? There are some eight mil- 
lion Filipinos working overseas. I think that’s 
a huge market 


Live în a Resort-Like Garden Community 
‘A Dream Home within City Limits 


Garments trade seen to grow 10% іп '05- 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE FLAT performance of the gar- 
ments industry in the first 11 months 
is seen to pave the way for an expect- 
ed 10-percent growth in 2005—the 
first year when the global market op- 
erates without the quota system. 

Garments and textile export e 
ings in the first 11 months post 
fiat growth rate over the same period 
last year at $2.5 billion. 

‘According to the Garments and Tex- 
tile Export Board, the industry per- 
formed as expected, although there 
were indications it could surpass the 
forecast flat growth for 2004, 

СТЕВ executive director Serafin Ju- 
liano yesterday said that local garment 
makers and exporters have entered 


the transition phase from isolated op- 
erations to collaborative enterprises 
by remodeling their businesses. 

He explained that the changes 
would consist of integrating indepen- 
dent operations, rationalizing redun- 
dant ones, as well as sharing resources 
and customer base among companies. 

Government data showed that 
from 2001 until the first half of 2004, 
388 new manufacturing facilities 
started operations while 269 factories. 
shut down, resulting in a net gain of 
119 new businesses. 

Tn the same period, 44,031 work- 
ers were hired for new jobs while 
42,128 were laid off—a net gain of 
1,803 new jobs. 

“This shows that, as the local indus- 
чу is in transition, there will be clo- 


sures and consolidation, but the result. 
will always be a net gain,” Juliano said. 

From January to November exports to 
the United States amounted to $1.78 bil- 
lion or 70.5 percent of total exports. This 
means a decline of 2.9 percent from 
31.83 billion in the year-ago period, 

Оп the other hand, exports to the 
European Union shot up by 19.2 per- 
cent to $387.7 million from $325.4 
million. This accounted for 15.4 per-? 
cent ofall garment exports. Б 

"Top EU destinations in the first 11, 
months were Great Britain, with ship- 
ments valued at $110 million; Ger- 
many, $88.9 million; the Benelux 
Gelgium, The Netherlands and Lux- 
embourg) countries, $68 million; 
France, $50 million; Spain, $26.2 
million; and Italy, $19.8 million. * 
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By Blanche S. Rivera 


OST of them dont 
want to leave the 
country; some even 


want to return to their home- 
towns to render service to their 
townmates. But many end up 
Working abroad because they 
could not find decent jobs for 
their profession here. 

While health science graduates of the 
University of the Philippines Manila are 
easily some of the country's best, finding 
Work here isa big problem for most. 

Te Marilyn Lorenzo, executive director 
ofthe National Institutes for Health and 
Development Studies, said some of their 
graduates even ended up in a totally un- 
related field like call centers, 


Only 1% want to go abroad 

A survey of graduating students of the 
‘UP Manila College of Allied Medical Pro- 
fessions and the College of Dentistry 
showed that more than half preferred to 
work in Metro Manila. 

Those who said they planned to imme- 
diately work abroad after graduation 
represented less than one percent of re- 
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spondents. In fact, more would-be grad- 
uates said they wanted to return to their 
hometowns to work. 

The problem apparently lies in the 
lack of a placement system that would 
put UP health sciences graduates in 
"meaningful jobs" in the the Philippines. 

Last Thursday UP Manila launched 
the school's voluntary placement system 
that would link its graduates with health 
care employers in the Philippines, in- 
cluding government hospitals and other 
state-owned health facilities. 


Finding a niche in RP 

UP Manila Chancellor Marita Reyes 
said the placement system would en- 
courage the graduates to serve in the 
Philippines after college and give back 
‘what the people spent for their educa- 
tion. 

‘The education of UP students is subsi- 
dized by taxpayers’ money. 

“We cannot say whether they will even- 
tually leave the country or not. Bur if we 
place them in meaningful jobs here and 
help them find their niche in the Philip- 
pines, we are very optimistic that they 
will stay,” Reyes said during a media brief- 
ing at the UP Philippine General Hospital. 

"UP Manila graduates will work in the 
Philippines, whether they serve in gov- 
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Helping UP health science 
grads stay in the country 


ernment or the private sector. It would 
be better if they could practice in rural 
and underserved areas, but even if they 
don't, at least they would be working 
here,” said Lorenzo. 


Alarming situation 

During their presentation of the place- 
ment program, UP Manila deans and 
professors highlighted the deteriorating 
health care system in the country caused 
by the migration of health workers, par- 
ticularly nurses. 

The Philippines is now the top ex- 
porter of nurses in the world and the sec- 
‘ond biggest exporter of doctors. Most of 
them are employed in the United States, 
United Kingdom and the Middle East 
where they earn almost 20 times their 
wages here. 

Around 8,000 nurses leave the coun- 
tryevery year, 2,000 of them former doc- 
tors. As the country produces only about 
1,000 doctors a year and the doctor-to- 
population ratio here is 1 is to 26,000, 
the situation has alarmed hospitals, 
medical schools and even Congress. 


No line items 

Proponents of the UP Manila place- 
ment system have met with some local 
officials and raised the need for plantilla 


4 


items for health workers in their areas. 

Reyes sald many local governments do 
пог have items for dentists, pharmacists 
and therapists, believing that a doctor 
and a nurse would suffice for the local 
government. 

“Hopefully, this will make officals re- 
alize that they need to create an environ- 
ment that would keep the best health 
workers here instead of creating situa- 
tions where they are forced to seek em- 
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ployment elsewhere, said UP Manila 
vice chancellor Roland Simbulan. 

‘UP Manila will meet with employers, 
hospitals and government health agen- 
cies early next year to map out job oppor- 
tunities for its graduates. 

Lorenzo said the students have ex- 
pressed their need for assistance in refer- 
Tals, seminars, information on job open- 
ings and contacts with prospective em- 
ployers after they graduate. 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


MANY, community hospitals in 
far-flung areas have no more 
doctors. Medical schools are 
seeing fewer enrollees, and are 
in danger of closing shop. 
According to Dante Morales, 
a cardiologist and medical di- 
rector of the Manila Doctors 
Hospital, the number of exami- 
nees for the National Medical 
‘Admission Test—the gateway 
to acceptance jn medical 


the 


tors, 


start 


3,000 in Fatima College, and 
1,300 in Manila Doctors. 
‘And then there are the doc- 


killer diseases, 
courses so they could earn a 


higher income and offer their 
children a better life. 


The sit 
bad 


Far Eastern University, 


even specialists treating 
who have 
ed taking up nursing 


abroad. 


Lack of medical residents 
tation has gotten so 
that, 
Morales, one hospital now on- 
ly has nine medical residents. 
Tt actually has 21 positions for 
residency, but got only 14. And 
out of the 14, five have left for 


Cynthia Cuayo Juico, a pedi- 
atrician who heads research 
and training at the Manila Doc- 
tors College, said some hospi- 


according to 


competitions. 


tals have started getting In- 
donesian medical residents. 

“Indonesian doctors are go- 
ing to our hospitals for their 
training,” Juico said. 

Morales said the “antidote” to 
the problem was to increase the 
health professional's honorari- 
um, improve education, training 
and research in the hospitals, and 
motivate young residents to join 
international and local research 


He said Manila Doctors has 


A hospital’s antidote to lack of doctors: higher pay for residents 


schools—was recently pegged 
at only 700. 

Compare this to the 5,000 
enrollees for nursing courses in 


salaries to doctors. 


Training, research 


increased the pay of its resi- 
dents to encourage them to 
stay. He said that among the 
private hospitals, Manila Doc- 
tors now pays the highest 


Juico said they also encour- 
age their doctors to join re- 
search contests and give pre- 
sentations here and abroad. 

“If there's an invitation for 
them to present a paper, we 


support them," she said. 

Juico said her peers are try- 
ing to become role models 
whom younger doctors could 
emulate so they would not be 
tempted to shift to other pro- 
fessions 

"We hope these doctors 
would continue practicing their 
profession in the Philippines," 
she said. "When one becomes а 
doctor, it's a sacrifice and 
you're notin it just for the mon- 
ey” 
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Chocolate cough drops 


ATTENTION chocolate lovers: someday 
your cough medicine may taste like your 
favorite food. 

Three years ago, the 2nd International 
Cough Symposium challenged ге 
searchers to come up with new cough 
treatments and a better understanding 
of how and why people cough. At the 
moment, many antitussive (the word 
tussis is Latin for cough) preparations in- 
volve opioids such as codeine, which has 
several side effects like drowsiness and 
which can be addictive. 

Asthma researcher Dr. Peter Bares 
and his colleagues at the Imperial Col- 
lege London in the United Kingdom rose 
to the challenge. Their paper appears in 
the December issue of the journal of the 
Federation of American Societies for Ex- 
perimental Biology. У 


Cocoa chemical 

Theobromine is a chemical in cocoa 
that falls under the class of methybxan- 
thines, a subgroup of molecular com- 
pounds called xanthines that are known 
to act as stimulants and bronchodilators. 

Because ofthis, scientists have studied 
xanthines in search of possible treat- 
ments to various respiratory illnesses, 
Theobromine has been low on the list be- 
cause it was not effective at relaxing the 
bronchial muscles and helping people 
breathe as other compounds did. 

Still, say Barnes et al. in their paper, 
studies conducted їп the last decade sug- 
gested that theobromine might have a 
unique antitussive effect, unlike other 
methylxanthines, 

Barnes ега], decided to look into these 
anticoughing properties, using guinea 
pigs and humans to find out how and 
why theobromine can prevent coughs, 


Inducing coughing 


In one experiment, female guinea pigs 
were first exposed to a citric acid solu- 


Massie Santos Ballon 


tion for a few minutes and then given a 
solution containing either theobromine, 
codeine, or a placebo. An hour after the 
first exposure, the guinea pigs were 
again exposed to more doses of citric 
acid over the course of six hours. 

The efficacy of the treatment was deter- 
mined by the decrease in the number of 
coughs between the guinea pigs first and 
second exposures to the tussive agent. 

A similar test on humans involved 10 
adults who were first-exposed to cap- 
saicin—the chemical in peppers that 
makes them hot—to induce coughing 
Each adult, was then given a solution 
containing either 1,000 mg of theo- 
bromine, 60 mg of codeine phosphate, or 
a placebo, and the capsaicin treatment 
was then repeated. 

Barnes et al. repeated this test once a 
week for three weeks. 


Less cough 

Barnes et al. found that the guinea 
pigs given codeine and theobromine had 
similar responses to the treatment and 
these animals coughed less often than 
those that were on the placebo. 

Interestingly, the researchers found 
that the humans who took the theo- 
bromine coughed at least 30 percent less 
than those who were on the placebo, and 
approximately 20 percent less than those. 
who took codeine. 

"They also found that she volunteers did 
not complain of any side effects involving 
the heart and central nervous system. 

Having determined that theobromine 
could help prevent coughing, Barnes et 


al. conducted a series of experiments to 
find how it works using the vagus nerves 
of guinea pigs and of a man undergoing a. 
heart and lung transplant. 

The vagus nerve runs from the brain- 
stem to the abdomen and is involved in 
controlling one's heart rate, speech and 
breathing. The researchers’ results sug- 
gest that theobromine works by sup- 
pressing vagus nerve activity. 

As they didn't have enough vagus 
nerve samples to work with, they called 
for further studies to verify their find- 
ings. 

‘And an actual chocolate cough drop 
isn’t going to become a reality for several 
more years to come. 


7 ozof chocolate 

If pharmaceutical companies decide 
to manufacture the theobromine cough 
medicine, it would be unlikely that the 
medicine would have any real chocolate 
init» 

Barnes noted in an interview that one 
would have to eat seven ounces of dark 
chocolate to ingest an amount equiva- 
lent to a single dose of theobromine used 
in the study. 

This doesn't mean, however, that one 
should eat chocolate to stop coughing be- 
‘cause, for one, too much candy isn’t good 
for the health, and for another, since 
chocolate is a solid, chewing it while in 
the midst of a coughing fit could lead to 
choking. 

Also, as people will not want to spend 
а day sucking on a pound of chocolate to 
stop coughing, it is unlikely that this 
cough medicine will ever hit the market 
in any form unless the tablet or solution 
is mostly made up of theobromine. 

Still, a chocolate cough medicine 
would make a nice change from the fruit 
flavors already in the market. 

Email the author at 
massie.com. 
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Young men warned 
of laptop health risk 


LONDON—Teenagers and young men 
should keep their laptops off their laps 
because they could damage fertility, an 
expert said on Thursday. 

Laptops, which reach high internal op- 
erating temperatures, can heat up the 
scrotum which could affect the quality 
and quantity of men's sperm. 

“The increase in scrotal temperature is 
significant enough to cause changes in 
sperm parameters" said Dr. Yefim 
Sheynkin, an associate professor of urol- 
ogy at the State University of New York 
at Stony Brook. 

"tis very difficult to predict how long 
the computer can be used safely” he 
said. “It may not be at all, ifthe testicular 
temperature goes up high within a very 
short period of time." 


Long-term use 

Adolescents and young men who use 
laptops several times a day over many 
years face the greatest tisk. Sheynkin 
fears that if laptop use is not curtailed, 
the men could face problems in 15-20 
years when they want to start a family. 

“Long-term use may have a denimental 
effect on their reproductive health,” he said. 

Sheynkin and his team studied the im- 
pact of using a laptop on 29 healthy vol- 
unteers between the age of 21 and 35 by 
‘measuring scrotal temperature before and 
after they used a computer on their lap. 

Even without turning the laptop on, 
the scrotal temperature rose by 2.1 de- 
grees Celsius when the young men sat 
‘with their thighs together to balance the 
computer on their lap. 

When they switched it on, the temper- 


ature rose—by 2.8 degrees Celsius on 
the right side and 2.6 degrees Celsius on" 
the le 

= “Tt shows that scrotal hyperthermia i 
produced by both special body posture 
and the local heating effect of laptop. 
computers,” Sheynkin said. 

The researchers used two brands of, 
computers in the study. 

“All laptop computers generate signifi- 
cant heat дие to the increasing power re-, 
quirements of computer chips. New lap- 
tops with higher power requirements 
may produce even more heat,” Sheynkin 
added. 

A serious case of laptop burn was re- 
ported in a letter published in a medical 
journal two years ago after a 50-year-old 
‘man bumed his penis while using a laptop 
balanced on his legs for an hour. Reuters 


ILIKE using waxed floss because it 
slides. My friend says unwaxed floss 
cleans better. Is he right?—Jackie A. 


. — Floss, whether waxed or unwaxed, 
will do the job as long as it is used 
properly. The objective is to remove 
the plaque accumulation between the 


Ask THE DENTIST 
Paul R. De. Castro, DMD 


Floss 


teeth. When you floss, you actually 
have two surfaces to clean: the one be- 
fore and after. One advantage of the 
waxed floss is that it does not shred if 
you have a tight floss contact between 
your teeth, 

E-mail your questions at dentalgs 
@yahoo.com. 
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Do you feel a lump 
in the balls? 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


WOMEN get a lot of reading 
materials on how to do a breast 
self-examination. This hopeful- 
ly can detect early breast can- 
cer, which afflicts one in every 
eight women, But it seems that 
advice for men to do a testicu- 
lar — self-examination—what. 
some call checking one's 
balls—has not been as equally 
popular as doing a breast self- 
examination. 
Its not that testicular can- 
igns of cancer 


cer is not a serious 2 
MEDICAL “Tr would be best 


concern, In fact, its 
prevalence is in ELLE. 
um- o immediate! 

SEP deena lare ` Files check with a pu 
ifyou see or feel any 

of the following signs that 


ally detected late. 
Couple that with a 
could possibly indicate testicu- 
Jar cancer, 


man's sense of denial that 
something could ever be 
wrong with him and it can re- 
ally spell a lot of trouble for * Any enlargement of a 
testicle 
* Significant loss of size in 
one ofthe testicles 


the alpha male. 
* Feeling of heaviness in the 


+ If you find a lump on your 
testicle, see а doctor, prefer- 
ably a urologist, right away + 
The abnormality may just Бе: 
an infection, but if it is testicu- 
Jar cancer, it will spread if not 
stopped through treatment. 
‘Waiting and hoping will not fix 
anything. 

Note that free-floating . 
Jumps in the scrotum that аге + 
not attached in any way to a 
testicle are not testicular can- 
cer, When in doubt, have it 
checked out, 


program 


HERE was a time when chil- 

dren roamed freely on 

school grounds. Today, they 
have more periods of inactivity. 

As a result, there is now a 0.8-percent in- 
crease in the proportion of overweight among 
6- to 10-year-old schoolchildren, as revealed 
in the recent National Nutrition Survey of the 
Food and Nutrition Research Institute-De- 
partment of Science and Technology (FNRI- 
DOST). 

"We need to promote healthy and active 
lifestyle not only among adults but among 
schoolchildren as well,” said Education Un- 
dersecretary Fe Hidalgo during the recent 
signing of a memorandum of agreement Бу 
the DepEd, FNRI-DOST and the Coca-Cola 
Co. for the implementation of a program 
called Kineti-Kids. 

Kinet-Kids is a scientifically designed nuri- 
tion education and physical activity program Юг 
elementary schoolchildren that will Бе incorpo- 
rated into the Physical Education and 
Health/Science subjects in elementary schools. 

Tr seeks to promote positive change in the lives 


Alot of men take for granted 
a a lump in their testicle or balls, 
eases mostly affect the adult population, stud- | just because the lump doesnt 
ies have shown an increasing trend even scrotum 
among the younger population,” said Pan- * Dull ache in the lower ab- 
lasaquí. domen or in the groin 


growing incidence of childhood obesity 
‘worldwide. hurt, But a lump in the testicle 
is the first warning sign of a 


Increased risk of disease possible cancer, 


ofthe young through a balanced diet, proper hy- 
dration and physical activity. 


Pilot in 4 schools 


‘The pilot phase of this nationwide program 
will be implemented in four schools in Mani- 
1а: two public schools (Р Gomez Elementary 
School and Justo Lukban Elementary School) 
and two private schools (Malate Catholic 
School and St. Anthony Catholic School). 


One in every 10 schoolchildren in the 
world is now overweight, and about 45 mil- 

jon have an increased risk of developing dia- 
betes, heart disease and other illnesses before 
the age of 20, according to the first global as- 
sessment of child obesity. 

The report, compiled by the International 
Obesity Task Force and submitted to the 
World Health Organization, estimates that at 
least 155 million children between the ages of 


Testicular cancer affects 


* Sudden collection of fluid 


2-year program 

То fully document the program's effective- 
ness on the schoolchildren, close monitoring 
and evaluation will be done over a period of 
two years. 

Coca-Cola Philippines public affairs and 
‘communications director Jose Bayani Baylon 
expressed hope that the program would raise 
the consciousness of elementary schoolchil- 


inthe scrotum 

= Pain or discomfort in a tes- 
ticle or the scrotum 

* Enlargement or tender- 
ness of the breast. 

Initially, most testicular can- 
cers are found through self-ex- 
amination, either as a painless 
lump, a hardening or change in 


men at their prime. It is one of 
the most common types of 
cancer in men between the 
ages of 15 and 35. Self exami- 
nation of the testicles is, 
therefore, a good preventive 
practice for men. 

Examining the testicles can 
help detect testicular cancer in 


‘The project will be funded through a P4- the early stages when it is high- 


million grant from Coca-Cola, while FNRI- 


DOST will take the lead in the development, 
implementation and coordination of the pro- 


gram. 


‘According to FNRI deputy director Rogelio 
Panlasaqui, the Kineti-Kids program is timely 


and relevant because it addresses the dual 
health problems of malnutrition and the 


Sand 17, or about 10 percent of the total pop- 
ulation, are overweight, while almost 45 mil- 
lion are obese. 

“Overweight and obesity, together with 
other chronic diseases like hypertension, 
coronary heart disease, diabetes and cancer, 
collectively termed аз nutrition-related 
lifestyle diseases continue to increase in 
prevalence in our country. While these dis- 


dren about the value of a healthy and active 
lifestyle. 

“The project complements the current 
healthy lifestyle campaign of the Department 
of Health as implementation of a physical ac- 
tivity regimen at а young age can be an effec- 
tive nutrition intervention to address the 


size of the testicle, or pain in 
the testicle. 


ly curable, As testicular cancer 
usually presents no identifiable 
early symptoms, a testicular 
self-examination (TSE) should 
therefore begin at age 15 and 
continue until 40. 


Stages 

Only a physician or a s; 
cialist can make a correct 
agnosis of suspicious signs 


Regular checking of the tes- 


and symptoms of the disease. 


problem of overweight and obesity as well as 
other chronic diseases later in life," he said. 


Don't be embarrassed to have 


ticles can help men femiliar- 


ize themselves with the nor- 
mal size and shape, as well as 
how their testicles look and 
feel, making it easier for them 
to feel any abnormalities in 
the future. 


Steps for TSE 

The best time to do a TSE is 
after а warm bath or shower 
because heat causes the skin of 
the scrotum to relax, making it 
easier to spot anything abnor- 
mal. The Testicular Cancer Re- 
source Center recommends the. 
following steps to be done 
monthly for early detection of 
testicular cancer: 

* Stand in front of a mirror. 
Check for any swelling on the 
scrotal skin. 

* Examine each testicle with 
both hands. Place the index 
and middle fingers under che 
testicle with the thumbs placed 
оп top. Roll the testicle gently 
between the thumbs and fin- 
gers; you shouldn't feel any 
pain when doing the exam. 
Don’t be alarmed if one testicle 
seems slightly larger than the 
other, that’s normal, 

* Find the epididymis, the 


yourself checked by a doctor 
once you observe or detect 
any problem. 

‘Testicular cancer can be clas- 
sified into three stages: 

Stage 1. The cancer is con- 
fined to the testicle. 

Stage 2. The cancer hus 
spread to the retroperitoneal 
lymph nodes, which are locat- 
ed in the rear of the body below 
the diaphragm and between 
the kidneys, 

Stage 3. The cancer has 
spread beyond the lymph 
nodes to remote sites in the 
body, including the lungs, 
brain, liver and bones. 

Surgery, radiation therapy, 
chemotherapy, surveillance or 
а combination of these can be 
used to treat testicular cancer. 


The reality behind the physics Olympiad 


(irs of wo parts) 


А FEW weeks ago we discussed Philippine 
performance in the International Physics 
Olympiad (IPhO). National Institute of 
Physics assistant professor Perry Esguerra, 
head training coach, writes: 

‘Thank you for sharing your reflections on 
our country's participation in the IPhO. A con- 
cern raised was the apparently more success- 
ful results of our neighbors in Asia, such as In- 
donesia, Thailand, Taiwan and South Korea. 

The IPhO is one of the most prestigious 
events in physics for preuniversity students, 
with two five-hour exams held on separate 
days to test the theoretical and experimental 
knowledge of the contestants. 

‘The questions are at a level even very good 
third and fourth year physics majors in the 
best universities in the Philippines find chal- 
lenging. 1 know this because I sometimes as- 
sign the Olympiad questions as problem sets, 
and after a week, students ask for an exten- 
sion of the submission deadline. 

We have been participating on and off in 
the IPhO since 1993, and in the Asian Physics 
‘Olympiad (APhO) more recently. A country is 
allowed five participants in the PhO and 
eight in the APhO, but we have been sending 


five in 1995, five in 1996 and two in 1997. No 
awards were won during this period. 

We did not participate in 1998. 

From 1999 onward, our participation became 
less regular due to financial difficulties. During 
this period we sent nine participants and we won 
anaward every time we participated. 

In 1999, we gota silver medal and an hon- 
orable mention in the 30th IPhO; in 2000, an 
honorable mention and the Unesco-Einstein 
Bronze Medal for the youngest prize-winner 
in the 1st APhO; in 2002 and 2003, three hon- 
rable mentions in ће 33rd IPhO, 34th IPhO, 
and 4th APhO. 

We did not participate in 2001 and this 
year, we also did not join the 35th IPhO and 
the Sth APhO. 


Misleading list. 

‘The first impression we would get from view- 
ing the Olympiad results in the Web is that the 
Philippines is doing poorly. However, this can be 
misleading because the only students listed in 
the rankings are those who won awards. 

‘An honorable mention in the IPhO means 
that the student belongs to the top 36 percent 
to 60 percent of the participants, a silver 
medal to the top 18 percent. 


less than the maximum number of partici- 


pants in recent years, 


Financial aid 


At one time or another, our participants have 
received some form of financial assistance from 
the Department of Science and Technology, the 
Office of the Governor of Cavite, the Indonesian 
organizers of APhO 2000, the Thai organizers 
of APhO 2002, Glaxo-Smith Kline and the 


Samahang Pisika ng Pilipinas. 
Many students would later on graduate 


with honors in our top universities, get 
awards such as the BPI Science Award, or 
scholarships in France, National University of 
Singapore, University of Tokyo and Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology. 

The Asian nations have been doing much 
better as a group compared to the European 
and the Latin American countries starting їп 
the late 1990s. I believe it is more difficult to 
garner awards from the APhO than the IPhO. 

From 1993 to 1997, the country sent 17 par- 
ticipants to IPhO: one in 1993, four in 1994, 


In any Olympiad there is usually anywhere 
from five to 10 countries that do not bring 
home any award. An exact determination of 
our ranking based on average scores is not 
possible as the statutes of the Olympiads for- 
bid the publication of the scores of students 
who failed to win awards. 

But I would say that the Philippines is at 
‘worst among the top 60 percent and at best 
among the top 40 percent of participating 
countries in terms of average scores in all the 
Olympiads it has participated in since 1999, 


soft, tube-like structure be- 
hind the testicle that collects 
and carries sperm. If you are 
familiar with this structure, 
you won't mistake it for a sus- 
picious lump. Cancerous 
jumps are usually found on 
the sides of the testicle but ean 
also show up on the front. 
Lumps on the epididymis are 
not cancerous, 


How pregnant women can avoid overeating during the holidays 


ртт 
APREGNANT woman should be 
meticulous In watching what she eats, 


By Rebecca B. Singson, MD 
Contributor 


THE HOLIDAY season, with its many 
parties where mouth-watering food is 
served, is challenging for people who 
want to maintain their weight. The sea- 
son is doubly challenging for the preg- 
nant woman who has an increased ap- 
petite and feels she has to eat for two 
people. 

re could be serious consequences if 
a pregnant woman is not meticulous in 
watching what she eats. Too many calo- 
ries and extra pounds can put a woman at 
а higher risk of pregnancy complications 
such as hypertension or diabetes, and may 
make labor and delivery more difficult. 

If one gains weight beyond the pre- 
scribed amount, the chances of having a 
large baby also increases, which in turn 
may also increase the chances of ending 
up with a Cesarean section. 

‘The most disturbing finding by re- 
searchers on weight gain during preg- 
nancy is that women who gain more than 
50 pounds and did not lose the excess 
weight after delivery can triple their risk 
of developing breast cancer after 
menopause. A weight gain of 40 pounds 
during pregnancy can still increase 


breast cancer risk by 40 percent. 

‘A pregnant woman who eats moderate- 
ly but sd gains more than two Ibs weekly 
should alert her obstetrician: Rapid weight 
gain, especially if associated with marked 
fluid retention, increase in blood pressure, 
and possibly protein in the urine, can be a 
marker for the onset of preeclampsia. This 
В a disorder that can be harmful, if not fa- 
tal, to the woman and her baby. 


25 lbs is ideal 

How much weight should a pregnant 
woman gain? 

fone is of average weight, she should 
gain 25 Ibs during pregnancy, and only 
two to four Ibs of that should occur dur- 
ing the first trimester. 

By 20 weeks, the woman should have 
gained seven to 10 Ibs, and the remain- 
ing weight is added at а rate of about 
one-half pound to one Ib per week after. 

Underweight moms can afford to gain 
more weight, at least 28 to 40 pounds, so 
they dontend up with a low bch weight 

aby, 

Where does all that weight go? 

Baby: 7 lbs 

Placenta: 1 lb 

Amniotic fluid: 2 


Ibs 
Blood volume: 4 Ibs 


Tips 

If you're pregnant and can't say no to 
those Social obligations, here are some. 
tips to help you keep your ideal weight: 

* Prioritize your requirements, 
Make sure you meet your dally require 
ments first before you allow yourself the 
treats, Get your fill of salads and protein 
sources while filling your healthy carbo- 
hydrate requirements, Eat your fruit first 
before you hover over the dessert rable. 
‘Hopefully, that would have killed your 
craving for pastries. 

* Avoid starving yourself, It is diffi- 
cult to control your appetite if you are 
ravenous when you arrive at a party. You 
are bound to eat everything in sight. So 
before you go roa parry, have а nut 
tious snack like a granola or muesli bar, 
veggie sticks with yoghurt-garlic dip or 
some dried frults and nuts. 

* Drink before you leap. Gulp down a 

lass of water, fruit juice or some soup 

{preferably dear than creamed) o appease 
your grumbling insides and allow you to be 
more prudent in your choice of food, 


* Cheat sensibly. If you must give in 
to your sweet tooth, at least make the 
‘wiser, more nutritious, lower calorie, 
choice, An oatmeal or ginger cookie is 
better than a sponge cake or a fatty 
cheesecake. 

* Eat only small portions. Ifyou can't 
resist the cheesecake, have only a few 
small bites, 

* Burn what you eat. Just because 
you are pregnant doesn’t mean you can't 
exercise, As a rule, you can continue 
your exercises, dance or low-impact 
sports (swimming, golf, tennis doubles), 
Brisk walking for 20 minutes will raise 
your metabolism and cause you to burn 
calories faster 

* Don't be a stress chomper. Holidays 
can be stressful times ly when you 
have to socialize and beat your office dead- 
lines atthe same time. Resist the impulse to 
munch away your stress. Be prepared with 
your arsenal of anxiety-busters like yoga, 
meditation and massage instead of taking 
it out on food. (A word of caution though: 
the masseuse must have proper training or 
premature labor might be induced). 

(The author is a fellow of the Philippine 
Obstetrics and Gynecologic Society and the 
Philippine Society of Cervical Pathology 
‘and Colposcopy.) 
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0 STOCKS fell to a one-month low another ratings cut 
yesterday, led by telecom firms, Moody's also placed Philippine 
on rising worries about the fate of Long Distance Telephone Со, and 
| fiscal reforms in Congress and а Globe Télecom-—the countrys top: 
flanc stances Е i A possible credit-rating downgrade two operators—as well as 11 m 
MA a i 4a D by Moody's. болы Be nodoa Bê EE 
© йо} Е f: 3 Traderssaid the market may post Blue chip PLDT lost 4.33 percent 
PC teasing HO x 2 5 " Ш a technical rebound next week after ог P55 to P1,215, its lowest close i 
Sin eina NE NE 1 falling 3.5 percent this week four-and-a-half months, hit by an 
COMMUNICATION t $ The Philippine stock index lost expected P2-billion foreign ex- 
csi SS S i г 1 E s n 0.21 points, or 2.24 percent, to change loss this year due to changes 
" Y Y end at 1,753.47, its lowest close in accounting procedure, a proposed. 
E 1 з since Nov. 12. Turnover climbed to franchise tax on telecom firms and 
they h i d » 1 2| P1.09 billion from P901.5 million the possible ratings cut by Moody’ 
Mani ule Po tn : : 19 са Thusday Foreign brokerages Globe Telecom 1 265 per 
E р were net sellers of P90.36 million, сеп or P25 to P920. 

Play earful of adown- Bank of the Philippine Islands 
үл ina grade by Moody's; said Monique the country’s second-largest lender 
Е Lecaros, dealer at SB Equities Inc. fell 1.92 percent or PL to PS1 
Moody's Investor Service, which ls main r opolitan: 
ended a one-week review of the Dank and Trust Co. fell 3.57 pe 

country on Wednesday is report- centorPl to P27 
си o о E сая асе ly mulling over a two-notch cut Тһе conclusion of the review 
CONSTRUCTIO & OTHER алко PRODUCTS ‘windfall profits, the official said. "having Pa billon 9f the country’s credit п by Moody's is widely awaited а 
HA “Theadvocacy ofthe DOF should panies would be paying P9 billion February due to the failure by the ter London-based ratings agency 
Hep PUES ee be for a taxation that is equitable in taxes, am already substantial government to pass key tax bills. Fitch cut its outlook on Philippin 
ба Sn iu explaining that imposing a tax фас cashest h cut the Philippines long- stable, bringing it into line with 
see і 3 erm currency rating to Ba2 from Moody. 
К ҮРП Bal in January and maintained President Macapagal Arroyo 
Jina iut December 10,2008 Dolar Peso dts negative outlook, last month has proposed eight revenue bills 
x Country Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent pur Philippine ^ sovereign to help the cash-poor government 
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DISCLOSURES 


FILINVEST Land Inc. confirmed reports that the company expects a 20-percent 
ales growth in 2005 from this year's level. The company is also setting aside. 
around P1 bilion to P1.2 bilion to finance its xpenditures next year 


ASIAN Terminals Inc. concluded an agreement wit ard Chartere 
Bank and a group of financial institutions for a fixed and floating rate pe 
so-denominated notes facility amounting P1 billion. 


tors of CADP Group Corp. elected Pedro Е Roxas as ex 


and Miquel A. Gaspar as president and GEO of the company 


PNOC Exploration Corp. accepted the resigna: 
MANUFACTURING, DISTRIBUTION & TRADING н ti i y Silvestre Bello 11 as dir the compan 
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DBP sets aside P50B 
for energy projects 


By Abigail L. Ho 


` TO ENCOURAGE the development and use of 
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renewable energy resources in the country, the 
Development Bank of the Philippines has ear- 
marked P50 billion to fund renewable energy 
projects, particularly wind power projects. 

Reynaldo David, DBP president, said the 
bank was willing to offer thinner spreads on 
loans to firms interested in developing clean 
power generation. 

‘According to David, most wind power pro- 
jects now are struggling to be viable. 

He said such projects entailed huge invest- 
‘ments while lenders would charge large inter- 
est rates on loans. 

David cited as an example the DBP interest 
rate on such loans. 

The current 9.75 percent that the bank 
charged included a 4-percent spread. Other 
interest rate components included the cost of 
fund (0.75 percent), guarantee fee (one per- 
cent) and foreign exchange (4 percent) 

All components of the interest rate could 
not be touched, David said, except for the 4- 
percent spread that the bank charged. 


But David said the DBP was willing to bring 
this spread down to only 2 percent to help, 
make wind power projects more viable, 

“The DBP is willing to take on a thinner’ 
spread, but there should be a realistic tariff 
structure to reflect the all-in cost,” he said. 

He added that for wind power projects to 
be viable, the bulk of the project cost should 
come from overseas development assistance 
(ODA) loans and grants instead of commer. 
cial loans that charged high Interest rates. 

The ideal mix, he said, was 70 percent 
ODA, 20 percent grant and 20 percent equity. 

Multilateral lenders like the World Bank, 
Japan Bank for International Cooperation, 
German development bank Kreditanstalt fur 
Wiederaufbau, Asian Development Bank and 
Danish lending institution Danida should all 
be considered as possible funding sources for 
entities wanting to go into the renewable en- 
ergy business, 

The Department of Energy last Thursday 
signed pre-commercial contracts with three 
firms for the development of six potential 
wind sites identified in the country’s Wind 
Power Investment Kit. 


Donors urged to stop funding coal plants 


By Christine A Gaylican 


THE MILITANT environment group Green- 
peace International has urged multilateral 
lender Asian Development Bank (ADB) to 
halt funding for coal-fired power plant pro- 
jects throughout Asia. 

In a recent meeting with the ADB, non- 
government organizations and leaders of com- 
munities where coal-power facilities are situat- 
ей, Greenpeace asked the bank to be more cau- 
tious in approving loans for such projects, es- 
pecially if there was strong opposition in the 
area where the facilities would be constructed. 

“The ADB and other international funding 
institutions, along with governments, must 
shift investments from fossil fuel projects, like 
coal power plants, and ensure the widespread 
uptake of renewable energy projects to 
change the current trajectory of global cli- 
mate change,” said Jasper Inventor, Climate 
Campaigner of Greenpeace Southeast Asia, 

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Cli 
mate Change has pointed out that developing 
countries in Southeast Asia are expected to 


suffer most from climate change in terms of 
lossoflife and effects on the economy. Extreme 
‘weather events such as strong typhoons, flood. 

ing, landslides, and droughts will occur more 
frequently and with greater severity. 

Greenpeace noted that despite local oppo- 
sition, the ADB had bankrolled the construc- 
tion of the 1,200-MW coal-fired power plant 
in Sual, Pangasinan, and the 400-MW plant in 
Masinloc, Zambales. 

Earlier, Greenpeace urged local communities 
being eyed as sites for coal fired power plants, to 
reject plans to build the facilities in their areas. 

In а Greenpeace forum held last week, com- 
munity leaders from different parts of the 
Philippines and Thailand gathered in Manila to 
forge alliances and warn others of their tragic 
experiences in hosting coal-fired power plants. 

According to the group, coal is the single 
largest source of global carbon dioxide emis- 
sions, the main greenhouse gas responsible 
for global warming and climate change. 

Under the Department of Energys 2004- 
2013 Philippine Energy Plan, the country’s coal 
‘demand is expected to increase by 6.3 percent. 
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Aquaboard 
tapped for 
shrimp 
testing 


‘THE BUREAU of Fist 
eries and Aquatic Re~ 
sources recently des- 
ignated the Fisheries 
and Aquaculture 
Board (Aquaboard) as 
official observer to the 
upcoming vannamei 
(Pacific white shrimp) 
testing to be conduct- 
ed at the government 
facility in Bonoan, 
Pangasinan. 
Vannamei is a fresh 
water shrimp widely 
accepted in the world 
market. It was previ- 
ously banned in the 
country for fear of 
contaminating local 
shrimp species. 
According to Lour- 
des R. Тш, 
Aquaboard chair, they. 
are confident that the 
testing will be con- 
cluded within 45 days 
without compromis- 
ing the protocol in 
handling and culture 
of specific pathogen 
free stocks. 
She said that with- 
in two months from + 
introduction of the 
imported brood- 
stock, marure stocks 
will ‘result in four 
spawnings—enough 
time to determine if 
vannamei is safe, 
Once it has been 
determined that the 
shrimp is safe, “an es- 
timated 20,000 
hectares of fishponds 
are expected to adopt 
vannamei for growout 
operations," — am 
‘Aquaboard official 
said. "This translates 
to 20000 jobs in 
growout farms alone.” 
Vannamei was re 
sponsible for the re- 
vival of the shrimp in- 
dustry in China, mak- 
ing it the third largest 
| exponer in the world, 
with 800,000 metric 
| tons as against the 
Philippines export of 
8,000 metric tons. 
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Globe Kababayan expands | 
AutoloadMAX worldwide 


‘THESE days, most Filipinos have а 
loved one living or working abroad - 
maybe a mother in Taiwan, a brother 
in the US, or a friend in UK. For these 
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs), the 
mobile phone is their only connection 
to the family they left behind, a source 
of comfort in an unfamiliar land. This 
fervent need for connectivity propels 
Globe Kababayan, Globe Handy- 
phone's service arm for the OFW com- 
munity, to intensify its efforts to pro- 
. Wide the mobile services that OFWs 
and their families have come to rely 
ón. 
‘After the recent success of the 
award-winning Share-a-Load value 
transfer service in Hong Kong and 
Japan, Globe Kababayan marks anoth- 
ё milestone with the enhancement 
and expansion ofits overseas reloading 
facilities. With the help of service 


providers Paysetter, Ine. and Ventaja In- 
temational, AutoloadMAX now reach- 
ез more Filipinos across the globe, in 
countries such as Taiwan, Saipan , 
Guam, the United States and the Unit- 
ed Kingdom on top of the current chan- 
nels in Hong Kong and Singapore. In 
addition to allowing OFWs to conve- 
niently reload the Globe Prepaid and 
Touch Mobile phones of their loved 
ones in the Philippines in denomina- 
tions of P150, P300, P500 and P1000, 
the new web-based AutoloadMAX fa- 
cility operated by accredited retailers 
globally lets them send a personalized 
message to go with their purchased 
prepaid credits 

Using AutoloadMAX abroad is as 
easy as reloading prepaid credits back 
home. Allan OFW has to dois goto any 
retail establishment carrying Autoload- 
MAX, pay the desired amount in the 


equivalent foreign denomination, and 
indicate the recipients mobile phone 
number and corresponding personal 
message. The retailer then uses the Au- 
toloadMAX web-based facility to pro- 
cess the transaction and in just a few 
seconds, sends the load and accompa- 
nying text to the intended recipient in 
the Philippines. Once the transaction 
has been completed, a confirmation 
message appears on the retailer's com- 
puter screen, thus assuring the sender. 
that the load has indeed been sent. 

Over-the-air reloading services like 
AutoloadMAX ensure the seamless 
communication that OFWs crave from 
their loved ones. And with Globe 
Kababayan's continued expansion of 
the AutoloadMAX service to more des- 
tinations in the coming months, OFWs 
will now feel a litle closer to home, no 
matter how far they may be. 


PLDT, EXPORTBANK CONTRACT SIGNING 

ExportBank recently signed a Memorandum of Network that employs Cisco's MGX and BPX switch- 
‘Agreement with PLDT for the nationwide provision of ез to provide high-performance connections. Shown 
Domestic Frame Relay (DFR) with Managed Routers іп photo (from left) are: Katrina C. Luna, PLDT-busi- 
through PLDT Business Solutions. PLOT Brains DFR ness head; Ernesto Н. Alberto, PLOT SVP and corpo- 
is amanaged networking solution thet transfers data rate business group head: Jose Ма. Valdes, Export- 
or non-data traffic a speeds ranging from64Kto Bank chief information officer, and Michael Asiddao, 
2MB. Itruns on the country’s first Cisco-Powered _ExportBank technical operations division head. 


Koblinger, 2005 Lions Direct Jury president 


FRED Koblinger, CEO, BBDO Holding Austria and managing director, Palla 


Koblinger Proximity, has been appointed the 2005 Lions Direct Jury president, 
‘Undoubtedly one of the pioneers of Direct Marketing in Austria, he has spoken 
at over 40 direct marketing conferences in 14 countries around the world and 
was twice a jury member in Cannes. He founded Palla, Koblinger and Partners 
(РЕР) in 1991, Austria's top relationship marketing agency, with a worldwide 
reputation for its creative output. Commenting on his appointment, Fred sald 
"Cannes is always a thriling place for me - whether It be hunting for a lon - 
like so many others - or fighting for creative excellence on a jury. Winning a li 
‘on was always great and the experiences as a jury member have always been 
incredibly valuable. This invitation to become President of the Lions Direct Ju- 
ry is truly fantastic and is the highlight of more than 20 years striving for cr 
ative excellence in DM. lam looking forward to Cannes 2005. 


Pj Pereira is 2005 Cyber Lion Jury president 
CANNES International Advertising festival announced that PJ Pereira, vice 
president and creative director of AgênciaClick, Brazil, wl be the 2005 Cy- 
ber Lions Jury president. Leading 15 worldwide interactive leaders and with 
16 years experience in the interactive Industry, PJ has been a Judge and Jury 
chairman at many international awards, Including Cannes, One Show, Cllo, 
LIAA and E! Sol. He has won numerous awards including 13 Cyber Поп, a 
Cyber Lion Grand Prix in 2000, eight Pencils in the One Show, one Grand 
Prix and five Golds at the London International Advertsing Awards. Com- 
menting on his appointment, PJ sald "Being asked to be the president of the 
jury in the most dynamic category of the most respected Festivals not only 
а great honor Its also the biggest responsibilty a creative can receive. After 
all, the choices the Cannes judges will make in June will be the main refer- 
елсе and inspiration for the whole industry forthe next twelve months." 


(To? A 


REDISCOVERING YSA 

YSA Botanica Papaya Soap recently held a lunch press con for 
their media friends at the Linden Suites in Ortigas. The occasion 
was a way to re-introduce YSA Botanica Papaya soap to the me- 
dia and pubiic. Special Git Packages and Gift Certificates from 
YSA Botanica were given away that day to all the media friends. 
and guests. Магоза Soap and Cosmetic Laboratories Inc is the 


manufacturer of the YSA Botanica Papaya Soap. Shown are Joy 
Conanan, YSA skin care brand manager; Karen Raymundo, ҮЗА 
Botanica brand manager; Sheila Nazal; Dr. Naza; Zenda Caban- 
gon (YSA Botanica PR consultant; September Mahino; Nikki 
Domingo, Working Mom Beauty editor, Tess Ramirez, Image In- 
ternational Magazine marketing director. 


Silent no more: Osteoporosis bared 


OSTEOPOROSIS -the “silent disease" that causes bones to weaken and 
break- is silent no more. In the recently concluded Osteoporosis Awareness 
‘Week Celebration last Oct. 17 at Market! Market! the illness got its much- 
needed day in the limelight. Presented by Anlene Hi-Calcium Milk, the cel- 
@ration aptly dubbed "Love Your Bones" spearheaded the information 
campaign asa pioneering effort in the fight against Osteoporosis. 

"The people who graced the activity were informed about the debilitating 
bone disease in the day-long program which included bone screening and 
consultations and lectures facilitated by doctors who are members of the 
Osteoporosis Society of the Philippines Foundation inc (OSPF). The high- 
light of the event was an on-stage program hosted by TV actress/broad- 
caster Ali Sotto. The program featured talks by (OSPFI rep's name here) 
the (position) of the OSPFI. The activity forms part of Anlene's thrust in 
promoting prevention as the best way to avoid Osteoporosis. A healthy 
lifestyle, good diet, sufficient intake of Anlene Hi-Calcium Milk and early 
detection of the disease thru bone screening are effective methods for 


avoiding the said illness which commonly affects women. This disease is 
caused primarily by a lack of calcium in the body which then causes the 
bones to weaken. 

In today’s world where everything we do and eat affects our bodies in 
one way or the other, it is comforting to know that there are still some 
things that are actually good for us. Anlene, the only clinically-proven milk 
product in the market today, is one such example. Anlene Hi-Calcium Milk 
‘strengthens bones to help prevent osteoporosis. It comes in chocolate fla- 
vor as well. So drink up for healthy bones and join Anlene's campaign - eat 
bealthy live right, and love your bones! 
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Power steering made 


effortless with Prestone 
| POWER steering becomes effortless with the new 
Prestane Power Steering Fluid, Americas number 
оле power steering fluid. This innovative product 
trom Prestone, the Philippines top brake fluid, 
protects against pump breakdown caused by 
Wear, oxidation and foaming, Prestone Power. 
‘Steering Fluid contains Antiwear Agents that ef- 
fectively protect pump components: antioxidants 
that prevent sludge formation; seal wel agent 


‘THE PNB General Insurers Co Inc, the non-ife insurance subsidiary of the Philip- 
pine National Bank, recently celebrated йв 13th anniversary at tha PNB Financial 
Center along President Diosdado Macapagal Blvd, Pasay City. Highlight of the cel 
bration was the Recognition Day Program wherein loyalty awardees received 
their plaques of appreciation for their unstinting dedication to duty. This year’s 10- 


 APHOTO contest has been 

launched by the Federation of 

Philippine Photographers Founda- 

tion in coordination with the Department of Social 
Welfare Development. Dubbed “Building Families 
of Character for a Strong Republic” the photo tilt is 
орел to all amateur and professional photogra- 
phers. Among objectives of the photo tit is to in- 
Crease public awareness of the celebration of the 
Year of the Family which culminates today. Entries 
can be submitted at DSWD Social Technology Bu- 
reau, front Batasan Complex, Quezon City. For de- 


year loyalty awardees who recelved their awards from PNB president and CEO 
Lorenzo Tan, PNBGen president and CEO Jose Zuniga and PNBGen chalr Cielo 
Macapagal-Salgado (far left, sth from left and far right, respectively) were (sec- 
‘ond from left): Francisco Francisco, Ninfa Piccio, Ema Ramiro, Arthur Bulan, Se- 
bastian Zulueta, Мета Lucas, Rodel llustre and Gabriel Cocal. 


UNIVERSITY OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC PARTNERS WITH HP 


tails contact FPPF at 813-7424/843-5341. 


Adamson’s new president 
ADAMSON University’s old tradition and new be- 


Опе of the top universities in the country today, 
University of Asia and the Pacific expands its IT 
education program by recently partnering with 

HP Philippines. Aiming to produce capable and 


forthe first semester of school year 2004-2005. 
Signing the agreement are (from left: JII Olazo, 
section manager for HP services, Asla Pacific; 
and Dr. Josemaria Mariano, UA&P president. 


ginnings was affirmed when Fr. Gregg Bañaga Jr. 
CM delivered an address during his investiture as 
5th president of the university yesterday. Fr. Ba- 

бадаз investiture was witnessed by the Vicentian 
community and distinguished guests. 


TheatreNow presents ‘Laro’ 
THEATERNOW, the laboratory arm of Gantimpala 
(GTF), presents Its 2004 season ender with Laro, 
an adaptation of Arthur Schnitzier's provocative 
masterpiece Laronde, set in the Victorian period. 
Last play date is today (2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the 
Tanghalang Huseng Batute, Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. For tickets and sponsorship, call the 
GTF marketing office at 899-5745/896-3503. 


Pet show at SM Megamall 

A DOG show and pat caring seminars by the Na- 
Tonal Pitbull Terrier Ciub is one of the оніо of 
the upcoming Mega Christmas Fair, Garden and 
Pet Show 2004 at Mega Trade Hall 2, SM Mega- 
mall on Dec. 10 to 12. Part of the proceeds of the 
vant will go to God's Special Children inc and FIl-- 
iplno Entrepreneurs Devt Foundation. For In- 
qulries, call Ex-Link Management end Marketing 
‘Services Corp at 643-3887, 643-7780, 640-6439. 


competent IT professionals in the future, HP and 
ЧААР are providing the facilities as well as the. 
training of SAP ABAP/4 programming language 
toits 4th year Information Technology students 


Witnessing the partnership are the students from 
UA&P; Arthur Cua (2nd from left), systems ana- 
lyst, HP Phils and Eman Antonio (3rd from left 
systems analyst, HP Phils. 


which protects and rejuvenatas seals; antifoam agents that prevent pump cav- 
lation and steering loss; corrosion inhibitors which protect metal compo- 
nents; and pour point depressants for good low temperature steering. For 
‘more than 70 years, the Prestona name has guaranteed customers the high- 
est quality products ай over the world, The brand encompasses a full ine of 
high-performance coolants, brake luis, cleaners, and car care products, 
known for heir performance edge that satisfies individual market needs. 


NOTICE TO ALL BUSINESS NAME REGISTRANTS: 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 12 (A) OF DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
NO 1SSERIES OF 1900, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY THROUGH 
THE BUREAU OF TRADE REGULATION AND CONSUMER PROTECTION, CANCELS 
FROM THE RECORD ALL BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATIONS WHICH EXPIRED AS. 
OF JUNE 30, 2004 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 3, 2005. 

UNDER THE BUSINESS NAME LAW (ACT NO 3883). AS AMENDED. 
OWNERS OR PROPRIETORS SHOULD RENEW THEIR BUSINESS NAME 
REGISTRATION UPON EXPIRATION THEREOF 

THIS ANNOUNCEMENT SERVES AS A FORMAL NOTICE TO ALL 
CONCERNED 

FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE 

11 December 2004, Makat Сау. 


(зө!) Asst, Dir. Jaime Lasaro L, Olmos 
Cambiar. BTRCP. 


BODYPOINTE BALLET CENTRE HOLDS CONCERT 

BodyPointe Ballet Centre recently held thelr year- tured ballet students performing Broadway musi- 
iy ballet concert entitled "Babes on Broadway’ last cal hits. The show was choreographed by Body- 
Deo. 5 at Fr. James Reuter Theater, St. Poul Uni- — Polnte dance director Brezhnev Larlar and associ- 
versity, Quezon City. Highlights of the show fea- ate dance diretress Dr. Pamela Ortz-Bondoc. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2004 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


100 sqm Bungalow зва 2788 
йт, 1 Car Garage Loe. at 
27 Coronado Subd. Makatur- 
ing St, Mand. Сау 2 mos, 
dep. + mon, advance РИТ 
mcn Pis. col at 31-7223 | 
Жл: 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


RUSH TAGAYTAY 
WITH CLEAN TITLE 
271 SOM ALONG 
DIOKNO HWAY 
TAGAYTAY ROYALE 
BATULAO EVER 
CREST CHATEAU 
P1.0 M NEG. 
899-0611 Josie 


QUEZON CITY 


)NDO/TWNHSE 


"аба 0920061248. 


Quezon CITY 


эл SERRAMONTE VILLAS 
тену 0017.710516 JUN 


Tring Sora 2sty SBRITB big 
уза Patino, mos. айин & 
Emos. ара 0917-3097847 


MAKATI 


збита Condo pisa зы MEST FAO 


20, dp Bal уз 928833 


тй 


эвлер ное NA AGT 
BRIOGE 028954117361925 


PASAY 


PACIFIC TWR 23m Rush! 
wincome easy 09109082979 


клн 


PARK AVE 657 18: Loony 
S511340 1 09169054127 


avean CITY 
Билон Vilage § LA 26m 


Раи Met oe 25 
— PALA HOMES тїт EDSA QC 


э 2 UNT 7 Sans 7381825 


Зан лан 


VLLA ANGELICA LAZTAN 
FM ды Эв PIM 
Wie 1800481 doe 27 


MAUIBON бйз FF Stu PITT 929-9835 


Tonjeros cr mae т 
GS 0017-8907547 


PARANAQUE 


Souhbay Vilage Sucat, 
S16Sqm Rush 0915-4530899 


PASIG 


19 кгр. GL SI STE 


20014 Laura St Pandacan 10K 
Commet Alan 818-4277 

METROVILLE SUBD Lasam 
рибе Ve 800461 0с 27 


дунон етү 


Capitol Golf Hills Subd 


NR AYALA HTS 00175025040 


LEN 


MANDALUYONG 


32 Bulalakew St, back tlun. 
копсо 53420385585858 


LOYOLA GRAND VILLAS ma 


оласе iots w view, Swaen & 
Friend 81 avble 826-4850, 
183209194212235 


288 Cuenca выл? 


VINA MENS Quezon CITY. 


187 Good Location wAC 


TOWN 1 couar НЗ LAX” бу aeons Guage S381816 


PaaS Vo ВИН о 27 


28G BR 278 PROJECT S 
Baguio 'PT.S00 ONLY 4536959 


KINGSTOWN Sui La тєш 287 Big 1ST 00273168801 
йй» 28» wy TESI 7 
"9805842 080. 


BATANGAS 


Commi acepabe Business 
interet cale, солуу ctt, gen 
тег | Res eps Ыр 
Studio pe accessble 2 a pis 
temm мш standard cue 
altri уе oti b sale 
(a эп appointment ET 
f: 


SPACE WANTED 
Cft Factory эй workers 
‘Song KALAYAAN JP RIZAL or 
EDSA MAKATI Cal Кылап 
‘22725. Monty Renal 
роо 


ГЕРЕРО 
Ко 
ке Space. 80) Sam. Floor 
Алта. PAKAU Sam / Month Т. 


2905457 
Me. Corazon Cordova 


тай WAC та Mk BSS 


RANCHO VT SUBO LAS 
P2 Че 88! ho 27 


BULACAN 


SAM MIGUEL ви. «ооп 
Piso Vc 60048) Mc 27 


enne 


380m з/т 30%DP 
bal Syrs Del 4543135 


DON BOSCO EXEC HIS Latina 
Роме Ve 80081 ke ZT 


Merge Ph2 Dasma 1200 
[41] 


Molin Rû nr SM ha. @ 
oat E62 CRAS TS 


PARKPLACE SUBD itin" 
[T ке 27 


PARKPLACE. SUBD Latasa 
Patan Ve вади юс 27 


ST. CHARBEL DASMA or S 
е де Ve BOG ke D 
md 


LOY Bedspace 1339 Quit 
mo cor. Lanuza Paco 
78036616 ; 09178900557 


CANELLA HOMES BACOOR 
trate FASE вот? 
PIM Ме 89081 loc 27 


SOUTH РЫК руш (аме: 
Wie 800081 de 2827 


FARNURSHPEN, 
RAWLANDS 


Male 1.5 Pasay 831508 
Wa пе ва PIT шү TASTE 


Nustudo lady 357 9137513 
SAN MIGUEL SUL soom 
Раоа" Ус 80061 ко т BUSINESS RENTAL 


BUSGONDY PLAZA калдин 
OC. FRNT ATENEO FAN, 5 8 
80 at ишип 1 7351905 ЮЕ. 
FOR SPA GYM CALL CENTER 


RERL ESTATE. 
FOR RENT 


‘ents Cine for бавежа 
‘Alum Вид Маші 
Кт 


E. 


ai jan S12 шу tiic 
gien SAI D uo racer 


MAMDANONG MNES 00стой aser 
FINANCINGEASY FAST VERY 
PRIVATE CONVENENI HL 
BUSNESS PERSONAL Giu 
Eme 80081 ke 2523 


авто w 278 in Private 


 BROOKSLAKE GARMENT MFG. CORP. 
BLOCKC #0 PORONG STREET. PUNTUAN. 
VALENZUELA CITY 
TELIAG- II 046501 4540701672084 
Fax 19041-89 
Wanted Immediately: 
оне (1) ACCOUNTING CLERK: 


Physical Therapist 
U.S. License Preferred. Interested applicants 
~ email resumê to iG net or 
cosary@nelpe.com. For inquiries, send taxt 
EE 


A NAME YOU CAN TRUST 
MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
BUY SELL + PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 


a Ober Seis Watches 


IN NEED OF [d 


PROPERTY? 
For Rent or For Salo. 
нилаотесОюмы 
Расе Plaza FORTAYALA 
EssensafRogent ceva 
Passa Park Мемо 
‘Sang Grand Tuc Seana 
ComnePrnca Peralta 
Neo Tagaytay Hanes. 
мааблалумертона 
PreSellnger REO. 
BEST BUY or VESTHENT 
Lot vs HELP YOU fit 
ALDRIS G. (9183352978 
PrpetyPrsider бо 
тити teaREBLITOSS 


WEBUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 


5646893 5897041 
5539742 0997-8673744 


BUYING ROLEX 
PACE 


MALATE MLA г-и. 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


LSS Fast Car Loan TTA. 


15% CAR LOAN зит 


1 canton areas 
nom 
PD 
из ey сша вош 
Bokens cep залив 

pie ELE 
Dre 
БЕБЕ) 
TRANSPORTATION 20. 

: XEM 

ESE mautama леона. 

сс 


195 Easy Catan 781538285 


385 Fast Car Loan 650160 
= 


ж 


к 
EARN PST шен HOW? 
stare boner 09203112910 


1S watesing Cu me 
A Fast Car Loan T2820 
Za wo ing x TORIA 


2 lo Taking Салата 
IT PT A-——-———— 
9 Т базе Qu SUMUS ial Ting Car 18577 
:-—— Frm Айа io North 
America, sadn vê беа Оа. 
dc 
mp bond а dad be 


logon ииет 


LANDBANK 
BONDS 
т эң STONES Yr 


FORD XP вн эт 
*851-5070/0918-8432573 


cine m sast an estes 


RERRE IBS (81805187 
BTW Coraes озю 


Orig Wi Sunrool P1. See 
To. Appreciate Сай 
0920-9040510 


Securty Agency 1 Онтоо 


MITSUBISHI (УЕ 


0% Adventure GLX 135702 
Ваен Соган 


EMPLOYMENT. 


35 Got АТ PIST 617-1904 


209: OPEL ЧЕСТВА 22 АТ 
Bie | 227 Kms. MERNEG 
RICKY 09178398885 


BSP*BSNePTOMT 
‘Any Anod Health Grads 
up to PASTI Mol 8922818 


Constant 183070 PUT 
wA Trining i lecentves 
GIT SIGS 7203005 
hanelore.aben@ yahoo.com. 


TOYOTA 


00 Reo SA at ATE SE 


d ш. шише + 457-5242 


yous wn OT тв 


Ran Sid Ty GU инин 


YAMANA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
ELITE PIANO CENTER 
‘vst os TERUS-T213134 


Nursing student or RN 
For USA Medea Firm 
SCOTTSKIDOGeAOL.COM 
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"Great People 
Great Company" 


Key Account Manager 


CWS Philippines aims to rapidly consolidate our position as the number one commercial hyglene 
service provider in the industry. Our industry is compellive and aggressive. Success comes to 
those who are great ime managers and have excellent account management skiis. 


Role Purpose 

To grow and secure a designated portfolio of customers through additional sales of CWS services 
folowing the principles oulined in the CWS "Seling A Service" Manual. To prospect for additional 
‘customer sales through a structured prospecting plan and CWS cold calling techniques. 


Quantitative Key Measurement 
Responds to internal & external customer requests within 24 hours 
‘Budget achievement - monthly 
Ensure planning tools are In place and used for effective sales & prospecting production 
Ensure all activities are aligned to all CWS sales & service manuals 


‘Qualitative Key Measurement 
* Ensures that there Is a minimum of four existing customer surveys per day 
* Ensures that there is a minimum of four cold calls per day 
* Sells to the price list. Discounts require approval 
* Ensure all CWS corporate identity requirements are met 


Core competencies 
Demonstrated high level of sales activity in a service industry 
Demonstrated high level of prospecting activity 
History of selling solutions to problems. 
Sales educated by recognized institution 
Leads the sales from the front & "hands on” 
Manage personal sales productivity & performance criteria 


Personal Qualities 
* Builds respec, trust and pride within customer base 
Sense of humor 
Open, honest & empathetic 
Detaled approach 
Outgoing personaly, tend approach and optimistic 


Ош organisation provides an environment that rewards achievement, innovation and team spirt, 
Interested individuals are Invited to send their resume complete with relevant particulars, current 
and expected salary, together with a recent passport-sized photograph (n.r) via тай or email to: 


MISS SUSAN STA. MARIA 
Human Resource Manager 

PRIMEPOINT Management Services, Inc. 
Unit 503 Regina Blog, 100 Aguirre St. 

Legaspi Vilage, Makali Cty 

Email. uhotcanwedoforycu  prmepoinkconm ph 
Tel No. 830-0679; 830.0546. 

Fax No. 830-0785 

Closing Date: December 15, 2004 


Cys 


“Great People 
Great Company” 


Dynamic Sales Consultant 


CWS Philippines aims to rapidly consolidate our position as the number one commercial hygiene 
service provider in tne industry. Our industry is competitive and aggressive. Success comes to 
those who are great time managers and have excellent selling skis. 


Role Purpose 

То grow and secure a designated portfolio of customers through additional sales of CWS services 
following the principles outined in the CWS "Selling A Service "Manual. To prospect for additional 
customer sales using a slructured prospecting plan and CWS cold calling techniques. 


‘Quantitative Key Measurement 
Responds to internal à extemal customer requests within 24 hours 
Budget achievement - monthly. 
Ensures planning tools are in place and ullized or effective sales & prospecting production 
p 
Ensures ай activiles are aligned to ай CWS sales & service manuals 


Qualitative Key Measurement 
Ensures that there is a minimum of four existing customer surveys per day 
* Ensures thal there is a minimum of four cold calis per dey 
1 Seis tothe price Ist. Discounts require approval 
* Ensures all CWS corporate identity requirements аге met 


Core competencies 
* Demonstrated high level of sales activity in а service Industry 
7 Demonstrated high level of prospecting activity 
History of seting solutions to problems 
Sales educated by recognized institution 
Leads the sales from the front & “hands on”, 
Manages personal sales productivity & performance criteria 


Personal Qualities 
‘Builds respect, trust and pride within customer base. 
Sense of humor 
Open, honest & empathetic 
Detailed approach. 
Outgoing personality, friendly approach and optimistic 


‘Our organisation provides an environment hat rewards achievement, innovation and team spirt. 
Interested individuals are invited to send their resume complete with relevant particulars, current 
and expected salary, together with a recent passport-sized photograph (n.r via mall or ema to: 


MISS SUSAN STA. MARIA 
Human Resource Manager 

PRIMEPOINT Management Services, Inc. 

Unit 503 Regina Bidg.,100 Aguirre St. 

Legaspi Vilage, Макан City 

Emai- whatcanwedotoryou@ primepoint.com.ph 
Tel No. 830-0879; 830-0646 

Fax No. 830-0785 

Closing Date: December 15, 2004 


Call for nominations 
for 2005 Kapatid Awards 


ECOP is now accepting nominations for the 2005 
Kapatiran sa Industriya (Kapatid) Awards. 

The Kapatid Awards is a biennial awards 
activity of ECOP established in 1995, which 
recognizes companies thet have excelled in the 
field of industrial relations,, quality and 
productivity, social accountability, and strategic 
Visioning and job preservation. Essentially, these 
practices are characterized by closer enterprise 
level cooperation between management and 
employees, whether in a unionized or non- 
unionized setting, 

The 2005 Kapatid Awards Executive 
Committee is chaired by ECOP Vice President 
Rene Е. Cristobal, Judging will be based on the 
following: industrial peace and harmony (30%), 
productivity and quality (30%), social 
accountability (2096), and strategic visioning and 
partnering for business and survival (2096). The 
awarding ceremonies will be one of the highlights 
of the 269 National Conference of Employers 


slated on April 2005, 

The 2003 Grand Kapatid Award was bagged 
by Indo Phil Group of Companies. The other 
awardees in that year were United Laboratories 
(Special Citation for industrial Peace and 
Harmony), Unilever Philippines (Special Citation 
Jor Productivity and Quality), Avon Cosmetics 
(Special Citation for Social Accountability), Philex 
Mining Corporation (Special Citation for Strategic 
Visioning and Job Preservation), Chimes- 
Enterprises (Special Citation for Industrial Peace 
and Harmony, SME Category), Anjo Parms (Special 
Citation for Productivity and Quality, SME; 
Category), and Buena Mano Crafts (Special 
Citation for Strategic Visioning and Job 
Preservation, SME Category). 

Deadline for submission of nominations is on 
January 15, 2008. For more information, please 
call Ecop' Research and Advocacy Department at, 
890-48-45. 890-48-47, 899-04-11 or e-mail: 
researchQecop.org ph 
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LASSIFIEDS — 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2004 


RATE 
245 per column centimeter 
paste) 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 ndori ¢ 

Day before publication 4 


PROFESSIONAL 
‘SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


‘REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


PHYSIGINW/SURGEOR 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 

Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 

‘ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Ansapols Greenhills 
Gall 7216124- 25 2am-7pm 


VDSTD Skin Clinic Rapid 
Ta Comp ub та ons 
Manco 2178P. Tamo lat 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 
Tae 
енш, нек, uns] 
ADULT CIRCUMCISION. 


ЕТЕНЕ 
БШШ 
irpo 
Са 
Stela ars Colege 
OPEN SAM o 69 
MON to SAT. 
та, 892108799074. 


Body Massage, Facial, Foot 
Spa Qd - блп 


02.3233269 Best Boys 
09272216159 Call Warren. 


жын THAI NASCE - BAGUIO 
CEBU DAVAO BALA нит 


ASK JOHN MALE MASSEURS 
(092115364791 
HSOME ATHLETES 8327383 
MALE MASSAGE 
PINK 
374-9480 
MALE MASSUER ESTE DAN 
MASSAGE 94548 WARREN 


MR. UNVERSE 


тано, 410-1250 


SPA 


ж Mr BODY PHYSIQUE + 
ТТА Kamias QC 4350978. 


MSGE O20M48575 ANO 


THAI Mage Lic 0921-7560278 


THERAPEUTE MASSAGE 152008 
REREXOLOGY 


BODYLAX«144405. 
FEELS GOOD 127158% 

ispa Cand 9 mia HEIST 

Jojo НМ5 0920-8635511 
Wizard Massage 421097- 


LIGHT 5268216 5301315, 


HOUSEHOLD 108S 
eT 
PT" 
= 
aun аз итш 


BEST MAIDS 8250754 
LIPAT BAHAY 


H31603)^IPAT 
say ости 4540820, 
CHEAP LOMA fol 
PI20UITRIP 742-14-57 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


MAKATI 


lagos Best uy 


SHANG GRANDISERENDRA 
Pro Sling 0918-0302978 


RUSH Fajardo SL Sampaloc 
LATED & оэ Ta 0946 


UE Se 
LA MONTAGNA 


ESTATES 


Fur as low ne. 


Located in Teran, Riah, 

is peaceful community 
offers many attractions. Rd 
For inquiries, please call 
634-9001 to 02. 


www.crownasia.com ph. 


uad 


ҮЙҮП Asia 


ae nc 


queron CITY 


Сиз alia introduces The Crown Jewels Home Series, 
Sharing mode ns for you to chrom 
келсс 


M premium living without the premium price. 


(rowan Asta 


ONE VERMONT 
СУГ МЕ PLASE 


NEL ENT] BLE 


p 


DUDEN 


OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday & Sunday 


10% DP move-in 
RENT to OWN 
* Full Downpayment 


New MOVE-IN SCHEME 


FOR ONLY 10% DOWNPAYMENT 
Live by the Bay! 


A 


JUST A 10 MINUTE DRIVE 
TO THE AIRPORT 


* Brand new units now ready for occupancy! 
+4 Bedroom unit with tollet & bath 
70.50 sqm. Including 1 parking slot 
* 20% downpayment with а monthly 
amortization as low as P25,888 per month 
= 3BR, ВА Penthouse units from 
147.50 sam. & up 
* clubhouse, gym, playroom 
* Swimming pool with Jacuzzi 
* Maids room wi T&S 
* Laundry | Service area. 


soy Greve) Com Unit 
bial bis sta 
Chace tib 


522-0618; 522-0883 


For Public Information Only 


0% Interest in 2 
Years 


Join the PRIVILEGED FEW who availed 
the promo before the effectivity of a 
“Price Increase” on January 1, 2005! 


Single detached / No Identical Units 
Ready For Occupancy / Near Ateneo - UP — Miriam 


ШЕЙШЕ CRSTMANDALUYONG 
ДАШ] PROPERTY NETWORK INC. 
BEER. 10727-6915- 668-2125 - 09175226950 
Email : impni@yaheo,com 
OWNER/ DEVELOPER: 
JELP REAL ESIAIE DEV. CORP. 
Mobile No. 0918-9388798 


HLURB License to Sell No. 06232 


Available through 
Installment & Pag- Ibig! 


rie 


Casimiro 


Casimiro 


. 
®“ BüNorthville 


Coastal Woods 


EXC 
Call us! 0916-2614819 * 872-9982 * 805-2310 * 874-0486 


m 


waon спу 


Со Development Tar catty 
etî us at www frtereaiy om 


SAMPALOC SILA 5830677 opie бит FM S001 — LAS3óm' Old Hse 


‘Tm Dol 4543995 
= тошеп PSSM Васи т Cong. Ave SBR 
Lr 200 #8 hare S 
Mtge Fansa Ways Ame E 
Eat, so тир иша! 

pm 


Sacrifice Sal 
5322115 


: come a мет 
OUR MODEL 
UNITS 


Open dally 
8am.-7pm. 


{шн 


Мн Da Pl St, Malt Manta 
[rr 
Rena Birr Man) 


Жимми 


855-8118: 855-8239 


RUSH SALE 
Condo Unit 


Cityland Condominium 10 Tower 1 
Unit 2414, 20th Floor 
6815 Ayala Avenue 
Makati City 


Floor Area = 65.56 square meters 


Buoy me 
MAGNIFICENT VIEW 
OF MANILA BAY 
UNITS FOR 
SALE OR LEASE! 
Furnished and Unfurnished 
PG. visit or ea 
5236640 / 5236630 


AVAILABLE, 
Studio, 1. Zand 3 BR 


READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


ETUDES 
0917-8332722 
eser RESIDENTIAL UNITS FOR SALE 
OR LEASE TO OWN 
EE EDAM E ОЕ 
аа оаа 
| AGENTS/BROKERS ARE WELCOME 
Eu 
Asi 910-0372 / 687-2363 / 631-3929 
PLAZA #15 J. ESCRIVA DRIVE, ORTIGAS, PASIG CITY 


UM 


эман RFO 49T 5201192 
GROTTO AREA 257 300288, 

B METROVILLE SUBD LA Zn MUN CANELLA HOMES 
ues Ма FAST Zier Зъшу ФА РЫМ 


Near Grotto SOT? РА, Ve PDAS x 21 УС MOMS! LOC 2005 


PHINMA. 


ЕСЕ ЖЕТТ 0300 000800 REALTY такя 


(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & 5th Firs. w Attic, 
U-4/5-3 Sunshine Cond. 
9633 Kamagong St. SA Vilage, 
Makati City 
Floor area of 111.60 square meters 
For Inquiries contact: 
Rey Jaucian - 8940012-13 
Mobile No. 09193580236/ 
E-mail rjucian @pana.com.ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 


‘COMMERCIAL LOT WITH SINGLE STOREY BLDG. 
FOR SALE 
{ 1.2 HAS WITH 100m FRONTAGE 


(ALONG BUSY PROVINCIAL HEWAY) 
IDEAL FOR: 

/ RESORT 

Z MALL 

V, RESTAURANT CUM HOTEL 

V. SHOW ROOM & SHOP 


CALL (049) 531-7295 
ASK FOR ALFIE 


HOUSE and LOT FOR SALE 


With TITLE 
Inclusive о! : Guard House - Fence Concrete Wh * 
Coconut Business equipments and 
Water Pump! Warehouse 
+ Barangay San Joset 
Santa Cruz Laguna 
12056 square 
+ 9 million (пе 
Dan Ramilo? Josie 
599.0611 / 0919-7608840 


Location 


Suo 
PRICE 
Contact 


лит 10% DP RFO ы cass 
den Саша пм 


FOR SALE 
QUAINT 
‘BAGUIO COUNTRY HOME 
Original ровно log acad, 
i рле woes, located wahin a 
iot area of 1730 sqm Two 
Storey woodicemenied house 
has 7 bedrooms, stb, phone 
ines, 2 tehens wih separate 
servants quarters & bath, 
Separate caretakers quarters 
тї bah Serene “garden 
features playground, айо & 
gy Contact BPCC Pare No. 
карытар 
utem) Cel 1 tua 


ONE SAPPHIRE CONDO 
Favela S1, Nangatuyong, 


ош. as iow as Miron. 
TARO NC. 

лавови 725468114851 

(Wocone tror As) 


 MANDALUYONG 


Pinnacle Wack’ 4BR 


SALURENT 02175328440, 


имп 


1.1M C5 Nr The Fort 
Hum. or па әм or 
10% Ор LIPAT AGAD 2488 
Ta Fr ма aas 


юв i 
15M ORTIGAS AVE.: 
RESORT. TYPE, 1st Cians 
Lion POT та, Ma? o 0%, 
Boss 0917-8234223 


Quezon CITY 


-FORT BONIFACIO CONDOS 
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LAFUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
CREMATORY SERVICES 
ON CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 
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.. We accept Classified advertisements 


Lines, Recuitment, Obits, Bidding 


|. LUZON. 


‘Bali llo ka pa? Sa Inu, convenient na sulit pa! 
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Consolidacion 
Morales Martinez 


ish to express our heartfelt gratitude to all of you, 
who, by way of your presence, prayers, flowers, mass 
cards and messages of sympathy, offered us solace 
and comfort. 


Special thanks to the Martinez, Mayor, 
Morales, Obidos, Quimpo and Young families, and 


Inday's best friend Telly Quimpo, d 


for the love, concern and support 
in our time of bereavement. 
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EXCELSOV.GRIAS ` 


Retiree of United Laboratories, Inc. 
Died in the Grace of our Lord 
оп December 9, 2004 
at the age of 61. 
His body lies in state at 22 
Jose Ma. Hugo St, Project 4, 
Quezon City. 


to the 
Father 
except 
through 
Me? 


John 14:6 


be announced 


Thailand Campus 


Learn about Gems & Jewelry 


From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 


GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma 
‘The most recognized gemological credential 
7 6.6. Program starts February 14, 2005 

GIA Thailand Campus 
Bisco Tower-12" FI., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 


giathai @ksc.th.com 


Citizen Action 
Against Crime 
on Iyo ang 
Katarungan 


“IYO ang Katarungan” 
brings justice closer to 
the people, isthe aim of. 
Tyo ang Katarungan. It 
acquaints viewers on 
the general operations 
ofthe Philippine judi- 
ciary. It hosted by 
Justice Presbitero 
Velasco Jr., Court Ad- 
ministrator of the 
Supreme Court. 

Tis Dec. 12 episode on 
18С 13, Sunday at 10 
p m. will feature 
spokesperson for Citizen 
Action Against Crime— 
Teresita Ang See—has 
been known to be a 
crime fighter, the chair- 
person ofthe Movement 
of Restoration of Peace 
and Order, currently the 
executive chair of the. 
People Law Enforce- 
‘ment Board (Manila). 
Ang See's job being a 
bridge between Filipi 
nos and the Tsinoys 
(Chinese Filipinos). She 
is the founding presi- 
dent of Kaisa Para Sa 
Kaunlaran, inc, an orga- 
nization of Chinese- 
Filipinos actively pro- 
moting the imegration 
of Ethnic Chinese imo 
the mainstream of the 
Philippine Society in a 
one-on-one interview 
‘with Justice Presbitero 
Velasco, Jr. The show 
"уб ang Katarungan" 
through Court Adminis- 
trator Velasco has also 
been providing free le- 
gal opinion and advice. 
to people. It has been 
successful on its 2nd 
year and approaching its 
3rd year of public ser- 
Vice format. 


Fax: (662) 236-9829 
www.giathailand.com 


STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT. 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
FAMILY COURT BRANCH 
In re the marriage of: 
JAMES M. SCHAEFER, 
5618 West Lincoln Avenue 
West Alis, WI 53219 
Petiioner, 
-and- 


Case Мо. 


‘SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 
Divorce: 40101 
MILAGROS A. SCHAEFER, 

Respondent. 


THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 
‘To the person named above as Respondent: 

You are hereby notified that the Peiltionsr 
named above has filed a petition for divorce 
against you. 

Within 45 days after the first date of 
publication, you must respond with a writen 
demand for а copy of the petition. 

The demand must be sent or delivered to 
this court whose address Is: 

Clerk of Circuit Court: 

Milwaukee County Courthouse 

901 North 9th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 
‘and to John P. Savage, the Petitioner's attorney, 
‘whose address Is 

6280 North Port Washington Road 

Milwaukee, WI 53217 
You may have an attomey help or represent you. 

\ you do not demand a copy of the petition 
within 45 days, the court may grant judgment 
against you for the award of money or other 
legal action requested in the petition, and you 
‘may lose your right lo object to anything that is 
or may be Incorrect In the petition. A judgment 
may be enlorced as provided by and may also 
be enforced by garnishment or wages or seizure 
of property. 

Dated: September 8, 2004. 

Attorney for Petitioner 


(528) John P. Savage 
6290 North Port Washington Road 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 
Phone: (414) 864-5670 
Fax: (414) 964-7217 
State Bar # 1012298 
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POEA 24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 * 722-1155 


^ CLASSIFIEDS .... 


Seriously consider joining us as PROFESSIONAL 
DETAILING REPRESENTATIVE. We vil open the 
ocr to a truly global opportunity for you. 
‘+ The Professional Detailing Representatives will bo tasked to detail and 

sell Colgate Products to Dentist in Dental Clini. 

He/She а niso tasked to design and implement programs and activities 

in the support of business gonis 

Must be а Dentistry degree holder. 

licensed 

With 1 to 2 years selling experience in the dental market. 

He/she mest possess good analytical skills as well as excellent 

communication and presentation skills. 

He/She must possess high tolerance for stress in handling simultaneous 

projects swiftly, efficiently, and cost-effectively 


We offer ongoing training and developmental assignments to ensure you 
acquire the skill and experience necessary to rich your career and personal 
вэ, Plus a competitive salary. and leading-edge benefits you expect from а 
art lender. Join us and we will open a truly globe! experience for you. 


Interested Dentists, please call 2445572 or 73, lok for Ena for details. 


E 
"p? DISPOSAL SALE 


USAID/Manila will conduct a Sealed Bid Sale of used 
residential appliances, on an “AS IS-WHERE-IS" basi 
Washers Dryers Refrigerators 
Gas Ranges Water Heaters © Window type Alr Conditioners 
Air Cleaners Vacuum Cleaners Microwave Ovens 
Desk Fans Bug Zappers Other miscellaneous items 
All items can be inspected and bid placed on December 13 
and 14, 2004, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Location: 
Warehouse, 2345 Aurora Blvd., (formerly Tramo St.) 
Pasay City. Bid forms are available at the site. Submission 
of bids and cash deposits (20% of the total bid) are done at 
the site during the sale. Full payment and bid deposit refunds 
will be on December 16 and 17, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the USAID/Cashier, 8th 
floor, PNB Financial Center, Roxas Blvd, Pasay Ciy. 
For further information, please call Mr. Romy Arquisola or Mr. 
Allan Раш? at Tel. Nos. 852-9684, 514-4229, 514-4234 and 
514-4236. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Be it known that there is an outstanding warrant of arrest for 
MS. EVELYN PONCE Y DIEZ of No. 1575 A. Isip St, Tejeros, 
Sta. Ana, Manila, whose picture appears below, that was issued 
by the Regional Trial Court of 
Manila in Criminal Cases No. 04- 

226217 for Qualified Theft. 

Please direct any informe on 

leading to her arrest or whereabou to: 
MR. FRANCISCO BACIERTO, „R. 
Equitable PCI Tower 1, comer dela Соба 

and Makati Avenue, Makati City 

Telephone Nos. 878-4425 or 840-7625 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
‘Quezon City 


ERRATUM 


Inthe ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING re Supply о!300 MT Iron Coated 
Rico Grain Premix (FORTIFICANT) of the National Food Authority (NFA), 
‘Quezon City, pubished December 10, 2004, the Sth paragraph shouid ba: 
‘The Terms of Raloronco (TOR) and Ва Documents wil kowisa be avallabio 
staring Dacomber 10,2004 up to December 23, 2004 instoad ol Decomber 
8,2004 up to December 10, 2004. 

Ош sincare apology for he typographical error. 


PDI Management 
СС 


OBITUARIES 


©су” We, the family of the late 
P 


(532) 845-2440. 


In Loving Memory of 


MARIA M. QUILINO-FLORES 


Masses will be offered, Sunday 
on the 10th Anniversary of her death 
December 12, 2004, 


San Pedro Parish ... 
San Pedro, Antique 
Assumption College Chapel ....... 
San Lorenzo Village, Makati City 
San Antonio de Padua Parish ... 
Lincoln St., SEDM, Quezon City 
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Chapel.. 
46 P. Sanchez St, Manila 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes ...... 
Kanlaon cor. Retiro, Quezon City 
Parish of the Holy Sacrifice... 
U.P. Diliman, Quezon City 
Santissimo Rosario Chapel .. 
U.S.T. España, Manila 
Sanctuario de San Јове... 
Greenhills, Mandaluyong City 
St. Joseph's Cathedral 
San Jose, Antique 
Redemptorist Church 
Bacolod City 
Sto. Niño de Paz Chapel .. 
Greenbelt, Makati City 
Queen of Peace Church 
Bacolod City 
Sacred Heart Parish. 
29 Sct. Ybardolaza, 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish ........... 
‘Timog Ave. cor. Mother Ignacia, Quezon City 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA) viles authorized cistbuorsfdeles 10 
apply for бубу and lo bid fort Supply эла delivery o! ha olowing tems lor use al he 
NEA Cena Olive as lolows: 


TEMS 


APPROVED 
BUDGET 


49050000 
3000000 


uiis Data Camera, SLR 
187 pieces tokens (aque for ens 

secs awardees) 

3 — 1800 containers ol 5 galons cach Реб Water 


The sched c bling actives is as flows: 
December 11 1027, 2004 илсе ot List ot Egy Requirements 
and Bd Documents and бирте. 
of Laster ot imant 
Protidóng Conlerence, 
108 Ноо, NFA Boardroom 
еер and Opaning ol Bids, 
10 Foor NFA 
Sumsson ol Elgbilty documents 
and bid proposals 
Opaning ot ejl documents and 
bd proposals 
gy cera ecudes among others tha te value o! the prospective bidder’ largest 
singe corra vita the ша! vee (3) years, adjusted о current prices, completed winin 
the penod and simisr to Pe contracto Бе bid, must be al least у percent (50%) ol he 
approved budget for he contract to be bid. 

румду requirements and bidding documents may bo secured Irom the Oia ol 
the BAG Secretariat. Sim Floor Tengslco Buiging. National Food Authority, 101 E. 
Racnguez St Avence, Quezon iy upon payment of P1,000.00. non~fundabie fe. 
The Letter of intent pectin the equpmenditer o be bed should be submitted io 
the BAC Secretariat not iater an the dose ol business hours of Decembar 28, 2004, 
Bios К any or al! iots sould conform with he Bier Letter of iment. For further 
ingaras pioase call Mr. Josa D. Chua at Tol. No. 712-6813 (drect ine) or Tel. No. 712- 
3T vp ia 49 local 8923. 

NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT ТО REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY 
REQUIRED FORMALITY IN THE SIDS RECEIVED, PROVIDED THAT SUCH WAIVER 
DOES NOT REFER TO А MAJOR DEVIATION IN A BID AND TO ACCEPT ONLY SUCH 
BIOS WHICH ARE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. 


(Sgá) PEDRO S. HERNANDO, JR. 
Depuy Aonnstator& BAC Chair 


3000000 


Decorber28, 2004 (10:00 АМ) 


January 11,2805 
00-245 AM) 


(102044) 


(POI Gesner 11,208) 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
PROVINCE OF CEBU 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
DepEd Bidg., PGSO, Cebu Capitol, Cebu City 
Telephone Nos: 253.9614; 254-1649; 416-6065 


IVITAT TO APPLY ELIGIBILI TO BID 


The Province ol Cebu, through ts Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), hereby 

tes supplersiconracios t0 apply lor ohgbiy and to bid for (ne hereunder 

project: 

Name ol Project Catering Services lor ihe SUBSISTENCE of 1,400 
[at Prisonersinmates 

‘New Cabu Provincial Detention and Rehabilitation 

Conter (CPORC), Kalunasan, Cebu Cy 

Meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) 


Location 


Briat Description 
Approved Budget 
ior me Contract 

Contras Duration 


7.802.000.00 or P30 OOfperson/day. 
Sk (б) months January 1, 2005 lo Juno 30, 2005) 
181 days 
Prospective bidders should have expariones in undertaking a similar project within 
{he lee two (2) years win an amount ol st les! 50% ol ha proposed project lor 
Baro. and hava key personnel end equipment (owned, eased or undor purchase) 
arcte lor tna prosacuton of the project. The Ekgblty CheckScreoning as 
ж as tho Preliminary Examination o) Bids shall uso non-discretionary passa 
lana. Pos-queiicaton ol bids shal aiso be conducted, 
Al pariculars relativo to Eligiomiy Statement and Screening. Bid Socuriy. 
Parlomance Securty, Pre-Bidding Conterence, Evaluation of Bids, Post 
Gualleaton and Awards ol Conraci sal bo govemed by tna parinent provisions 
IRA. S184 end ts Implementing Ruas and Regulation (IRR) 
The compte schedule o actos ts sod, as folows: 

КО 
1. tesuance of Bid Documents 
2, Ро conferenza 


‘Shes 

December 4-13, 2004 

Decembar 14,2008 

(Tuesday 10:00 AM) 

December 27, 2004 

(Monday, 1000 АМ) 

Docembor 27, 2004 

Б. Postauabfcaton Dacembar 27. 2004 

5. Nalco ol Award Docombor 27, 2004 

Bld Documents wîl bo avalabio опу to ihe prospective bidders upon payment ol 

nomselundable amount ol Fwa Hundred Pasos Only (P500.00) o Ina Cash 

Receis Oven, Осо ol ta Provincial Treasuror. 

Tha Province ol Cabu assumas no responsibly whatsoover lo compansale or. 

Indemnity bidders for any expanses Incurred inthe preparohon ol ha Di. 

(Sd) EDUARDO T. HABIN 
ВАС Charman 


3. Opening ol bids 
4. Bd Evaluation 


01-014 1,208 


Your Window to 
Pe e ri e S S B e a u ty Fronting Manila Golf & Country Club 


EENES n err meme 


Immerse yourself in beauty with no beginning nor end— a 
beauty in all its splendor. From the living room, see the 


green reaching out to you as if no glass wall divides you 


Mekiolky Rood 


and the sheer loveliness outside. 


Be nature's guest and watch the sun paint a majestic 
palette of colors above the Manila Golf Course at 


daybreak, or at sunset. 


From voluptuous views, to all the accoutrements of a 


peers E carefree lifestyle in a cutting-edge location, indulge only 
Global City 


in the finest...at The Bellagio II. 


A Luxury Residential Development of: 


BONIFACIO WEST 


Bomoi wist Davon cerr 


and 


For inquiries, please call us at W 


816-2768 • 816-3520 * 816-3517 EES 


Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila www.megaworldcorp.com 
Foz (632) 816-2514 «ma sales@megworideorp.com 150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 
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The country’s property market is expected to 
JARDINE is planning шору, D 
tosetupmore 5 
projectssimilarto SUStain its upward momentum 
Greenwoods Village 

to target more 

middle-income 

buyers over the next 


BY OFFERING 
high-end facilities; 


to invest P1.5B in Luzon projects — 


Textand photos This was announced by Jar- unaffected by the country’s eco- indication ofcustomersatisfaction House and lot prices from this commercial business districts. 
by Charles E. Buban dine executive vice president and nomic issues and rising cost of inthe developer's projects. property range from P999,000 to Rodriguez reveals that Lexing- 
5 chief operating officer Harry Ro- petroleum products. Jardine has two existing major P4.3 million. ton will soon add townhouses tar- 
ARDINE Land Inc., driguezJr who expects the coun- projects: the Greenwoods Village geting small families, newlywed 
ARN development "5 Property market to sustain More buyers in Dasmariñas, Cavite and Lex- |0-hectare property couples or for single individuals 

i ent id upward momentum as shown _ “Were getting а lot of buyers ington, a 10-hectare develop- Тһе lO-hecare Lexington is a who are always on-the-go. 
subsidiary Jardine by the brisk sales of several pieces from overseas Filipino workers ment project in Pasig City. ‘master-planned community of Says Rodriguez: “We are look- 
Properties Inc., is set to of Jardine property this year. (OFWs), particularly retirees and Revenues from the two proper- singledetzched homes clustered ing for more development pro: 
invest P1.5-billion worth Не says the company’s rev- professionals in the United States ty projects rose by 36 percent to around and within gardens of jects targeted for the middle-in; 
Of projects located in vari- enues in the frst nine months of and Europe, who are least affect. reach P380 million as of Septem- rich flora and shady lanes ‘come bracket over the next two t 
O PaE OF KAO the year (ending September ed by the developments here,” he ber this year with a seven-foldin- = location on the Pasig-Pa- three years. We have to be careful 
р: = 2004) reached P380 million, up points out. crease in net income. teros boundary, which is по more іп our selection of what property 
These projects will be funded ру 15 percent compared to the Rodriguez revealsabout23per- Тһе Greenwoods Village is a than five minutes away from the to develop as we have to consider 
through equity from investment same period last year. cent of Jardine sales were gener- 69-hectare development project C-5/Kalayaan Interchange and factors such as location, access, 
funds and joint ventures with ` Rodriguez attributes thestrong ated from referrals by people who that offers both house and lotand the Soon-to-be-built C-6, makes it visibility, utilities and inffastruc- 
banks through management de- sales to the buyers’ confidence in knew Jardine projects, while sev- lots only products targeted for conveniently close to Bonifacio tureifwearetocome up with tru- 
velopment contracts. the property market that seemed еп percent were repeat buyers, an the  middleincome marker. Global City, Makati and Ortigas 1y attractive projects.” 


CREBA EXPO 2005 
‘One-stop shop’ for developers, funders, buyers launched 


THE CREBA Housing Expo 2005 the Home Development Mutual armofthechamber,atthenearby schemes and facilities ar resort Creba Social Housing Founda- Government led by Secretary An- 
at the World Trade Center, pri- fund (Pag-Ibig Fund) and bank- PhifTrade Center on July 28-29. hotels and golf courses. tion's campaign for “Sandaang gelo Т. Reyes to push LGU hous- 
marily aimed at assisting buyers ing institutions for buyers and Basa is CSHFI chair, while Efren Representatives of the various Bahay Bawat Munisipyo.” This is ing projects for their constituents, 
in the first one-stop shop for low, housing developers. “Choy” Alas is president. sectors of the international prop- а continuing thrust of CSHF to Reyes fully supported the Creba 
medium and high-cost housing seven-month preparationand _ |. erty industry and other business help LGUs build their own social thrust which, he stressed, is the 
and other real estate property, campaign will precede the staging Exhibit sectors in Europe, United States, housing projects for their com- first such initiative by any indus] 
Was formally announced yester- of the Creba Expo, which is ex- — Through hundreds of booths, Canada, Asia and China will be munities. try organization to push housing 
day at the Pandango Hall of pected to be Creba's main 2005 housing developers will exhibit invited to take pare in the Creba Тһе first housing conference projects for local government 
Manila Hotel. project. The chamber is consid- their projects in various parts of Expo, according to Basa. Business last September at the Westin unis 

"The Expo committee chaired ered the country’s biggest and the country, while banks and oth- matching between foreign and lo- Philippine Plaza was considered Тһе Creba Expo 2005 commit- 
by Rosemarie С. Basa, newly- most active industry organization. er financing institutions will ех. ‘cal outlets will bea feature of the а “big success” with the participa- tee members аге Creba national 
elected executive vice president _ The Expo billed at the World plain how buyers may avail of Expo. tion of 200 local government gov- president Purita R. Soliven and 
ofthe Chamber of Real Estate and Trade Center on July 27-30, will their facilities. p emors and mayors and local VP-chapters Avelina Acuña, sales; 

ders Associations (Creba), coincide with the holding of the Apart from housing projects, Housing conference planning and development exec- Florante C. Ofrecio, business; 
said it will be the largest presen. National Housing Conference by other players'in the realestate in- Тһе housing conference will utives. Alas, sponsorship; Creba treasur- 
tation of available housing pro. the Creba Social Housing Foun- dustry will offer farm lots, vaca- concentrate on local government _ It was jointly sponsored by the er Teresita Millan, finance; and 
jecs and financing facilities of dation Ine. (CSHFI), the social tion houses, time share property housing projects, focusing on the Department of Interior and Local Bong Casten, consultant. 


Verdant Heights reports 
brisk sale of housing units А 
ГА Features und Benefits: 
пару developer One Asn Охон Сыр 


Ду repris brisk rales of e opper middle income 3 rd to oin E RN; p 
ran es или, cps at ; A e ае 
жасаш: prey mur wall expres ow. 5 RENTEN omi you ir a a 
iyi Sol One Adr vce prenden wan er З Sy shu giving у attend id 
mtn ei y реси acd и йе md 5 à moseimparnttngsin ife 
Ды ксшг vari belt hm йк coo coins ax Svinte travel tme o Mak 
iun кетмен ошон codici ppt a Э and agus CUD rough C 


— a ere 

random irri cg н i Reps eT 
So ons ha йе tota imer wl ahd aut Ге j ] P ny 

oeste psig i ay cot luec <3 1 » Г of sauny, te мт 
ае [нктөнт Г] j жауа len de 

vent eodera m a L à Бенет 

тст Ч 22 E j 

УНЕ: Py. Place, My one 5 r 


ee ete SAE ызы 

Roll aie das V ll کا‎ меш Inside Multinational Village 

downpayment payable over 9 ог 12 munths ш zero intere The beneri of NATURE 

rate and the balance ean be шот! гей up 19 15 percent. For > Enjoy aclean vordantonviran- 

i rit iie ret bome i rte Verdant Heights is a masterplanned in-city residential development conveniently located within Multinational Village. = a ee 

ыкы bette Lia si se Арап from making your life easier and more relaxed (since everything is within your reach), your expenses аге turned parks, lnidscaped ments and tree 

ат НА into savings since you do not need to spend much oa gasoline and toll fees. With modern architectural theme and a wide эө жоры леву thee 

wit on eos prse Къ clon P41 range of house types to choose from, Verdan! Heights also provides an ideal environment jo nurture yourself and your ec the 

Da ^ landscaped playground are 
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For green building 
complete stripping of the build: Чч. “т БА * 


ings basic components except for 


By Amado P de Jesus Jr 


THERE are many who cling to the 
belief that whatever is new is bet- 
ter. From clothes, to cars to cell 
phones, it is the latest design or 
model that is desirable and ap- 
pealing to most 
people. 

‘Sometimes 
this mentality 
affects the way people acquire 
homes or buildings. Some people 
do not like to acquire old struc- 
tures. They would rather build 
from scratch rather than deal with 
existing walls, columns, water 
pipes and electrical systems. Little 
Чо they know that in most cases, 
the benefits of retrofitting or reno- 
vafing far outweigh the disadvan- 
tages of constructing a new home 
or building. With todays rising 
costs of building materials, retrofits 
are very practical options because 
ofthe considerable savings they of- 
fer in terms of energy and cost of 
construction. Other savings can be 
found in the elimination of demoli- 
Чоп and disposal costs. In many 
cases, the beautiful architectural 
character of the building is re- 
tained without costly replication. 

"While the benefis of 
retrofitting are quite apparent to 
many, what is not so apparent is 
how to incorporate green fea- 
tures ina retrofit project. 

How do you incorporate green 
features when retrofitting? 

When building or retrofitting, 
itis important to study the type of 
project and include as many 
green features as possible during 
the planning stage of the project. 

‘There are several shades of what 
is referred to as “green building,” 
but in general, а green project will 
incorporate as many practical and 
applicable green features, 


Total retrofit 
There are two ways of 
retrofitting a building, The first 


the 


provide 


building, 


retrofit, 


done last. 


structural 
columns, beams and slabs. Insu- 
lation and specially adapted win- 
dows are then installed first. 


COMMENTARY 


installed. If done properly, this 
could mean smaller and less ex- 
pensive air-conditioning systems. 
Well-designed retrofits can also 
environmental 
health benefits. For example, if 
asbestos is found anywhere in the 
retrofits сап work 
around it without disturbance. 


Partial retrofit 
The second type is partial 


retrofitting only certain portions 
ofthebuilding. 

For this type, it is best to im- 
prove the lighting and plumbing 
fixtures first, then replace waste- 
ful appliances and office equip- 
ment next. The air-conditioning 
and the building shell can be 


Whole systems approach 

Energy-efficient measures are 
more effective when a whole sys- 
tems approach is applied instead 
of fancy, high-tech energy sys- 
tems. A whole systems approach 
simply means a careful applica- 
tion of conventional technologies 
ina way that it has a powerful cu 
mulative effect. 

The best way to retrofita house 
is to make less expensive changes 
first. Cut down on possible waste- 
ful lighting and water consump- 
tion through efficient lighting 
and water fixtures. Then use the 
savings to pay for more cost-sav- 
ing measures. 

For buildings, avoid undertak- 
ing retrofit measures on a piece- 
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type*is total retrofit, meaning, 


portions, like 


Next, energy- 
efficient Hight- 
ing and plumb- 
ing fixtures are 


and 


which means 


ene 


‘agement system (EMS) 
inefficient building will 


maximum savings. Ifthe building 


remains inefficient, a bi 
more expensive EMS 
needed to get the desire: 

If on the other hand, 


are improved first, then 
and less expensive EM 
needed. This integrated 


Buildings 


itable buildings to retrofit 


sumption, retrofitting 
conditioning will yield 


s, ne 


6750 OFFICE Tower, Philippi 
ig category of the Asean Energy Awards Efficiency 
and Conservation Best Practices Competition for Buildings 2004. 
meal basis that will reduce the 
'gy savings achieved. For 
ample, installing an energy man- 


ing and air-conditioning systems 


will cut the building's energy con- 
sumption by at least 50 percent. 


Best suited for retrofit 

whose mechanical 
systems need replacement because. 
of age are among the most prof- 


Considering that air-condition- 
ing consumes about 60 percent oi 
а buildings total energy con- 


ines, is the first runner-up in the 


able energy savings. 

Incidentally, as 1 have already 
mentioned in previous articles, 
опе of the four categories in the 
ongoing Asean Energy Awards 
competition is the Retrofitted 
Building Category This years 
three winning entries are excellent 
examples of retrofitted buildings. 


Retrofitted buildings 

* Royal Plaza on Scotts, Sin- 
gapore—winner. This 30-year- 
old building, а 17-story hotel 
with 2 S-story retail wing, won 
due to energy savings derived 
from replacing the windows from 
single to double-glazed windows. 
This window retrofit cut down 
heat penetration in the building, 
which in tum reduced the need 
for more energy to power the ai 
conditioners. It also upgraded its 
air-conditioning system and re- 
placed the cooling towers, among - 
other improvements. 

* 6750 Office Tower, Philip- 


ex- 


in an old 
not yield 


igger and 
will be 

od results. 

the light- 


a smaller 


IS will be 
approach 


t. Why? 


the air- 
consider- 
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w is not necessarily better 


USING doubled 
glazed glass allows 
sunlight to enter while 
deflecting heat. This is 
a most effective 
feature for buildings 
that want to be 
energy-efficient. Its 
special film reduces 
ultraviolet and 
infrared radiation, 
The airspace between 
two glass layers is 
filled with argon gas, 
creating a reflective 
air space to increase 
itsinsulation property 
against heat. 


pines—first runner-up. This 12- 
year-old high-end office and 
commercial building made con- 
siderable savings after its retrofit 
due to its condenser-cleaning sys- 
tem, lighting, timer installation 
of air-conditioning and machine 
rooms and improvement of eleva- 
torcontrols. 

* The American Club, Sin- 
gapore—second runner-up. 
This 15-year-old private club 
derived energy savings through 
the integration of three sepa- 
rate chillers into one central 
unit. It also drastically reduced 
water consumption by using ef- 
ficient fixtures and effective 
management systems. 

These buildings represent the 
most successful projects in the re- 
gion in this years Asean Energy 
Awards Competition under the 
Retrofitted Building Category. 
Through a whole systems ap- 
proach in planning and design, 
they have made considerable en- 
ergy savings in their operations. 


Don Emilio Abello Awards 

in line with the government's 
policy of encouraging more build- 
ings to be energy-efficient, the 
Department of Energy, through 
Secretary Vincent Perez, has been 


conducting a local competition 
called the Don Emilio Abello En- 
ergy Efficiency and Government 
Energy Management and Pro- 
gram Awards. The outstanding 
companies are recognized for 
their energy efficiency and their 
contribution to nation building. 

The awarding this year was 
held last Dec. 7 at the Petron 
MegaPlaza. The awards of recog- 
nition were: 

* Government Energy Man- 
agement Program Award 

+ 2004 entries to the Asean En- 
ergy Efficiency in Buildings 

* Independent power pro- 
ducers 

* Power producers for own use 

‘Topping the awardees was 
Dole Phil. Inc, receiving the pres- 

us Secretary's Award for hav- 

ing won in the competition for 
three years. 


For more details about the 
Asean Energy Awards and the Don. 
Emilio Abello Awards Program, 
please contact the Department of 
Energy. 

The author is the vice chair of 
the board of judges of the Asean 
Energy Awards, For comments or 
inquiries, e-mail archadeje- 
sus@yalioo.com 


ENVISION a weekend retreat inspired by the tranquil and charming chalets in Switzerland . 


CROSSWINDS, Brittany Corp.'s 
exclusive, Swiss-inspired week- 
end retreat with thousands upon 
thousands of imported pines 
tucked away in a secluded yet ac- 


AMAJESTIC vista of the Grand Quarti 


cessible corner 
‘Tagaytay, will launch tomorrow 
morning the Grand Quartier, a 
new multifamily development. 


‘that beckons residents to 
thie perfect weekend Swiss-inspired retreat at CrossWinds. 


of temperate Ап exclusive retreat 


the Swiss Quadrilles. 


Architectural desig 
The architectural des 
Grand Quartier (French. 


HEIGHTENING the anticipation of coming home is a rounding driveway toward an abode nestle 
multifamily development inspired by the rustic charm of the Swiss Quadrilles. 


Brittany launches CrossWinds Grand Quartier tomorrow 


south of 


Metro Manila, the CrossWinds 
Grand Quartier draws inspiration 
from the success and demand for 


n 
ign of the. 
for"large 


section" or "great quarters 
evolution of the Swiss Quadrille, 


on a larger scale that enj 


genders a 


feeling of bigness without struc- 
tural clutter or overcrowding. 


Each Grand Quartier 


rounding driveway, with a com- 


mon lobby in its mi 


equipped with lifts, anchoring 
two V-shaped wings leading away 
from the entrance, and built on 
picturesque, down slope terrain. 
Its design offers various adva 
tages with its many units, particu- 


larly since it evokes a 
warm intimacy, akin to 


frons a 


id-section the Grand Quartier of CrossWinds. 
countryside Swiss lodge. Its exte- 
rior, consistent with the commu- 
nity’s thematic inspiration, will 
feature Swiss wood patterns, 
stone cladding, dark asphalt roof 
shingles and overhanging eaves. 


feeling of 
Each family unit will boast a bal- 


that of a 


Feeling right where the heart is 


AHOME is every owner's favorite playground 
because it is not bounded by rules set accord- 
ing to other people's standards but one's own. 

in fact, the look and feel of a home is al- 
wàysa confluence of ideas that mirror distinct 
trait, style and values. Sometimes, it could be 
to fulfill simple or lavish whims as reflected in 
the choice interiors, color scheme or furni- 
ture. The sundry of things found in a home is 
‘déemed to embody experiences that touched 
the lives of those who occupy it. 

‘It certainly feels good to feel right at home. 
Só, Imagine how frustrating it would be when 
something bad happens to it like зау, termite 
infestation. These creepy crawlers are actual- 
ly:capable of causing damage and inconve- 
‘lence than what most homeowners make of 
them, They could easily turn a beautiful, se- 
cured home into shambles once they move in. 
~ 17 one chose to be unmindful of even the 
slightest possibility that such voracious crea- 
tures have arrived, the emotional and finan- 
lal strain could be unbearable. What's worst 

. 


is making the wrong choices when it comes to 
pest control. 


Unique termite baiting tech 

Many homes and structures have endured 
the wrath of infestation because the termiti 
cide they use failed to provide long-term solu- 
tion. In cases like this, there is only one form 
of treatment to use to put an end to these de- 
structive termites: Sentricon Termite Colony 
Elimination System. 

Sentricon, the first to ever bring the unique 
termite baiting technology system locally 
turned out to be the highly efficient and effec- 
tive treatment that could put a stop to recurring 
infestation. In fact, many Sentricon users in and 
around the country have been eternally grateful 
for ensuring their valued possessions, pieces of 
property and even businesses are protected 
from costly damages caused by termites, 


Reliable and safe 
Proven to work without disrupting family 


activities or work schedules, Sentricon is not 
just reliable but safe, thus earning the trust of 
its ever-growing customers who realized that 
the tried and true termite control treatment 
like Sentricon is just what they needed. 

Indeed, the value of a home is intangible. It 
not only serves as fine shelter to building 
dreams and keeping precious memories, but 
also, makes perfect setting to creating lasting 
imprints in the hearts of those living in it. 

So, never settle for something less (or un- 
tried) when it comes to pest control treatmerit 
where your investment and the realization of 
your dreams are at stake. Stick to the one that 
has gained credibility in the country like Sen- 
tricon. 

Keep your home protected from termite in- 
festation with Sentricon Termite Colony Elim- 
ination System and live life right where the 
heart is. 

Keep termites away now! Сай Sentricon at 
850-0276, 920-8374, 861-3403 and 840- 
3874 or visit wwwsentricon.com 


THE UNIQUE architecture of Chalets in Switzerland is recreated at 


two bedrooms, with floor areas 
ranging from 74 to 109 square 
meters, and priced between P3.5 
and 5.5 million 

Architecture and interiors of 
the Grand Quartier heighten the 
rustic ambiance and charm of 
CrossWinds, appealing to families 
with fine tastes for themed 
abodes. The unequaled features 
and prime location of the commu- 
nity give you a raste of the comfort 
and satisfaction of the Swiss life. 

Visitors who wish to join tomor- 
row’s Grand Quartier launch can al- 
so check our Country Finds, a 
cheerful weekend market to 
browse in and buy the best local 
finds: flowering plants, fresh fruits 
and vegetables, love birds, jams 
and other delicacies, baskets, 
woodwork and wrought iron crafts. 

Interested parties may call 
CrossWinds at 850-6986, 850- 
2868 or 850-3084. 


cony and the opportunity to 
breathe in pine-fragranced 
breeze. 


30 units 


‘The Crosswinds Grand Quarti- 
er offers over 30 units of one and 


JOYA GROUNDBREAKING 

Rockwell Land Corp. marks the groundbreaking of ts latest 
condominium masterpiece—Joya at Rockwell. Presiding over the 
traditional laying of the time capsule, from left, are architect Willie 
Coscolluela, Rockwell Land board members George Lichauco and 
Elpidio Ibañez, Rockwell Land president Nestor Padilla, barangay 
captain Nene Lichauco, Rockwell Land board member Joe Guingona 
and Rockwell Land chair Manolo M. Lopez. Joya at Rockwell is a 44- 
and 46-floor twin tower development of contemporary-designed lofts 
and tower apartments soon to rise on the East side of Rockwell Center, 
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LIGHTNESS of being. Space becomes the focus of this sparse composition. Neutral color 
scheme and simple lines helped boost the expansiveness. 
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Minimalism maximized 


By Pinky B. Cruz 


“Minimal means to me only the 
greatest economy in attaining the 
greatest ends."— Carl Andre 


STYLISTIC austerity in the arts. This 
may be the minimal way to define 
minimalism. 

Recently, 1 chanced upon several 
model units in the Fort area that cor 
spicuously carry this style. And I like 
itl Few key furniture pieces, raw natu- 
ral elements, streamlined comfort. 
Gone are the days when, to keep up 
with the Joneses, you have to buy and 
clutter your house with what is en 
vogue. Well, of course, envy is still 
there, but a marked discriminating 
taste has pervaded the sensibilities of 
acity dweller! 


Excess as mess 

Unknown to many, minimalism has 
been here with us way before. The 
philosophy of avoiding excessive 
techniques to produce a piece of art 
can be traced in the works of sculptor 
Carl Andre who once said "Art ex- 
dudes the unnecessary" Today, 25 
years later, those words still ring true, 
‘capturing the true essence of mini- 
malism. It has been popularized in 
design by the chic New York, having 
given rise to what we call loft living. 

1 must admit 1 am a 
song advo 
train of thought. I marvel 
at such discipline to put all 
necessities of living in highly ordered 
inconspicuous storage, putting pre- 
mium to geometry of lines as an ex- 
pression. And such restraint to just 
know when to stop. In the movie “Pol- 
lock,” when the expressionist artist is 
asked how he knows when he is fin- 
ished with a painting, he answered 
with a question, "When do you know 
when you're done making love?" 

Minimalism might.be for some the 
style with a budgetary crisis, and 
maybe it is. But crisis as we know it 
becomes the mother of all ingenui 
Let me unravel the mysteries of mi 
malism in these superfluous times. 


ECHOING the circular motion of the table, the chair composition completes 


the symphony of graceful forms, 


Afew good pieces 
Think of an essay that has been edit- 
ed to contain the least words that say 
the most. Conversely in minimalist inte- 
rior, you only need a few major pieces to 
convey the "story" well. Invest on fur 
nishings that are sleek and refined. You 
dont even have to hurt your pocket 
much. But the things you decde on 
must either be witty or lyri- 


пе of this COMMENTARY <l. in shon, memorable. 


Be elemental 

Stick to using two or three natural 
elements that will play key roles in the. 
highly defining surfaces like floors, а 
focal wall and cupboards. Stainless 
steel and the natural grains of wood 
are favorite picks. 

‘You may choose concrete, stones or 
leather to give the straight edge. The fu- 
sion ofall these elements joined in pre- 
ise and unconventional scale makes 
the vision all the more interesting. 


Modular seating 

Maximizing the space becomes the 
end of minimal settings. 

That is why, instead of the usual 


off-the-floor sofa that we buy, there's 
the lure of compact module seating 
that accommodates more in a subtle 
form, barely disrupting the flow of 
wholeness of space. 


Loud is out 

‘Avoid boring, too masculine look 
by aliowing for comfy tweed or mo- 
hair cushions to soften the angularity 
ofthe minimalist lines. ` 

The usual blunder is to mistake 
minimalism for cold and hard lines, 
forgetting that we design spaces for 
people to feel secure and warm. 


Neutral and natural 

‘The idea is to create a solid clean 
colour palette to establish calmness 
and balance. Nature provides a whole 
range of tints and hints that enlivens 
a minimalist interior. Just be careful 
not to disturb your senses by too 
much color nuisances. 

Remember, it helps to surprise the 
eye with a natural everyday object 
distinguished аз а minimalist focal 
point not a deliberate work of art. 

(Email the author at pinky- 
cruz@creativepost.com ph) 


20 years of building homes, communities Three kinds of wood flooring that suit your lifestyle 


‘THE HOMEOWNERS 
Development Сог. 
led by president 
Jaime I, Hemandez 
celebrates its 20th an- 
niversary this month 
of building homes 
and communities. 

Founded by its 
chair, lawyer Jose C. 
Hernandez, former 
Rizal vice governor, it 
has embarked on sub- 
division development 
in Rizal towns and 
neighboring Мето 
Manila cities like Que- 
zon Ciy, Pasig and 
Caloocan. 


Track record 
HDC has a track- 
record of building 
communities of com- 
fortable, affordable, 
well-designed апі 
structurally sound 
houses with steel-re- 
inforced concrete and 
complete with ameni 
ties. The latest НОС 
community, Birming- 
ham Meadows, is fast 
rising in Rodriguez 
(formerly Montal- 
ban), Rizal. I follows 
the same subdivision 
concept mix pursued 
im earlier projects: 
two-story house-lot 
units, townhouses 
and "home lots for 
middle-income fami- 
lies wanting to move 
in to serene environ- 
ment, but complete 
with amenities and 
facilities at affordable 
prices, or to build 
theirown homes. 


5 models 

Five models are 
available. Gloucester 
mode has 110- 
square-meter floor 
area оп 120-sq-m 
lot, living and dining 
rooms, two sets of 
toilet-bathroom, 
three bedrooms, 
maid's room, bal- 
cony and carport 
Tanai, Northampton 
model has 74-8q-m 
floor, 120-sq-m lot 
area, three bed- 
rooms, two toilet- 
bathroom sets, and 
corpor. Southamp- 
ton model has two 
bedrooms and two 
toilet-bathrooms. 
Coventry and Dover 
townhouse unit has 
50-sq-m floor, 55- to 
63-sq-m lot, two 


pesas ie ~ 


: |8 i i The Premium Е 
5 я ay = е А Paint. 


NORTHAMPTON model | 


bedrooms and bath- 
rooms. 

All house models 
are fined with room 
and kitchen cabinets, 
imported tiles for all 
floors and bathroom 
finishes, prepainted 
long span roofing 
painted steel case- 
ment windows, using 
seel bar, reinforced 
columns and beams 
and flooring for struc- 
tural stability and fin- 
ish 

Birmingham Mead- 
ows homeowmers will 
feel secure and at 
peace with its gated 
community, perimeter 
fence and 24-hour se- 
curity 


Accessible 

The new communi- 
ty isaccessible to Que- 
топ City via the new 
Batasan bridge con- 
necting Batasan Com- 
plex in Quezon City to 
San Mateo and Ro- 
driguez, Rizal. Anoth- 
er route is through the 
Marikina and San Ma- 
teo highways. Ro- 
driguez town is cooler 
than Metro Manila all 
year round, even in 
‘summer. Я 

Birmingham resi- 
dents would not really 
be far from the Uni 
versity of the Philip- 
pines Diliman, Ateneo 
de Manila, Assump- 
tion, St. Scholastica 
Marikina and Montes- 
sori schools. They will 
be some 45 minutes 
drive tothe Philippine 
Heart Center, Ше 
Lung Center, and oth- 
er private and public 
hospitals, With these 
conveniences — plus 
PLDT, Digitel and 
PTET facilities, being 
а Meadows resident is 
like or better than liv- 


Antipolo су; 
Metropolis North Sub- 
division, Deparo 
Road, ` Bagombong, 
Caloocan City; 
Bankers Vilage, Phase 
9, San Mateo, Rizal; 
Metrogreen Village, 
Quirino Highway, No- 
valiches, Quezon City; 


Birmingham Place 1 
and 2, Brookside Hills, 
Саша, Rizal; Bim- 
ingham Homes, 1, 2 
and 3, M. L Quezon 
Avenue — Extension, 
Antipolo Ciy; Birm- 
ingham Sunrse, GSIS 
Road, San Mateo, 
Rizal. 


ing in Meno Manila. 
The developer's office 
may be reached at 
911-2696 or www. 
 hde-tealestate.com. 
HCD has built 18 
subdivisions which in- 
dude Madonna 
Homes, Cainta, Rizal; 
Bridgestone Park 1 
and 2, and Nonh- 
wood Village, Rosario, 
and Metropolis Vil 
lages 1 and 2, Sta. Lu- 
cia, Pasig City; Mar- 
wood Area, Grandval- 
ley Subdivision, An- 
gono, Rizal; Midland 
Homes; — Roosevelt 
Park Subdivision and 
Golden Mile Subdivi- 
sion. Cainta, Rizal; 
Don Bosco Tech Hous- 
ing, Metro Green Vil- 
lage, Sta. Lucia, Pasig 
City; Panorama Hills 
Subdivision, Cupang, 
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Magnificent 
house of worship 
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ITH THE BIRTH of 
Christ fast approaching, 
we will now look at 


some of the world’s notable reli- 


Coast), it has an area of 30,000 
square meters and a height of 518 
feet. 

The Basilica of Our Lady of Peace is also 


the largest and tallest place of worship in 
Africa. Modeled after the Basilica of St. Pe- 
ter in Rome, it cost $300 million to build 
and was constructed between 1985 and 
1989. 

The Basilica of Our Lady of Peace even 
surpassed the Basilica of St. Peter in terms 
of size when the former was finally com- 
pleted. Pope John Paul II himself conse- 
erated the church's cornerstone on Sept. 
10,1990. 


gious landmarks. The Basilica of 
Our Lady of 
Peace (Notre 
Dame de la 
Paix) is listed 
in the Guin- 
ness World 

Records as the world's largest 

۴ church. Located in Yamous- 

soukro, Cóte d' Ivoire (Ivory 


AMAZING 
STRUCTURES 


BASILICA of Our Lady of Peace. Dianne M. Villafuerte 
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THE ROOM with the most yin energy, 
bathrooms and toilets should be kept clean 
and dry atall times. 


Bathrooms 
a feng shui 
liability 
By Dianne М. Villafuerte 

"Psychiatry's chief contribution to philoso- 
phy is the discovery that the toilet is the seat of 


the soul.”—Alexander Chase, (1924-1975) 
US writer 


UT seat of the soul or not, 
Bs bathrooms— 

are considered by practition- 
ers a feng shui liability. According 
to Zaihong Shen, author of "Feng 
Shui, Harmonizing Your Inner and 
Outer Space," the bathroom con- 
tains the most yin energy. This is 
because the bathroom or toilet has 
the most number of water 
sources—the toilet bowl, sink and 
shower or bathtub. Tile and porce- 
lain, the materials most commonly 
used in building bathrooms and 
toilets, likewise give off yin energy. 


Maintaining balance 

Things or objects that inspire yang energy 
such as candles, throw rugs and plush towels 
should be added to the bathroom or toilet. 
Not only will these give your bathrooms an es- 
thetic feel, but more important, these will 
‘maintain balance in the bathroom and toilet, 

Merlina Merton, in her book “Feng Shui for 
Bener Living,” also suggests placing live 
plants in the bathroom and making sure that 
the room is kept clean and dry to play down 
the yin energy. Homeowners may also place а 
small dish of salt under the toilet bowl, but 
make sure that this is flushed away and re- 
placed every week. 

Many of us do not know this but each flush of 
that toilet bowl makes chi go down the 
drain—literally This is not to say that we should. 
save flushing and wait until that bowl brims 
with all those, er, nauseous objects! (Eww!) 
Feng shui experts advise to always put the toilet 
tid down before flushing and also every time the 
toilet is not in use. It is also more preferable to 
keep the toilet and bathroom door shut. 


Unlucky spots 

inauspicious locations for bathrooms and 
toilets are near the houses front door, the 
kitchen area and the center of the home. Since 
toilets and bathrooms host the water element, 
it is most ideal if these are not situated in the 
area of the kitchen so to avoid probability of 
clashing with the fire element. A bathroom or 
toilet located on the second Noor directly 
above the kitchen is also unfavorable because, 
according to Stephanie Robens, author of 
“Fast Feng Shui," this will also extinguish the 
fire energy coming from the kitchen. 

A toilet or bathroom should not be next to, 
opposite or above the front door because it 
will swallow up the entering chi before it сап 
even circulate and flood the home's main en- 
trance with negative energy. 

Merton, however, has solutions for bath- 
rooms which open directly to the kitchen or 
cooking area, One may place a live plant in- 
side the bathroom or toilet or outside the 
door Again, always keep the door to the toilet 
or bathroom closed. For toilets near the main 
door of the house, the occupants should place 
a screen between the front door and the toilet, 
door, affix an automatic closer on the toilet 
door to keep it shut at all times. 

For bathrooms or toilets builtin the center 
of the house, homeowners may paint the walls 
red, decorate the comers of the bathroom with 
a large crystal, а stone or any object of ceramic 
material to balance the energy. Installing а full- 
length mirror on the outside of the door is also 
advisable for bathrooms and toilets with unfa- 
vorable locations in the house. 

Unlucky spot or not, this writer thinks that 
what makes a favorable bathroom or toilet is 
the state that it Is in—elean, hygienic, un- 
stained, immaculate. A toilet may be in the 
least inauspicious area but if it is neglected 
and filthy, then the same negative energy will 
circulate around it and eventually, into the 
home. Asin other rooms of the house, provi 
your tolles and bathrooms a pleasing and re- 
freshing atmosphere, 
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Before Mount Everest was 
discovered, what was the highest 
mountain on our planet? 

PUZZLE ANSWER: Mount Everest, 
‘of course. Gotcha! 
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Homesick for the holidays 


Text by Gino de la Paz and Tals Diaz 
Original artwork by Jason Moss 


ouching down at the airport 
| runway isn't really a big deal 
for most travellers but some- 
how, it’s an especially emotional 
moment for many Filipino balil 
bayans. Notice how more than a 
handful ignore airplane safety reg- 
ulations and immediately unbuck- 
le their seatbelts to collect their 
carry-on luggage and/or switch on 
their cell phones while the plane is 
still taxiing, It kind of makes you 
wonder why they're in such a rush, 
right? But all these rule-breaking 
habits pale in comparison to the ul- 


timate Pinoy quirk—clapping just 
as the plane's wheels hit the tar- 
mac. 

‘This in-flight applause—a phenomenon by 
most cultural and aviation standards—would 
make complete sense If, say, one was coming 
home from Kabui or Fallujah. In which case 
the act of clapping meant that you were still 
aliveand had your rwo hands, а real cause for 
celebration, 

Yer how can one possibly not fee! like cele- 
rating at ће prospect of seeing loved ones 
and old friends after such a long spell of being 
away? Especially during the Christmas season, 
a time when Pinoys take merrymaking to new 
extremes, Case іп point: Parols light up the 
streets as early as Halloween, while Christmas 
trees are up well into Valentine's Day of the fol- 
lowing year. For that alone, some have ob- 
served that Christmastime in the “RI.” is the 


longest in the world. (We should know. We 
started counting down to Christmas after the 
Super! Bazaar in August this year.) 


Bright lights, big city 

Someone who may be familiar with both 
the trip home and the fiesta atmosphere dur- 
ing the holidays is international performer 
Billy Crawford. This balikbayan pop star re- 
cently stopped by Manila and was welcomed 
by legions of appreciative kababayans who all 
wondered what became of the child actor for 
merly known as Billy Joe. Don't look now, but 
heis currently a certified crowd-drawer in Bu- 
rope, especially in France, where his singles 
and albums have hit platinum status. From 

oonwalking a la Jacko, his moves now rival 
Timbo's (Justin Timberlake to you) and 
they're coming to a music video channel neat 
you. 


On a recent cable television interview, Billy 
admitted to boing exiremely close to his Pinay 
mom, who keeps his ego in check with the oc- 
casional smack on the head. Aside from his 
seeming normalness, it's amazing how Billy 
was able to take his "Thats Entertainment” 
past to become an emerging player In the 
global arena. Judging by the warm reception 
of the public, not to mention the overwhelm- 
ing amount of facetime he got in the past few 
days, it's safe to say that Billy Crawford Is one 
success story that all Pinoys have an attach- 
ment to Беспиве we saw him grow up. 

Pinoys may all leave home for different ren- 
sons, Admittedly, it's the prospect of making it 
in the bigger cities which drives people to take 
the risk, Whether you make it or not, i's always 
good to know that you have a home to come 
back to and familiar faces to cheer you on. Don't 
you think thats something worthy of applause? 
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AMUSTA 
po,” were 
the first two 


words that Billy 
Crawford uttered 
on the phone 
when Super! 
called him to do 
this exclusive 
shoot. 

This is coming from 
the same guy whose 
songs are grooving Eu- 
rope at the moment. 
Super! columnist KC 
Concepcion tells me 
that in Paris, she can't 
even get close to him 
since Billy is always 
being mobbed. Once, 
in Stockholm, Swe- 
den, 1 was at a club 
that was a bit on the 
tame side—until the 
DJ played Billy's song. 
The club went from ho 
hum to happening! 

At the party ten- 
dered for him by Uni- 
versal Records boss 
Bella Tan, it was obvi- 
‘ous that Billy was ex- 
hausted from all that 
he had to do (non stop 
tapings, mall tours 
and guestings). Still 
һе obliged and took it 
all in stride. He had a 
film crew from France, 
along with his whole 
team—backup 
dancers, publicist and 
road manager. 

Right before he left, 
ме were able to get 
some down time with 
him at V, where the 
chicks just couldn't stop 
themselves from going 
near him. Despite that, 
he exuded no superstar 
airs- just plain old Billy- 
-the boy who did well. 

Too busy was Billy 
that he almost didn't get 
to sign in our Super! 
guestbook, Betcha by 
Billy, wow! We had to 
track him down all the. 
way to Paris, then to 
Martinique (where is 
that?)—just to get him 
to pencil in his 
thoughts, 


‘The thing about 
fame is that to never 
lose your mind to it. 
The thing I love 
most abont what I do 
is when Pm realizing 
my dreams and it is 
such a wonderful feel- 
ing. 
;People might be 
Shrprised to know 
1 1 do really like my 


4 


The worst thing 


somebody said about me 


was that | had no dreams 


Pinoy ears, 

The 
tant thing I've ever 
learned is that you 
should be patient ай 
the time. 

I wish when I start- 
ed off I've been told to 
work that much. 

The worst thing 
that ever happened to 
me was the long hair 
that I had three years 
ago. 

And what taught 
this to me was to sim- 
ply cutit. 

The secret to happi- 
ness is to benevolate 
first, plus good friends 
and good family that 
could help. 

My best ever outfit 
consisted of a great 
Paul Smith jacket with 
baggy trousers. 

My Super! Satur- 
day night consists of 
hanging out with 
friends while listening 
to good music and then 
maybe later, go to a 
Parisian dancing night 
club. 

The soundtrack to 
my life would include. 
Billy Jean by Michael 
Jackson. 

If [ was invisible 
for a day I would go 
to listen at people's 
comments after every 
sig. 

The thing that 
makes me most angry 
is stupidity. 

If I was the most 
powerful person on 
earth I would try to 
teach more people 
how to be open-mind- 
ed. 

If money were no 
option, 1 would do the 
same, 

When I retire, 1 
would like to dance, 
sing and act again. 

My hero is My Mom! 

The thing that 
makes my life worth 
living is MUSIC 

My greatest hope 
for the future is to keep 
that love for what Im. 
doing. 

The worst thing 
somebody said about 


4 2 | те was that 1 had no 
i My favorite mo- 

х ДС | ments are when I ar 
= Д rive at the stage and I 
T У suddenly feel а 
> К S {- жапе thing in my 

IDD Н: stomach. 

Parmilyang Pinay, A. " T aspire to be the 


same Billy Joe 1 am 
since the beginning. 
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It dawned on me how many girls would warp 
through continents just to be where I was for a day 


Christmas Bair 


ASNEY PRINCESS DOLE. 
‘Attend the DISNEY PRINCESS DOLL СКА! 


CHRISTMAS BALL for FREE ott Dec. 12. 2602 
at SM Megamall Atrium A and get а chance to join 


Me & My Favorite Disney Princess Doll Contest. 7 3 
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Fo join: 
2 Buy any Disney Princess doll or accessories by Simba 
+ Call Smarty Toys at (02) 743-5829 to pre-register & 
lait entey coupon to get into the event for FREE. | 
+ Come 18 your best priticess outfit (amy party dress 
OF BOWE) with your purchased Disney Princess Doll 
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Please preset yout Distiey Priüicess Бой by 
Sba; 1 valid ID wit é anid тендер? 
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Text and photos by Angela V. Ignacio 


RIGHT lights, big city, natu- 
ral prankster, outstanding 
performer. Singer, dancer, 


^ songwriter, actor, producer. The boy 


with the apple cheeks and bowl-cut 
'до is now a man and, ooh la la, 
what a man he's grown up to be. 

Не may have dropped the “Joe,” but every 
now and then, one could still see the frisky lit- 
tle boy who once added spunk to the Tuesday 
group and wooed Manilyn Reynes at five years 
old. While 1 listened to him sing softy to him- 
self in between shows, it dawned on me how 
many girls would warp through continents 
just to be where I was for a day. With his down- 
to-earth demeanor and zany sense of humor, 
who wouldn't? Add to that the fact that he nei- 
ther has even a whiff of attitude nor irksome 
temper tantrums, and you're all set. And, oh, 
did I mention he speaks fluent French? 


No more Joe 

"The face that launched a thousand French 
websites is back on his native вой, albeit for a 
very short time. Billy has shorn off the long 


7:54 алт. Bonjour, Manilal Billy's off to do some 
‘major radio station-hopping, the first thing on his 
insanely long itinerary. Little did we know it was 
going to be a /ооооопд day ahead of us. 


locks and the bubblegum pop image in favor 
ofa sexy new look, a transition similar to that 
of his good friend Justin T. Right now, he's 
bent on putting our motherland right back on 
the map with international awards and а 
brand spanking new album that’s positively 
oozing with hot groove beats and pure, urban 
sensuality, 

Critics raised their qualms: Is he still popu- 
lar here after all these years? Do people still 
remember him? And the whole of Manila re- 
sponded with a resounding “Hell, 
yeahl—greeting him with camera phones, 
album sleeves and sunlit smiles that clearly 
read, “Welcome home, Billy Joe!” (Hard habit 
to break, know) 

Next year, when he begins his UK album 
tour, his Pinoy fans will wait with bated 
breath for more news of his global triumphs. 
Hopefully, a longer visit to Manila will be in 
order as well. Until then, well be breeding 
more danggit for him to munch on. 

He's brought home the bacon; now, let's 
toast to his succéss. While he's singing his 
songs, I'm singing praises. So will the rest of 
the free world. 

E-mail the author at aoshi no miko 
@atenista.net 


8:29 a.m. DJ: “So, what brings you back here?" 
Billy: “Three things: My new album, danggit and 
bagoong." He misses the Philippines so much, 
and he's dying to get back to his roots. Awww, we 
missed you, too. 


12:02 p.m. "Hello Billy!" Flashing toothy grins, the Pink and Chalk 
staffers wait at Dish for Billy to finish his tapings for "Maalaala Mo 
Kaya" and the Breakfast show. Don't worry, he's eating some brunch 
while he's at i 


4:52 a.m. After dropping 
by tive radio stations in 
two hours, it's off to ABS- 
CBN tor various tapings. 
Weask him it he's okay, 
and Bily grins in re- 
sponse, And to think ho Eie 
= i 
A —— totally oblivious to the 
fact that they're start- 
ing to have fans of 
‘their own. Start prao- 
Neng your French, 
gis now lam. 
‘Heh heh heh. 


42:41 p.m. Trés beau 
garçons Vincent (tar 
left), Nicolas and 
Guillaume trom 
French channel MCM 
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12:45 p.m. Having 
had his fil of sore- 
ly missed Filipino 
dishes, Billy's now 
recharged and 
ready to pose for 
Chalk. Ever the pi- 
yo, he keeps mak- 
ing faces at usin 
betwoen clicks 
even when he's 
supposed to look 
serious. 


“wonder itt can 
got some dango 
down here. 


24 Hours with Billy Crawford 


From page C6 


2:06 p.m. ... as shown by the crowd of eager Jour- 
nalists having thelr album jackets signed. 


4:08 p.m. Easy, giis, it's not what it looks like! On. 
the set of "Showbiz # 1," Billy chats with American 
1801 finalist Camile Velasco while waiting for the 
show to start. Both Fil-Am, both immensely suc- 
cessful at a young age. Talk about Pinoy pride! 


4:54 p.m. At the dwRR station, Billy converses 
with DJ China Heart in fluent Filipino. If there's 
опе thing he loves most about himsel, it's the 
fact that he's Pinoy, and a darn proud one at that. 


4207 p.m. It's Pink's turn this time, so Bly quickly 


changes his outfit. After a series of s/ga shots, photogra- 
pher Mags asks him to do one of his dance moves. He then 
starts doing the "running man" with a goofy look on his. 
face, which gets us laughing like crazy. 


q the presscon at the 
vel Billy Joe" effortlessly 
А ter with the press and 

eles to say, he wins. 

artbeat. 


5:08 p.m. During his interview with 
"Rated K," he keeps apologizing if 
he sounds too mayabang, and it's 
hard not to admire his humility. We 
then find out that Billy can have а 
45-minute break, so he requests for 
a dressing room where he can catch 
зоте shuteye. Thank God. 


. Bily bumps into the “TV 

rew on the Way to his tap- 
ing for "Rated К” and dishes outa 
hearty impromptu greeting for the 
primetime viewers. By now he's to- 
tally pooped, but t doesn't show at 
all. What a trooper. 


| 


T4 p.m. After his “Wazzup! Wazzup!” 
guesting, we head back to the dressing room. 
“Pretend that we're clowning around," this. 
writer says. His answer: "Who's pretending?” 


11:23 p.m. Mercifuly the day ends with a dinner party at the house of Mrs. 
Bella Tan, Universal Records’ head honcho. Tim squeezes in his pictorial, 
"where Billy still manages to come off looking totally hot despite his fatigue. 
‘All we can say is, Super! 


8:23 p.m. Exhaustion notwithstanding, he gets the “Morning 
Star" audience all hyped up and grooving while performing 
"Bright Lights" with his hunky dancers. Mr. Pure Energy him- 
self, the indomitable Gary V., would defintely be proud. 


:05 p.m. Sleeping Beauty gets a wake- 
up call гот Alex, his tour manager, He 
fakes a dead man's pose, which didn't sit 
with her too well. But we laugh anyway. 
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This Christmas, treat your senses 
with SMART Infinity. 


Receive the entertainment package of your choice when 
you avail of the Samsung E810 through SMART Infinity. 


‘Choose from four exceptional Samsung Select what fancies you most as you enjoy 
entertainment products — ай designed to the features of your new Samsung E810. 
let you enjoy vivid sound and Images. 
* Rotating VGA camera 
* Flat TV - CT25" * M-Jpeg with sound 
+ DVD - DVD-HD748 * GPRS connectivity 
+ Home Theater — HTDS 420 (400W) + &SKTFT LCD (128 x 160 pixels) 
* Camcorder - SCL906 * Photo CLI 


Choose to connect with SMART Infinity, 
Call 888-1111 today. 


For questions, comments. ог concerns, you may call the SMART Нове at 889-1111; *88B using your SMART celfone: 
the SMART Corporate Hotie и #098, snd a text message to 888 (Standard rate m exces of the FREE TEXT allocation apps); 
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Text and artwork 
by Oliver М, Pulumbarit 


VERY few artists have had such a 

; profound effect on me as Natalie 
‘Merchant has, and still does. She 
has penned many truthful stories 
within tunes that can be thera- 
peutic and exorcising at the same 3 
time. 

This former “frontwoman” of $ 
the folk-inspired alternapop band 
10,000 Maniaes has used a virtu- 
ош combination of infectious 
rhythm and visual simulacra. Her 
artistry has won over a devout fan ff 
base that includes adolescent | 
girls, aging new wave diehards, A 
the adult-contemporary market, 
and celebrated performers like 
The Cures Robert Smith and 
REM's Michael Stipe (he and 
Merchantwere alsoexlovers). Ё 

Many of Merchant's songs can 
be interpreted a zillion ways by 
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' She continuesto { 
shape words into · 
timeless poetry ` 
and tales that are 
mostly absent in 
present-day pop 


different pairs of ears, but some 
ofthem are very specific and liter- 
al, Whichever context these songs 
may be put into, her cerebral in- 
put shaped 10,000 Maniacs’ cre- 
ative vision, their lyrical content 
often derived from Merchants 
compassion towards victims of 
persecution. She employs the 
clever use of words and perspec- 
tives that capture other peoples 
pain and thoughts and sings them 
in her distinctly warm and edgy 
alto. 

Joining the predominantly old- 
er and male band as a teen in the 
early '80s seemed like a foolhardy 
option then. But she showed 
promise as an engaging per- 
former; she is known for impro- 
vising lyrics onstage, as well as 
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WHERE does art photography belong ta? 
-in a galery, right 

Where does beautiful art photography belong to? 
-In a beauty salon, of course. 


European beauty product line Devine 
so kind to sponsor my latest photo-art exhibition at 
Basement Salon, Power Fiant Mall. Forty large 
photos turned one of the top society salons into a 
hip art gallery. Peligro co-owner Abba whipped 
wide section of wid and weird cocktails and 

torus. 


A wide selection repr # every part 
cof society, from show biz ta fashion 
‘Audra Lucero and Armand Sy Valencia of 
and funky Katrina Lagman, discussed po: 
primary colors for Katrina's mohawk while 
Phoemela Barranda and Tim Yap showed interest 
in Puey Quiftones latest fashion extravaganza. 
law photographers Tom Epperson and Eddie Boy 

iscudero talked about how they c 
take goad pictures for a change. B 
Fitz Webb and Manfred enjoyed chatti 

celebrities, Wait a minute, Don't they do that all day 
long? 


Mmmmbh there is nothing ке a 
good scalp massage the next day st Bas 
Salon to flush that hangover out of your syst 


Excuse me now, | think my blue hair is starting to 
fade. Time for a touchup 
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my prerogative," after all. BMG's Britney 
Spears Greatest Hits is totally "toxic." Too 
high, i still can't come down. My head is 
just spinning round and round to Brit- 
ney... Coz Гуе become a slave for her mu- 
sic. Oops! I did it again. 1 just can’t help 
it—hit me Britney, опе moretime! ТҰ 


М І | 
NG BARGAINS DITO 


sa Christmas Bangketa Fair ng Greenhills Shopping Center. 

Fun, fashion, at fantastic bargains in 
over 2,000 stalls ang babati sa iyo sa 
GSC Christmas Bangketa Fair mula 
November 15, 2004 - January 9, 2005. 
Meron pang COD Moving Mannequin 
Show. mula November 19, at 
Fireworks Display on the same day 
рага таз masaya ang sights and 
sounds ng Pasko dito, sa GSC. 
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soples THs dependence ано leaves us 


economical wireratie 1o the spiraling cost ol соз 


and ol in he word marke. And tinge wit олу get 
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тибе unless we reduce our use of coal ando 
жа push or the increased use f renewable energy 


mu 


sources Ше geothermal, wind, biomass, hydro. 
‘nd solar. Speak up and lel the governement know 


you want dean energy. Tert WWF YES 


Your Name» to 2368 for Gobo (P2 0x) 
er og on to ww powerswich org дзн. 

Het now and hep ge! he Renewable Energy 3E 
passed into law. Maybe then he Шале wont bo 


such a hard hing to swallow. 
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The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer. 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 
no less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 
‘See posters and print ads for more details. 
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It’s a little bit funny, this feeling inside... I guess it's 
just that the Christmas season is within us, 
bringing out the cheesy Christmas side in all of us... 


Here's an “artistic” musical lineup from BMG. 
Check it out before singing Jingle Bells’ 


THOUGH TLC's career has been laden with 
drama after Lisa "Left Eye Lopez" died inan 
accident, they've left behind a 10-year legacy 
of excellent music, and in the process 
managed to become the best-selling and 
most influential female group the world has 
ever seen. They just don't want no scrubs. 


KENNY Gis without doubt the best selling 
instrumentalist in the world, with an 
astonishing 70 million records sold during an 
illustrious career that spans three decades. 
‘An international superstar who has earned 
countless prestigious awards as a master 


| craftsman through 13 best-selling albums. He 


seriously needs a perm, though. 


DARYL Hall and John Oates have captured 
their own smooth interpretation of Philly 
soul that has brought them. Not to be 
confused with cereal. 


AFTER leaving the scene for awhile afew 
years ago, Toni Braxton made a comeback 
that showed she was destined to become ап 
industry legend, amassing global sales of 40 
million in albums, singles and videos. So, 
unbreak our hearts, Toni. 


AL __ ni A 


TO WITNESS Whitney Houston’s accolades 
and commercial successes doesn't do justice. 
to the one element that has remained the 
defining factor of this monumental career, 
her voice. The power, beauty and clarity of 
the performance in this collection show why 
Whitney is adored the world over. МС 
Hammer feels the same way. 


IT IS hard to think of Elvis Presley as the 
greatest vocalist of our time and the biggest 
selling artist in the history of pop music. It is 
also amazing how he juggled his career asa 
performer at the tender age of 18. Not only 
was he the embodiment of American popular 
music, he is also regarded as one of America's 
icons from one o' clock, two o' clock, three o' 
clock rock, m 


UNLIKE his colleagues in the industry, Luther 
Vandross did not cross over to widespread 
pop appeal just to earn fame and fortune. But 
hey, he’s here, so who's to complain? 


смену 


MANY were surprised by how such a 
powerful voice belonged to the 21-year-old 
Rick Astley when his single "Never Gonna. 
Give You Up” went to the top of the charts of 
several countries, It seemed as If Astley could 
dono wrong in his domination around the 
globe. Please come to Manilal 


E 


CARLOS Santana continues to radiate his 
global soul, playing new songs, live jams and 
the old hits that brought him popularity and 
‘musical acclaim back in the day of the 
"longhalrs." You're so, so smooth... 


CONSIDERED as one of the "Grand-daddles 
of HipHop," Run DMC broke the barriers in 
both sound and sales, their charismatic flows 
and production took the music industry by 
storm, Yo, уез, yes, yol 
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THE 
MERCHANT 
of music 
delivers 
songs witha 


message. | 


Natalie Merchant Ar 
$ 


From page DI 
dancing up her otherworldly 
combo of traditional and ethnic 
moves. The singer would later 
pursue a career minus the Mani- 
acs, citing that she didn’t want to 
make “art by committee” any- 
more. 

In {һе 12 years that she spent 
with them, the band made six al- 
bums, four of which enjoyed re- 
sounding commercial success. In 
some of them, she designed their 
lyric sheets to look like very read- 
able book chapters. 

Merchant and the Maniacs 
briefly “reunited” early this year 
for a two-CD retrospective, 
“Campfire Songs,” which con- 
tains radio hits and previously 
unreleased material. This fol- 
lows Merchants fifth solo re- 
lease, "The House Carpenters 
Daughter" an independent al- 
bum where she covers obscure 
folk anthems. 

‘The multiple “Parent-Teacher 
Award" winner still continues to 
sketch, paint, garden and write 
haikus and songs during her days 


off. Now a new mom, ardent fans 


like myself are looking forward to у 


hearing how this change makes 
her music all the more pic- 
turesque and heart-tugging. 

A rundown of some of Natalie 
Merchants subject matter and 
the corresponding songs: 

Illiteracy. In the song "Cherry 
Tree," Merchant speaks as an el- 
derly person who can't read: “Tve 
been watching, and wondering/ 
why your face is changing with 
every line you read." 

War. “The Big Parade" is an 
emotional eulogy for soldiers 
killed in Vietnam, while "Grey 
Victory" describes in vivid detail 
the immediate destruction 
caused by the atomic bomb. 

Self-esteem’ for adolescent 
girls.The playful ditry "Tell Your- 
Self" contains the piercing line: 
“You'll never be like the anorexie 
beauties in the magazines." 

Mourning a loved one’s pass- 
ing. She takes the persona of an 
old man whose wife of 50 years 
died of a painful illness 
“Beloved Wife.” Another song, 


"River" is dedicated to Мег 
chants actor friend, River 
Phoenix. 

Multiple personality disor- 
der. In "Katrina's Fair,” some of 
Merchant's most vivid imagery is 
featured. One of nine different 
personalities has а unique hob- 
by: “Be careful not to spoil her/ 
Calico printed pinafore compos- 
ite traits mannerists/ all others 
dissipate!” 2 

Family Fond memories 
abound in “Tension Makes a Tan- 
gle,” while a daughter reaches 


ош to a problematic. parent in 
"Trouble Me.” In “Cotton Alley,” 
the perspective is that of a little 
girl's and her troubles with her 
prankster brother. 

Sex and violence in enter- 
tainment. “Candy Everybody 
Wants" is a caustic commentary 
about crass entertainment ploys: 
“if blood and love taste so sweet/ 
then we give ‘em what they 
want!” 

Injustice. She sings as a black 


man wrongfully accused in “Tm Not” - 


the Man." "Among the Americans" 
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tummar that Santa rocelved т 
System wil send a lexi message ta the 
forming пупе of tha chis wish with any 
lowing discount mobie coupons: 
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rent 


+ 20% discount (P-1,000 off with every 14° 
Robosapien purchase at 
Staton, Rustan and Тоу 
in GMA. Cavite, Pampanga and Batenges 
from December 10 10 January 15. 
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decries the fate of Native Americans. 
“Saint Judas” is an angry holler 
against human rights violations. 

Personal Heroes. "Hey Jack 
Kerouac” extols the legendary 
beat poet: "Hip flask slinging mad- 
men/ steaming café flirts/ they all 
spoke through you.” Her ethereal 
ballad "Henry Darger, meanwhile, 
is about an eccentric artist who 
drew stories for children. 

Gratitude. Lyrically, "Kind and 
Generous" is Merchant's simplest 
song, but its one of her favorites. 
Thousands of people in her con- 
certs sing along to its "Thankyou, 
thank you” parts. 

Poverty. A mother tells the dif- 
ficulty of being poor in “Dust 
Bowl.” Truly a morose ballad and 
а topic that few people sing 
about. 

Female archetypes. “Ophelia” 
cleverly gathers seven different 
women of the same name. This 
was also a short film where Mer- 
chant starred as the various char- 
acters. Clips of it show an existing 
sense of humor! 


|р: 


Concerned parents. She sings 
about a strong lady from the 
home front in "My Mother the 
War" and an angry family man in 
“Poison in the Well.” 

Philosophy. “Everyone а Puz- 
де Lover" delivers sharp wit as 
she addresses befuddling issues 
such as morality, belief systems 
and social status. 

Child abuse. Really bad par- 
ents inflict physical abuse im 
"What's the Matter Here?" A vari- 
ation on the theme, verbal abuse, 
inspired "Life is Sweet.” 

Religion. A dreary exploration 
into a fanatic's overzealousness is 
captured in “Jubilee,” while 
"Planned Obsolescence” deals 
with the eternal conflict between 
science and religion. oe 

Same-gender attraction. 
“Stockton Gala Days" focuses on 
a tight friendship between two 
girls. It can be seen as gay, as the 
first-person perspective reveals: 
"How I learned to hide, Ive 
locked inside, you'd be surprised 
if shown/ But you'll never, you'll 
never know." 

Doomed relationships. A 
weary wife contemplates end- 
ing a marriage in “Jezebel,” 
which may also be a metaphor 
for Merchant's “divorcing” 
10,000 Maniacs. She's a woman 
scorned in “Seven Years.” The 
forceful "Don't Talk" revolves 
around a bond partly ruined by 
drunkenness. 

Inner strength, “Build a Lev- 
ec" recalls a mother's advice on 
deceptive temptation, while 
“Headstrong” is a very personal 
declaration of independence: 
“You're talking to a deaf stone 
wall,” indeed. 

Celebration, “Wonder” сап 
be interpreted аз a song about 
discovering one's worth and in: 
dividuality, "Eden" illustrates-a 
colorful picture of life and find. 
ing contentment. “These -aré 
Days" is a melodic, optimistic 


'. ‘rock hymn, a comforting depic! 
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Natalie Merchant ... 


From page DI A 


dancing up her otherworldly 
combo of traditional and ethnic 
moves, The singer would later 
pursue a career minus the Mani- 
acs, citing that she didn’t want to 
make “art by committee” any- 
more. 

In the 12 years that she spent 
with them, the band made six al- 
bums, four of which enjoyed re- 
sounding commercial success. In 
some of them, she designed their 
lyric sheets to look like very read- 


the Maniacs 
briefly “reunited” early this year 
for a two-CD retrospective, 
"Campfire Songs," which con- 
tains radio hits and previously 
unreleased material. This fol- 
lows Merchants fifth solo re- 
lease, "The House Carpenter's 
Daughter" am independent al- 
bum where she covers obscure 
folk anthems. 

The multiple "Parent-Teacher 
Award” winner still continues to 
sketch, paint, garden and write 
haikus and songs during her days 


\ off. Now a new mom, ardent fans 
like myself are looking forward to 
hearing how this change makes 
her music all the more pic- 
turesque and heart-tugging. 

А rundown of some of Natalie 
Merchants subject matter and 
the corresponding songs: 

illiteracy. In the song “Cherry 
Tree," Merchant speaks as an el- 
derly person who can't rea 
been watching, and wonder 
why your face is changing with 
every line you read." 

War, “The Big Parade" is an 
emotional eulogy for soldiers 
killed in Vietnam, while “Grey 
Victory" describes in vivid detail 
the immediate destruction 
caused by the atomic bomb. 

Self-esteem for adolescent 
girls.The playful ditty “Tell Your- 
self” contains the piercing line: 
“You'll never be like the anorexic 
beauties in the magazines.” 

‘Mourning a loved one's 
ing. She takes the persona 
old man whose wife of 50 years 
died of a painful illness im 
“Beloved Wife.” Another song, 
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“River” is dedicated to Мег 
chants actor friend, River 
Phoenix. 

Multiple personality disor- 
der. In "Katrina's Fair,” some of 
Merchant's most vivid imagery is 
featured. One of nine different 
personalities has a unique hob- 
by: "Be careful not to spoil her/ 
Calico printed pinafore compos- 
ite traits mannerists/ all others 
dissipate!” 

Family Fond memories 
abound in "Tension Makes a Tan- 
gle,” while a daughter reaches 
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out to a problematic. parent in 
“Trouble Me." In “Cotton Alley" 
the perspective is that of a little 
girl's and her troubles with her 
prankster brother. 

Sex and violence in enter- 
tainment. "Candy Everybody 
Wants" is a caustic commentary 
about crass entertainment ploys: 
“If blood and love taste so sweet/ 
then we give ‘em what they 
want” 

Injustice. She sings as a black 
man wrongfully accused in "Tm Not 
the Man.” “Among the Americans” 


99103, 


decries the fate of Native Americans. 
“Saint Judas" is an angry holler 
against human rights violations, 

Personal Heroes. “Hey Jack 
Kerouack" extols the legendary 
beat poet: “Hip flask slinging mad- 
men/ steaming café flirts/ they all 
spoke through you.” Her ethereal 
ballad “Henry Darger, meanwhile, 
is about an eccentric artist who 
drew stories for children. 

Gratitude. Lyrically, “Kind and 
Generous” is Merchants simplest 
song, but it's one of her favorites. 
Thousands of people in her con- 
certs sing along to its "Thank you, 
thank you" parts. 

Poverty. A mother tells the dif- 
ficulty of being poor in "Dust 
Bowl." Truly a morose ballad and 
a topic that few people sing 
about, 

Female archetypes. “Opheli 
cleverly gathers seven differént 
women of the same name. This 
was also a short film where Mer- 
chant starred as the various char- 
acters. Clips of it show an existing 
sense of humor! 


D: 


Concerned parents. She sings 
about a strong lady from the 
home front in "My Mother the 
War,” and an angry family man in 
"Poison in the Well." 

Philosophy. “Everyone a Puz- 
zle Lover" delivers sharp wit as 
she addresses befuddling issues 
such as morality, belief systems 
and social status, 

Child abuse. Really bad par- 
ents inflict physical abuse in 
“What's the Matter Here?" A vari- 
ation on the theme, verbal abuse, 


Religion. A dreary exploration 
into a fanatic's overzealousne: 
captured in “Jubilee,” while 
“Planned Obsolescence” deals 
with the eternal conflict between 
science and religion. 

Same-gender attraction. 
"Stockton Gala Days" focuses on. 
a tight friendship between two 
girls. It can be seen as gay, as the 
first-person perspective reveals: 
"How 1 leamed to hide, Tve 
locked inside, you'd be surprised 
if shown/ But you'll never, you'll 
never know." 

Doomed relationships. A 
weary wife contemplates end- 
ing a marriage in “Jezebel,” 
which may also be a metaphor 
for Merchant's “divorcing” 
10,000 Maniacs. She's a woman 
scorned in "Seven Years.” The 
forceful “Don’t Talk” revolves 
around a bond partly ruined by 
drunkenness. 

Inner strength. “Build a Lev- 
ee" recalls a mother’s advice on 
deceptive temptations, while 
“Headstrong” is а very personal 
declaration of independence. 
“You're talking to a deaf stone 
wall," indeed. 

Celebration. "Wonder" can 
be interpreted as a song about 
discovering one's worth and in- 
dividuality. "Eden" illustrates а 
colorful picture of life and find- 
ing contentment., "These-are 
Days” is a melodic, optimistic 
rock hymn, a comforting depict 
tion of happiness. 
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Tim Yap. 
Photos by Cario Ma. Guerrero 


? Rockers ara never scared to get wet. 
Infect, the NU Rock Awards gave rollers more 
Teasons to revelin the torrents of music and 
madness that usually comes with the annual 
wards fete which just gets bigger and better 
tweryyear. 


WHAT: Atom Henares! bets-andeather fest 
also known asthe NU 107 Rock Awards held at 
the World Trade Center, 


3WHO: Thousands of head banging, Red Horse 
Towing folk out to rock they sea the Sun, 
Bimbos and Bamboo on the seme stage. An 
anything goes showcase of what the local 
scene has to offer. A surprise performance by 
UK rock ect The Barbs. 


WHO ELSE: This year, models made a scene, 
Phoemela Baranda, Rissa Samson and 
Nicolette Boll as presenters. spotted John 
Lloyd Cruz and za Calzado in a sea of rocker 
dudes and dudettes. Bold stare continued to 
ule Ara Mina, Aubrey Miles did more than just 

inswer your phone via their ringtunes. But Asia 
Арсгой stole the scene when sha rubbed 
Atom's birdie (actually the eagle on his buckle 
bek} and flashad her own toy-a battery- 
operatedbluerubberdido! And the crowd went 
wid. "Asia! Asiat Asia" they screamed, not 
referring to our continent, but tothe heavenly 
bodyinfrontof them.. 
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By Tim Yap. 
ios by Carlo Ma. Guerrero 


2 Rockers аге never scared to get wet. 
Infact the NU Rock Awards gave rollers more 
feasons to revelin the torrents of music and 
madness that usually comes with the annual 
‘awards fete which just gets bigger end better 
very year. 


j WHAT: Atom Henares’ belts-andieather fest 
‘alsa known es the NU 107 Rock Awards held at 
the World Trade Center. 


Ў wo Thousands of head banging, Red Horse 


loving folk out to rock tl they see the Sun, 
Bimbos and Bamboo on the same stage. AN 
anything goes showcase of what the local 
‘scene has to offer. А surprise performance by 


1 UK rock ect The Barbs, 


j WHO ELSE: This year, models made a scene, 

4 Phoemela Barenda, Rissa Samson and 
Nicolette Bell as presenters. | spotted John 
Uoyd Cruzandiza Calzada in a sea of rocker 
dudes and dudettes. Bold stara continued to 
ule. Ara Mina, Aubrey Miles did more than just 
answer your phone via their ringtunes. But Asia 
Адсаой stole the scene when she rubbed 
Atoms birdie (actualy the eagle on his buckle 
belt) and fieshed her own toy-a battery- 

S operated.blue rubber-dido! And the crowd went 
wid. “Asia! Asia! Asia!" they screamed, not 
teferring to our continent, but to the heavenly 
bodyinfrontof them. 


Gash was Bamboo's right with th 
trowd agreeing in unison with every award that 
came their wey. Their final sang, Noypî has 
‘become the year's undisputed rock anthem, Hoyt 
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2004 NU107 
rock awards 


Best new artist: Orange and 
Lemons 

Band of the year: Bamboo 
Song of the year: Noypi by 
Bamboo 

Album of the year: Influence 
by Urbandub 

Best music video: Astro by 
Radioactive Sago Project 
Directed by R.A. Rivera 
Best album packaging: 
Novena by Slapshock 
Designed by Willie A. Mon- 
zon and Team Manila 
Vocalist of the year: Bam- 
boo Marialac of Bamboo 
Guitarist of the year: Jerome 
Astro Velasco of The Mon- 
gols 

Bassist of the year: Buddy 
Zabala of Twisted Halo and 
Cambio 

Drummer of the year: Vic 
Mercado of Bamboo 
Producer of the year: Sand- 
wich for Thanks to the 
Moon's Gravitational Pull 
Raw award; The Late Isabel 
Rising Sun award: Sponge 
Cola 

Female rock icon: Cynthia 
Alexander 

Hall of Fame: The Jerks 
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Promo Period: Sept 27- Dec. 14, 2004 

1 Deadline of Entries: 

] Movthly Draws: October 17 and Nov. 17, 2004 
Grand Draw: Dec. 14, 2004 

V Draw Dates: 

[Monthly Draw: October 22 and Nov 22, 2004 

j nd Draw: Dec 21,2004 


1 See posters and print ads for dean 
Per DTI Permit No. 2147, series of 2004 
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Plus other cool prizes!, 


` The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer everyday. Cut out, put your name, address and 
signature. Drop at designated drop boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates its 19th anniversary. Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 


Grand Prize 
Toyota Alls 1.83 MIT 


Prizes (Оса winnar por om) 


MONTHLY DRAW 
Octobor Draw 
IPAQ rziT10 
Оутров MIU300 
Finepix 2202 
Epson Printer 
Biackbeny 7230 
Canon ATO Digicam 
2068 Pod 


November Draw 
E1127 

HP дМ50 Ролана Printer 
Olympus MIURDO 

Арк 402 

Epson Pinter 
p] 
Motorola MPX 200 
Motorola C300 


Consclaion 
Sam are 72 
Sims 400 
imo 
Боот 
Epson Pri 
Panasonic x500 
пазл 700 
eere] 
anon A7 Digicam 
Mato Ex 
мавз 6850 
Moos VS 
КЕ 
2008 od 
Motos Савр, 
Panasonic 1900 
[3 
Epson CXG300 Pinar 
Geren ATO Digicam 
PROMO MECHANICS 


a) Each copy of the Philippine Dally Inqulrar wil contaln a specially- 
marked coupon featuring бшуйо, te broadshaet'stlustrated carabao 
icon, hidden in one of the pagas. Tho hidden Guyito will appear in 
tho PDI dally пот September 27 о Decornbor 14, 2004. 

b) Participant cen then cut-out the Guytto coupon, write down legibly 
fer name, address, contaci number and affx signature on Пе banks 
provided, and send to Phiippina Daly inquire ойсев or drop in drop. 
boxes. Only onginal Guylt coupons wil be considored valid entras. 
Original coupons are marked withthe Guylto Wid Hunt promo logo. 
Only one Guyito coupon wil ba featured in each Inqurer Issue from. 
Monday lo Saturday. Thora wil be two Guyto coupons featured in 


шї а 


iPod EPSON 
palmOne 


Panasonic 
deus for hte 


d) There are two ways to send entries: 
|. Mal io: 

Guyîto Wild Hunt: Inquirer 1h Anniversary Promo 

‘fo POI Bulding Don Chino Roces Avenue, 

Comar Yague and Mascardo Siroots, Makati Cy 

L Drop in drop boxas located at he following: 

Robinsons Movieworid cinema lobbies (ай branches) 

Glorietta mall 

Gloratta 1 Cinema Lobby 

Glorietta 4 Cinema Lobby 

Greenbelt 1 Cinema Lobby 

Greenbelt 1 Май 

Greenbelt 3 Customer Service 

Greenbelt 3 Cinema Lobby 

‘Alabang Town Center Mall 

‘Alabang Town Center Cinema Lobby 

Ayala Center Cebu Mall 

‘Ayala Center Cebu Cinema Lobby 

‘Netopia (al branches) 

LBC (all branches) 


For the monihiy draws, deadino of entres are on October 17 and November 
17. Monthly winners will be drawn on October 22 and November 22, 3pm, 
at ihe Philippine Dally Inquirer head office. Winners wil be notified thru a 
hone call and registered тай from a Рһарріпе Саду Inquirer representativa. 
Non-winning entnes par draw willbe Included In the succeeding draws. 
‘The fist of monthly winners Wil bo published within two weeks after 
the draw. 

Daadina of antes for the grand draw ls on Decembar 14. Майес-п entries 
musi be received by December 17. Grand draw and consolston prze 
‘winners willbe drawn on December 21, 2004 at 12nn. Grand prize winner 
‘wal win a brand new Toyota Alls. 

А winnar can only win once por draw. If a name gels drawn more than 
‘once, he/she gels he prize of higher value. Prize calegones are: monthly 
prize. consolalion prize, and grand prize. 


Q moronora 
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All winners below 18 years of aga need to be with thelr legal guardian to 
Calm prize. Both the minor and the parent/guardian should present valid 
identification. The latter should also present proof that he/she Is the logal 
guardian of the minor. 

Prizes ere transferable but not convertible to cash, 

Formors questions call Ms. Ching dela Cruz of Inquite’s Markellng Department 
‘91897-8808 loc 237. 

Маго Manila winnars may claim thelr prios at the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
Office al the Philippine Dally Inquirer Bulging, Chino Roces Avanuo (Pasong 
Famo) comer Yague and Mascardo Sts., Makal City. Provincial winners may 
світ thai prizes at the nearest Inquirer office Indicated on the registered 
mall Winners may cialm their prize Кот October 18. 

Al winners must present tha following to an authorized Philippine Dally 
‘inquirer representative: 

(1) Two valid IDs wilh complete raal name, picture and correct addrass. 
Pholocoples of any of to two documents (Le. birth cerifcate, mariage 
contract SSS ID, drivers license, school ID andlor passport) should 
be submitted upon claiming of prze. 

(2) Registered mali nat te Philippine Dally Inquirer sont to the winner of 
"ho Guylto Wild Hunt тае draw. 

(3) Reprasaniative's valid identification and authorization latter from the 
winner (i prao Is claimed through а representative) 

m) Al prizes must Бе claimed within sity (60) days from receipt of notifeation 
el and registered mali (whichover comes last from an authonzed Рпрп 
Daly inquirer representative. 

n) Al unclaimed prizes alter the sald date shal be forfeited In favor of PDI with 
prior DTI approval 


PROMO EXCLUSIONS: 


Ай employees of Philippine Dally Inquirer, Harrison Communications and thalr 
‘elativas up lo Second degree of consanguinity ог affinity are not eligible to join 
tha promo. 


Lovena! 
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Inquirer sup namefcity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Super! is looking for creative 
capers searching for an 
outlet. 

It doesn't matter if you have a 
previous mental record, if you 
eat cereal for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, or if you 
have a penchant for the Sex 
Bomb Dancers. (We've got 
our own quirks, so no 
judgment) 

Stop writing on your wall, quit 
painting with nail polish, don't 
waste your ramblings on 
friends who don't listen. 
Prepare your portfolios, 
summon your creativity, 
gather enough courage and 
wow us today, 

when you show up at the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer for 
the screening of the new 
members of the Super! team. 
We need writers, 
photographers, stylists and 
artists. 

Start strutting your stuff 

at 2 p.m. Screening will 
officially start at 3:30 p.m. 
Please come in costume. 
(And here's a tip: 

practice a monologue on why 
you think you're Super!) 


RA185 Smile in Your Heart 
RA184 Minsan Lang Kitang Iibigin 


RA182 Sana Kahit Minsan 


Barry Manilow 

RADO Old Songs 

RAO53 Can't Smile Without You 
RAOSS Copacabana 

RA066 | Write The Songs. 

ВАОТТ Mandy 

RA091 Somewhere Down The Road 


Blue 

ЕА127 if You Come Back 

EA128 One Love 

EA130 Fy Ву! 

EA134 Too Close 

A133 Signed, Sealed, Delivered 
Tm Yours 


Coldplay 

EA119 in My Place 

EA120 Don't Panic. 

EA121 The Scientist 

EA122 God Put A Smile Upon Your Face 


Depeche Mode 
EAQQ6 Its No Good 

EAO08 People Are People 
EAQ99 Blasphemous Rumours- 
EA101 Enjoy The Sience 
EA102 Everytting Counts 
EA105 Master And Servant 


Elvis Presley 

RAQ48 Al Shook Up 

RAO49 Are You Lonesome Tonight 
RA051 Blue Suede Shoes 
RAOS2 Can't Help Falling in Love 
RA060 Hound Dog 

RAG? It's Now Or Never 

НАОТО Jailhouse Rock. 

А076 Love Me Tender 

RA093 Suspicious Mind 


Eraserheads 
RA181 Magasin 
RA180 With A Smile 
RA179 Huling Ei Bimbo 
RA178 Over Drive 
RA177 Pare Ko 


Francis Magalona 
RA212 Three Stars And A Sun 

RA211 Bow Wow Wow 

RA210 Gri Be Mine 

RA209 Kaleidoscope World 

RA208 Kabataan Para Sa Kinabukasan 


James Ingram. 

RAO82 One Hundred Ways 
RA050 Baby Come To Me 
RA063 | Don't Have The Heart. 
RA072 Just Once 

RA104 Yah Mo Be There 


Jimmy Bondoc 

RA215 Akin Na Lang Sana Siya 
RA214 The Man I Was With You 
RA213 Let Me Be The One 


Joey de Leon 
RA191 Dalii 
RA190 Thin Gil 
RA189 Paepek Epek 
RA188 Bakit Puppy 
RA167 Canton 


Justin Timbertake 
RA026 Like Love You 
RA029 Rock Your Body 
RA030 Señorita 


Kenny б. 

RA056 Giri From Ipanema 
RA058 Havana 

RA083 One More Time 
RA066 Paradise 

RA094 The Look Of Love 
А103 Wonderful World 


Luke Mejares 

RA219 214 

RA218 Just A Smile Away 
RA217 Living Without You 
RA216 Paano Na 


Rivermaya 


| RA207 Kisapmata 


RA206 Awit Ng Kabataan 
ВА2О5 214 
RA204 Шап 
RA203 Hinahanap-hanap Kita 


Rod Stewart 

RA064 1 Only Have Eyes For You 
RA067 ГЇ Be Seeing You 

А088 Smile 

RA090 Someone To Watch Over Me 
RA085 The Nearness Of You 

RA098 The Way You Look Tonight 
RAQ99 They Can't Take That Away 
RA100 Til There Was You 


Yano 

RA196 Esem 
ВА195 Kaka 
RA194 Kamusta Ka 
RA193 Tsinelas 
RA192 Banal Na Aso 


Text the <CODE> to 2332 Ex: Text RA186 to 2332. 
For your free list of our full range of ringback tones, text LIST to 2332 


Toisten to a ringback, 
text H «CODE» to 2332 
Ex Text H RA186 to 2332 


You wili receive a text message to call 2332. 


Rates: 
per min. call, P5.00 

er info request, P2.50 

рег download, P30.00 for 30 days 


+ LOVE YOUR FRIEND'S RINGBACK? NOW YOU CAN COPY ITI 
‘Send COPY «Your Friend's 11-digit Globe #> to 2332 
Ex COPY 09171234567 102332 


GIVE RINGBACK TONES TO YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 
Text GIVE <Your Friend's 11-digit Globe #> <CODE> to 2332 
‘Ex GIVE 09171234567 RATEE to 2332 


Indulge 


at gts 3D of 


Regular Ringback rates apply 


Enjoy ар to 35% dise race Sele from December 3 te 31, 2004. 


Porc a aun H YS ham oh poc cen piney eed шн. 
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starrer ana Engr us making great things possible / ebe 
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ч 1 
[Raise your right hand] 
|. (say your лата out loud), am а superhero. / 


Idon'thave Scape.|don'thavea phone E 
booth to change costumes in. | don't 

havea sidekick or a steh butler. 

But | know the world needs me. 

[say this line outloud—twice) 

And when the wérld needs 

me; answer its og 


{вау your name but loud again], am а superhero. 


| don't need а сёре don't need a phone booth to change 
cóstufnes in. I don't need a sidekick or à stern butler. Kaye yen, 
ng powers ko. ЕЙ ч К. 


Ihave eyes to see everything thatis wrong around me.1have & 
ears to hear the pleas.of the wounded. | сап smell evil (now — 4 
sniff around like а dog). can taste deceit with my tongue. can 
feel negativity—itis my enemy. 13 
uf 


And! fight every day. Along with cavities. 


My super powers are built on fresh breath confidence and ой 1 
«control feeriessness--and the knowledge that | am not Н 
* invincible. Realizing that | am fallible makes me strive harder to 
1 do morgin my limited time. + 


I don't have to jump from Burning buildings and knock villains out 
, tobe a superhero. I write; | sing [sing your favorite song here—out 
# loud | love, | discover; Iteach—that’s my blueprint for making the” . 
gwordabeterplace 4 : 


Ñ There аге superheroes who beautify the world by making sure} 4 
z youlookyour best., " 7, » sf 
* There are superheroes who keep you warm with lovely 

clothes, superheroes who make sure you never go hungry. 

There are superheroes who send you load. There are 

superheroes who entertain the weary and the wasted. 

There are superheroes who drive you around, superheroes 

who guard your door, superheroes who wash your clothes, 

There are superheroes who give birth to more superheroes 

foal your mom and dad and thank them). 


Everyone's a superhero? f 
V {вау your namie out loud--yes,again] am a superhero. 


Idon't have my own movie—yet, | haven't appeared in 
Mulawin-yet, I don't even have а comic baok—but 
that's okay, 'm happy with my blog. 


A my own ways, Ifiy-just dont askme how. 


‘lama superhers, You are а superhero. And our 
world is calling. 


к 
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(Raise your мама 
[укан loud), em a superhero. 


1 don't have 8 cape. | don't have a phone 
booth to change costumes in. | don't 
have a sidekick ог a stern butier. 

But | know the world needs me. 

{sey this line outJoud—twice) 

And when the world needs 

me, l answer its cal; $ 


{1 
1 [gay your name but laud again}, am a superhero, 


| don't need а саре don't need a phone booth to change 
costumes in. don't need a sidekick or a stern butler. Kaya yan 
ng powers ko 


Ihave eyes to see everything that is wrong around me. Ihave 
ears to heer the pleas of the wounded. | can smell evil (now 
sniff around like a dog). cen taste deceit with my tongue. | can 
feel negativity—it is my enemy. 


And | fight every day. Along with cavities. 


My super powers are built on fresh breath confidence and oil 
control fearlessness—and the knowledge that | am not 
invincible. Realizing thet | am fallible makes me strive harder to 
do more in my limited time. , 


{don't have to jump from burning buildings and knock vilsins out 
to be а superhero. | write, sing {sing your favorite song here—out 
loud), love, | discover, Itesch-that/s my blueprint for making the 
world a better place. :з 


There are superheroes who beautify the world by making sure 
you look your best. 

There are superheroes who keep you warm with lovely 

clothes, superheroes who make sure you never go hungry. 

There are superheroes who send you load. There are 
superheroes who entertain the weary and the wasted. 

There are superheroes who drive you around, superheroes 

who guard your door, superheroes who wash your clothes, 
There are superheroes who give birth to more superheroes 

{call your mom and dad and thank them), 


Everyone's а superher 
|, {say your name out ioud—yes, again), am а superhero. 


Idon't have my awn movie—yet, | haven't appeared in 
Mulawin—yet, | don't even have a comic book—but 
that's okay, l'm happy with my blog 


In my own weye, | fly just don't ask me how. 


% Jama superhero. You are a superhero. And our 
world is calling. 
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By Tim Yap 
Photos by Mark Nicdao 


«<P FIRST, Geoff Eigenmann 
didn't know*how ‘to’ deal 
with his newfound fame. 

‘As the star of “Hiram,” music channel 

MYX's latest addition to its VJ platter, and 
one of the mainstays of ASAP Fanatic, Ge- 
off is now in the center of the showbiz "it 
boy" spotlight. And this is just the begin- 
ning. 
‘After being noticed as the lead in a tele- 
‘com commercial, he has soared on the big 
screen, starring in a movie opposite Heart 
Evangelista, plus a string of commercials 
soon to hit your TV screen faster than you 
can say Eigenmann. 

Last week saw the launch of his Human 
campaign, where һе dons sassy 
sportswear for the” Super! generation. 
Who better to don play apparel than the 
guy who can make hormones go on over- 
drive? 

Geoff's appeal stems from, quite simply, 


being a simple guy. In fact, his being on the 
chubby side even endears him to more peo- 
ple. “But Tm trying to lose more weight m 
‘on the South Beach Dier,” he admits : 


Before being entrenched within- едгм» Й 


show biz jungle, Geoff was the kind of guy < 
who would rather stay home during week- 
ends and play frisbee with his close bud- 
dies. 

"These days, however, he can't go out with- 
out being adulated. "Now he gets special 
treatment, freebies in restaurants," said an in- 
sider. 

But he always remembers what his mom” 
Gina (he is the second of three kids of re- 
spected actors Gina Alajar and Michael De 
Mesa) tells him. “Always keep your feet on 
the ground. Everything is passing—wag 
magpapalaki ng ulo.” 

“This is ай happening too fast, so I would 
want to take it slow” the new Human en- 
dorser confides to this writer. 

Industry insiders say he is being 
groomed as the next Ыр matinee idol. 
One look at his photos and you'll spot an 
uncanny resemblance to the guy who 
loves Chickenjoy. 

‘Outside his glitz biz persona, Geoff 
is a frustrated rock star who looks up 
to Incubus. If he were given the 
chance to do his own show, he would. 
Topt to do something a la Johnny 
Knoxville in Jackass, or Ashton 

Kutcher's Punk'd. 3 

Stylewise, he is your normal jeans 
kind sneakers kind of guy, with one 
great quirk—he is a hat freak. He, 


GE ж 


owns a million and one 
hhats—a pink hat and rose tint- 
ed shades being his favorite ac- 
# cessories. 
" — In fact, this matinee idol in 
training is partial to the color. 
pink. His whole room is colored 
pink. He loves all shades of pink, 
from salmon to fuchsia, 
And he even once dyed his hair 
orange. Now isn't that so refresh- 
ing? A soon-to-be pin up boy of 
this generation that defies cookie 
cutter logic, unafraid to be himself, 
and devoid of the airs that typify 
newbies who get shoved in the 
limelight. 

Here, Geoff gets to “move it" and 
finds some time out of his 24 hour 
taping schedule to log in our Super! 
Human guestbook, 


‘The thing about fame is that you 
have to take it as and grab the oppor- 
tunity presented to you because it may 
not come again and it might not last, so 
make the best of it 

The thing I love most about what I 

do is making the fans happy. 

People might be surprised to 
know that I can eat crabs without us- 
ing my hands but with a spoon and 
fork! 

‘The most important thing Гуе ever 
learned is that life will always be full of 
challenges that are put there by the Lord 
to make you a better person and that you 
до have to live each day to the fullest and 
not hold back 

Twish when I started off 've been told 
to get as much sleep as 1 can. 

"The worst thing that ever happened to 
me was when my parent's separated, 

‘And what this taught me was to cher- 
ish the moments 1 have with my family and 
the special people in my life, and to love 
them unconditionally, 

The secret to happiness is to find 
happiness within yourself first then 
learn how to share it with others and to 
find joy in the simplest things that life 
can offer. 

2 My best ever outfit consisted of a pink 
shirtand pink sun glasses, 

My Super! Saturday night consists 
of staying at home and watching DVD's 
or playing Playstation, I'm pretty laid 
back. 

‘The soundtrack to my life would in- 
clude songs by Incubus. 

If I were invisible for а day I would 
walk around peacefully. 

‘The thing that makes me most angry is 
when people lie. 

If were the most powerful person on 
earth I would end all wars. 

The best thing about family is that 
whether you're up or down, they will al- 
ways accept you. They will always be 
there for you to run to when all hell 
breaks lose and you don't know what to 
do. 
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This soon-to-be pin up boy of this 

generation defies cookie cutter logic 


and is unafraid to be himself 


pem 


When I'm gone, theyll probably say 
that I was someone who always put his 
family first. 2 - 

If money were no option I would do- 
inate a million pesos a month to charities, 
‘buy each member of my family a house and 
Дайе them for a monthlong trip around Eu- 

торе. р 

When retire, I would want to live any- 
«where near the beach with my family. 

‘The world would be a much better 
place if everyone in the world would find a 
common ground where there will be no 
more wars and there would be no more 
prejudice amongst people and fear will no 
longer exist. 

My hero is Superman! 

‘The thing that makes my life worth liv- 

ing is my family and friends. 
. My greatest hope for the future is that 
1be successful in everything that I wish to 
do. 


The worst thing somebody said about 
me was that mayabang daw ako. 

My favorite moments are when I get 
time alone with family and friends and 
when I play Ultimate Frisbee. 

Му most embarrassing moment was 
when I tried doing a back flip to impress a 
girl; but instead I ended up slipping and 
landed flat on my back. 

Tm saving up for my future where I can 
have my own house and provide for my fu- 
ture family. 

My biggest indulgence is food. 

My current state of mind is over- 
whelmed. 

If someone would play me in my 
biopic it would be Colin Farrel. 

My 5 favorite words are: dude, heaps, I 
reckon, even still, same difference. 

Laspire to be the best in everything that 
Iwish to do and accomplish in life, whether 
itbe in acting or anything else. 
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Grab These Digital 


{limited Only This Holiday Seasont, 


ac Imiul 300 DIGITAL 


"EFFECTIVE 3.2 MEGAPIXELS 
I 3x OPTICAL ZOOM / 
4 to 5x DIGITAL ZOOM. 
-FIVE SCENE PROGRAMS 
1 MOVIE RECORDING FUNCTION 
= BUNDLED WI 16MB XD CARD 
I RECHARGEABLE LLION BATTERY „2 
IL WEATHER PROOF METAL BODY creia tint 


Php 17,410 sno 


метра 
БИ CAMEDIA-765 sirna 100% 
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“SpongeBob SauarePants toy 
FREE In every 
SELECTA Ice Cream FunTub. 


Holidays аге made more fun with SMART Kid 
and the Enchanted Kingdom. 


Two ways to join In che fune 


А. If you're at the Enchanted Kingdom 


аашаа 
ied Kingdom Good-An 


For every purchase of a SMART Kid Prepaid SIM, you ce For: 
Price Fon PREE” бега chance to win any ofthe Enchant va Kingdom Good Any Day 


ог 
For every approved SMART Kid Postpaid application (phar 
Sir, you get we (2) Enchanted Kingdom Go ier Sy Par 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11,2004 


Ботай superGinqurercom ph 

MEUS 

inquiersuprameen/mesagets || 
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A psychedelic trip, a market of the surreal, a secret of $ 
success. Discovering Divisoria throughout the years 


IMIHendrixHunt- „у-у e rabbit hole indeed, Divi- 
er Thompson, IU soria isa sensory adven- 

Lewis carol, АР |. WINDOW tureThere is no place 

dous Huxley Time and Ёш quite like it. The distinct. 
space permitting, 1 4 scent that wafts through 
would have loved to : =f its streets and inner 

д takethem, fully sober to Tals Diaz а 2 labyrinths reminds me 
a place called Divisoria, ч ofamixofsquashedba- Ё 
and see how they would fare on thehallucino- nanas, rainwater and day-old cat food. Itisa Ё 
genic trip. haphazard mosaic of fantasy overlapping ff 

B" Through the looking glass and down the DMNATONGS 


Tel. No. 722-7777 Lo 


Register ts 
and Win 


MSU! 
SAMSUNG To 2982 (Glob 
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By Tim Yap ЖР tography. 
Photos by Gutsy Tuason 25 "The secret to happiness is b 
«. ing underwater. 
О SCUBA divers, in My best ever outfit consist- 


Anilao, "Bahura" ed of а pair of gas jeans, 1 
d shirt. 


will remain a sa- му Super! Saturday: night’ 
cred spot for its breath- consists of sex drugs and rock & $ 
taking marine life. той. E 
Scot"Guisy"Tussonhasmade IfI were invisible for a day, E 
it his life mission to capture this would hang out in Britney 
Kaleidoscopic underwater mecca, Spear's changing room. 

“ТЫЗ coming Tuesday, Dec 14, he, -If money was по option 
‘will launch "Bahura," his passage ^ would buy а boar and dive th 
through Philippine reefs. re 
$ Resurfacing from the sea, We 
‘Were able to find Gutsy and fished 
for some information. "Lookatthis peopleinit. ©, 4, 

‘stuff, isé it near? Wouldn't you , Myherois Jané Goodall. = 
thinkmy collécrion’s complete..." ` My greatest hope for the 


"the thing about fanie is that 
Beverybody knows when you are 


jove most about she was my sister: E 
Pm saving up fora trip to Rati 
giroa Atoll, South Pacific; ^ 2 
My current state of lid 


7 Rachel Ray: E 
“The. most “important: thing" -my biopic it would be Rol 
Tve ever learned is-thar life is DowmeyJE . ~» 2? 5 
E short Му S:favorité Words ar 
“Lf Wish then ¥ start 
‘been told tayead a book on. 
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im Yap 
Photos by Gutsy Tuason 


О SCUBA divers.in 

Anilao, "Bahura" 

will remain a sa- 
cred spot for its breath- 
taking marine life. 

Scott "Gutsy" Tuason has made 
it his life mission to capture this 
kaleidoscopic underwater mecca. 

4 This coming Tuesday, Dec 14, he 
launch “Bahura,” his passage 

pine reefs. 
from the sea, we 


mE deere able wd Guy and feted 


E for tome information. "Look at this 
stuff dsa't it neat? Wouldn't you 
mj collecion's complete...” 


B The thing about fame is that 
É everybody knows when you are 


Jp tono g 
TE >The thing love most about 
what Y do is taveling to new 

E places and seeing new things. 
E “People might be surprised to 
E know: that 1 have a thing-for.. 

ichel Ray. 

The most important 

е ever learned is that 

ort: 


J wish when E gia ve 
book 


tography. 

The secret to happiness is be: 
ing underwater. 

My best ever outfit consist-4 
ed of a pair of gas jeans, 
shirt. 

My Super! Saturday night 
consists of sex drugs and rock & 
roll 


If I were invisible for a day ij 
would hang out in Britney: 
Spear'schanging room. 

If money was no option 12 
would buy a boat and dive. 2 
world. 

The world-would' 
better place if there-were ys 
people in: 

My hero is Janie Goodall. 

My greatest hope for the | 
ture is viagra. 


ment was when I attacked a gir 
in the swimming pool! 
she was my sist 

трето fora itp 
giroa Atoll, South Pacific: 9^ 

My current state of mind ы 
kalat. 
Ж Escineone would play main 
mj biopic it would be Roberti 
Downey Je sh ase 

My S. favorite words: até: 
Whatever, F@#K, Relax, kalat, 
Balurad aspire to be a rock кш; 
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Divi Nation 


From page Gl 


with concrete realities. 

What else could it be, with butterfly wings, 
flower garlands, Carnaval costumes and 
Venetian-style masks sold alongside over- 
flowing fruit baskets, cheap Spongebob 
‘Squarepants panties and pirated DVDs? 

Divisoria is a megalopolis of stuff, a neigh- 
borhood in Dali's and Seurat’s world, a kalei- 
doscope of beads, sequins, metal hooks, 
feathers, glitters and buttons, rows after rows 
of tela in every shade imaginable. 

Many times, it challenges logic. 1 once saw 
а bright red bandana with the familiar, ubiq- 
uitous profile of Che Guevara, and under it, 
instead of the famous battlecry, "Hasta la Vic- 
toria Siempre,” was printed the less publicized 
fiery words, "Rage Against the Machine.” It is 
a moving scene peopled with characters in à 
theater of the absurd: skinny sweat-soaked 
men riding bicycles stacked with wire cages, 
fishball vendors steaming their faces at the 
height of the noonday sun, and children rap- 
ping in Tagalog оп the open streets. 

Divisoria is an experience, a feeling. Why, 
just the other day, my friend got hit square on. 
the face with a rambutan. Truly, there is no 
place quite like it. 


Megalopolis of stuff Regulahhh 

Thad even once concluded that the cure for 
cancer is somewhere in this megalopolis of 
stuff, one just needed to look hard for it. In the 
past years, I have come back to this market of 
the surreal time and again, always іп search 4, No sugahhh 


of some strange thing and always lucky 
enough to find it. 

On Halloweens, instead of going to a cos- 
тоте store, I would come to Divi with only my 
imagination and a few hundred pesos in my 
pocker, and find that my fantasies of Snow 
Queens and Gaiman's Endless come to life. 
Every Christmas, needing such mundane yet 
necessary details as authentic-looking berries 
and sinamay strips, all I needed was some ў 
time off to walk down its streets and collect " 
them in bulk. Vanillahhh 

Yet, fairy tale fantasies and cancer cures 
aside, i have observed that this mecca of every 
known stuff has taken on an important role in 
the business of small business. It is Divisoria 
where the creative racketeers of Manilas 1 
thriving bazaar culture usually make a pit + 
stop. With the similar thinking equation of 
imagination + some pocket money, one 
would be able to piece together and embellish si 
innovative ideas waiting to be born in the sell- 2 E 
ers market, 
= In my college years, my gal pals and I once 
started a Christmas sideline of packaging x 
cookies to sell as corporate giveaways, in or- 
der to raise funds for a good cause—a much- 
needed Boracay trip. Not only did we spend 
eight glorious days in paradise, І was also able 
tobuy a complete set of scuba diving gear. 

Another good friend of mine, likewise a Di- 
vi Diva, made a killing with her business ideas 
during last year's bazaar season thanks to 
finding every hook, bead and pink feather she 
‘needed. It is indeed a strange notion to grasp, 
that because of her countless journeys 
through the mazes of Divisoria, she was able 
to pay for four months of traveling around 
Central America, from the coastlines of the 
Mexican markets to the streets of Havana and 
sunlit shores of Belize, 

This season, immersed once again within 
bazaar love triangles, enterprising young 
minds are penciling in trips, in between their 
holiday sosyalizing scheds, to Tabora Street in 
order to hunt for raw materials for their wares 
ranging from painted bakyas, beaded bags 
and bottled sweet preserves. 

Is it any wonder ! keep coming back to this 
place? It is the playground of inventors, inno- 
vators and creators. One day, if somebody 
found the cure for cancer, I wouldn't be sur- 
prised if he stumbled upon it somewhere in a 
dusty corner between Pasillo J and К. 
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Prepaid 


bring you the latest craze 
from Gift Gate! 


SMART Kid Prepaid gives you a chance to win a à 
“by. McDonald's Birthday Party Package worth P5,000! | j 


| | FREE Happy Meal with Hello o Kitty 
| “| oF Racing Turbo Car when you get a SMART Kid 
| | Prepaid SIM at any McDonald's outlet! 


Redeem your FREE Happy Meal and toy at any 
McDonald's outlet. 


siis only 
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Ш things considered, 1 
А the simplest and 
most dead-on way to 
ring in the season is by watch- 
ing a great holiday film. 
Though I consider cartoon clas- 
sics like “А Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” Dr Seuss’ "The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas,” 
and the 1964 stop-motion 
milestone “Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer” as Dec. 25- 
morning must-sees, I've also 
cultivated an 
appreciation 
for slightly р 
gloomier | 
Christmas- 
themed fea- 
tures. Over 
the years, I've 
been соп- 
vinced it's be- 
cause of Tim Burton and his 
macabre version of the gift-giv- 


LAge against 
| the machine 


Gino de la Paz 


HI. FM Tom Hanks! Welcome to MY movie! 


ing chub in the red suit. My per- 
ception of Santa Claus—who, 
by the way, still sits on top of 
my reli- 
gious 
totem 
pole—took 
on a new, 
Marilyn 
Manson- 
like quali- 
ty after I 
saw "The 
Nightmare Before Christmas" 
asakid. 


After checking the past week's movie 
offerings, I wholeheartedly brushed off 
“Christmas with the Kranks" (since it 
seems Tim Allen churns out such movies 
оп а yearly basis anyway) and “Alexan- 
der" (since I thought the epic was simply 
a big-budgeted bad idea. Don't you think 
Colin Farrell sort of looks like a gay Steve 
Irwin, the Crocodile Hunter?). So, rely- 
ing on the good karma of “The Incredi- 
bles"—my last fist-pumping box office 
excursion—I homed in on "The Polar Ex- 
press” and hoped to chance upon anoth- 
er hands-down future classic. Instead, 
what I saw was a modern-day tragedy 
fronted by Tom "Ommipresent Hence- 
forth” Hanks. Cue а solemnly robotic 
Josh Groban ballad, please. 


The Perfect 


For Someone 
Who Has ж 
Everything 


Whar do you give to people on top? 
"To people who know how toapprecia 
the finer chings in life? 


Give the gift of health. 


At Healthy Options, you will find only 
pure, natural and organic health 
roduets. No artificial coloring or 
javorings. No monosodium 
glucamace, No synthetic preservatives 
or sweeteners. Your choice of 
Christmas gifts is sure to be healthy! 


They offer a wide range of the worlds 
finest Organic Wines. Made by some 
of the finest wine boutiques in the 
world, these handcrafted organic wines 
соте from the great wine producing 
countries: France, Italy, Spain, Chile, 
‘Argentina and South África. They are 
made from 100% certified organic 
grapes — grapes grown using only or- 
ganic fertilizers, homeopathic sprays 
and natural preparations. Even the 
wine-making process is natural and 
vegan. Only natural substances are 
used to clarify che wine unlike conven- 
tional wines thar use egg whites or milk 
and fish proteins in the bottling pro- 
cess, Every sip isa sip of satisfaction - 
knowing that che wine you get is dis- 
tincdy complex and of the highest qual- 
i. 


Healthy Options also offers gift packs 
with premium. pure, natural and 
organic health food items and personal 
care products. 


Organic Harvest gift box. Иа package 
of pure, natural, organic food and 
drinks that gives Christmas dinners a 
healthy ovis. 


Natural Gourmet gift box. A great way 
of expressing your love for family and 
friends. This pack is an assortment of 
low sugar, low calorie and high fiber 
treats that will make feasting a sweet 
but guilt-free experience, 


Create Your Own Gift Packs. Check 
out any Healthy Options store and 
create your own gift packs to suit your 
budget. Select from a wide array of 
naturally formulated personal care 
products that nourish and heal the 
body; аз well as snacks, drinks or meals 
for those who have special diets or 
simply for those wha аге just looking 
out for their health. 


Is time to celebrate the season in good 
health with organic wine and more 
the perfect gifts for people who have 
everything, 


E-mail syper@Inqulrer.com.ph 


Text us your feedbacka inquirer sup nameleiynassage to 
07 2: 


Have yourself a scary little 
Christmas 

Directed by Robert Zemeckis and co-writ- 
ten with William Broyles Jc, “The Polar Ex- 
press’ was based on a 32-page children's 
book by Chris Van Allsburg. Now, 1 expected 
allitle dever deviance from Zemeckis ("Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit?") and that came in 
the form of obscenely expensive human mo- 
tion-capture technology used to bring the 
book to Ше. Or non-life, in this case. On the 
опе hand, the bleak, hangdog atmosphere 
was a given since the fim was based on Van 
Alsburgs illustrations. Then again, it proba- 
bly wouldve been better if the production 
team had stuck with traditional animation to 
render the human characters. 

Each of the movie's key players, espe- 


(Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


cially Tom Hanks’ six—you heard that 
right!—incarnations, had no soul in their 
eyes and looked like waxy “Dawn of the 
Dead’.style mannequins. (To borrow the 
tagline from "The Nightmare Before 
Christmas," was this Halloween? Or is it 
Christmas?) To me it seemed it was more 
important for the Hero Girl's golden ticket 
to dance like the plastic bag from "Ameri- 
can Beauty" for example, than the pro- 
tagonists facial expressions not to appear 
embalmed. And that's a big minus, con- 
sidering this was supposed to be a movie 
about the power of faith and imagination 

during the happiest time of the year. 
Likewise, “The Polar Express” oddly 
resembled а Coca-Cola holiday adver- 
tisement. Again, maybe it was due to the 
THEBIPOLAR/ H4 
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you will find that our exclusive selection of organic 


wines 


represent the perfect Christmas presents 
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A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


PETER WANTS A SPORTS 
CAR, PAIGE WANTS A DATE 
WITH JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE, 
AND JASON WANTS А COPY | 
OF EVERY VIDEO GAME 
EVER MADE. 
М 


Зо, ANY DEA 
WHAT WELL 
BE GETTING 

WE кю FoR 
CHRISTMAS? 


бо, ANY DEA 

WHAT THE KIDS 
WANT FoR 
CHRISTMAS? 


WALA, MAMANG 
NAHU HULING 
ANG MLEGAL ILLEGAL LOGGERS, 


SA BANDANG HULI 


A FIGHTER 
TRAPPED 
INSIDE A 


THERE'S AN 
IRONIC 
COMBINATION 


BABY BLUES BY JERRY SCOTT 


ANG SISIPAG NILANG' 
MAGSIPASOK SA 


MUTTS BY PATRICK McDONNELL. 


TE TEE EE 
EEE A 
MCI 


2 
ы СҮ 
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f 


cA 


TUAT must FEE 
PRETTY GooD of 
лаке 


ACROBAT 
MeN NE 
END oF NOY, 


THis TM. 


WMT К NIUE S 
INT MY BCH. 
5 кы 


1 


OKAY. OKAY! І BELIEVE 
._ HE FETCHED FOR You. 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


[T CHURN ovt Words] 

Like {нему Neve || TEP CHURN, 

Been chugnep ovr || CHURN, CHURN- 
THAT'S WHAT 


Hil4ou Must Be A 
WRiter. AFTER ALL, IT 
Is writers’ NIGH}. I'M] 
AWRHeR +оо AND I'VE 
Been SCRIBBLING AWAY 
FoR воме тїМе Now. 


THeRe'S бо+А Ge 
AN CASIER WAY 
To MINGLE. 


‚1 HOROSCOPE |. 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


ACROSS 

1 Top stores. 

7 Stephen King 
novel 

15 Hallan religion 

16 Primary 


‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 


20 Consplralors' 
pans 

21 Belore to be 
Б] 

22 Bath place 

25 One Indian 
language 

24 Расе 
punching 

25 Pertaining lo 
ıheloncel style 

28 One рде per 
second 

29 Trang plans 

30 Green gems 

31 Pubic 
disturbance: 

32 Drawn ight 

34 Sandin 
payment 

7 Petroleum 
увапд 
sedimentary 
rock 

41 Fair. 

42 Subordinate 

44 Warbled 

45 "Аз You Like it 
forest 

46 Hot sping 

47 John Dos 
Passos тоу 

48 Typo ol pano. 

48 Young wol 

51 Nasty 
headache 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Today's 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are an intense, thoughtful person who is serious about what you value. You're ex- 
tremely goal-directed and purposeful. You're also physically energetic. This is а powerful combination and 
makes ou influential in your wal. You always recover om raste setbacks because you have an In- 

omitable spirit. Focus on your closest partnerships this year. 

Birthdate of Sen. John Kerry, politician: Alexander Solzhenitsyn, writer; Rita Moreno. actress. 

Ё snes quai GEMINI (May 21 to. c LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
April 19): Today Is the June 20): Todays New Gro 22): You're entering a 
perfect time to think Moon sits directly ор- two-year period that 

~ about how you can get posite your sign. Since. enhances love affairs, 
training to improve your careeror a New Moon isa wonderful time to romance, professional sports, rela- 
Increase your education to have a begin new habits, how can you im- tions with children and your ap- 
beter understanding ol the word. prove your relationships wit ott- proach tothe arts. Expect more 
ers unt 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is an ex- CANCER (June 21 to 
cellent day to think July 22): It's time to REO (Aug. 23 to 
about how much you turn overa new leaf at Sept. 22): Think about 
respect (or not) the val- work. What can you do y how to make improve- 
ues of others. i's important to ap- to Improve your job ments at home and im- 
preclate that we don't all share the and your relations with co-work- provements within 
same values. ers? your family dynamic, Today's New 
Moon is the perfect time to do this. 
R 
DAILY CROSSWORD LIBRA (Sept. 25to 02 
22): You value how you 
relate to others because 
you need people in your 
Ме. Today's New Moon 
Is the perfect time to think about 
howto improve your communicat- 
Ing style. 
Nov. 21): You might 
‘come up with new 
moneymaking ideas to- 
day. H so, write them 
down. They're worth your consid- 
. eration. 
) your sign! (This is the 
‘only one all year.) This 
isa signal for you to check out 
your appearance, your self-image 
‘and the impression you make on 
others. 
touch with your inner 


By Matinow Higalne 
Concord, NH 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan, 19): This is a 
good time to getin 


4 Notion 

5 Country humor 

6 Disiress signal 

7 Incined type 

B Cty on Honshu 
Isand 

8 Piace forthe 
Contagous 

10 Tablo scraps 

ШЕ 
Wanless bird 

.12 Reporters tool 

13 Repeat 

14 Sales 
осошу 

20 Wia tener by 
jeter 

23 байко 


КЛ 
вз Finnsnbaihs 24 Wako of a 
54 Рите imos 


зоте 
55 Open tes 25 Growing woary 35 Hard lo catch 
BS Makes insane 27 Leave allie 36 Personin 
57 Bal lasses ш char 


30 Еойаше 37 Aged siate 
32 Lka some 38 Stock ol 
тов weapons 
39 Ladd or 39 French 
Greenspan. maemalician. 
34 Took up agein 40 Sips by 


world. Remember, it's 


what is going on inside that makes 

the external world come together. 

96 Do you hang out with 
‘quality people? Friends 


are enormous influences on our 
lives because they can influence 
our choices. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Think abo 
the friends you have. 


PISCES (Fab. 1910 
March 20): Today's 
New Moon takes place 


DOWN 

1 Ре 

2 Nor 
hasty 

з Camel 


49 Taper oll 

50 She's shel 

52 Gonotcs etre 

53 Gander or 
повре 


day to consider your: 
our life direction in general. 
еге do you want to be fiva years 
from noi 
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BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
T MEANS? 


TALAGA? E AYUN 
NAMAN PALA, EN. 
HINALIKAN KA NA. 

ват NAGALIT VLI? 


KASI Nê ISA NA. 
Fore Su ei Te 


LOVEKNOTS 


МАС 0ТЕ тїї NGN /RTSBKR SIGDRADONG 

DAMT, Thy NAMAN (HY MAGBIBIGAY SA 

PNG WALANG DAMT! J| (pNP NE РАМТ. AYAY 
NA NGA, 027 


BAKIT BA TOWING 
BABASYO , KAYONG 
TPO BLOUIO, Е, 
ме! EHOYO 
BIN ANG PRESYO? 
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By Cheryl Tiu 


iar relationship with alcohol. 

Apart from being my constant 
companion at nights out with 
friends, I spent last summer bar- 
tending at a lush hotel lounge—for 
fun. My bartending stint taught me 
to mix some of my favorite cocktails 
and shooters, as well as to more pre- 
cisely discern amongst the complex- 
ity of its glasses. Armed with the 
knowledge of what the most popu- 
lar alcoholic beverages are made of, 
Tve creased a habit of ordering the 
most unorthodox, exotic-sounding 
drinks to treat my senses to a ride 
lacquered with impulsion. 

Оп Nov. 23, Red Box Karaoke unveiled 
some of its most popular drinks alongside its 
gastronomies for a food-and-beverage pair- 
ing that reads consummate. Apparently, the 
interplay of drinks with the various flavors 
and textures of food is often more palatable 
to the tongue. “There are no hard and fast 
rules on pairing,” says Red Box Karaoke ad: 
vertising and promotions director Paolo del 
Rosario, "but with successful pairing based 
on frequent tasting and a memory for previ- 
ous winning pairings, the more satisfying 
and memorable your dining experience will 
be.” 

Operations manager James Aguilar was the 
official bartender for the night—whisking up 
drinks while simultaneously augmenting 
bouts of bottle-fiipping in between. Chef 
Philip Golding then sampled these concoc- 
tions and suggested the culinary fares he 
deemed most apt. 

‘Seduction, which screams of Kahlua, mel- 
on liqueur and Bailey's is best paired with cur- 
xy, spring rolls and vegetable samosas. 

то be daringly consumed with a straw 
while the flaming Sambuca is being poured, 
the Flaming Lamborghini of Kahlua, Bailey's 
and vodka goes best with cheesecakes or 
lemon rolls 

For the Kamikaze, James asked for my assis- 
tance in shaking the concoction and I was later 
оп presented the drink along with а rose. 1 
thought Red Box's Kamikaze was latticed with 
the perfect amount of sweetness coupled with 
the right amount of potency, which prompted 
me to bask in sips a litle too fast for a cocktail 
According to Chef Golding, it is best with 
spareribs, tonkatsu, barbeque—or even sorbet. 

‘The Lychee Martini, a fusion of vodka, dry 
vermouth and lychee juice, which has re- 
gained its popularity, is best paired with 
seafood like blue marlin and tuna belly. 

‘The drink we all had been waiting for—The 
Liquid Tao was Red Box's latest concoction. 
“Unveiling a special new drink is part of Red 
Box Karaoke's continuing efforts to redefine 
the karaoke experience and demystify the 
cocktail experience for the Filipino,” Walden 
Chu, Red Box managing director explains. 


I "УЕ always had an awfully famil- 


CHEF Philip Golding & Red Box karaoke 
operations manager James Agullar, чото 
саталы 


armonious 
balance, 
cocktails can 
enhance 
one's dining 
experience 


FLAMING 
LAMBORGHINI goes 
well with cheesecakes 
and lemon rolis 


LIQUID TAO—Red Box's special 
new drink redefines the karaoke 
and cocktail experience for 
Filipinos. 

Here was the answer to my prayers of frolick- 
ing my taste buds in an exotic unorthodoxy, 
something exclusive only to Red Box. We 
were all given the chance to try it and 1 loved 
how the whiskey and green tea mellifuously 
blended in my mouth. It was like an Oriental 
fusion drink that’s almost indescribable by 
words but recognizably invigorating to the 
senses. Apart from its delightfully addicting 
taste, the classic green tea in the drink under- 
goes a traditional steaming process to arrest 


RED BOX's KAMIKAZE isa 


the oxidation of the leaf and retain more of 
the nutrients. The result is an excellent thirst- 
quencher that holds a lotof vitamin C, antiox- 
idants, chlorophyll and minerals. The Liquid 
Тао is best paired with Red Box's very own 
Louisiana Fried Chicken, Nutty Chicken Fin- 
gers or Chicken Drummettes. 

1 used to think that it was gross to eat 
while indulging in alcohol, thus I never un- 
derstood the whole pulutan culture. In the 
past, mixing cocktails or shooters with real 


SEDUCTION goes well with 
melange of sweetness and potency. curry, spring rolls and samosas. 


LYCHEE MARTINI goes well 
with seafood. 


food has often clashed, rendering ап un- 
pleasant aftertaste and a condition often 
close to heaving. But after participating in 
the art of Mixology, it made a lot of sense. 
Though Iwas quite familiar with bartending ' 
and mixing drinks, I still learned something 
new at the Red Box Mixology: with a harmo- 
nious balance, cocktails and shooters can su- 
perbly enhance one's dining experience. 

E-mail the author at chloe_dominique@ya- 
hoo.com 


I'm dreaming 
of a white (or shiny silver, 
gold, green, pink or blue) 

Christmas... 


With a winning combination of storage and portability, an intuitive user 
interface, and seamless integration with iTunes for Mac and Windows, 
iPod and iPod mini offer the ultimate in portable digital music players. 


Visit your nearest iPod authorized reseller today to find out more about 
the iPod and to enjoy exclusive promotions. 


ч 


Suggested Retail Price: 

iPod 20GB PhP 18,780 / 40GB PhP 25,610 
iPod mini Ph? 15,740 

AppleCare Protection Plan PhP 3,500 


Herde: Abenson Анин. Acanat-Astdo Apple Селим Arie Astwopis- Avion» AV Sorter Вен Mabie -Columbas Сталин Comin, 
7 “нав forum ts women “NT 
Tre Outer Storo- nde! Computar Tue 


Mindanao © 


Enjoy up to 2 years’ peace of mind with 
hardware coverage plus technical support 
via phone, email or web with the AppleCare 
Protection Plan for your Pod. 
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The Bipolar Express 


From page HI 

flat, weather-beaten colors they used to de- 
pict the random 1950's Midwest setting. 
(Some say the movie was better in IMAX the- 
aters. But since there are none of those in 
these parts, that point is out the window.) I re- 
ally couldn't help but wait for soda-chugging 
polar bears to enter the frame at some point. 


Pile-up 

Pulling into a crouch with a two-fister of 
popcorn and anticipation, I then took note of 
the film's rather watered down story. Okay, 1 
knew that turning a kiddie speed-read into a 
99-minute extravaganza posed a few chal- 
leges. Question is, did they? 

First of all, "The Polar Express” rambled 
and derailed їп a pile-up of detivative plot 
lines. I saw throwbacks to "Fear Factor; as 
Hero Boy (voice of Tom Hanks mixed їп with 
Daryl Sabara from "Spy Kids") walked on top 
of a moving train during a snow storm, and 
“Mission Impossible,” when he hopped from 
one train carriage to another without an adult 


escort. What's more, the golden tickets were 
clearly ripped off from “Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory" while the uncalled-for 
duet between Hero Girl (voice of Nona Gaye) 
and Lonely Boy (voice of Peter Scolari) stank 
of ‘American Idol.” 

Next, the situations in “The Polar Express” 
were too dark and grim for kids to like. T spot- 
ted a few rugrats hopelessly attempting to 
keep still during the joy-ride-turned-train- 
wreck scene. (Earlier, 1 spied on a few both- 
ered parents as they explained that little boys 
taking off with scuzzy strangers—«ery 
Michael Jackson—is something that should 
never happen. I would've beaten the crap out 
of both the Conductor and the Hobo with a 
large piece of wood and called 911 pronto.) 

Finally, the entire movie hit its climax 
with Santa Claus giving Hero Boy a bell. A 
bell! This was something the boy had found 
anyway so what gives? As far as the satisfac- 
tory rising action was concerned, this con- 
clusion did not hold up. It would've been 
more awesome if the kid got a more sub- 
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Introducing the HP Pavilion w1 158d Entertainment PC - entericinment’s freshest face. Powered by the Intel® 
Pentium® 4 Processor 540 with HT Technology"* and Microsoft® Windows" XP Home Edition, this 
desktop is по! only powerful, i's also a total entertainer. Play а wide отоу of video files on its 15° LCD screen 
with the InterVideo” Home Theater WinDVD Player. Sounds playing on your iTunes will always be crisp with 
the Integrated Intel® High Definition Audio, 7.1 Surround Sound Ready system. The HP Pavilion w1 158d 
Entertainment PC also comes with a 9-1-1 Digital Medio Reader, DVD writer driver, HP Mullimedio Cordless 
keyboard ond HP Cordless optical mouse. And with all these going on, you don't have to worry about storoge 
because the HP Pavilion w1 158d Entertainment PC comes with o 160 GB Serial АТА hard drive. With HP, 
you don't have fo worry about support as well, the HP Pavilion w1 158d Entertainment PC comes with a 1 
year limited warranty wilh up.ond-running phone support for ihe first 30 days And when you use ВРІ or 
Citibank Credit Cards when you buy the newest foce of enterlainment from December 7 to December 31 
get 0% interest for 12 months. 


The face of entertainment will never be Ihe some again! 


HP recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional. 
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stantial present than a glorified dog whistle. 
After all, he nearly lost his life in the damn 
train ride to the North Pole! 

Do you think the Tin Man would've settled 
for anything less than a heart when he finally 
got to meet the Wizard of Oz? Nope. In con- 
trast to, say, "Finding Nemo,” "The Polar Ex- 
press" was thoroughly vague; since kids have 
the attention spans of goldfish, this movie re- 
ally isn't for them unless you're a parent rar- 
ing to begin years of therapy. 

‘And the most important part, “The Polar 
Express" lacked compelling roles and charac- 
ters. My hopes of reclaiming at least some 
amazement were dashed by multiple versions 
of Tom Hanks (Hero Boy/Father/Conduc- 
tor/Hobo/ Scrooge/Santa), which made the 
movie feel heavy-handed and totally creepy. 
(The opening scene alone marked the first of 
approximately 100 million times I heard Han- 
ks’ voice booming from the outer reaches of 
the theater's massive Dolby speakers.) 

Overachieving may have worked for Mike 
Myers in "Austin Powers: Goldmember," but 
not for Tom. It looked like there was enough 
money for only one star in "The Polar Ex- 
press.” Whether it was his rock star-wannabe 
Santa attending to millions of elf groupies or 
the Deepak Chopra-ness of his Conductor 
(Conductor: “Sometimes the most real things 
in this world are the things we can't see." Me: 
“Sometimes a bottle of OxyContin blunts the 
pain away"), Tom Hanks overpowered and 
consequently disabled whatever magic "The. 
Polar Express” had. 1 couldn't help but shake 
my head in disappointment when 1 realized 
the most memorable personality in the entire 
movie was Know It All, the very Woody 
Allen/Jar Jar Binks goofball who had an ex- 
tremely annoying voice, 


Train wreck 

As piled out of the theater, I did not see а sin- 
gie child bounce up and down with glee. (Warn- 
ег Bros. can kiss the movie merch spin-offs bye- 
bye) It was as if they found out that Santa Claus 
was merely the face of this month's big commer- 
cial blowout, not thé jolly, loaded, gift-giving 
geriatric dude they were raised to believe. 

Ina last-ditch attempt to change my mind, I 
tried hard not to be overtly or covertly unhap- 
py about “The Polar Express.” However, 1 
couldn't help but be cynical since it all boiled 
down to the movie's inability to capture and 
impart the fuzzy, feel-good spirit most people 
look for in holiday films. (He may be scary, 
butat least Jack Skellington saved Santa from 
the boogeyman in "The Nightmare Before 
Christmas") By sending the missive that it's 
okay for children to be put in dangerous situa- 
tions tliat could lead to injury, “The Polar Ex- 
press” went out of its way to suck. And Tom 
Hanks, its all your fault! 


Christmas? Good! Tom 
Hanks? Bad! When the 
two come together in 
“The Polar Express,” you 
get a movie that shifts 

‚ between few manic 


ı highs and many 
| depressive lows 
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All Your Friends Under The Sun 
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CELLULAR 


Now you can use your Sun to reach your Friendster 


network! Stronger connection. Anytime, anywhere. 


© Friendster Alerts © Friend Requests © Testimonials © Bulletins 
* View profiles © Messages * Friend Search 


Wow to Access; 

Text Friendster to 2276 

How to Register: 

Text REG «email address» «password» to 2276 
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Marlo Henson 


| 10-HO-HOLY crap! Santa must have a really long 
of naughty kids out there, judging from some of 
һе entries flooding our Super! inbox. Then again, 
хее made our own list, checked it twice, and we've 
[соте up with not one but TWO secret prizes for the 
{winning wise guys. Heck, 'tis the season of giving 
anyway! So congratulations, Merry Christmas and 
vada yada yada, to Mike Limpag and Marlo Henson! 
claim your prizes from Inquinan’s Marketing Elves at 
597-8808 and look for Ching. Here's a roundup of 
he other captions that jingled our bells: 


Uhm... I can explain. 
Sender: Adrian Banog 
Manong wrestles Hulk Hogan. Sender: Christian 
Miranda 
Manong: Hold-up to! 
Santa: Ay, wag naman dyanl 
Sender: Nikarlo Pedro 
‘Adult Toys for the Big Boys, Limited Christmas 
| dition! 


Де, Week's Challenge 


Sender: Dave Padilla 


CAPTION: Nanggigigil kami... 


With “Yanig sa Taguig” taking place at The Fort 
‘Open Field tonight, Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao must 
be focusing on beating the living crap out of Thai op- 
ponent Fahsang 3K Battery. Which means he'll be 
100 busy to see this now. Which means you can cap- 
tion this photo of him without fear that he'll get back 
atyou and punch the living daylights out of you with 
his prize-winning fists. Take a good look. He seems 
хо be flexing, don't you think? Then again, he could | 
merely be finding out how long he could hold his 
breath before he passes out or passes gas, whichever 
comes first. Ah, enough material for you to work on? 
Send your captions over to us at super@inquir- 
ercom.ph or text inquirer super name/city/caption 


d send to 2207 for Globe or 283 for Smart. We 
int wait for you to knock us out! | 


| 
| 
f 
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Disney Princess 
Merchandise are available 
atall SM Dept. Stores & 


~ ing dept. sores 


nationwide. 
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100 4ESUNKIST 
GOODNESS 


Name: Anton Aguas 
Occupation: Driver 


The future is so bright, 1 gotta wear: 
Spiderman's costume 

Hight up when Pm: Muhmmed 
Tobrighten my day, you must: Muhmm me 
E-mail me at: Archmasticore@yahoo.com 


Name: Alex Jhocson 

Occupation: Food finisher 

Celebrity I resemble the most: Jasmine Trias 

‘The futureis so bright, 1 gotta wear: Nothing, 
haha 

Hight up when Pm: In love 

To brighten my day, you must: Smile and give 
me chocolate 

E-mail me at: Alexisixixi@yahoo.com 


Name: Paolo Teodoro 
Occupation: Basketball fanatic 
Celebrity I resemble the most: Greg Martin? 


Name: Therese Posas 

Occupation: Student. 

Celebrity I resemble the most: za Calzado 
‘The future isso bright, I gotta wear: 
Anything simple, clean and fun. 

Hight up when Рт: With my friends 

To brighten my day, you must: Make me 
laugh 

E-mail meat: ther_cho@hotmail.com 


By David Milan. 


Occupation: Musician 

Celebrity 1 resemble the most: Jesus Christ 
superstar? 

The future isso bright, gotta wear: 
Sunblock! 

Hight up when l'm: In love. 

To brighten my day, you must: Feed me 
E-mail me at: getsnowblind@ yahoo.com 


Name: Jaja Borja 

‘Occupation: Student 

Celebrity I resemble the most: You be the 
judge 

The futureis so bright, | gotta wear: My pair 
of diamond earrings and my eternity ring for 


shades and bucket cay luck 
loved hasn't changed - only the price has! d 


ight up when I'm: Embarrassed ight up when I'm: With people that Hove. 
try tin ts lassie shape thats uniquely Sunkist gp gag, | Tebrighten my day you must Know how to To brighten my day, you must: Know how to 
Still Sarap Sunkist from fruit to juice! Loy 


‘compliment me. make me s 
Email meat: paolo teodoro@yahoo.com E-mail me: 


‘The same Sunkist goodness you've always ‘f lp | The future is so bright, | gotta wear: My 


|. avaliable in grape, apple, mango and arange flavors, borja@yahoo.com 


The Widest, Plushest Seats 


Sit as you please, with room to spare. 
So you can reallly, really relax when you watch the movie. 


S LIFESCAPES 
of QUAINT 
CAfAGNIFICENCE, „3 


Take some of the world’s best destinations. i, 
Take what makes them all so charming and 1 
endearing. Then put them all together to 

create unique lifescapes. This is the kind 

of thinking that moves Brittany Corporation 


when developing its properties. 


Continued on page 2... 


HOMES OF THE WORLD 
BY BRITTANY 


Brittan 
дыы 


iB 


Call: 850 3084 or 850 6986 Click: www.brittany.com.ph 5 
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pret as ae eed iem ао wes 
Continued from page 1... 
Inspired by the world's finest 
communities, Brittany develops 
uniquely themed properties 
characterized by quaint 
magnificence. Concretely, this is 
expressed in Brittany's three 
flagship developments: Portofino, 


Crosswinds and Brittany Bay. 


Portofino, Alabang 

Life with a passion 

Portofino gets its inspiration and 
its name from a charming seaport 
town in southern Italy. А 
masterpiece in the Italian tradition, 
Portofino takes classic Italian 
architectural details and applies it 
across the entire property 
Pathways are payed with sun icon 
designs and flanked by colonnades. 
Biscuit-colored stucco homes. with 
huge arched windows and 
columned porticos are straight out 
of cosmopolitan Italy. Portofino is 


the masterpiece property that's. 


eal estate 


built with a passion so you can 


live your life with a passion. 


Crosswinds, Tagaytay 

Life is great 

Crosswinds follows the character 
of the Swiss countryside. Perfect 
for a weekend getaway, Crosswinds 
embraces you with its quiet 
calming ambience, the refreshing 
scent of pine, and the crisp, cool 
air. The Swiss Quadrilles and the 
upcoming Grand Quartiers emulate 
classic Swiss chalets with wood 
patterns, overhanging eaves, 
asphalt shingles, stone cladding 
and porches. All this make life 


great at Crosswinds. 


Brittany Bay, Sucat? 

Birthplace of urban renewal 
Brittany Bay-takes-its pérsonality. 
"Éróm'San Francisco.:Coinposed of; 
La Posada.and Victorianne, and: 


complemented by its,budding 


The inspiration, once you see the 


Inspired by tbe world’s 
finest communities, 
Brittany develops 
uniquely themed 
properties 
characterized by 

a life of quaint 


magnificence. 


the future will run in property 
development—by being real estate re- 
imagineers" 


ach and every. 


re-imagineers 


For the people at Brittany 
Corporation, creating 
properties takes а few driving 
forces: vision. imagination and 


Just as Importantly. inspiration. 


The company's vision is clear: become 
boundary breakers to better serve 


customers, This is obvious in the kind 
of people working at Brittany. 


According to Ms. Jing Serrano, 
President of Brittany Corporation, "We 
have the right mix of people; people 
with different fields of expertise; 
people with imagination; people who 
like to try new things. This is good 
because we always seek out fresh 
ideas—to serve our customers better. 
And we put in a lot of personal 
attention and cure, especially regarding 
customers and partni 


communities of the world. As Ms. 
Serrano says, "When we envision or 
imagine our properties we generate 
ideas by looking closely at some of 
the world's destinations. Then we take 
what is good, what is beautiful—in 
both aesthetics and substance—from 
the world’s best destinations and apply 
it across the development, consistently.” 


“This is what differentiates из.”. adds 
Ms. Serrano. “And this is how we see 


“We take what is good, what is 
beautiful-in both aesthetics and 

rom the world’s best 
destinations and apply it across 


the development, consistently.” 


The launch of Crosswinds Grand Quartier happens this Sunday, 12 December. 
Get a Property Preview, shop at the Country Finds market and more. Savor a slice of the Swiss high life, 


e ee, 


DPI 


commercial area, Brittany Bay is a neo-Victorian lifescape 


as seen in the single family homes and the Duettos and 


Quadrilles. Just like in San Francisco, residential 


communities are interspersed with the commercial area. 


Hospitals, schools and business districts are close by. This 


makes Brittany Bay the perfect birthplace for urban renewal 


Each Brittany development is defined by what is inspiringly 


charming and quaint from some of the world’s finest 


destinations. And that quality is applied throughout the 


entire properties. 


Swiss wood patterns at Crosswinds. 


Pecan ee ton 


Inside the Victorianne Duetto: designed with warm, inviting colors similar to San Francisco homes. 


Brittany Bay nights: a beacon for fun, food and 
entertainment with a San Francisco flavor. 


Your kind of home, 
your kind of life 


can be found 


in properties Ру 


Helping hands: 
The Partners of Brittany Corporation 


Creating the lifescapes of Britany 
Corponition takes more than a single 
hand. The company's working 
partners—the archtitects, interior 
designers, masterplanners and 
others—play a vital role in realizing 
the vision Brittany sets fora 
particular property. 


“When we began working on 
Brittany Bay in Sucat, one of the 
broadstrokes we proposed in the 
master plan was to optimize space; 
not just fill it up but put in place 
something that would be of value to 
the community.”, narrates Ken 
Quintal of DQA Design & Planning. 
“This was a major point that we had 
in common with Brittany. Put in 


something that people could utilize 
and appreciate—it's like giving 
something back to the community." 


Architect Toti de Guzman of 
Architecture Network adds, "From 
the start, we and Brittany were of 
опе mind. We agreed that we should 
design the La Posada clubhouse, the 
Victorianne Duettos and Quadrilles, 
and everything else. based on the 
needs of the homeowners, first and 
foremost. 


Along with a common sense of 
purpose, Brittany also selects partners 


Brittany Corporation. 


for their expertise. “Bri 

іс direction for 
. mentions 

Cynthia Almario of Atel 

"Then we did our research on 

southern Italy and on. 

just as Brittany did and 

the interior design solutions that fit 

their themes. They trusted us for our 

expertise, which is good for a 

working relation 


апу gave us 


If helping hands make for light work 
then Brittany has its partners to make 
work very light and masterfully 
crafted indeed. 


“This was a major point that we bad in common with 


Brittany. Put in sometbing tbat people could utilize and 


appreciate-give sometbing bach to tbe community." 


alendar of Events 


December 11-12, 2004 

Portofino, Crosswinds. Brittany Bay, La Marea 
Home for the Holidays 

Enjoy а food fiesta tribute to balikbayans. 


December 12, 2004 
Crosswinds Grand Quartier Launch 
Shop at leisure at the Country Finds market. 


December 18-19, 2004 

Portofino, Crosswinds, Britany Bay, La Maren 

О Christmas Treat! 

Bring the whole family for a fun-filled day of face 
painting, balloon twisting, and caricature portraiture, 


December 18-19, 2004 

Brittany Exhibit Booth/Heaven Sent Bazaar 
at the Fort 

See the homes of the world and schedule 
Property Previews. 


December 18-19, 2004 

Light & Sound Show at Britany Bay, 9 [24 
See а spectacular display of lights at the Brittany 
Bay commercial area 


'cember 19, 2004 

Take your pick: indulge in Sweets and Treats at 
Brittany Bay or delight in the Italian Cook-fest & 
Wine-fest at Portofino, Or enjoy both. 


December 26, 2004 to January 2, 2005 
Portolino, Crosswinds, Brittany Bay, In Marea 
New Year Food & Fun Festival 
Treut friends and family to а delectable fea 
Have a taste of Brittany's brand of hospitality. 


Mr. & Mrs. Peng and Cecile Perez decided to 
live in La Posada because of the community's 
San Francisco theme. 


Brittany homeowners 
share a common 
experience. They love 
the homes they live in. 
In the neo-Victorian 


neighborhood of La Posada at 
Brittany Bay, Mrs. Cecille Perez, 


closely emulates bis daughter's own garden 
in San Francisco. 


“My daughters live in San 
Francisco, so we're familiar with 
the design and we really like it. 
When we moved in, the house 
was already made up to look 
like a home in San Francisco 
We decided to maintain how the 
house looked inside and out. 
We just landscaped a bit but still, 


Portofino is good for walking.” 
His wife, Helena adds, "We 
liked the place so much we 
immediately bought a lot on our 
first visit here." 


Whether it's the neo-Victorian 
charm of Brittany Bay or the 
elegant Italian masterpiece that 
is Portofino, or the Swiss nature 
of Crosswinds Brittany properties 
offer a life that is close to the 
hearts of homeowners—a life 
more extraordinary 


“I like the 
San Francisco look. It’s 
so unique. It reminds 


a resident, attests, "I like the San me of tbat movie 
Francisco look. It's so unique. It 
reminds me of that movie Sweet 

, November. And we look forward 


to the restaurants right nearby.” 


our home looks like my 
daughter's place in 
San Francisco.” 


Sweet November. 
And we look forward 
to the restaurants 


det an At 
J hop sins 


At the Italian masterpiece 
property of Portofino, Mr. 
Rodolfo Uy says, “I like the 
environment. The air is fresh. 


; » 
Mr. Marcos Саар, another La rigbt nearby. 


Posada resident concurs, 


ONE GREAT THING 
AT CROSSWINDS 
THIS CHRISTMAS- 
THE TREES ARE REAL. 


Live at Crosswinds and you won't ever 
have to worry about your Christmas 
trees again. Because pine trees are 


everywhere: along the streets, on the 
hills, around the homes. In fact, 
alongside the crisp, cool air, it seems 
like Christmas everyday. 


Add this to the Swiss chalets and the 
quiet atmosphere, you have all the 
reasons life is great at Crosswinds- 
ай season long. 


To know more about 
Crosswinds, Tagaytay: 

Call 850 6986 and 850 2868 
Click www.brittany.com.ph. 
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Life is great 


Brittany 
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2004 gross sales of prestige brands* 
(in million pesos) 
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WHAT'S INSIDE. 


ty items is an indicator of the economy 
and a reflection of our values and how it 
underscores the disparity between the 
elite and the poor. 

Most of these brands posted double- 
digit growth in sales turnover despite а 
slack economy. Over the years that Гуе 
covered the retail and luxury brands 
(traditionally labeled “non-essential 
goods"), high-end products have thrived 
because they cater to a recession-proof 
market. These brands have been bullish 
about product launches. During the holi- 
day season, product launches start peak 
ing. 

What drives the sales? The imagina- 
tion—the limitless fuel for a constant of- 
fering of new thrills and identity. Thats 
what brings people to the counter. Loyal- 
ty is created through emotion as exem- 
plified by the bond between the cus- 
tomer and the product. The beauty con- 
sultant (and the in-store makeup artist) 
is crucial in shaping that relationship. 


Shiseido 

Since the 90s, Shiseido has dominat- 
ed the market because of a wide distribu- 
tion network. Unfortunately, the first lo- 
Lanconie cal distributor, Mondragon, was beset by 

financial problems, and the brand was 
missed in the market for a couple of 
years. When Luxasia Inc. took over, the 
company had to work from Ground Zero 
to make it back to the top of the heap. 
Shiseido grossed P90 million. Compared 
to last years turnover, it grew by 30 per- 
cent. 

Shiscido's unique selling point is rev 
erence for Japanese customs and tradi- 
tions. Behind every product and service. 
at the counter is a long history. Donna. 
Faylona, product manager for Shiseido, 
attributes success to the company’s ad- 
herence to omotenashi, loosely translat- 
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Shiseido Estee 


Lauder 


Clinique 
Uemura 


*Jan-Oct. (Actual) Nov.-Dec. (Estimated) 


This business of beauty „сеч 


The consumption of skin care products, cosmetics, and fragrances 
isa telling indicator of the economy and a reflection of our values 


IF YOU don’t believe that the economy In the local fashion and beauty busi- ip п nd image-con- 


posted a year-to-date growth of 6.5- 
percent, here are the year-to-date gross 
sales figures for the beauty business, 
particularly the "prestige brands,” 
which marketers define as high-end 
beauty products sold in limited and 
elite shopping stores. (See table.) 


ness, figures are never discussed with 
press. They are considered sensitive in- 
formation. For an incisive story on the 
“rags and paint” trades, the journalist ог 
researcher needs to go to the internal 
revenues office to open the books. (Our 
own source requested anonymity) Fil 


set their sights on 
ucis and brand icons г 

hard to fi 
to dig up. 
not a fluffy 


new pro 
than hard-core news. Its 
writers who have the d 
formation and prove this 
beat. 

The consumption of fashion and beau- 


ed as “hospitality” or “the right way of 
doing things.” 

"Omotenashi is an all-encompassing 
philosophy that permeates all our daily 
activities—management interaction 
with our beauty consultants, our beauty 

тні 


RICH IN THINGS 

Thanks to marketing, the number of possibilities 
have exploded not only in affluent cultures but 
also in Third World aspirational ifestyes. Goods 
area means of communication. Read more about 
the hottest consumer items in section L. 


MANILA + 6750 AYALA CENTER. 02 893 3/89 


GREENBELT 4 AYALA CENTER, 02 728 5061 ТО 62 RUSTANS DEPARTMENT STORE, 02 810 02 637 2173 


D——— ——— € 


| { SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11,2004 


s sz PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


At th e h ea rt of CU Itu re Ayala Museum may yet be our gift to the world 


= 
ELAN 
By Leovino Ma. Garcia (lu, 


Contributor — ^ ¥ 


FOR SOME time to come, you will have to see, and 
be seen at, the new Ayala Museum—if you want to 
be considered "cultured" in Metro Manila. 

Declared as “а gift to the Filipino people" to 
highlight the 170th anniversary celebration of the 
Ayala Group of Companies, this world-class facili- 
ty of glass and granite opened its doors to the hoi 
polloi or public on Oct. 1 

One can only admire the Ayala Group for 
putting into practice an insight long followed by 
cosmopolitan centers like Paris and Singa- 
pore—that culture and commerce need each oth- 
er, for better or for worse. By deliberately situating 
the Ayala Museum in the very heart of Makati's 
premier commercial center, the Ayalas acknowl- 


EARLY work of the late abstractionist 
Fernando Zobel 


edge the holistic nature of being human. One does 
not only shop or dine. One must not only take in 
things. One must be taken out beyond one's self, to 
“experience” in the real sense what it means to be 
fully human. 

‘The challenge then is to convince shoppers and 
passersby to cross the threshold ofthis stunning gate- 
way to reinvigorate their spirit, to come “dwell” in 
this oasis of culture. For as the French philosopher 
Emmanuel Levinas reminds us, a "dwelling" is a 
place for “a recollection, a coming to oneself, a re- 
treat home with oneself as in a land of refuge.” A 
dwelling is a space where we can recover our 
strength in order to accomplish the tasks that we 
must do. Ayala Museum promises to be such a space. 


Render RP visible 

It takes as its mission the remembrance of 
things past and the imagination of things to come. 
Only a peoplé with a memory can open a future. 

‘Ayala Museum contributes to the promotion of 
what is sorely lacking today—a sense of nation- 
hood, a pride of heritage, a confidence of identity. 
This it seeks to do by bringing back Philippine doc- 
uments, images, and artifacts from overseas insti- 
tutions to share with local audiences. 

1с cannot be denied that among the countries in 
Asia, itis our nation that suffers from a lack of self- 
esteem. Although eight million Filipinos make 
their presence felt all over the globe by dint of 
hard work, our art, culture and cuisine remain in- 
visible abroad. International gains may have been 


AT LAST, a world-class museum 


ENJOY 2 NIGHTS AND GET THE THIRD NIGHT FREE. 


For a quick getaway this Holiday Season, take your family to Edsa Shangri-La, Manila. 
‘bal 


Book a 2-night stay at a 


made in pop music (Lea Salonga et al.), interior 
design (Budji Layug and the Movement of 8) and 
literature (if you go by Krip Yuson). 

Nevertheless, international publishers hesitate 
to place the adjective “Filipino” on books dealing 
with our lifestyle, architecture, and philosophy, to 
name a few. 

The nouveau Ayala Museum strives to preserve, 
interpret, and promote the awareness, under- 
standing, and appreciation of our history arts and 
cultures. It hopes to do all these in a global context 
by partnering with international museums. Proofs 
of these—the current exhibits which include the 
famous dioramas and boat gallery; an impressive 
collection of Philippine ivory art from the 16th to 
the 19th centuries; works of the masters Juan Lu- 
na, Fernando Amorsolo, and Fernando Zobel; and 
watercolor albums of Damian Domingo and Jus- 
tiniano Asuncion; and Philippine costumes from 
the 18th and 19th centuries. 

The latter two represent unprecedented loans 
from the New York Public Library, the Newberry 
Library in Chicago, the National Museum of Eth- 
nology in Leiden, The Netherlands and the Singa- 
pore Art Museum. 


Dynamic center 


There is a remarkably new commitment to turn 
Ayala Museum into a dynamic experimental cen- 
ter for the arts. A museum, after all, is not a mau- 


“gain more self-esteem. 


the first two days. 


soleum. It is a living space. It is where the heart of 
life beats to a di 


luxe room for only Php9;300++", and get the third consecutive night free. 
‘We'll even treat you to a buffet breakfast for two in our coffee shop on 


‘And to further enjoy this break, dine at our specialty restaurants, try any of the hotel amenities 
or simply relax in the luxury of our bedrooms. For inquiries and reservations, 
call (02) 636-9082 to 87 or email reservations.esl@shangri-la.com. 
At Edsa Shangri-La, restful nights are part of our Christmas treat. 
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ferent rhythm—beyond narcis- 


sism, the care for the self, politics, d: 380. 

Concerts, poetry readings, plays; ай perfor- 
mances (and may I suggest book launcliings, stim- 
ulating lectures in the humanities fob young pro- 
fessionals) are events ór^bappeinist to look for- 
ward to. One hopes the small éxhibition space on 
the second floor, instead of being tented out, will 
be made available at no extra cost to young artists 
Itcan be open free of charge to passersby who just. 
may yield to the temptation of shelling out P75 to 

Except for a minor Hux раве) welichefore 
(one was made to wait 30 minutesito ef An offi- 
cial receipt for a set of catalogues} and told that 
the tag on an item carried the wipng price), the 
"experience" at Ayala Museum turned out to be a 
pleasurable lesson in acquiring a pride of heritage, 
a joy in one's identity, and a hope for the future of 
the nation. 

Indeed, a visitor comes out of the Ayala Muse- 
um with a commitment to urgently care for the 
traces of our being Filipino. This will be our gift to 
the world. 

Ayala Museum is open Tuesdays to Fridays from 
9 a.m, to 7 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Regular admission fees are P350 
for adults and P250 for children, students, and s 
nior citizens. Discounted rates for Philippine resi- 
dents are P150 and P75 respectively. 

For inquiries, call 757 7117 to 21 or visit 
wiw.ayalamuseum.org. Email the author at Igar- 


cia@ateneo.edu. 
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This business of beauty 


From page}! 

consultants’ interaction with the customers, 
how we handle and present our products, 
product design, beauty philosophy" Faylona 
explains. “We have also widened our distribu- 
tion—we now have a total of 14 counters and 
stores. We also ensure that our counters are 
stocked well with the correct product mix at 
any given time.” 

Next year, Luxasia is set fo drum up Piéd 
Nus, one of Shiseido's funky but elite brands. It 
was introduced in Manila nearly 10 years ago 
by makeup guru Masa Ohtake. 


Estée Lauder group 

‘The cosmetics from the Estée Lauder Group 
of Companies—Clinique, Estée Lauder and 
MAC, have maintained their position. These 
are part of the cosmetics and toiletries division 
of Rustan's Commercial Corporation, Accord- 
ing to Imelda Lerma, division manager of the 
Estée Lauder Group, Estée Lauder itself experi- 
enced a plateau while Clinique grew by 10 per- 
cent. MAC jumped by 48 percent when it 
opened a second counter at Rustan’s Tower. 

Irauspiciously lured more customers to this 
store. At Rustan's Makati, MAC reported a 17 
percent growth. The growth of the entire 
group, which includes Bobbi Brown, Origins, 
Та Мег and designer fragrances, is 15 percent. 

“The longer you've been in the industry sales 
growth levels. MAC is the newest (launched in 
2001 in the Philippines). Thats why it posted 
the highest growth,” explains Lerma. 

Since last year, MAC hes been given stiff 
competition by Shu Uemura, a brand of LOréal 
Only in the Philippines was this American 
brand upstaged by Shu Uemura, Lerma says" 
there is no reason to butt heads since MAC of- 
fers a diverse range of products. This year, MAC 
was bullish. 

“With MAC introducing two collections а 
month, customers perceived it as a dynamic 
brand." says Lerma. 

L'Oréal group 

Lancome, the luxury brand under LOréal 
Philippines, which is distributed in four Rus- 
tan's outlets including Cebu, is keeping m 
about figures. 

Shu Uemura, the new kid on the block, cre- 
ated a buzz in the beauty circle: Cristina Tinio, 
product manager, says, the Philippine opera? 
tion is touted as the most successful business 
model in the company's entire history. 

“It’s the highest-ranking in the world,” says 
Tinio, "We were lucky because we started from 
scratch, We didn't inherit any baggage. We 
built cult status out of the brand. We created 
desire and were able to capitalize on that. The 
team is very dedicated. We work 24/7." 

One of their marketing tacks is having а 
high-profile makeup artist—Frances “Keng” 
Zulueta, who also works fuli time, 

"She doesn't have rackets like others," Tinio 
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notes. Zulueta's employment was no fluke. To 
be accredited, the perspective artist must send 
a video to Japan showing skin-care and make- 
up techniques, his or her grooming, deport- 
ment and people skills. They undergo training 
and rigid procedures before they are acknowl- 
edged by Shu Uemura. Out of about 40 appli- 
cants worldwide, 18 pass. | 

Remarkably for an expensive brand, 40 per- 
cent of the customers are under 30 years old. 
Could it be the brand's frequent pictorials in 
PDI's Super! and Philippine Star's Y Style? Al- 
though media exposure helps generate interest 
and boost the image, the verdict is reached at 
the counter. And the retail experience makes 
for repeat visits. 

“1 don't want anyone to have bad experience 
with the brand. We just love it, Is about under- 
standing the product and sharing the joy of be- 
ing beautiful,” says Tinio. 

“The average consumer spending is P3,500t0 
5,000 for two or three products. For Shiseido, 
about 60 percent of the sales comes from skin 
care items, while 40 percent comes from cos- 
metics, with foundations as the top sellers, The 
brand's selling point is the treatment benefits of 
the cosmetics. 

In the Estée Lauder group, lipsticks are the 
best sellers. Lerma adds that color items, be it 
eye shadow or lipstick, is always bought on im- 
pulse. Itis skin care that establishes loyalty. 

Lancóme's lipsticks and volumizmg mas- 
aras are the top sellers, When'Shü Uemera 
opened at Rustan's Makati in October 2002, 
supply could nor meet the demand. Women 
made a beeline for the eyelash curlers. 

There was a waitlist of 500. To this day, Shu 
Uemura still sells an average of 400 eye lash 
curlers a month. Although 55 percent of the 
sales comes from cosmetics, 20 percent of the 
total business comes from the much-vaunted 
Cleansing Oil, the rest from the sun protector. 


More than vanity 

The brand managers’ answers to why pres- 
tige brands thrive in tough times, were stock, 

"To me, itis more than a matter of vanity ог 
putting up a pretty front as the cost of living ris- 
es. This is a phenomenon of the affluent, and 
the middle class that aspires to keep up with 
the affluent. They are hooked on the principle 
of non-saturation, There will never be enough 
colors and creams to fulfill our dreams, Person- 
al care products serve an expressive function, 
‘Although the produces performance counts, in 
the long run, what matters more is what the 
goods say, or how the purchaser wishes to 
make a statement about herself or himself 

More than just denoting social status, pres- 
tige brands signal compliance to a facsimile of a 
Vogue, In Style or "Sex in the City” lifestyle, 
Like mobile phones, digital cameras, watches, 
cars and plasma TY, prestige cosmetic brands 
have become cultural statements that there is 
no cessation to economic expansion, 
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INSPIRED by Marlene Dietrich's provocative style, the Malice collection features a string of pearls 
with a high-fashion strap in black and white perforated leather. 


Dior Watches: 
luxurious, glittering 


IF YOU can't afford an haute cou- 
ture gown, a good watch is the next 
best thing to a brush with the high 

-life. 

^ Тыз is the pitch for Dior watches, 
1 routed as “crucial accessories" at the 
heart of the Christian Dior label. 
Brand awareness is of prime import 
to LVMH Watch and Jewellery Inc., 
which drives the marketing tack of 

Dior watches in Asia. 
“There is no doubt that the brand is 
well known,” says Dominique Taieb, 

ч commercial director for Dior Watch- 

“es, a division of LVMH Watch and 
Jewellery Inc. "But we want the mar- 
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ket to realize its proximity to the 
brand. That is how we want to en- 
hance our presence here. From the 
standpoint of Christian Dior, the 
brand is always ahead of time, under- 
stood, refined and offers subtle ele- 
gance.” 

The design, says Taieb combines 
the expertise of fine Swiss watch 
making with Anglo-French sensibil 
ties. Dior's creative director, the En- 
glish-bom John Galliano, and his 
brand studio team have supervised 
the creation of all the watches this 
season. 

Hot items are the Malice collec- 


tion, each in a stainless steel case 
that has the trademark CD Link, or 
black Ottoman, Trotter and Dior- 
ling straps; the Chris 47, Admic It, 
Dior Girly, and D'Tricks. Dior is lo- 

cally distributed by Watchworks. 
“Glittering and sparkling high-jew- 
еу watches will make way for next 
year, plus the new aesthetically beau- 
tiful Bagheera line,” says Taieb. 
"Christian Dior offers women access 
to luxury. They are the ones making 
the statement on their individuality, 
Luxury and novelty set Dior watches 
other fashion brand of 
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Upgrade to the new Nokia 2600. Enjoy full color while you communicate 
more effectively with its powerful texting features. 

Enjoy color with its Preloaded Themes, Wallpapers, Animated Screensavers and Games * Do more with the convenience 
of its user-friendly Nokia Menu • Stay mobile and productive with its Calendar with Alarms/Reminders, New Spreadsheet, 
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BARTHOLOMI. Running a resort is no 
different froma city hotel. The staffers 
must make the guests happy. 


Where life is a beach 


FRIDAY'S beachfront is valued for its exclusivity. 
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THE SWIMMING pool is the focal point of 
the resort design. 


WALKING on White Beach, you feel Boracay's fa- 
bled powdery sand under your feet, and you quiver 
in the соо! ait. А soft mist veils the coast, then the 
sun sets on that delicate sea, giving off muted, hazy 
red and orange colors. Some birds are perched on a 
rock, waiting for the sun to rouse thermal bubbles. 
‘The soft foam pulls wide across the beach, 

This beach is special. Unlike other parts of Bora- 
сауз beachfront, there are no stray dogs or hawkers 
to pester you. As the foam rolls in, there is no garbage 
or even sea debris because this area is cleaned sever- 
al times a day. There are floaters that fence off the 
bancas that are not only eyesores but also hazards to 
swimmers’ safety. 

For 22 years, Friday's, the pioneer luxury resort in 
the island, has maintained its impeccable reputation. 
‘To foreigners, the selling point is the Robinson Cru- 
soe fantasy. Friday's has adapted itself to the require- 
ments ofits demanding clientele. 


Native touches 

The villas imitate the bahay kubo with thatched 
roof, bamboo trusses and sawali finishes. Bur they 
have Western comforts and follow the international 
standard of hotel service. The hotel takes these na- 
tive elements and interprets them in a resort context. 

Perched on the slopes are more cotrages that also 
use indigenous materials yet have all the modern 
conveniences such as wireless Intemet access. The 
resorts design interacts with the vegetation, evoking 
a self-contained community between the forest and 
the sea. Bamboo and warm woods are used for floor- 
ing, and these enhance the ambience of closeness to 
nature. Similarly simple Furniture, hand-woven local 
fabries are used prodigiously. Tropical flowers and 
mosquito nets lend a romantic touch. 

‘Although the focal point ofthe resort design isthe 
swimming pool from where all the villas radiate, Fri- 


Succor from 
sucrose, care 
of Leonidas 


Or how to eat your 
chocolate and keep your 
waistline, too 


By MeluchiA. Rivera 
Contributor 


WEIGHT watchers, rejoice! For in this season of 
merriment and of throwing diets out the windo 
Belgium's Leonidas is helping ease the guilt of i 
dulging our sweet tooth by stocking up on its sug- 
ar-free line of premium chocolate confections, 

Diabetics and those on strict diets need no 
longer shun Leonidas’ sparkling displays at Mani- 
Ja's select malls. They can, in fact, run to Leonidas 
counters for aid in seeking succor from sucrose! 
‘The "lite" chocolates use maltitol and sorbitol as 
sweeteners, and have 14-24 percent less calories 
versus "regular" chocolates. The best part is, they 
are still delicious and sublime. 

Try Buche Praline, hazelnut praline in milk 
chocolate; or the dark chocolate Ganache with а 
hint of orange. Leonidas top-selling variant, 
Manon Café, with its coffee cream filling and one 
whole hazelnut, also comes in a sugar-free version. 
‘These and the Olympe (orange cream), Lingot 
(vanilla cream), Cerise (cherry), Finesse (choco- 
late coin), Feuille (vanilla liqueur) and Forever 
(coffee butter cream) make up the sugar-free selec- 
tion, which is the fastest-growing segment of 
Leonidas’ line of chocolates. 

‘The sugar-free chocolates are particularly popu- 
lar in the Philippines, a fact that was quickly noted 
by Jan Van Cleemput, head of marketing for Asia at 
Confiserie Leonidas, during а recent visit. "As а per- 
‘centage of sales, it is even more popular here than 
in Europe," he noted, adding that other new vari- 
ants were forthcoming, Their local partner, Vanes- 
sa Figueroa, also revealed that the sugar-free line 
has accounted for nearly 30 percent of orders 
flown in every two weeks from Belgium. 


day's main attraction is the private beach. Guests lie 
on the divan, enjoying the uninterrupted view of the 
seashore. Security aides watch the beachfront dis- 
сгеейу. 

Positive attitude 

Friday's has also been commended as the most 
child-friendly resort on the island. General manager 
Philippe Bartholomi attributes this to the genuine 
friendliness of the staff. 

“Our staffers are not just here to work; they enjoy 
what they're doing. When they see children, they in- 
stinetively play with 
them. They are very posi- 
tive. In retum, they earn 
more revenues. Guests 
spend more so there is a 
higher service charge or 
leave a good tip. Nobody 
leaves a tip if there isn't that extra one percent," he 
says. 

"The Belgian siational lends his Libran charm—ex- 
cellent communication skills and a strong ability to 
work with people—in running the resort. He didn't 
take the route of a traditional hotelier. Batholomi 
was the general manager of the Manila franchise of 
the Playboy Club at the height of the club scene in 
"80s. Inthe early ‘90s, he helped launch a unique con- 
cepc—singing waiters at La Scala restaurant. When 
theme restaurant bars were the rend, he managed 
‘Studebaker in the Asia Pacific region. He rerumed 
the Philippines and became general manager of the 
Manila Polo Club. Weary of the traffic, pollution and 
keeping up with city people, Bartholomi took up his 
present post. 

“Although life here is laid-back, the demands of 
the business are the same,” he says. He describes 
working with the islanders as a matter of under- 


This Robinson Crusoe 
resort is run like 
any five-star operation 


standing a different culture. Being conciliatory, 
Bartholomi can objectively see the various perspec- 
tives and determine the method to benefit both sides 
to get the best possible result 


Seamless 

The day-to-day operation is seamless. Staffers re- 
port to the kitchen at 5 a.m. for breakfast that starts 
at 6 for guests who will make their early departure to 
their excursions. All kinds of bread prepared by the 
resorts bakery have been baked the night before. At 
sunrise, the beachfront is cleaned and by 7 am., itis 

spotless. In the resort, the 
maintenance crew is con- 
stantly raking the sand. 

At sunset, the house- 
keeping staff delivers a 
special message and 
homemade Belgian truf- 
fles on fresh leaves when they rum down the beds. 

"The guests live a privileged life although Bartholo- 
mi says the day starts very early for them. "They о 
straight to the sea, then take an early breakfast. After 
that, they stay on the beach to gera tan or go around, 
indulge in water sports, scuba diving, hiking or go to 
Mandala spa. The lunch is usually light. They are 
back in the late afternoon to enjoy the sunset at the 
beach or cocktail at the bat. Asian guests eat their 
dinners very early. Westerners eat after 8." 


Corporate responsibility 

The job of the Boracay hotelier doesn't end with 
just looking at the bottom line. 

Many hoteliers and owners of establishments 
formed the Boracay Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry (BCCI). It aims to preserve the environment, 
serve the community while being the voice of local 
business. Among its concerns are street lighting, 


ENJOY the pleasure without the guilt. 


New attractions 

Of course, the regular bonbons are still 
around—more than 80 varieties! These confec- 
tions, which have fans (this writer included) 
around the world, feature praline fillings, ganach- 
es with fresh cream, soft caramel, marzipan, liquor, 
orange zest; and truffles flavored with champagne, 
orange liqueur, Irish coffee, amaretto, whisky, 
rhum café, coconut, cacao and pistachio. Leonidas 
newest additions, the napolitains, are individually 
wrapped chocolate wafers in six flavors: orange, 
cinnamon, mint, feuilletine (milk chocolate with 
chunks of crispy biscuit), nibs (dark chocolate with 
biscuit chunks), and for the true chocolate afi- 
cionado, the Sao Tome (72 percent): 

Still another reason to visit а Leonidas counter 
this holiday season is to pick up some great gifts. 1 
сап personally guarantee (having done the re- 
search for an earlier article) that Leonidas choco- 
lates can please different palates as they com. 
bitter (dark chocolate), sweet (milk) and very 
sweet (white chocolate) variants, They can delight 
both a small child and the big boss. They run a low 
risk of being recycled! 

Of course, you must first muster the willpower 
to actually give away these tasty morsels. Which 
brings us to the big risk with buying Leonidas—you 
may just end up giving them to yourself 


Don't trust yourself to personally purchase and de- 
liver these luscious confections. Leonidas offers deliv- 
ery service for orders of P20,000 upwards. For or- 
ders/inquiries, call 712-4171/712-2555, fax 712- 
0854 or email belgianchocolates@leonidas.com.ph 


Philippine reefs 
up close 


SCOTT “Gutsy” Tuason works for the family fim 
Squires Bringham Intemational, distributor of frearms, 

He is recognized by many as one of Manila's most el- 
igible bachelors, and a diver whose passion is captur- 
ing underwater images. 

“tm better known as a photographer than an arms 
dealer” says the 36-year-oldartist. — . 

Tuason has published three coffee-table books. The 
first was on Philippine coral reefs, which he co-au- 
thored with Rafael Cusi. “Anilao,” a book on which he 
collaborated with Eduardo Cu-Unjieng, was cited as 
Best Large Format Picture Book at the 27th World Fes- 
tival of Underwater Images in France. He was also 
‘commissioned by Jewelmer to do a book on Philippine 
South Sea pearis. 

On Dec. 14 at the Peninsula Manila, Tuzson will 
launch his fourth coffee-table book, "Bahura: A Pas- 
sage Through Philippine Reefs.” (Bakura means “reef” 
in Filipino.) Iis a compilation of 200 images taken in 
the past 10 years, covering trips from sites around 
Lubang and Cabra off Batangas, down to Tarde Islands 
off Malaysia and the Philippines. 

"The book is sel. published, When Tuason made his 
pitch for this project, he found out that companies 
were not interested in a high-end, large format coffee- 
table book, particularly on marine Ше. He bravely set 
up his own company, Guerilla Publishing, got in- 
vestors, and explained to them the book's potential 

Tuason is proud that “Bahura” is “100 percent Fil- 
ipino effort" from concept to printing. "Rahura" is de- 


waste management, sewerage and watershed refor- 
station to guarantee the island's freshwater supply. 

As chair of the membership committee, Bartholo- 
mi screens applicants, looks for grants for environ- 
mental projects and keeps the community informed 
of the BCCI’s activities. 

“In the past months, we were able to push for 
garbage segregation, which led to the closure of the 
dumpsite. We urged our members to preserve the is- 
land by connecting to the freshwater system and is- 
land sewerage system. As more investors come in 
and the population keeps on growing, we have to 
care about our island," he says. 

Boracay’s high season has begun. The resort is 
girding for the holiday hoopla. Every December, re- 
sort employees create giant lanterns using materials 
that represent their department, For instance, the 
wine cellar staffers use corks and bottles; the kit 
makes a lantern from fruits and breads. i 
ingenuity impresses the foreigners, 
says. 

On Dec. 24 and 25, the resort offers its five-star 
menu with extensive wines stored in the tempera- 
ture-controlled cellar. The sophistication of the c 
sine is unmatched in the island. New Years Eve is the 
most anticipated event. At the resort, the buffet sta- 
tions look like a cornucopia of sinful delights and 
cover the beach, adorned with lanterns. Two DJs 
spin Latin and retro music, catering to the baby 
boomer market. “People over 40 form the bulk of our 
market on New Years Eve," Bartholomi observes. 

‘The drinks are overflowing, and by midnight, the 
guests get into the traditional champagne toast while 
enjoying the fireworks in the sky. Marge C. Enriquez 


Bartholomi 


For details, call 810-2101 or 892-9283 or (036) 
288-6200 or e-mail at info@friadysboracay.com or 
wonefridaysboracay.com. 


BIGEYE barracuda photographed at Apo Reef, 
Mindoro Occidental 


signed to interest even non-divers. 

“Ive been wanting to do a book on the Philippines,” 
he says. “The Philippines is part of the epicenter of ma- 
rine biodiversity, which also includes Indonesia and 
Malaysia, We have the largest number of species of ma- 
rine life found on the planet. The international diving 
community never thought ofthe Philippines as a major 
diving destination. 1 want to showcase that aspect.” 

One of the country’s least known attractions is the 
sheer number of species. "Опе dive spot in Anilao has 
100 species of coral, compared to the whole of the 
Caribbean which has 60," he says. 

“Tuason uses a digital camera or film, depending on 
the situation, He favors the digicam when working in a 
low light situation or shooting fast-moving subjects. 

* did great white sharks during a cave dive in Mexi- 
со. The digital shots came out better than those on 
film,” he says. But for close-ups, he points out, nothing 
beats the sensuality and colors of fim. 

“Bahura” has just touched the tip of the reefs, so to 
speak, in the coverage of Philippine marine life. Tuason 
is optimistic about the prospect of producing another 
volume. 


For details, email photasea@pacifi.net ph. 
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Cosmetic acupuncturénot only fights aging but also boosts the immune 


се 


system and can take years off your face 


BER rs: an integral part of health and well- 
neff улер we fenlabou our Ink, the 
pu ЕЕ Unfortunately, as we age, 
outsskin-Joses its elasticity. The body's ability 
to jiioducé-collagen and circulation in the 
face both slow down. Wrinkles, sagging eyes, 
puffyror droopy éyelids'and double chins are 
signs ofthis. 

"То recapture our youthful looks, we consid- 
er many unnatural and invasive approaches: 
plastic surgery, Botox, cosmetic injections, 
chemical peels and a host of other procedures. 

‘Unknown to many, there is a holisticaltemna- 
tive to plastic surgery: cosmetic acupuncture. 
Tn fact, last Thursday, the "Today Show" fea- 
tured a New York licensed acupuncturist and 
his patient. The patient said the procedure re- 
moved her deep furrows caused by squinting. 
‘The acupuncturist told Today host Matt Lauer 
that itis an effective, natural treatment that re- 
duces signs of aging. Based on the principles of 
traditional Chinese medicine, it involves the 
insertion of fine, disposable needles into 
acupuncture points on the face and body. 

This superficial insertion enhances circula 
tion in the face and stimulates collagen pro- 
duction, filling out the lines and lending firm- 
mess to the skin fora healthy, glowing complex- 
jon. 

Acupuncture has been used for thousands of 
years to treat many conditions and illnesses. Its 
effectiveness is related to the manipulation of 
energy points on the body to balance and re- 
move blockages in the meridians (channels of 
blood and energy) in order to achieve health 
and prevent diseases. 

A local expert, Dr. Edwin Falconi, recom- 
mends 12 treanments, scheduled twice a week 
for six weeks, although increased frequency is 
possible to achieve faster results. Each treat- 
ment takes from 45 to 60 minutes. Falconi is a 
‘medical internist-acupuncturist. He received 
special training in cosmetic acupuncture from 
Dr Ang of Singapore. 


Howis it done? 

‘Acosmetic acupuncturist uses the meridians 
that either end or begin at the face to stimulate 
and balance energy. At the same time, the pro- 
cedure can treat the underlying factors that 
contribute to aging. Hair-thin disposable nee- 
dles are embedded in the energy pathways or 
meridians found in specific areas on the face, 
‘ears, hands, legs and torso. This process im- 
proves the flow of qi (energy). As the move- 
ment of energy improves, more energy and 
blood circulate in the face—nourishing, hy- 
drating, toning and diminishing the appear- 
ance of wrinkles. 

Manipulating other acupuncture points, 
usually on the arms and legs, can also improve 
the energy flow in the internal organs. This 
way we are working holistically, namely on the 
physical appearance and the underlying fac- 
tors influencing it. 

Cosmetic acupuncture may take from 5 to 
10 years off your face. It helps to eliminate fine 
lines. It can also minimize dark circles, puffy 
eyes, double chin, sagging skin and dropping 
eyelids. Other benefits: 

* It relaxes muscle tone; 

© Itoxygenates the skin; 

© It keeps acne under control; 

* It nourishes the skin, for a healthy com- 
plexion; 

Itincreases collagen production; 

ө Itsoften scars; 

e It rejuvenates. 


Does it really work? 

Cosmetic acupuncture has been acknowl- 
edged-for thousands of years in China. It goes 
back as early as the Sung Dynasty (960-1270 
АР), when it was performed on the empress 
and the emperor's concubines. The Chinese 
have always postulated that beauty radiates 
from the inside out. If the internal body is 
nourished and the energy and blood are flow- 
ing smoothly, the external body will reveal 
such a state inthe form of radiance. 


DR. FALCONI administers cosmetic 
acupunture to stimulate collagen 
production. 


| Over time, this form of treatment for enrich- 
ment of ones beauty was lost. But in the 
1960s, the International Acupuncture Conven- 
tion in Beijing reported that patients being 
treated for migraine noticed а marked en- 
hancement in their facial tone and skin. This 
led to a revival of the ancient approach to 
health and beauty. 

А 1996 study in the International Journal of 
Clinical Acupuncture reported that of 300 cas- 
es treated with cosmetic acupuncture, 90 per- 
cent exhibited marked effects after one course 
of treatment (12 sessions). These effects in- 


per 


By Dr. Martin Camara 
Contributor 


cluded: the skin becoming delicate and fait 
improvement of the elasticity of facial muscles, 
leveling of wrinkles, ruddier complexion and 
rejuvenation, 

However, acupuncture has been known for 
treating conditions such as asthma, allergies, 
headaches and pain. In 1996 the World Health 
‘Organization came up with a list of 44 condi- 
tions that respond positively to acupuncture. 
For a fraction of the cost of a surgical facelift, 
acupuncture is definitely worth trying. 

(For questions, email drmartin@intercare- 
centers com) 
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Eyelash aflutter l 


CELEBRITY hairdresser Ricky 
Reyes’ vanity has made him re- 
lentiess in output and aspira- 
tions. If he could look good with 
image-enhancing discoveries, 
why not offer it to the market? 

Reyes has come up with quick 
fixes for the hair- and eyelash- 
challenged. His salons now of- 
fer eyelash extension and Hair 
Enhancement System for men. 

In time for the party season, 
eyelash extensions lend drama 
to holiday makeup. 

Individual lashes, made from 
human һай, have been steril- 
ized to remove the protein and 
make them lighter for wear. 
About 20 pieces of lashes in 
varying lengths, depending on 


ka 


the client's preference, are used 
on each eye. The treatment, 
worth P1,500, takes 45 min- 
utes. The salons also provide 
complimentary maintenance 
with replenishment rates at P50 
perlash. 

Although a clean pate is cool; 
some men equate hair with 
virility and machismo. Reyes 
developed the Hair Enhance- 
ment System, do-it-yourself 
kit consisting up of a setting 
spray and an organic fiber ki 
The spray preps the balding 
spot for application and sets the 
fibers in place, The fibers attach 
to thinning strands to plump 
them up and cover the balding 
patches. These fibers stay in 
place until they are washed 
out. 

These services are exclusive- 
ly available at Ricky Reyes sa- 
ons. Call hotlines 723-5440 
and 721-7705. 
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Its all about movement 


Photos by Larry Tamondong, Pacific Light Studios 
Pictorial direction by Albert Avellana 


AFTER a long season of stick-straight hair, loose, 
scattered curls are making a comeback. Slack and 
manipulated by the fingers, the curls are less de- 
fined, inviting to be caressed. 

“Call it Movement,” says Cherry Reyes, owner 
of the local Essensuals Toni & Guy on the salon's 
2005 forecast. "When you say ‘curls,’ it sounds so 
1808." Reyes and her team recently returned from 
London, where they routinely update themselves 
on new collections and 
techniques at the Toni & 
Guy Academy. 

Reyes explains: "The 
Synchronized Collection 
is a continuation from 
last season—irs ай 
about volume and tex- 
ture. Its Anti-Head—wider, big hair, but not in 
terms of height. The style spreads horizontally. 
This is achieved through the cutting and styling." 

Basis for the cuts are a play in balanced and 
lopsided lines. The season's favorite is the classic, 
layered cut that is feminine, albeit, sexy. The oth- 
ers range from narrow crops to mid-length layers 
with textured ends and well-defined borders that 
add more width to the shapes. Fringes are longer, 
so they can also be pinned back. 

“The style is more geometric and graduated. 
‘The color is a mixture or two—not too bright, to 
present the cut more powerfully,” says guest hair- 


HAPPY family. (from bottom) Cherry Reyes, 
Nelson Cruz, Ali Tiongson, Nelson Posadas, 
(seated right) guest stylist Olegs Stephanovs 


This looker is 
a working man 


JACQUES Dupasquier is one of Manila's best- 
dressed men. He would look equally great with just 
the proverbial fig leaf, thanks to workouts at Gold's 
Gym. With his photographs frequently published in 
society pages, Dupasquier gives the impression that 
he is either a serial dater ora party animal. 

"have a day job,” he insists. He holds a lot of di- 
rectorships and corporate positions. 

In real estate, he is chairman of 19-1 Realty 
Corp., vice chair of Bonifacio West Development 
Corp., director and president of Multi-Addweal 
Corp. and ADD Land Inc. director of Pilar Develop- 
ment Corp. and Metropolis Development Corpora- 
tion director. 

In human resources, he is chair of three compa- 
nies—ADD-Force Personnel Services Inc., ADD In- 
ternational Services Inc, and ADD Professional 
Consultants Inc. He is a director of the family- 
‘owned Banco Filipino Savings & Mortgage Bank. 

Whew! 

Unlike other chairs and presidents who just 
golfand travel, Dupasquier says he works hard. 
main responsibilities are attending meetings and 
making decisions with my partners and then dele- 
gating/distributing work. 1 try to do most of my 
‘thinking’ work in the morning when my mind's at 

s best, like meetings, analyzing reports and mak- 
ing decisions. I split my afternoons between making 
and returning phone calls, and writing emails.” 

With such a busy schedule, he sports a versatile 
haircut that can be styled depending on his mood. “I 


Curls are still around, but 
they are less defined and 
more breezy 


dresser Olegs Stephanovs from Russia. 

Complementing the expansive shapes are 
highlights and slicing techniques that result in 
various textures and create the illusion of height. 
Stripey, rooty, disparate highlighting takes the 
backseat, says Reyes. This season, colors, mostly 
in wine tones, intertwine. Interrelated color 
tones are worked internally and lightened 
through to the edges to soften the silhouette. 

‘Adds creative direc- 
tor Nelson Cruz, "We 
don’t even have to color 
the hair completely. Us- 
ing different tech- 
niques, we can focus on 
certain areas, like the 
fringes or the perime- 
ters, while the rest remain in natural shades. 
There's not too much color contrast." 

Curling tongs are the hottest accessories of the 
moment. With a quick flick of the wand, one can 
get the look of a studied hairstyle that evokes 
nonchalance by the disarray of curls. Reyes says 
the new generation of styling tools are made of 
ceramic, and are therefore safer. They don't dam- 
age the hair cuticles and add shine. 

Says Cruz, “Curls were fiat before; now you 
use different rods and rollers to achieve move- 
ment.” 


New styling products are constantly being de- 


veloped to meet the requirements of the latest 
trends. "In fact," notes Reyes, “styling lotion is al 
ready passé. Now we have freestyling aid.” 

‘The new products have street names. The most 
popular is Sea Salt Spray, which creates an 
‘evanescent effect with the drama of more densi- 
ty, so hair looks natural and unstylized, and yet 
polished. Reyes describes its effect: “It feels as if 
you've just come back from the beach. The hair is 
soft and slightly sticky, which is good for texture 
and diffusion, so that the hair doesn't look too set 
and too finished." 

There are others—Curls That Rock, Uptight, 
Cat Fight, Small Talk for volume; Head Rush and 
Head Bangers to get that hair-raising rock star 
look. 

Don't curls take up a lot of time, compared to 
the wash-and-wear convenience of rebonded 
he 

For extremely busy women, Reyes says, the sa- 
lon provides perming services. Or it can teach 
them how to create sexy curls by themselves. 

"Any decision takes up time ... if you want to 
look gorgeous, interesting or unusual," replies 
Stephanovs. "Some women depend on profes- 
sionals. Others like to do things on their own." 
Credits: Mia's makeup: Leo Posadas 
Makeup: By Terry available at My Beauty Hub, 
6750 Ayala 
Grooming: Nelson Cruz 


THE BASIC haircut on Mia Nolasco-Cuenca is 
wispy, with graduated layers. Olegs Stephanovs 
used benders to create sexy curls, Fringes are 
loose and chunky, so that for an evening look, they 
can be pinned at the back to create аш. 


‘Seriously Educated Hairdressing’ 


VANITY NEED not be the pursuit of just the 
frivolous. 

Entrepreneur and hairdresser Rosario Reyes tumed 
it into an asset that not only posted profits bur also de- 
veloped talents. 

Chery zs she is called, remembers herself as 
“maarte (fussy)" when she was in high school, often 
indulging herself with hairstyling and manicures. 

‘This inclination led her to train in a salon on 
Katipunan Road and learn haircutting and all the ba- 
sics of salon service from her aunt who came from 
Budjiwara, the salon that popularized precision cut- 
ting locally in the 1970s. 

‘Between her studies at the Ateneo—where she met 
her future husband and business partner, basketball 
player Vincent Reyes—and Miriam College, Cherry 
pursued her interest. In the past 20 years, she has run 
the franchise of a popular salon chain. 

She was part of IOreal's pioneer technical team, 
which taught perming and hair coloring, both of 
which were very new in the country then. 


Harvard of Hairdressing 

Four years ago, Cherry left to further hone her craft 
at the Toni & Guy Academy in Central London. 
Dubbed the "Harvard of Hairdressing," the school not 
only exposed her to the exacting standards of the En 
glish; it also made her realize thar the discipline and 
technique could result in unlimited possibilities- 

However, she chose to carry the Essensuals Toni & 
Guy, offering full salon service at 6750 Ayala. The sa- 
lonis backed up by other socially prominent investors. 
While the original Toni & Guy specializes in hairdress- 
ing, Essensuals offers the works—hair, skin, makeup 
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‘ean style it conservatively for business meetings or $ 


formal socials, sportingly during workouts, casually 
оп weekends and a bit funkier when 1 go out at 
night," he says. 

“1 get my hair cur pretty often, every three weeks 
to be precise. That way, it more or less always looks 
the same, not too short nor too long. I regularly use 
Treat Me Right Peppermint Hair Mask from Bed 
Head TIGI as conditioner after every shampoo. 
‘Then { towel dry my bair a bit, apply Mastermind 
from Bed Head, and blow dry it before styling with 
Manipulator also from Bed Head.” 

The quintessential metrosexual? (How gays bri 
tle at that term), Dupasquier has discussions with 
creative director Nelson Cruz about hairstyles to 
suit his image. "Nothing fussy, fd rather say very 
particular. 1 know exactly what want," he explains. 


JACQUES Dupasquler's hairstyle is fuss-free. The 
textured cut radiates from the crown. It can be 
messed up or waved. "Don't say, 'Gel," says Nelson 
Cruz. "That's very’80s.” 


and nails. 

She says all the hairdressers and colorists were 
trained at Toni & Guy, so they have a uniform tech- 
nique. “We all have to learn the theories which are 
complicated,” says Cherry. “We consult the clients and 
find out what they want. We know step-by-step how to 
meet their needs.” 

For so long in the Philippines, customers came out 
ofa salon wearing a cookie-cutter haircut, whichever 
was the trend du jour. One vital skill she has acquired 
is personalized halreutting—understanding hair tex- 
ture and the way the client's hair falls, sectioning the 
hair according to the prospective style, lifting the hair 
to determine how much layering it needs. She says dif- 
ferent effects could be achieved just by the hairdress- 
ег body position and distance from the client because 
these have a bearing on the rension from pulling the 
locks while cutting. 


Low-maintenance highlights 

Hair coloring and highlighting are the most difficult 
services in the country Very few salons do a commend- 
able job of giving the clients the right color without 
damaging the һай. Cherry observes that the most com- 
mon mishaps in hair coloring are patchy, uneven appli- 
cation, loud highlights, piling up another color on pre: 
viously colored or bleached hai 

‘Alexandra “Ali” Tiongson, Essensuals technical di- 
rector, can produce highlights that require less mainte- 
nance especially for working women. 

"The sectioning for highlights are small,” says АЙ. 
“Plus the client doesn't have to worry about coming 
back to the salon in six weeks, or about regrowth. She 
won't see the contrast very fast 


1n one year, Ali adds, a client can have new high- 
lights thrice. “For somebody who is very busy, will not 
do high-contrast highlights, Ifyou have gray hairs, we 
redo the roots. Its new hair so it can take the abuse of 
chemicals. For highlights, we use high developers 
Even if your hair is healthy, 1 consider the after feel. I 
don't want the clients to think I killed their hair. 1 am 
more into long-term relationship than a one-time bill 
for the client. I always do something that we can 
touch twice and we do highlights after the third visi 
The retouch is every four weeks.” 

Tiongson can create trendy looks for such fashion- 
forward clients as Mia Nolasco-Cuenca, general man- 
ager of Luxasia Inc. The highlights can be sober ot 
trendy, depending on how she pans her hair. When 
Mia parts it on the left, the darker sections are ex- 
posed, Parting the hair on the right reveals matte 
blonde 

Aside from imparting the British standards in salon 
services, the local Essensuals Toni & Guy has also cre- 
ated opportunities for budding talents. Nelson Cruz 
was discovered at an LOreal competition. Had he пог 
met Reyes, he would still be running his salon in Pan- 
gasinan. He is now Essensuals' creative director. Not 
bad for “a provincial lass,” he says in jest. “Toni & Guy 
‘opened doors for me like getting education and train- 
ing. i realized that there was just s6 much to learn." 

‘With “Seriously Educated Hairdressing” as precept, 
the salon offers the “Training Days,” consisting of Basic 
and Advanced Curting intensives. Trainees experience 
the realities of being in a salon as they practice their 
craft at Essensuals Toni & Guy. 

Interested applicants may call Angie Manabat at 812- 
8559 and 812-6002, 
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“MIA'S bleaching took only two hours. 


Busy exec trusts her hairdresser 


AS GENERAL manager of Luxasia Ine., distributor of 
luxury skin-care products, fragrance and cosmetics, 
Mia Nolasco-Cuenca likens her job to that of a foot- 
ball coach. She considers herself lucky to have such 
a driven staff. 

“Му day-to-day activities comprise of all conceiv- 
able efforts to ensure that the company is financially 
healthy and that our people are happy working for 
Luxasia," she says. Like most energetic businessper- 
sons, she believes that every project is a peak in her 
career, In 2005, the company intends to be bullish 
about launching new products and brands, and en- 
suring the team’s growth. 

With her busy schedule, how does Mia manage to 
maintain her long hair? 

She replies: "m usually lazy about styling my 


hair, so usually just tie it back in a ponytail, When 1 
have a function to attend, my current hairstyle is so 
flexible can make it big and curly, or soft and easy. 1 
think the straightironed style is no longer the trend. 
What looks really good is hair that has a lot of waves 
and movement.” 

Every five weeks she gets a trim at Essensuals. 
Toni & Guy salon. To keep her scalp and locks 
healthy, she uses the intensive treatment from the 
French brand, Carita. While other clients can be 
very fussy, Mia fully entrusts her Jocks to the salon’s 
team, whom she describes as sincere and knowl- 
edgeable in their craft. "They will not try anything 
outdated on you and will ensure that the new 
hairstyle they will suggest suite your personality 
and lifestyle." 
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Becoming 'baby-wais ===" 


By Harriet Ann Dy 
Contributor Я " 


EA Y 
AY in 
secure and guilt-ridden first-time mom came 
back ‘in full force as I cleared my Hotmail 
mailbox on a recent weekend. There, 
tween hundreds of old missives, 
emails to and from girlfriends on sub- 
ce "^tititherióod rant,” “questions re 
feeding, help'sand “more mommy 

questions; £ 

‘My dauglitér Renee turned a year old last 
October; and while Гуе Enjoyed being a moth- 
erin the last few months, it hasn't always been 
this way. 

Tt didn't help that my husband and 1 were 
initially ambivalent about being parents. Our 
idea of having a lifestyle change was trading his 
old Corolla for a spanking new black Honda 
CRU Just enough room for the stroller and his 
golf dubs, he chortied gleefully. 

Finally, we thought that two years of living 
аз DINKs (Double Income, No Kids) should 
have given us enough time to become full- 
fledged adults. Stil, while most couple de- 
‘voured pre-natal literature, we read up on Par- 
ents’ magazine ratings on best baby strollers 
and matched up our favorite baby names. 

Tn any case, we dutifully signed up for pre- 
natal classes and banned our favorite sashimi 
dishes from the dinner table. He stopped cook- 
ing roasted pepper soup when I told him it 
made me nauseous. Eventually, he held my 
hand when I wobbled during our walks at the 
park. And despite his arguments otherwise, 1 
told him I was getting an epidural at the first 
opportunity. 


Familiar refrain. 

Nothing could numb the nightmare caused 
by sleepless nights breastfeeding and pacifying 
a newborn. I had naively thought that a wave 
of maternal instinct would engulf me after giv- 
ing birth. Instead, I found myself panicking at 
the sight ofa hungry baby having trouble latch- 
ing on to my swollen glands. After many des- 
perate visits to the lactation consultant and 
even more frantic emails to girlfriends in my e- 
group, 1 finally got into the rhythm of what 1 
had thought to bea natural, post-natal progres- 
sion. 

Ignorance and naiveté turned out to be a fa- 
miliar refrain in my first six months of mother- 
hood. It didn't help that gave birth in Toronto, 
Canada, thousands of miles away from the im- 
mediate wisdom of the nearest lola, tita and 
sister-in-law. My mother and two favorite aunts 
flew in to help, but all 1 could remember of that 
time was dreading the day they would leave. 
And so like what Sandra Tsing-Loh, The At- 
lantic Monthly writer and new mother herself, 
described as "а generation of women who 
cooked with the car keys; I found solace in 
babycentercom and "What to Expect in the 
First Year" 


Magic counsel 

In an email six weeks post-partum, my sis- 
ter-in-law sent the magic words: "On Becoming 
Babywise.” This is actually a controversial ba- 
by-care tome that involves putting baby on a 
“feed, wake, sleep schedule.” What makes 
some baby-care experts skeptical about it is 
that it involves letting baby cry on her own fora 
period of time, not unlike "Ferberizing" her 
(US-based baby sleep expert Dr. Richard Ferber 
is actually one of the more popular proponents 
of the CIO or Cry И Out method. His popularity 
can be measured by the fact that he has become 
ае) 

Understand that if youre а housebound- 
mom like me with dishes to do and laundry to 
fold, nothing sounds better than having baby 
оп a regular schedule. Ive long realized that 
when folks in Manila talk about a yaya-de- 
prived existence in the West, i's about not hav- 
ing another pair of eyes and hands to leave ba- 
by with when you want to take a shower or an- 
сег the phone. I honestly thought I'd never 
survive not having someone else with me full- 
time in the first few months. My younger sister, 
who was taking some courses part-time, was а 
godsend, and my husband cried to come home 
early from work. 

Just the, same, breastfeeding every three 
hours isnot for the fainthearted. The only good 
thing was being able to catch "Law and Order" 
reruns at midnight. But as other 21st century 
urban moms warned, this stage, too, came го 
pass, and [became а more confident parent. 


New booklist 

After "Babywise,” my thirst for parenting lit- 
erature surged, and my reading list included 
books like "The Bitch in the House: 26 Women 
"Tell the Truth about Sex, Solitude, Marriage 
and Motherhood” by Cathi Hanauer, and "Rais- 
ing America” by Ann Hulbert, 1 also perused 
what Salon.com describes as "pregnancy porn” 
lit—you know, how Gwyneth Paltrow still looks 
fabulous after giving birth to Apple or how Kate 
Hudson lost a gazillion pounds in just two 
‘months! 

Suddenly, moms my age are worrying, not 
just about whether baby is on the 95th per- 
centile growth chart, but also if we can lose the 
baby weight sooner than if we laid an egg. And 
look great in our tank tops and low-rises while. 
we push baby in a $700-Bugaboo Frog pram 
besides. I knew | was a member of the Gen-X 
parenting sorority when 1 found myself check- 
ing out Gymboree and Pottery Barn Kids stores 
first on those rare mall trips. 

1 was also spending afternoons at the neigh- 
borhood play center listening to "А Smooth 
Road to London Town," comparing notes with 


other young moms and actually enjoying it.-At 
the center, I had become “Renee's mom” first 
and “Harriet” second when 1 was introducing 
myself to other moms. I was becoming exactly 
the kind of woman I had vowed before my 
childless friends I would not become: the kind 
whose favorite topic is her child. Thirteen 
months later, Renee is still my favorite subject, 
and I think she will be for a very long while. 


Familiar tug 


More than parenting 24/7 though, Гуе been 

feeling a familiar pull whenever [see а comput- 
er ora newspaper byline. I had been totally un- 
prepared for life as a stay-athome mom 
(SAHM) in the beginning and went through a 
difficult stage when I resented not being able to 
find the time to check my email even. I more 
than made up for this professional withdrawal 
by borrowing tons of books at the library and 
reading The New York Times online religiously. 
Т craved non-domestic stimuli and relished it 
where I could find it: rare dinners with friends 3 
and my precious bedside reading. I spent most : La Mario Chale RPE Chair Louis Ghost 
part of the day going to the park with Maxine, се 
another SAHM, and Cindy, who has three kids. e. 

Since 1 am on an extended working holiday ч 
here in Manila and have had the luxury of hir- t 
ing a topnotch yaya, I have found time to do 
some freelance writing and editing. However, it ч 
is ironic that, now that I have some time on my کے‎ 
‘own, I find myself wanting to go home early Spoon 
and cutting short working пїр just to be with 
Renee. 

Some women welcome domesticity with 
open arms. Others get blissful at the very 
thought of motherhood. For me, motherhood 
Just crept up one diaper at a time. Knowing that 
Renee is growing up to be a happy and confi- 
dent child makes my domestic adventure 
worth every midnight change. 

Now that she's older, 1 know I'll be grappling 
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* BEST COPY AVAILABLE ? 


Sony Philippines has made even greater things come їп small packages. 
The smart and stylish Cyber-shot P150, which can capture 7.2 effective 
megapixels, allows for 300dpi 8" x 10" large size prints. Coupled with a 
powerful Carl Zeiss Vario-Tessar 3x optical zoom lens, the Cyber-shot P150 
shoots near-professional quality images in a package small enough to fit into 
shirt pockets or small handbags. 


Get Creative 
The Cybershot P150's higher resolu- 
tion means more detail and more possi- 
bilities for tight cropping to create a pho- 
to within a photo. Be ita specific face ina 


crowd, a bride's dazzling smile at a wed- 
ding, or a child's first steps in the back- 
ground of a family reunion shot, the Cy- 
ber-shot P150 makes it happen. With the 
7.2 megapixel super enhanced HAD 


CCD, users may extract any scenc and re- 
produce it at high quality. 

Furthermore, the Sony Cybershot 
P150 is the perfect everyday companion. 
‘Whatever the subject, every photo will be 


at near-professional quality. For travel- 
ers, this camera is the ultimate photo- 


graphic partner. Whether its a full day 
excursion through the attractions of 
Paris, or a day's long train ride across ru- 
ral China, the Real Imaging Processor 
and enhanced InfoLithium battery ensure 
that users won't have to sacrifice any рїс- 
ture for battery life. 

The Cyber-shot Р150% start-up time of 
1.3 seconds ensures that users never miss 
a spontaneous photo opportunity. Add 
that to a shutter lag of only 0.3 seconds 
and shutter intervals of 0.01 seconds, im- 
ages such as a baby's sudden burst of joy 

be easily captured for posterity. 


AT ааа 


SONY. 


Is That a Camera 
in Your Pocket? 

At just over 2.5 cm thin (108mm x 
51.5mm x 26.6mm), the Cyber-shot P150 
still manages to offer a sizeable 1.8-inch 
viewing screen. But its tiny form belies 
the true power of the camera, 

At the heart of the Cyber-shot P150 is 
the Real Imaging Processor, a technology 
unique to Sony. With this engine driving 
every shot, colours come out richer, im- 
ages come out sharper, and picture quali- 
ty is enhanced all round. The proprietary 
technology also boosts start-up times and 
shol-to-shot times as well as decreasing 
shutier lag. Better yet, Sony's Real Imag- 
ing Processor takes full advantage of bat- 
tery life boosting performance 90 percent 
greater than previous models, allowing, 
for 320* high quality images per charge. 


Easy to Shoot, Easy to Save 

Onboard connectivity falls in line with 
Sony's usual cross-platform compatibility. 
The Cyber-shot P150 includes support for 
Sony Memory Stick and Memory Stick 
PRO, Hi-speed USB 2.0 and also a newer 
version of the PictBridge interface for 
printing photos directly to a compatible 
printer without the need fora computer. 

This versatile mode! also boasts nine 
preset scene selection modes to shoot in 
any condition. Whether shooting the mut- 
cd colours of twilight, images under harsh 
glare at the beach, or the vibrant colours of 
fireworks, there is an appropriate scene 
selection mode. For more creative types 
that demand more control, the Cyber-shot 
P150 offers a manual exposure mode, In 
its video mode, it can record high-resolu- 
tion video using MPEG Movie VX Fine, 
which captures 640 x 480 movies at 30fps 
— large enough to be played back on a full 
screen TV. 


Options Galore 

The Cyber-shot P150 benefits from 
compatibility with the Cyber-shot sta 
tion. This docking cradle, with USB 2.0, 
printer and AV connectivity, allows the 
battery 10 recharge while the camera 
plays back slideshows on a ТУ, prints 
photos via PictBridge, or transfers im- 
ages to а computer. The Cyber-shot sta- 
Чоп even includes a remote control to 
toggle between images. print, or play 
movies. 

The optional Cyber-shot marine pack, 
MPK-PHB, is a must-have for any under- 
water enthusiast. Whether snorkeling or 
diving to a depth of up to 40 metres, the 
marine pack empowers the Cyber-shot 
P150 user to capture images of the under- 
water world. 

The Cyber-shot P150 сап also be used 
with optional telephoto and wide-angle 
conversion lenses and has a tripod mount 
for long exposures. Also available is a 
soft all-leather carrying-case that slings 
around the shoulder or wraps around 
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For the soundtrack of our lives 


By Cherish Garcia Hernandez 
Contributor 


CAN you imagine a movie without a 
soundtrack? Titanic won't be the same 
without Celine Dion belting out “My 
Heart Will Go On” while the characters 
Jack and Rose stretch out their arms 
against the backdrop of an orange sun- 
set. Ah, the cheesiness of it all and the 
guilty pleasure we derive (тота viewing 
that scene. 

Now imagine your life with a contin 
ous soundtrack. There's Edwin Collins 
“Never Met a Girl Like You" as you get 
dressed a la Demi Moore in "Charlie's An- 
gels Full Throttle Or the hypnotic sound 
of the band Air as you watch traffic go by, 
making you feel like you're in а Sofia Cop- 
pola film. Thats what having an iPod is 
like-beimg in the 
movie of your life 
with a soundtrack to 
‘match your moods. 

Digital music 
players were already 
available in the mar- 
ket when Apple introduced the iPod in Oc- 
tober 2001. No one expected it to sell for 
several reasons: the market reception to йв 
precursors was lukewarm at best; you 
needed to have а Mac computer to use it; 
and it was pricier than most МРЗ players. 


Heir to Walkman’s throne 

But with the iPod's stylish design, ease 
of use and capacity to hold a huge amount 
of songs, it became an instant success. The 
reason first generation MP3 players failed 
to make the digital music revolution hap- 
pen the way the iPod did is because aside 


Wonders 
on the wall 


Like the mobile, the 
iPod might be the 
next necessity 


from being complicated to use, they em- 
ployed memory cards which could hold 
only 50 songs of decent quality The iPod 
took the MP3 player a step further by using 
a hard disc for memory that made it possi- 
ble to store thousands of songs. With the 
introduction of the Mac/PC-compatibl 
iPod and the more affordable iPod mini, 
Apple took digital music to the fore. 

The iPod is the heir to the Sony Walk- 
man's throne. The Walkman changed the 
way we listened to music 25 years ago. 
‘The iPod is doing the same thing today. 
Users have the power to control an audible 
environment whether in a bank, an ai 
plane or on the beach. What is mind-bog- 
gling is the iPod's ability to carry one’s en- 
tire music collection 
everywhere. 

When compact 
discs replaced bulky 
cassette tapes, peo 
ple thought they 
were godsend. Now 
even CD carriers are becoming passé. With 
the iPod, one's music can actually fit in а 
device the size of a cigarette case. The im- 
pact cannot be dismissed. Aside from be- 
ing able to transfer all of one's CDs into the. 
iPod, downloaded music can be stored as 
well Ahead of the game, Apple introduced 
the iTunes music store which offers afford- 
able, legal downloads and it now has 70 
percent of the market share. Peer-to-peer 
download sites like Limewire and Катаа 
are alternative sources of music as мей. 
(These were not closed down like Napster 
because they have no central directory and 


„Maybe a year from now, Plasma TV 
will be as commonplace as the 
once-elusive flat screens 


THOUGH hanging a TV on the 
living room wall seems like a 
great idea, it has yet to be the 
norm, given the prohibitive prices 
of Plasma television sets. Even in 
а big-screen “supersize” era, 
most people would hesitate to 
spend halfa million pesos on one, 
evenif they had the disposable in- 
соте. 

However, strolling in the mall 
recently, I noticed that there 
seemed to be a sudden surge of 
these desirable TVs with a signifi- 
cant price drop. Who knows? 
Maybe a year from now, they will 
become as commonplace as the 
once-elusive flat screen types. 


Knowyour ТУ 

For most people, the lure of 
these ultra-modern Plasmas is the 
coolness of the flat panel look 
rather than picture quality. Few 
know the difference between a 
plasma display and LCD screen, 
and picture tube television. 

‘The Plasma has a grid of hun- 
dreds of thousands of cells filled 
with xenon and neon gas plasma. 
Ап electrical charge illuminates 
colored fluorescent phosphors, 
creating an image. Because of the 
difficulty in producing very small 
grinds, plasma sets can be pro- 
duced costefficiently only in larg- 
er screen sizes. 

LOD or liquid crystal display 
utilizes liquid crystals that are 
sandwiched between pieces of 
‘glass. An electrical charge twists 
the crystals to block light or allow 
it to pass through the screen. LCD 
TVs do not display motion as 
crisply as plasma sets and have a 
more limited viewing angle. 


Subtle differences 
То be honest, the difference in 


ee 


quality is so subtle; it would mat- 
ter only to the most fastidious per- 
son. This reiterates the design fac- 
tor being the main motivational 
force for wanting these next- gen- 
, eration television sets. The advent 
of the DVD (not the yucky pirated 
ones with people's heads and au- 
dible laughter) has made home 
entertainment much more plea- 
surable than the Betamax days of 
yore, so that it seems very plausi- 
ble to want to take home viewing 
to the next level. On the other 
hand, ordinary television remains 
the same in terms of picture quali- 
ty that is until HDTV or high defi- 
nition TV becomes mainstream. 

Recently, Panasonic introduced 
йз new line of Viera flat panel TVs 
consisting of 50-, 42- 
Plasma units and 32- and 26-inch 
LCD TVs. I checked them out at 
Abenson Avant in Greenbelt 4 and 
suddenly found my first genera- 
tion flatsereen TV (the big fat 
ones) inadequate. But how could I 
пог compare these beauties! 

‘The pearl silver finish and black 
screen framing make the images 
literally jump out of the screen. 
According 
Мега Real Black Drive System 
makes for richer blacks, and a 
Full-Digital Processor for ultra- 
precise processing of all video sig- 
nals to minimize generation loss. 
The Viera also has an HD Panel 
with Bounded Cell Structure that 
vividly reproduces the tiniest de- 
tails of images. 


ind 37-inch 


to Panasonic, the 


Amazing pictures 

Frankly, this is all Greek to me, 
but bottomline is, picture quality 
is amazing. And the sound! Even if 
the speakers can hardly be seen at 
16mm wide, the Smart Sound 
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‘SEEING the future: Rodolfo Perez, president of Panasonic Philippines 
with marketing manager Donna Yan and director Koji Uehigashi 


"were considered legal, though the issue is 
still being debated). 

What are the implications? In the near 
future the “album” as we know it might be- 
come obsolete with music being sold on- 
line on a track-by-track basis, ushering in 
the retum of the single as our parents 
knew them. Who knows? Even CDs mi 
bedone away with eventually. 


Implications 

‘The success of the iPod has created a 
growing market centered on the device. 
Companies like Hewlett-Packard, Bose 
and BMW are introducing iPod-related 
features on their products, acknowledging 
its status as a cultural icon. It is so ahead of 
the competition in its case of use and sleek 
design that it has become а technology 
ecosystem supporting many companies 
that make all kinds of clever accessories. 

Though the iPod'is more commonly 
seen in big cities like London or New York, 
itis slowly becoming an indispensable part 
of everyday life the way the cellular phone 
is, According to Newsweek, “iPods not on- 
ly give constant access to an entire collec- 
Чоп of songs and CDs but membership in- 
to an implicit society thats transforming 
the way music will be consumed in the fu- 
ture.” 

Even celebrities are praising the iPod. 
‘Will Smith calls itthe “gadget of the Ce 
ту” Gwyneth Paltrow gushes about it in 
Vogue. Chris Rock says he has two iPods: 
‘one for storing music and one for storing 
his comedy sketches. 

"The fashion world is also catching iPod 
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AN APPLE Mini iPod is seen encased ina H2O Audio SV-iMini, a fully waterproof housing 
and headphone set made for the digital music player. The unit looks great and allows for 


full use of the iPod mini's controls. 


fever. Karl Lagerfeld owns no less that 60 
iPods (coded for easy referencing). He has 
paid tribute to the device by designing a 
$1,500 pink Fendi purse that can hold up 
to 12 iPods. Gucci, Coach, Kate Spade, 
Louis Vuitton and other brands all have 
iPod cases in their line. 

The club scene has not been spared. In 
New York City some clubs have iPod nights 
wherein everybody gets a chance to be a 
DJ by plugging in their iPod. In London, an 
even more extreme form called mobile 
dubbing is catching on. These are events 
organized over the Internet wherein peo- 
ple meet at a certain place with their Pods 
and dance to their selected runes. 

These developments may sound a little 
too radical and bizarre, but the bottom line 
is, the iPod is reaching icon status. Even its 
secondary features are starting to come in- 
to play. Audio books are being download- 


R 
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ed and loaded into the iPod. The latest 
iPod upgrade, which users regard with 
both dread and delight, comes with a color 
screen for viewing pictures. Apple hopes to 
do for digital photos what it did for digital 
music. 

The great marketing ploy is the intro- 
duction of the black U2 limited edition 
iPod. This was launched with a perfor- 
mance from an übercool band, reiterating 
the iPod's intention of being the coolest 
digital music player on the planet. 

With competitors struggling to come up 
with new products to rival the iPod, it isin- 
evitable that digital music players will be- 
come more affordable and enter the main- 
stream. The iPod has changed lives. It has 
added color to long commutes and has 
even provided some anti-social people 
with an opportunity to ignore the world 
around them. 
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Naming after one of the most famous resorts along the 


Mediterranean coast, the nes 
collection takes us to the FrengsRiviera - well known for ite 
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Hello, Gorgeous 
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| By Cherish Garcia-Hernandez 


SONY Ericsson, the company that introduced 
phones like the T610, the P900 and my beloved 
700i, has added another sublime handset to its al- 
ready impressive collection—the 7001. 

1 get nervous every time the company turns out a 
new phone that I can road test, New models have a 
way of making me feel my current one is no longer 
good enough. After excitedly opening the familiar 
green box, I'm filled with apprehension as I transfer 
my sim card because I know this is the beginning of 
another vicious cycle of "phone withdrawal symp- 
tom." Let me explain. 

I tell myself that I have to figure out the newcom- 
ers features quickly and 
start working so that] can 
get back to my own 
phone quickly and 
painlessly and avoid 
wanting something 1 
don't immediately need. 
Then I look for all the 
things I don't like about 
the new phone. 

It turns out that there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with the s700i, and I end up totally enam- 
огей. Being one ofthe very first mortals to handle it, 
lam complimented by people around me during ће 
road test. Now, 1 hold my breath as 1 wait for the 
fateful day when itis taken away from me. 

1 feel disloyal to my k700i, which is loaded with 
amazing features. 1 told myself earlier it would be 
the last phone I would buy in a while. But the gor- 
geous 37001 has everything the k700i has; and then 
some. For all of you who are wondering, the "f" 


The s700i is the latest proof 
that Sony Ericsson is 
dedicated to producing 
quality handsets 


stands for phones destined for the international 
‘market (anything out of North America). 


Unique features 

‘What sets the 57001 apart is its unique swivel ac- 
tion. This adds a new dimension to the sexy modern 
look of the phone. The keypad is hidden to make the 
phone look like an actual digital camera when 
closed. (It has a striking resemblance to the Sony cy- 
ber shot cameras). But this swivel form factor 
makes it slightly bulkier than phones like the k700i. 
‘At 132 grams, itis definitely not heavy. 

‘The 1.3 mega pixel camera is protected behind a 
sliding mechanism that is 
activated by sliding a 
switch. As soon as the 
lens opens, you can take 
pictures immediately. No 
more complicated menu 
chooser options. I find 
that this feature makes 
те use the camera more 
than I do with other cam- 
era phones. It is almost as if there is a phone hidden 
inside a camera and not the other way around. 

Among the camera's many settings are: night 
mode, selftimer, assist light, white balance, spot 
metering, camera auto power-off timeout. The 
choice of photo sizes varies: 1280 x 960, 640 x 480, 
320 x 240 or 160 x 120. There are effects, roo, like 
sepia, black and white, negative and solarize. You 
can have so much fun using the frame templates for 
your photos. 

For me, the best camera feature by far is the burst 


VOLVO'S new model is designed to meet the hazards of city driving. 


By Josemari Ugarte. 
Contributor 


WHEN I was asked to test-drive the dashing new 
Volvo $40 compact and dispense a few spirited re- 
marks on the experience, I snapped up the chance. 
“Hand me the keys!" I demanded. 

At first I thought I would get to drive the SUV, so I 
planned several high-speed off-road trips to Batangas 
and.other locales like Subic Bay, to join a celebri 
spiked hobie Regatta. Or 1 said 1 could go up to Baguio 
and Sagada to pick up some delicacies. 

. Bit when I went to the Volvo showroom on Pasong 
“Tamo Extension in Makati to pick up the car, Iwas told 
that was getting the artful new compact mod- 
el—iwhich was an entirely different thrill altogether, 
city driving and zipping through suburbs in high style. 

‘The $40 isthe smallest ofall the models, but getting 
behind the wheel and surveying the windshield, dash- 
board and console felt like serting in the cockpit of a 
small jet plane, Then, inserting the electronic black 
rubber key with the Integrated Remote Control and 


Bas 
Fro page Al 
Speaker system with four units ranged vertically on 
either side of the sereen and two subwoofer units un- 
defit make for an amazing viewing experience. 1 
Warthed "А Perfect Storm" and believe me, those 
faves were roaring. 
C What really sets the Panasonic Viera from other 
Plasma and LCD TVs is its built-in Freeview tuner. 
Other Plasmas lose their sexiness with the big exter- 
nal ТУ tuner box that you need in order to use it, 
something that the Viera wisely does not need. The 
networking capability is also something for the new 
millennium. It has Dual slots for SD or other memory 
cards so you can enjoy pictures from a digital cam- 
ea; 


Wow plus 


Luvvv this Volvo! 


Central Locking System into the ignition slot and start- 
ing up the engine felt like preparing for take-off ... 
which essentially Iwas. 


White-knudde grip 

Once heard the sound of the 2.4-Шег, five-cylinder 
Double Overhead Cam engine, I could almost hear it 
begging me to stomp on the gas. I promptly did, as 
soon as 1 familiarized myself with the free-floating 
center panel—something 1 had never seen in other 
luxury vehicles. All the contrals—stereo, AC, and oth- 
er electronic devices—were on a panel that was only a 
‘couple of centimeters thick, like a plasma screen, leav- 
ing plenty of room behind it to store other things. 

“The stereo console can be controlled from the steer- 
ing wheel. 1 found that I could crank up ACDC's “High- 
way To Hell” without releasing my white-knuckle grip 
on the wheel as 1 howled down the C-S or the South 
Luzon Expressway, since that was precisely what 1 did 


Light images 


MASTER image maker Emil 
Davocol combines sawy in 
graphic design with photogra- 
phy. 

His images evoke Zenike 
simplicity, а powerful focal point 
and а painterly stilllife quality. 
These images are enhanced by 
depth of feeling and are laden 
with meaning. A pastoral scene 
resembles a fragment of a bucol- 
ic dream. A stark golden leaf 
against a black пее титр 
throbs with ecological subtext. А 
derail of a pond surface symbol- 
izes inner serenity 

Davocol uses sidelighting to 


sional quality 


from Dec. 141028. 


^ Other memory card-equipped devices can also be ч 


viewed on the Viera with its PCMCIA card slot. This is 
really the wave of the future. Imagine showing а 
‘group of friends, say a recent trip to Europe, on your 
Plasma TV Wow. 

*The Viera can also be connected to the computer 
forsurfng the net and viewing streaming videos. An- 
otlier wow. Imagine gaming on a screen like this, The 
name Viera is from the idea of “a whole new visual 
êra,” and if these offerings from Panasonic are any 
indication, it really rings true. 

{7 Alas, the wave of the future does not come cheap. 
Even if the prices of Plasma and LCD sets are slowly 
coming down, they are still substantially more ex- 
pengive than the average television. Hopefully, con- 
will eventually earn enough money to bring 

ther into the millennium. 
> + => Cherish Garcia-Hernandes 


STAIRWAY in Batanes. The painterly image of painted steps 


taken ona warm afternoon break. 


4 setting. You can set your camera to take a series of 
consecutive shots, the outcome of which makes те 
feel like an amateur photographer-cum-Andy 
Warhol wannabe. It is great to always have a cam- 
era with you, and I'm not talking about the half de- 
cent cameras that are an afterthought to most 
phones nowadays. 

In short, the s700i has а good camera that pro- 
duces good photos. 


Ultra-sleek 

Aside from the usual functions that are the stan- 
dard of most phones today (Tri-band, GPRS, Blue- 
tooth, Infrared, 40 voice polyphonic ring tone, 
downloadable themes and games, etc.), the s700i 
also has video capabilities, a good MP3 player and a 
stunning 2.3-inch, 262K color TFT display with 240 
x230 pixel resolution. Trust me, this is a big beauti- 
ful screen. It also comes with a 32MB memory stick 
card with its largest duo card capacity coming in at 
128 MB, just like the P900. 

The interface of the s7001 is like that of the k700i, 
but it has no clock or screen saver available. The 
possible reason for this is that the power consump- 
tion cost may be too great with such a large screen. 
As far as battery life is concerned, itis excellent with 
167 hours of standby time (thats almost a week) 
and 5.5 hours of talk time, a big improvement from 
the k700i's battery life. Note that this battery life is 
without any camera use. The camera is a real bat- 
tery drainer. 

‘There isa great lock slider on the side that lets you 
Jock and unlock all the buttons of the phone in a sin- 
gle, quick action. Sony Ericsson continues to make its 


during the seven days I was entrusted with that titani- 
um gray land bullet. 

1 drove that thing like a madman anywhere could, 
as fast as I could, careening through city streets and 
rural highways without feeling the slightest intimida- 
Чоп. At times it seemed like a four-door chariot being 
‘wheeled around the city by 170 wild horses. But the 
soft purr of the engine made it feel and sound like 1 
was on a magic carpet ride instead. This gave me the 
idea of testing the stereo system's volume capacity 
‘with some Steppenwolf, 


Get your motor runnin’... 

From the driver's seat the view is commanding. The 
seat itself is power adjustable and remembers what 
position you drive best at. It is wrapped in fine Eden 
Plush upholstery that’s almost like leather. Needless to 
say, its a supremely comfortable drive up front, but 
when I took my girlfriend's parents for а wet spin 
down south, her father was slightly cramped and 
claustrophobic in the back- 
seat. 

Meaning, despite its sol- 
id Boron frame, its still a 
compact, albeit a much 
safer one, with a new 
patented frontal structure that employs several grades 
of steel. 1 guess its like driving Fort Knox or one of 
those heavy metal cars, only it looks a lot sleeker and 
sportier. Its lot swifter than most cars on the road. 


Head out on the highway... 

1 tested this theory on several highways and fly- 
overs from Manila to Batangas, using the “Geartronic” 
five-speed Automatic stick shift, and at 95 kph, which 
1 tipped in about 10 shuddering seconds, the car felt 
like it was merely gliding along. 1 knew it could easily 
go twice as fast in a couple of more seconds, had I left 
my heavy right foot on the accelerator or downshifted 
the joy stick. Buc felt my spleen aching, so leased up. 
and fiddled with the Swedish-engineered air-condi- 
tioner, which adjusted as easily as the volume knob of 
a radio. 

Lookin' for adventure... 

1 revisited the wide avenues of my childhood in Ay- 
ala Alabang, the very streets where 1 learned to 
rive—Madrigal, Acacia, University, and the looping 
Country Club Drive. 

1 went further south past Susana Heights and ex- 
plored the new Stone Crest Development near South- 
woods, where I blessed those charming little cobble- 
stone roads and rolling hill streets with the skid marks 
ofthe Volvo's 205/55R16 Pirelli tires. 


peint subde tones and define 
highlights and shadows. Warm 
tones emphasize the center of 
interest; shadows contrast and 
highlight important details. He 
uses silhouettes to differentiate 
from the lighter colors. 

Often, he overlaps objects, 
such as a leaf in color over an- 
other These techniques create 
virrual depth—thar gives nature 
subjects a realistic three-dimen- 


See the works ofthe master at 
his exhibit, "Davocols Light Im- 
ages" at Anspace in Glorietta 


Fashionista’s best frie 


‘THE NEW digital cameras are giving non- 
techies and amateurs a field day. Today's 
digicams are compact and equipped with 
professional features, Not only has photog- 
raphy become so easy but the post-produc- 
tion also enables the user to enhance the 


images. 


The Digital Ixus iS is the tiniest of 
al cameras. It can fit into an 
evening clutch or a tight jean pocket. Acti 
vated by a Digic Imaging Processor and its 
sharp lenses, the camera is easy to focus. 
imers need not worry about blurred 
images since the Ixus 15 comes with a nine- 


Canon's 


First 


The 540 compact 
is a handsome little brute 


SONY Ericsson's s700i has been touted as the best 
‘camera phone among the present batch for its clarity. 


phones more user friendly by doing away with all the 
complicated steps on a main menu. The rubber flap 
at the bottom that you have to remove when charg- 
ing is an improvement over the k700i's flap, but it is 
something I would rather not have. Of course, Tm 
just nitpicking, The recessed keypad takes some get- 
ting used to when sending text messages, especially 
after the elevated keypad of other phones. 

Tm usually wary of gadgets with lots of moving 
pars, and 1 have to say that the swivel function 
Scared me a bit. But after a week of use, the spinner 
hinge seems stable and strong, although 1 wonder 
why it can only open one way. You open by turning 
clockwise and close by turning counter-clockwise. 

‘As always, Sony Ericsson has shown that itis ded- 
icated to producing quality handsets for a discern- 
ing marker. 

‘Email the author at cherishghQyahoo.com. 


Ineeded more musi, but the high performance au- 
dio system didn't come stocked with a CD Changer. 
(Bur it does come with an in-dash deck and six loud 
speakers strategically located for maximum audio en- 
joyment while on the road. Irs a driver-friendly sound 
system and control panel with big black knobs and a 
retro-digital FM tuner for hopeless romantics who like 
things the way they used to be.) 


And whatever comes my way . 

At night, as 1 cruised the noisy streets of Makati, T 
listened to some smooth Al Green, which went per- 
fectly with the warm interiors and the neon glow of 
the little dashboard lights. Traffic was no longer frus- 
trating in the Volvo, and 1 actually enjoyed some of 
those happy hours on primetime EDSA, just feeling 
like a person who deserves and can afford the very 
best out of life, especially in the realm of personal trav- 
а. 

“The Volvo $40 makes its driver feel like a winner, ог 
at least like а high-pow- 
ered professional of some 
kind. It draws anen- 
tion—stares from pedest 
ans and drivers, compli- 
ments from friends and 
complete strangers—and projects an aura of romance, 
power and, most of all, security. 

Yes, Safety has always been Volvo's top priority, and 
its famed Intelligent Vehicle Architecture continues to 
dictate Volvo's designs even as the company continues 
to expand in ideas. The designers have also managed 
to maintain the boxy security of the original concept 
while making the vehicles look more sleek, stylish and 
dynamic 


Forget the Ferrari 

‘This handsome litle brute, for instance, fel like Г 
could drive it through walls without putting a scratch 
опй. There isan exhilarating sense of freedom that in- 
variably comes with driving a Volvo, because of such а 
reputation for safery. 1 am gutsier behind its wheel 
than 1 am behind the wheel of a Ferrari, mainly be- 
cause I never see Volvos leaving accident scenes, while 
Ferraris sometimes give me visions of blazing Fireballs 
on the freeway. 

My only real regret in driving this car, which costs 
more than my condo, was that Î had to give it back. 1 
thought about keeping the keys until they threatened. 
to call the PNP but reached the conclusion that a lame- 
brained stunt like that could eliminate my chances of 
ever driving a fine automobile like it again. Maybe 
next time it would be che S90 SUV, which is what fd 
really like to put to the test. 


point auto focus system that easily deter- 
mines the position of the subject and cen- 
ters it accordingly with the best exposure, 
regardless of time and location. 

This camera hes nine shooting modes 
that facilitate a wide range of shooting situ- 
ations: night shot, indoor, portrait and out- 
doors, It also provides photo effects such as 
sepia and black and white aside from vivid 
color. 

‘The Digital Ixus 15 connects with any 
PictBridge-compatible computer, 

When linked to a Canon Card Photo 
printer, one can even get ID photo prints. 
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Hello, Gorgeous 
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= Contributor 


| By Cherish Garcia-Hernandez 


SONY Ericsson, the company that introduced 
phones like the T610, the P900 and my beloved 
700i, has added another sublime handset to its al- 
ready impressive collection—the 57001. 

get nervous every time the company turns out a 
new phone that I can road test. New models have a 
way of making me feel my current one is no longer 
good enough, After excitedly opening the familiar 
green box, I'm filled with apprehension as I transfer 
my sim card because I know this is the beginning of 
‘another vicious cycle of “phone withdrawal symp- 
tom." Let me explain. 

I tell myself that i have to figure out the newcom- 
er's features quickly and 
start working so that сап 
get back to my own 
phone quickly and 
painlessly and avoid 
wanting something 1 
don't immediately need. 
Then 1 look for all the 
things 1 don't like about 
the new phone. 

Jt tums out that there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with the 87001, and I end up totally enam- 
огей. Being one of the very first mortals to handle it, 
Tam complimented by people around me during the 
road test. Now, I hold my breath as I wait for the 
fateful day when itis taken away from me. 

1 feel disloyat to my k700i, which is loaded with 
amazing features. I told myself earlier it would be 
the last phone 1 would buy in a while. But the gor- 
geous 57001 has everything the k700i has, and then 
some. For all of you who are wondering, the “i 


The s700i is the latest proof 
that Sony Ericsson is 
dedicated to producing 
quality handsets 


stands for phones destined for the international 
market (anything out of North America). 


Unique features 

‘What sets the 37001 apart is Из unique swivel ac- 
tion, This adds а new dimension to the sexy modern 
Took of the phone. The keypad is hidden to make the 
phone look like an actual digital camera when 
closed. (It hasa striking resemblance to the Sony cy- 
ber shot cameras). But this swivel form factor 
makes it lightly bulkier than phones like the k700i. 
At 132 grams, itis definitely not heavy. 

The 1.3 mega pixel camera is protected behind a 
sliding mechanism that is 
activated by sliding а 
switch. As soon as the 
lens opens, you can take 
pictures immediately. No 
more complicated menu 
chooser options. 1 find 
that this feature makes 
те use the camera more 
than I do with other cam- 
era phones. Itis almost as if there is a phone hidden 
inside a camera and not the other way around. 

‘Among the camera’s many settings are: night 
mode, self-timer, assist light, white balance, spot 
metering, camera auto power-off timeout. The 
choice of photo sizes varies: 1280 x 960, 640 х 480, 
320 x 240 or 160 x 120. There are effects, too, like 
sepia, black and white, negative and solarize. You 
can have so much fun using the frame templates for 
your photos. 

For me, the best camera feature by far is the burst 


VOLVO'S new model is designed to meet the hazards of city driving. 


By Josemari Ugarte 
Contributor 


Luvvv this Volvo! 


WHEN 1 was asked to test-drive the dashing new 
Volvo $40 compact and dispense a few spirited re- 
marks on the experience, I snapped up the chance. 
"Hand me the keys!” demanded. 

‘At first I thought I would get to drive the SUV so T 
planned several high-speed off-road trips ro Batangas 
and.other locales like Subic Bay, to join a celebrity 
spiked hobie Regatta. Or said I could go up to Baguio 
and Sagada to pick up some delicacies, 
> Bit when I went to the Volvo showroom on Pasong 
“Tamo Extension in Makati to pick up the car, Iwas told 
that I was getting the artful new compact mod- 
el—which was an entirely different thrill altogether, 
city driving and zipping through suburbs in high style. 

“The $40 is the smallest of all the models, but getting 
behind the wheel and surveying che windshield, dash- 
board and console felt like settling in the cockpit of a 
small jet plane. Then, inserting the electronic black 
rubber key with the Integrated Remote Control and 


Wonders ... 


From page A 

‘Speaker system with four units ranged vertically on 
gjthêr side of the screen and two subwoofer units un- 
deé-it make for an amazing viewing experience. 1 
‘Watthed "A Perfect Storm" and believe me, those 
‘waves were roaring. 

+ What really sets the Panasonic Viera from other 
Plasma and LCD TVs is its built-in Freeview tuner. 
Other Plasmas lose their sexiness with the big exter- 
nal TV tuner box that you need in order to use it, 
something that the Viera wisely does not need. The 
‘petworking capability is also something for the new 
millennium, It has Dual slots for SD or other memory 
cards so you can enjoy pictures from a digital cam- 
má s 
Wow plus 

" Other memory card-equipped devices can also be 
‘viewed on the Viera with its PCMCIA card slot. This is 
xeally the wave of the future. Imagine showing a 
group of friends, say a recent trip to Europe, on your 
Plasma TV Wow. 

The Viera con also be connected to the computer 
fórdurfing the net and viewing streaming videos. An- 
otlier wow. Imagine gaming on a screen like chis. The 
namie Viera is from the idea of “a whole new visual 
èra,” and if these offerings from Panasonic are any 
indication, it really rings true. 

j Alas, the wave of the future does not come cheap. 
Even if the prices of Plasma and LCD sets are slowly 
coming down, they are still substantially more ex- 
pensive than the average television. Hopefully, con- 
sumers will eventually earn enough money to bring 
йеп farther into the millennium. 

{гс > > Cherish Garcla-Hernandez 


Central Locking System into the ignition slot and start- 
ing up the engine felt like preparing for take-off 
which essentially I was. 


White-knuckle grip 

Once I heard the sound of the 2.4-liter, five-cylinder 
Double Overhead Cam engine, 1 could almost hear it 
begging me to stomp on the gas. 1 promptly did, as 
soon as I familiarized myself with the free-floating 
center panel—something 1 had never seen in other 
luxury vehicles. АЙ the controls—stereo, AC, and oth- 
er electronic devices—were on a panel that was only a 
couple of centimeters thick, like a plasma screen, leav- 
ing plenty of room behind it to store other things. 

‘The stereo console can be controlled from the steer- 
ing wheel. I found that I could crank up ACDC's "High- 
way To Hell" without releasing my white-knuckle grip. 
‘on the wheel as 1 howled down the C-5 or the South 
Luzon Expressway, since that was precisely what I did 

nm g AT 
Light images 
g ( 
MASTER image maker Emil 
Davocol combines sawy in 
graphic design with photogra- 
phy. 

His images evoke Zen-like 
simplicity, a powerful focal point 
and a painterly still-life quality. 
These images are enhanced by 
depth of feeling and are laden 
with meaning. A pastoral scene 
resembles a fragment of a bucol- 
ie dream. A stark golden leaf 
against a black mee mump 
throbs with ecological subtext. A 
detail of a pond surface symbol- 
izes inner serenit 

Davocol uses sidelighting to 


sional quality. 


from Dec. 141028. 
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‘STAIRWAY in Batanes. The painterly image of painted steps 


taken оп a warm afternoon break. 


жү” 
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4 setting. You can set your camera to take а series of 
consecutive shots, the outcome of which makes me 
feel like an amateur photographer-cum-Andy 
Warhol wannabe. It is great to always have a cam- 
era with you, and I'm not talking about the half de- 
cent cameras that are an afterthought to most 
phones nowadays. 

In short, the s700i has а good camera that pro- 
duces good photos. 


Ultra-sleek 

Aside from the usual functions that are the stan- 
dard of most phones today (Tri-band, GPRS, Blue- 
tooth, Infrared, 40 voice polyphonic ring tone, 
downloadable themes and games, etc.), the 57001 
also has video capabilities, a good МРЗ player and a 
stunning 2.3-inch, 262K color TFT display with 240 
x 230 pixel resolution. Trust me, this is big beauti- 
ful screen. It also comes with а 32MB memory stick 
card with its largest duo card capacity coming in at 
128 MB, just like the P900. 

The interface of the s700i is like that of the k700i, 
but it has no clock or screen saver available. The 
possible reason for this is that the power consump- 
tion cost may be too great with such а large screen. 
As far as battery life is concerned, it is excellent with 
167 hours of standby time (that’s almost a week) 
and 5.5 hours of talk time, a big improvement from 
the К700ї$ battery life. Note that this battery life is 
without any camera use. The camera is a real bat- 
tery drainer. 

‘There is a great lock slider on the side that lets you 
Jock and unlock ай the burtons ofthe phone in а sin- 
ale, quick action. Sony Ericsson continues to make its 


during the seven days 1 was entrusted with that titani- 
um gray land bullet. 

1 drove that thing like a madman anywhere I could, 
as fast as I could, careening through city streets and 
rural highways without feeling the slightest intimida- 
tion, At times it seemed like a four-door chariot being 
wheeled around the city by 170 wild horses. But the 
soft purr of the engine made it feel and sound like I 
жаз on a magic carpet ride instead. This gave me the 
idea of testing the stereo system's volume capacity 
‘with some Steppenwolf. 


Get your motor runnin’... 

From the driver's seat the view is commanding. The 
seat itself is power adjustable and remembers what 
position you drive best at. It is wrapped in fine Eden 
Plush upholstery that’s almost like leather. Needless to 
say, its a supremely comfortable drive up front, but 
when 1 took my girlfriend's parents for a wet spin 
down south, her father was slightly cramped and 
claustrophobic in the back- 
seat. 

Meaning, despite its sol- 
id Boron frame, its silla 
compact, albeit a much 
safer one, with a new 
patented frontal structure that employs several grades 
of steel. 1 guess its like driving Fort Knox or one of 
those heavy metal cars, only it looks a lot sleeker and 
sportier Its a lot swifter than most cars on the road. 


Head out on the highway... 

1 tested this theory on several highways and f 
overs from Manila to Batangas, using the "Geartronic" 
five-speed Automatic stick shift, and at 95 kph, which 
1 tipped in about 10 shuddering seconds, the car felt 
like it was merely gliding along. 1 knew it could easily 
go twice as fast in a couple of more seconds, had I eft 
my heavy right foot on the accelerator ог downshifted 
the joy stick. But felt my spleen aching, so leased up 
and fiddled with the Swedish-engineered air-condi- 
tioner, which adjusted as easily as the volume knob of 
aradio. 


Lookin’ for adventure... 

1 revisited the wide avenues of my childhood in Ay- 
ala Alabang, the very streets where | learned to 
drive Madrigal, Acacia, University, and the looping 
‘Country Club Drive. 

1 went further south past Susana Heights and ex- 
plored the new Stone Crest Development near South- 
woods, where i blessed those charming little cobble- 
stone roads and rolling hill streets with the skid marks 
ofthe Volvo's 205/55R16 Pirelli tires. 


paint subtle tones and define 
highlights and shadows. Warm 
tones emphasize the center of 
interest; shadows contrast and 
highlight important details. He 
uses silhouettes to differentiate 
from the lighter colors. 

Often, he overlaps objects, 
such as a leaf in color over an- 
other. These techniques create 
virtual depth—that gives nature 
subjects a realistic three-dimen- 


‘See the works of the master at 
his exhibit, "Davocols Light Im- 
ages” at Апзрасе in Glorieta 


El 


images. 


The Digital Ixus i5 is the tiniest of 
Canon's digital cameras. It can fit into an 
evening clutch or a tight jean pocket, Acti- 
vated by a Digic Imaging Processor and its 
sharp lenses, the camera is easy to focus. 
First-timers need not worry about blurred 
images since the Ixus i5 comes with a nine- 


* BEST COPY AVAILABLE?! 


The S40 compact 
isa handsome little brute 


SONY Ericsson's 5700 has been touted as the best 
camera phone among the present batch for its clarity. 


phones more user friendly by doing away with all the 
‘complicated steps on a main menu. The rubber flap 
at the bottom that you have to remove when charg- 
ing is an improvement over the k700i's flap, but it is 
something I would rather not have. Of course, fm 
just nitpicking. The recessed keypad takes some get- 
ting used to when sending text messages, especially 
after the elevated keypad of other phones. 

Tm usually wary of gadgets with lots of moving 
parts, and I have to say that the swivel function 
scared mea bit. But after a week of use, the spinner 
hinge seems stable and strong, although 1 wonder 
why it can only open one way. You open by turning 
clockwise and close by turning counter-clockwise. 

As always, Sony Ericsson has shown that itis ded- 
icated to producing quality handsets for a discern- 
ing market. 

Email the author at cherishgh@yahoo.com. 


I needed more music, but the high performance au- 
dio system didn't come stocked with a CD Changer. 
(But it does come with an in-dash deck and six loud 
speakers strategically located for maximum audio en- 
joyment while on the road. Its a driver friendly sound 
system and control panel with big black knobs and a 
retro-digital FM tuner for hopeless romantics who like 
things the way they used to be.) 


And whatever comes my way .. 

At night, as 1 cruised the noisy streets of Makati, 1 
listened to some smooth Al Green, which went per- 
fecdy with the warm interiors and the neon glow of 
the little dashboard lights. Trafic was no longer frus- 
trating in the Volvo, and 1 actually enjoyed some of 
those happy hours on primetime EDSA, just feeling 
like a person who deserves and can afford the very 
best out of life, especially in the realm of personal trav- 
а 

“The Volvo $40 makes йз driver fel like a winner, ог 
at least like a high-pow- 
егей professional of some 
lind. It draws anen- 
tion—stares from pedestri 
ans and drivers, compli- 
ments from friends and 
complete strangers—and projects an aura of romance, 
power and, most ofall, security 

Yes, Safety has always been Volvo's top priority and 
its famed Intelligent Vehicle Architecrure continues то 
dictate Volvo's designs even as the company continues 
to expand in ideas. The designers have also managed 
to maintain the boxy security of the original concept 
while making the vehicles look more sleek, stylish and 
dynamic 


Forget the Ferrari 

"This handsome little brute, for instance, felt like 1 
could drive it through walls without putting a scratch. 
onit. There is an exhilarating sense of freedom that in- 
variably comes with driving a Volvo, because of such a 
reputation for safety. 1 am gutsier behind its wheel 
than 1 am behind dhe wheel of a Ferrari, mainly be- 
cause I never see Volvos leaving accident scenes, while 
Ferraris sometimes give me visions of blazing fireballs 
onthe freeway. 

My only real regret in driving this car, which costs 
more than my condo, was that 1 had to give it back. I 
thought about keeping the keys until they threatened 
to cali the PNR but reached the conclusion that a lame- 
brained stunt like that could eliminate my chances of 
ever driving a fine automobile like it again. Maybe 
next time it would be the 590 SUV which is what Td 
really like co put to the test. 


Fashionista’s best friend 


‘THE NEW digital cameras are giving non- 
techies and amateurs a field day. Today's 
digicams are compact and equipped with 
professional features. Not only has photog- 
raphy become so easy but the post-produc- 
tion also enables the user to enhance the 


point auto focus system that easily deter- 
mines the position of the subject and cen- 
ters it accordingly with the best exposure, 
regardless of time and location. 

This camera has nine shooting modes 
that facilitate a wide range of shooting situ- 
ations: night shot, indoor, portrait and out- 
doors. It also provides photo effects such as 
sepia and black and white aside from vivid 
color. 

The Digital Ixus i5 connects with any 
PiciBridge-compatible computer. 

When linked to à Canon Card Photo 
printer, one can even get ID photo prints. 


ELAN 
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ts about time 


In the old days watches informed about social status. 
Today, they pledge allegiance to a certain lifestyle 


BEN CHAN, CEO and creative director of 
Suyen Corporation, draws a pun out of the 
auspicious launch of his watch line: “It’s 
about time. 

Bench/Time В а natural advancement of his 
fashion line. After creating separates, acces- 
sories, underwear and personal care items, the. 
most logical thing was to develop timepieces. 

L Time Studio, a licensee of Bench/Time, 
handles manufacturing and distribution while 
Bench provides the direction. L Time Studio is 
managed by Ivan and Emerson Yao, whose 
family has been in the watch distribution busi- 
ness for three generations. 

"We want to know what Bench is doing so 
that the watches will match their collection,” 
says Emerson. On the other hand, L Time Stu- 
dio also proposes styles that are going to be hot 


MENS collection, Skull cufflinks made 
from enamel 


in the watch industry even if they may not fol- 
low Bench’s forecast. 

Bench/Time thus comes off the tables of the 
best watchmakers in Hong Kong and other 
parts of Asia. 

‘One major basis of their partnership, Chan 
explains, is L Time Studio's experience, partic- 
ularly in the luxury watch category. The com- 
pany also hasa wide network capable of selling 
Bench/Time watches outside of Bench stores. 

Bench still maintains the positioning of 
high-image products with moderate pricing 
that is affordable to the target market of 18 to 
30 years old. Although the price range of the 
timepieces is from P2,000 to P3,500, quality is 
guaranteed at par with imported watches in 
the P5,000 to P8,000 category. 

‘Asked how the consumer is getting value for 


BLINGBLING! Oversize ring made of blue 
‘topaz cut in Germany; the winding bracelt 
from the Spaghetti collection made with a 
‘small spring for movement and freely cut 
diamonds and the oval earrings that open into 
hinges тчоторзтивдттиноноОн, POFCUGATSTUOO. 


Playful jewelry 


WHEN STAURINO Fratelli (Italian for “broth- 
ers") was launched at the Peninsula Manila, 
the social set and diplomatic corps rushed to 
the new Vanafi jewelry store at the mezzanine. 

Vanafi became part of every fashionista's 
must list when it introduced new jewelry 
from Italy in its stores at Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Airport and Glorietta: 

After the cocktails, clients made private 
appointments to inspect the Staurino 
Fratelli collection before issuing six- or sev- 
en-figure checks. 

The jewelry brand, established 40 years 
ago by Luigi and Paolo Staurino, estab- 
lished its reputation by producing one-of-a- 
kind items. Clients also had their bling- 
blings custom-made. As in the haute cou- 
ture tradition, this entailed hours of re- 
search and development and hundreds of 
staff hours. 

Today, Luigi's sons Davide, president, 
and Stefano, administrator, continue the 
family tradition. Davide, 32, learned the 
craft by osmosis, watching his father design 
and run the business. He then went to art 
school to hone his design skills. "My father 
taught me never to be satisfied, to always 
seek perfection in design and finishing,” he 
tells Éran. “He was never concerned about 
quantity of customers. He always believed 
in serving only the right customers." 

Among their loyal clients are the Middle 
Eastern royal families. 


Playful 

When Davide took over the business, he 
infused the designs with playfulness and 
edginess. Staurino's design peg is the 
spaghetti which, Davide points out, is an 
Italian icon. 

‘The Spaghetti collection is characterized 
by a linear perspective, The cross pendant 
and earrings feature intersecting lines of 
white gold radiating from one point. They 
аге encrusted with white and brown dia- 
monds and pink and yellow sapphires and 
garnets. Davide adds that even the spacing 
of the elements Is part of the design, to 
evoke lightness and modernity. 

Rings and earrings assume a multidimen- 

sional quality as white bold bands are 
hinged onto an axis, giving them more flex- 
ibility so they can be worn in many ways. 
The Magic Snake is a ring of white gold 
with black rhodium whose multi-bands can 
be elongated on the finger. 
_ The Mikado collection harks back to 
childhood memories of Pick-Up-Sticks or 
Jackstraws, The necklaces and earrings 
look like a playful assemblage of lines that. 
‘were strewn off and picked up randomly to 
create geometrie shapes, 

“They resemble sculptures,” Davide says. 

Staurino gives the Nature collection a 
twist, Instead of merely designing butter- 
flies and dragonflies, a lot of thought went 


into creating springs and hinges to give life 
tothe jewelry. Davide points out the mecha- 
тт hidden under the dragonfly wings to 
make them tremble. 

The jewelry firm takes into consideration 
the customer who wants drop-dead glam- 
our with its Oversize collection. The pro- 
portions and shapes are inspired by Renais- 
sance jewelry. The pieces are composed of 
large semi-precious stones adorned with di- 
amonds put together through laser technol- 
озу: 


800 diamonds 

Davide explains that lasers can solder 
tiny pieces of jewelry onto the big stones 
without breaking the latter. The Snowflake 
collection is a modern mix of pink unbreak- 
able enamel rays atop clusters of pavé cut 
diamonds set on prongs. 

Staurino recently ventured into the uni- 
sex watch and men’s collections. The watch 
collection is made jn Switzerland “with 
Italian design,” Davide maintains. The 
shape is unusual and striking in its propor- 
tion—a long ellipsis with a curved crystal 
sapphire encased in white gold and stud- 
ded with black diamonds and a ruby crown. 
‘The straps are from python printed veal 
leather. 

Next year, Staurino is set to revive the 
electronic LCD which was popular in the 
705. 

The men's designs humorously feature 
crossbones and skulls on the cuff links and 
pins. Davide says, “It’s a little game. Not ай 
men may bé ready for this design. They 
(usually prefer) something traditional.” 

Staurino favors white gold for settings. 
Davide says white gold is а more elegant 
background for stones. "If you use yellow 
gold, the effect is different,” he says, 
adding that he means nothing short of 
tacky. 

‘The most impressive elements of the col- 
lection are tiny links behind the jewelry 
that move, and the exquisite cutting and 
soldering of the stones. They are really 
tiny—from a quarter of a millimeter to a 
millimeter—and one cannot see the spaces 
between them with the naked eye. The 
trembling dragonfly brooch, for instance, is 
set with 800 pavé cut diamonds. 

Davide says: "People don't realize that a 
lot of work goes into every detail. We con- 
sider the links, the proportion between the 
links, the lines that must be equidistant, the 
proportion between the outside and inside 
elements. Some pieces take 400 hours (to 
make). When we made the dragonfly 
brooch, we also considered the weight of. 
the spring. We made sure thatthe jewelry is 
soft and comfortable for the wearer. We are 
dealing with a special customer. They must £ 
have the best so we make sure we give them , 
something special.” Marge C. Enriquez ` 
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THE BANGLE is a modern classic design 
with minimalist face. 


money with Bench/Time, Emerson explains: 
“First, there's the metal. Most watches at these 
price points are not made from solid steel but 
are merely plated. If steel is used, it is either 
hollow or light because of the thin sheets of 
folded steel. Bench/Time watches feel solid be- 
cause they are carved out of a whole piece of 
steel. Second, there are interesting details, like 
the curved glass. We also pay utmost attention 
to the components on the face of the watch.” 

The distribution system also makes it pock- 
friendly Other watches are sold through a 
hierarchy of distributors starting from the in- 
ternational principals, the local agents and the 
retailers. Each layer would add profit on top of 
profit. Thus, the cost of the watch doubles or 
triples. 

"Ме give value for money from the brand 
ownership viewpoint. The production, distri- 
bution and retail are done by L Time Studio. 
We can condense our margin to accommodate 
the value-for-money proposition of Bench. 
That's why we can come up with products with 
good value,” says Emerson. 

Bench's foray into timepieces is a result of 
productivity. Many products have been per- 
fected and cannot be developed any further. 
‘Therefore, watches are no longer mediums of 
utility They offer symbolic capital. 

"The watch industry used to be driven by 
people with money—those who can afford a 
Rolex. The lower-priced watches catered to the 
masses. Now, buying watches is lifestyle driv- 
en. Fashion watches have become accessories 
that are accepted by all income groups. If you 
wear a Rolex on weekdays, you wear Bench on 
weekends. There has been an influx of fashion 
watches. They define a particular lifestyle. Peo- 
ple look at the style first. Time keeping has be- 
come secondary because a cell phone can pro- 
vide that service,” says Emerson, 

Back then, people, who bought watches for 
their function, preferred traditional brands 
such as Seiko, Citizen, Omega or Rolex, de- 
pending on their budget. Today, younger con- 
sumers eschew the brands of their parents in 
favor of new brands of fashion watches. 

"They want to define their attitudes and 
character through the watch style 
Emerson. 
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TRY IT. WEAR IT. 
LIVE IT. FEEL IT. 


THEPROBLEM 

Today, we are surrounded by vast 
amounis f ow energy elecromagnelc 
бек& (EMF) emitted by celular phone 
systems, computers, overhead lights, 
and electronic devices of al kinds. The 
factis the human body was not bult lo 
witstocd the ofecis ofthese potentially 
hemil es. 


Marge C. Enriquez 


HOW IS ЕМЕ HARMFUL? 
The cells ın our bodies communicate 
using обот ol tiny electrical impulses 
The electromagnetic anorgy coming 
from these manmade devices stands in 
the way of our cells’ ability to 
communicate effectively and ultimately 
hiis our performance. 


HOW DOES THE TESLAR® CHIP 
WORK? 

The TESLAR® Chip is engineered lo 
кгс win tne components of the Phitp 
‘Stein TESLAR® watch and is designed 
1o help the body strengthen i 

field and reduce the negative. 
exposure to electronic poliction by 
creating a special signal hat mimics me 
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RETRO. The contrasting stripes on the treated calfskin leather strap. 


evoke the stripes 


sportswear. The index, hands and dial reflect the 


stripes on the straps. 


7 says LARGE watch is vogue. The holes on the stainless steel bracelet make 


itfashion forward. Another detail is the curved glass. 
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"Bibot" diaries 


‘HEAVEN? You just have to reach out and 
make it yours. 

“But you have to go through hell with 
me first” was the catch, It was 1991, and 
їп the first rehearsal for my first straight 
play with Zenaida Amador or "Tita Bi- 
bot,” she hounded me through every 
line, word, and punctuation mark that 
was in the script. 

She pushed me to see beyond the 
words and uncover the story within the 
pages; not to just read the text but to 


breathe life into it. She was relentless in 
those four hours, never backing off, scar- 
ing me shitless. But, miracle of all mira- 
cles, her furor ignited a light in me and 1 
suddenly knew what she meant, what 
she wanted, and what she could see. 1 
hardened my gut and went on. 

The next time around, after my scene, 
she looked at me and said “good.” She 
gave me a little smile, too, and а nod. 
Thats when she said, "Ana, heaven is just 
there, you just have to reach out and 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


How luck we were to have known, for one brief shining 
moment, this fireball on earth who lived a spectacular life 


make it yours? - 


Eternal delight 

"There was this snapshot of Tita Bibs 
with the great Lawrence Olivier. 

He had just given a lecture and written 
something on the board: “Energy is eter- 
nal delight.” I would see this photograph 
many times through the years, play after 
play, during moments of disgust when 
we just weren't at par with her expecta- 
tions—which were high, believe me. 


Contributor 


“Energy!” she would scream. "How 
dare you step onstage without energy!” 
What she really meant, though, is how 
could anyone live without energy? For 
that was how she lived, with 100 percent 
energy and impassioned in every aspect. 
of her life—directing, acting, reading. 
And yes, even eating. 


Lowest life form 
Tita Bibot loathed latecomers. She 


said they were the lowest life forms, in 
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the same category as murderers, rapists 
and corrupt politicians. Thus she made 
sure latecomers knew she took this per- 
sonally. Every single one of them experi- 
enced her wrath. One was excused only 
ithe orshe were dying ... or dead. 

Another type she despised were 
“stars.” You are only as good as your last 
role, she said. This is painfully true; the 
theater can be cruel in this way. But in ex- 
change for hard work and commitment, 
she offered us consolation, a safe world 
‘where there are rules and no one breaks 
them, a realm where there is order. She. 
offered us the stage where we can shine, 
a place where we can be untouched by 
mundane life. That was the barter, and 
we accepted it. 


What about death? 

One night during a "Les Miserables” 
cast party, Tita Bibs asked us to write 
‘what we would do if we had only a year 
to live. As in any other time when she 
asked me todo something, I complied se- 
riously and diligently 1 wrote my answer 
down and tried to give it to her, but she 
would not take it. Instead, she said, 
“Whatever you wrote, Ana, live your life 
pursuing it.” 

By the time I joined Rep, Tita Bibot 
was rarely stepping on stage. Fortunate- 
Jy, in the few times that she did hence- 
forth, 1 acted with her, playing her 
daughter Gwendolyn in the 1996 play 
"The Importance of Being Earnest.” 
Again in 2000, 1 was her daughter 
Cordelia in "King Lear." 

1loved acting with her. She fed me a 
lot of her favorite food, so that usually by 
the last few shows I would need to adjust 
my costume, 

‘As an actor, she joked around with the 
others, never commented about any 
one's performance or contradicted the 
director. The only thing frightening 
about Tita Bibot as an actor was that she 
had her lines memorized on the first day 
of rehearsals. Yes, even when We were 
doing King Lear..,"and she was King 
Lear. 

From time to time, she would be faced 
with the task she abhorred most, direct- 
ing an actor with no talent, skill or brain. 
Undaunted, she would grit her teeth and 
growl: "You can't squeeze blood out of a 
turnip but I can damn well paint it red!” 
You can be sure nothing will ruin the 
show; not even a bad actor. 


Mediocrity is death 

That's about the worst insult she can 
hurl at you. A mediocre actor is worse 
than a bad actor. When new actors com- 
plained about her terrorizing the living 
daylights out of them, I would reply in 
the same way that old timers told me: 
“Be thankful she's screaming at you. It's 
when she ignores you that you should be 
afraid. That means you ае 
M.ED.LO.CRE, and a complete waste 
of her time." 

Underneath Tita Bibor's iron hand was 
a soft heart. She treasured loyalty, and 
was fiercely devoted in turn to those who 
were loyal to her. At my wedding, she 
surprised me with a poem in the middle 
of the reception. 

1 had witnessed her immense capacity 
forlove, especially when she and Tita Ba- 
by Barredo invited us to dinner at their 
home and fussed over us, regaling us 
with stories of their travels around the 
world. When I watched her do “Late 
Night Catechism" last year, 1 went back- 
stage afterwards to congratulate her on 
her superb performance. She waved my 
compliments aside and said, “You should 
see Tita Baby, she's even better” 


Golden rules 

Every single thing we learned from 
her was precious. 

+ No acting, please. Actors who act 
should be crucified. There was only one 
way to perform the art of acting, and that 
isto not act. There should only be truth. 

+ Comedy is a hard business. Tita Bi- 
bot always warned us against “putzing” 
around when we're doing a farce. And 
she liked to put up comedies, believing 
the Filipino people needed a good laugh 
more than a good cry. 

* Pick up the pace. This is imbedded 
in my brain. Loltering on stage is a mor- 
tal sim. This she called masturbation 
which, she never tired of reminding us, 
belonged to the bathroom. 

Timing is everything. A lot of prin 
ples executed onstage, Tita Bibot applied 
in real life as well. This was one of them, 
You can bring a house down with laugh- 
ter with a single look or gasp, Likewise, 
you can fall flat on your face in а flash if 
you "punch" a line a beat too late or too 
early. 

Even in her own death, she applied 
this principle. She left on a rare Sunday 
when there was по Rep show—very rare 
—making a swift and flawless exit in true 
Bibot style. Nota wasted moment. 

Saturday, November 27, Tita Baby 
opened their house to all those whose 
lives Bibot had touched. People came 
from all over to pay their respects, taking 
Turns keeping her company, and crying 
on Tita Baby's shoulder. 

We went inside her room and sang 
“somewhere Over The Rainbow” She 
clapped and said, "Break a leg.” We had a 
show later that day, 1 kissed her hand. 
"That was my last moment with her alive. 
She died the next day. 


By Ana Abad Santos-Bitong 


